
Week	at	a	Glance:	Listen!	God	is	Calling	
	
God	Saved	us	and	called	us	with	a	holy	calling,	not	according	to	our	works	but	according	to	God’s	own	purpose	and	grace.		This	
grace	was	given	to	us	in	Christ	Jesus	before	the	ages	began.	(2	Timothy	1:9)	
	
Day	 Title	 Daily	Bible	Text	 Focus	Points	 Additional	Bible	Text	

References	
1	 Called	to	

Be	Loved	
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us 
unconditionally.) 

• We do not have to get our lives together before God will 
love us. 
• God loves us more than we can imagine. 
• There is nothing we can do that will make God stop loving 
us. 

Isaiah 49:14-16a 
Psalm 139:13-18 
Romans 8:31-39 
Romans 5:6-8 

2	 Called	to	
Gratitude	

John 6:1-15 
(Gratitude sees that God’s 
gifts are enough.) 

• God gives good gifts. 
• God’s gifts are enough. 
• Gratitude focuses on what God has given. 
• Gratitude is not obsessed with trying to acquire more stuff. 

Philippians 4:4-7 
Psalm 100 
Psalm 103 
Colossians 3:12-17 

3	 Called	to	
Faith	

Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes 
Jesus with faith.) 

• Faith trusts in God’s faithfulness. 
• Faith recognizes God’s priorities. 
• Faith does not follow peer pressure. 
• Faith follows the way of Jesus. 

Hebrews 11:1-40 
Mark 5:24b-34 
Mark 7:24-30 
Romans 3:21-28 

4	 Called	to	
Love	

Matthew 5:38-48 (The 
Christian life is love.) 

• God calls us to love our enemies as well as our friends. 
• Love is not the same as weakness or failing to resist evil. 
• Praying for our enemies helps us love them. 
• Love sometimes requires creative imagination. 

1 John 4:7-21 
Luke 10:25-37 
Romans 12:9-21 
Ephesians 4:1-6 

5	 Called	to	
Share	

Luke 19:1-10 
(In response to God’s 
goodness, Zacchaeus 
shares his possessions.) 

• Sharing is basic to Christian life. 
• Sharing is a response to God’s goodness. 
• Sharing is an indication that the Spirit of God is at work.  

Proverbs 21:26 
1 John 3:16-18 
Luke 10:25-37 
2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
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Introduction to the Theme 
Listen! God Is Calling 
When Christians talk about having a vocation from God, we are saying that God calls us. 
The word vocation comes from the Latin vocare, which corresponds to the English “to 
call.” The first thing to say about vocation is, “Thank you, God.” The fact that God talks 
with us—that God calls us—is a wonderful thing. We are not left alone to make sense of 
our lives. We are not left alone to make it through the day. The God of the universe wants 
to communicate with us. The Bible talks about God’s “Word” because God is a 
communicating God. 
God’s communication has its center in Jesus Christ. The Gospel of John says that Jesus is 
God’s Word in the flesh. God is not distant and out of our reach, a God whom we can 
glimpse only if we try very hard and do everything right. Rather, God is in the midst of 
human life and history, in the person of Jesus. 
God is in all of human life, even in death. Not even the nastiest, most inhumane parts of 
human life have the power to separate us finally from God. That is why the apostle Paul 
told the first-century Roman church that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). Paul can say this because God is present not just as Jesus, but 
as the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the way in which the loving Word of God, made 
flesh in Jesus, resonates and evokes response through all times and all places. For this 
reason Paul sometimes calls the Holy Spirit “the Spirit of Christ.” 
In one sense, the talk of “vocation” or “call” can be misleading. It can suggest that God 
needs to overcome a distance in order to be heard by us. However, God is nearer to us 
than we are to ourselves. God is our creator. This does not simply mean that a long-time-
ago God invented the universe and set it in motion. At every moment God is the source of 
the existence of the universe, including each one of us. At every moment God is the 
creative source of our lives. 
God is very different from us. God is beyond our imagining. The Apostles’ Creed says 
that God is the “creator of heaven and earth.” God is beyond everything on earth and 
everything in heaven. That is another way of saying that God is beyond all things. The 
theological term for God’s “beyondness” is transcendence. 
We sometimes think that, since God is beyond all things, God must be far away from us. 
When we think God is far away, we are confusing God’s transcendence with distance. 
That is a mistake. God is not far from us. The great North African church teacher of the 
fourth and fifth centuries, Augustine of Hippo, said that God is nearer to us than we are to 
ourselves. God is our creator; we do not create ourselves. God loves us more than we can 
love ourselves. Every breath we take flows from the breath of life that God breathes into 
us, as Genesis 2:7 says that God breathed life into Adam. In the New Testament Paul 
calls the church the body of Christ. Christ is so near to us that it makes sense to speak of 
persons in the church as being parts of Christ’s body, like fingers and eyes and ears. The 
Word of God, made flesh in Jesus, is so central to our lives that Paul can speak of coming 
to a point where “it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 
2:20). 
The theological term for God’s nearness is immanence. God is both transcendent and 
immanent. God is beyond all imagining and is nearer to us than we are to ourselves. Jesus 
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Christ is the flesh and blood reality of God’s nearness. That is why Matthew’s Gospel 
calls Jesus “Emmanuel,” a Hebrew word meaning “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23). 
We may think that God is far away. We may act as if God is far away. We may even 
want God to be far away. Wanting God to be far away, acting as if God is far away, is a 
basic form of sin. Thankfully, God calls us even when we want God to be far away. We 
may act as if God is far away, but God still seeks to communicate with us. 
The entire Bible witnesses to God’s communicating with us. The fourth chapter of  
1 John sums up the many biblical testimonies to God’s communication when it says that 
“God is love.” God communicates with us; God says “I love you” to us, even when we do 
not want to listen. God calls us in love even when we are afraid to believe that anything 
so good could be true. 
This unconditional love is the first and most basic truth about vocation, about God’s call 
to us. Everything else worth saying about vocation follows from this basic truth. This 
week in camp we will look at five important things that Christian faith teaches about 
vocation, all of which derive from the great truth that God is love. 
 
Called to Be Loved 
Since the God who calls us is love, our most fundamental calling is to be loved. God is 
always the starting point. When the Apostles’ Creed says that God is “creator of heaven 
and earth,” it is saying that nothing on earth or in heaven can be the starting point. God is 
the beginning, the source. That divine source, the Bible says, is love. To imagine that we 
can start any way else other than as recipients of God’s love is to be unrealistic in the 
most basic sense. 
Some days in camp it may be easy to feel loved. Other campers, counselors, and staff 
may be loving to us. The weather may be gorgeous. The camp itself may be a place of 
great natural beauty. Other days it may be difficult to believe that God loves us more 
deeply than we can imagine. Maybe it is raining and everyone is staying inside, where the 
other campers or staff persons are getting on our nerves. Maybe it seems as if you have 
no friends at camp. Maybe you are remembering that things are not good back home. 
At such times it is good to remember the cross of Jesus Christ. God loves us so much 
that, in Christ, God was willing to die for us. Churches commonly display crosses in 
order to remind us all of God’s great love for us. No doubt there are crosses at different 
places at camp to remind everyone of God’s love. Martin Luther, Protestant reformer, 
thought it was a good idea to mark a cross on yourself every day with your own fingers as 
a way of reminding yourself how much God loves you, specifically. 
 
Called to Gratitude 
The second word to say about our vocation from God is that God calls us to gratitude. A 
first, obvious response to love is gratitude. I cannot make another person love me. Love is 
always a gift. I cannot earn a gift or pay for it. I can only be grateful, say thank you, and 
delight in the gift. 
The consumer culture in which we live does not cultivate gratitude. If we were grateful 
for our lives, for our relationships, for the earth of which we are a part, for who we are, 
and for what we have, we would be less likely to buy more stuff. Rather than teaching us 
gratitude, advertisements try to make us want more. Consumer culture encourages us 
never to be satisfied, never to think we have enough. It encourages us never to think that 
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we are enough: pretty enough, cool enough, popular enough, successful enough, happy 
enough, good enough. 
Christian faith teaches that the quest for more is not the true center of our lives. God is 
already our creator, this day and this hour. God’s loving Word, the Word made flesh in 
Jesus, already calls us and speaks to us, this day and this hour. God’s Spirit is already 
active, this day and this hour, bringing forth the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-
23). 
Christian faith offers an alternative to consumer culture’s obsession with getting more 
and being more. Practicing gratitude is a way of following Jesus rather than all those 
advertisements that try to make us always want something more. Making gratitude a way 
of life is an alternative to making shopping a way of life. Gratitude is about celebrating 
the goodness that God provides rather than always focusing on getting more stuff. 
 
Called to Faith 
God creates us and calls us in love whether we respond positively, negatively, or 
indifferently. Responding positively—saying yes to the God who loves us and calls us—
is what the Bible calls “faith.” The word faith names a response. Faith is a response to 
God’s faithfulness. The entire Bible describes a God who remains faithful, even when 
God’s creatures lose faith. 
The original Greek of the New Testament has only one word, pistis, where English uses 
the two distinct words, faith and faithfulness. Pistis can refer both to God’s unconditional 
faithfulness and to our response in faith. We have faith or believe in a faithful God. We 
have faith because God is faithful, no matter what. Even when our own faith may seem 
very weak or even nonexistent, we can still trust God to be faithful to us and to God’s 
creation. 
Sometimes when you trust in God’s faithfulness, other people may think you are a  
little crazy. In the story in Mark 10:46-52, Bartimaeus had faith in Jesus’ power to heal 
him and called out to Jesus for help. The bystanders told Bartimaeus to be quiet, but 
Bartimaeus did not follow the crowd. He did not give in to peer pressure. Jesus responded 
that such faith in God’s faithfulness is what gives true health. 
 
Called to Love 
When we love our enemies, we reflect a bit of the God who is love. God’s love is what 
our vocation always comes back to. We are grateful because of the gift of God’s love. We 
love our enemies because that is what God does. 
The Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion or the Eucharist is a meal of love for enemies. In 
this meal we especially remember Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, before he was 
arrested, tortured, and given the death penalty. Jesus shared this meal with Judas, who 
betrayed him and turned him over to the arresting officers. Jesus shared this meal with 
Peter, who that same night would deny that he even knew Jesus. Jesus shared this meal 
with the other disciples who abandoned Jesus when he was arrested. Jesus shared this 
meal with friends and followers who were also his enemies. 
God welcomes us to the communion table even though we repeatedly show ourselves to 
be enemies of Christ’s ways. We practice deceit, cowardice, cruelty, hopelessness, 
bigotry, lack of commitment, injustice, and more. Even at camp, where we often make 
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good friendships and enjoy being together, we still do things that hurt others. Other 
people also do things that hurt us. Thank God that God’s love does not depend upon our 
being “good enough” for it! Our vocation is to love others in ways that reflect something 
of the unconditional love of God. 
 
Called to Share 
One of the forms that love takes is sharing. God shares with us the love that God is. God 
sustains us and other creatures by sharing with us the Holy Spirit, “the Lord and giver of 
life,” as the Nicene Creed puts it. Psalms 104:29-30 makes God’s life-giving activity of 
sharing especially clear. Those verses use the Hebrew word ruach, which can be 
translated into English as “spirit,” “breath,” or “wind.” The psalmist prays to God: 
“When you send forth your spirit, they [that is, all kinds of living creatures] are created.” 
Conversely, “when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust.” 
Made in the image of a sharing God, we have a vocation to share. God’s creation is good, 
as Genesis 1 emphasizes. God gives so much that we, God’s creatures, might have 
abundant life. Problems arise because of poor distribution of the abundance that God 
provides. Because of a failure to share, many people in the world lack basic necessities 
while others have clothes that they never wear, food spoiling in their refrigerators, and 
old toys forgotten in their closets. 
The fourth-century Syrian preacher John Chrysostom said: “This also is theft, not to share 
one’s possessions.…The Scripture says, ‘Deprive not the poor of his living.’ To deprive 
is to take what belongs to another; for it is called deprivation when we take and keep 
what belongs to others. By this we are taught that when we do not show mercy, we will 
be punished just like those who steal. For our money is the Lord’s, however we may have 
gathered it” (Chrysostom, On Wealth and Poverty, 49). 
Sharing is so important to Christian life that we practice it repeatedly in Holy 
Communion. The word communion is another word for “sharing.” The first and most 
important thing about Holy Communion is that God shares with us God’s own life. Christ 
gives his body and blood for us. We receive a share in Christ’s own life. We receive the 
body and blood of Christ by sharing them with each other. Communion is not an 
individual activity. We gather for communion with other people. We all share in the same 
food. Many communion celebrations emphasize this by feeding everyone from one loaf 
of bread and by giving everyone a drink from the same cup. Being popular, wealthy, 
smart, pretty, or self-confident does not get anyone a “better” place at communion. 
Everyone shares equally in the meal. 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Biblical Interpretation 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Bible text 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Key verse 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him and kissed him. (Luke 15:20b) 
 
Biblical interpretation 
This is a story of unconditional love. The younger son assumes that his father’s love is 
conditional. The younger son knows that he has insulted his father. Normally the sons 
would have received their inheritance upon the death of their father. The younger son 
asked for his portion of the inheritance while his father was still alive. This request was 
like saying, “I wish you were already dead so I could get my money now.” 
Before long, the younger son had run through his inheritance and found himself in 
desperate need of a job. For Jews like Jesus and the hearers of this story, tending pigs was 
very undesirable work. Jewish dietary laws forbade eating pork; they classified pigs as 
unclean. The younger son was so desperate that he accepted this undesirable job. On top 
of that, the job apparently paid next to nothing, since even the pigs ate better than the 
younger son did. 
It dawns upon the hungry hog-tender that the people who work for his father eat better 
than he does. He assumes that his father has disowned him as a son, but he hatches a plan 
to get a job working for his father. The plan involved a very humble-sounding appeal, 
meant to play upon the remnant of paternal loyalty and affection in his father’s heart. 
Nowhere does the story say that the son actually felt bad about the pain that he had 
caused his father. Nowhere does the story indicate that the son is genuinely apologetic. 
The story says simply that he was hungry and that he came up with a plan to land a better 
job. 
Things do not go according to the younger son’s plan. His father seems him coming up 
the road. No doubt the hard times suffered by the young man meant that his clothes and 
general appearance were a good deal different than the day he left home. In spite of the 
change, his father recognizes him a long way off. In this situation, one might expect the 
father to sit in his office, waiting for “that no-count boy of mine to come straggling in 
here with some mealy mouthed apology.” Instead, the father runs out to meet his child. 
Before the younger man has a chance to go through his carefully rehearsed appeal for a 
job, his father is hugging and kissing him. The son tries to deliver his rehearsed speech, 
but the father graciously ignores him, giving orders left and right to throw a party, the 
likes of which the old farm has never seen. 
The father’s welcome surpasses the younger son’s wildest dreams. He assumed that his 
premature request for his inheritance has surpassed the limits of the parental love. He 
assumed that his father’s love was conditional: “If you are a good child, I will love you.” 
Instead the father’s love is unconditional. It does not depend upon what the younger son 
has done in the past. It does not depend upon any assurance that the younger son has now 
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“learned his lesson” and will act appropriately in the future. The father simply loves his 
child, who does not need to do anything to deserve that love. 
The first and most basic element of God’s call to us is that God loves us unconditionally. 
There is nothing that we need to do to deserve God’s love. There is nothing that we need 
to do to ensure that God will continue to love us. Before and beyond anything that God 
calls us to do, God calls us simply to be loved. Like the father in the story, God rejoices 
simply in our presence. God celebrates that we are here. 
 
Additional Bible resources 
Isaiah 49:14-16a 
Psalm 139:13-18 
Romans 8:31-39 
Romans 5:6-8 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Bible text 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Key verse 
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. (John 6:11) 
 
Biblical interpretation 
Being called by God is not the same as having a list of tasks to perform. Being called is, 
first of all, something that happens to us. God makes the first move. God calls us. 
God’s call is a gift. We do not earn it. God calls us because God loves us. The first 
response to a gift is gratitude. When someone gives you a gift, you say thank you. 
When Jesus and his disciples were out in the countryside with a large crowd that had 
been listening to Jesus teach, the disciples worried about where enough food would come 
from to feed so many people. There were no restaurants nearby, no concession stands 
selling snacks, no supermarkets with a deli section. There was one boy with a simple but 
bountiful lunch: five loaves of bread and two fish. To the disciples, the boy’s bread and 
fish seemed like a drop in the bucket. Jesus took a different view. He was grateful for 
what the boy offered. Jesus did not obsess about what the boy’s shared meal was not. 
Jesus did not say, “Well, if I just had a thousand more of these, then we’d be in good 
shape.” Jesus focused on the goodness of what the boy actually gave. Jesus gave thanks 
for the gift—thanked God for the gift. 
Jesus shared the boy’s gift with the crowd. All ate their fill, with baskets of leftovers to 
spare. Through the years, Christians hearing this story have ventured various 
explanations of how a few loaves and fish could feed so many people. Some interpreters 
say that the boy’s generosity inspired other people to share the modest amounts of food 
they had brought for themselves, so that soon the large crowd was enjoying an 
impromptu potluck. Other interpreters say that Jesus somehow—miraculously—
multiplied the loaves and fish. 



Listen! God Is Calling / 03 Biblical Interpretation / p. 3 
 

The Bible does not offer an explanation, but says that Jesus thanked God for the food that 
was there. The story’s point is that the food received and shared thankfully by Jesus was 
enough. 
God calls all of us to be grateful. Giving thanks is a way of focusing on the goodness that 
God has provided, rather than obsessing about what we imagine to be lacking. Giving 
thanks is a way of acting out our position as responders to the God who always makes the 
first move. God calls us; we answer. God gives; we are grateful. 
Gratitude goes against the grain of the consumer society in which we live. 
Advertisements draw our attention to things that we do not possess. Advertisements 
encourage us to want more than we already have, regardless of how much we already 
have. In some situations, wanting more is appropriate. If you are hungry, it is appropriate 
to want more food. Always wanting more, regardless of what you already have, is a 
different story. Gratitude is a way of celebrating what you already have, who you already 
are, what God has already given. Gratitude is a way of seeing the goodness of God’s 
creation today, rather than thinking only about what needs fixing or improving. 
 
Additional Bible resources 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Psalm 100 
Psalm 103 
Colossians 3:12-17 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible text 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Key verse 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way. (Mark 10:52) 
 
Biblical interpretation 
Bartimaeus is a model of faith in The Gospel of Mark. Time and again, people in Mark’s 
story misunderstand Jesus. They do not see who he is. Bartimaeus, whose eyes are 
physically blind, sees who Jesus is. When Jesus is passing by on the road, Bartimaeus 
calls out to him, calling him “Son of David.” This is a term of honor, connecting Jesus 
with the great King David and with the widespread hope that God would raise up a 
descendent of David to liberate the people of Roman-occupied Palestine. The people 
around Bartimaeus on the roadside tell him to be quiet, but he insists in calling out to 
Jesus. He insists that Jesus can help him. Jesus listens to Bartimaeus rather than to the 
crowd. Jesus instructs the bystanders to tell Bartimaeus to come. Bartimaeus has such 
faith that Jesus can heal him that he throws off his cloak before he even gets to Jesus. The 
cloak was like a certificate entitling Bartimaeus to ask for money on the roadside. The 
cloak was a sign that indicated, “This person is disabled and needs assistance.” 
Bartimaeus throws off this cloak as if to say, “I trust that from now on my life will be 
different: I will not need this cloak.” Jesus asks Bartimaeus what he wants. Then he 
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highlights Bartimaeus’s faith, saying, “Your faith has made you well.” At the end of the 
story, Mark says that Bartimaeus followed Jesus on the way. “The Way” was one of the 
earliest names of the Christian movement. 
The name Bartimaeus is of special importance. It contains words from two different 
languages: Aramaic and Greek. Aramaic was the mother tongue of Jesus and most of 
those closest to him. The Aramaic word bar corresponds to child in English. Greek was 
the language of public administration where Jesus lived. The root of the Greek name 
Timaeus is time, corresponding to honor in English. Bartimaeus suggests that its bearer is 
a “child of honor.” Bartimaeus has the honor of being a model of faith in Mark’s Gospel. 
As a person who was physically blind, Bartimaeus’s main option for making a living in 
his society was to sit by the road and ask for money from passersby. This was not an 
honored occupation in Bartimaeus’s society, just as it is not honored in our own. The 
social dishonor contrasts with the honor of Bartimaeus’s position as a model disciple in 
Mark’s Gospel. 
Although the word time, meaning “honor,” echoes in Bartimaeus’s name, his name is 
literally “child of Timaeus.” Timaeus is the title of a work written by the Greek 
philosopher Plato. Plato’s Timaeus is an account of how the world came into being and 
received its order. As “child of Timaeus,” Bartimaeus in Mark’s Gospel witnesses to a 
different ordering of the world. This different ordering of the world is what Jesus calls the 
“reign of God.” Jesus’ first words in Mark’s Gospel are: “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news” (Mark 1:15). In 
the reign of God, the greatest power is the power of love. That is why 1 John 4, verses 8 
and 16, says that “God is love.” Often we are tempted to see other things as more 
powerful: things like success, popularity, money, and weapons. Bartimaeus teaches us to 
see the order of the world differently—to see with God’s eyes. 
 
Additional Bible resources 
Hebrews 11:1-40 
Mark 5:24b-34 
Mark 7:24-30 
Romans 3:21-28 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible text 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Key verse 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. (Matthew 
5:44) 
 
Biblical interpretation 
The heart of the Christian message is God’s unconditional love for God’s creatures. 
Christian life is active participation in that love: receiving God’s love and sharing it with 
others. Jesus says that there is no limit to the circle of that love. Just as God sends the 
blessings of rain and sunshine on all people, we are to love all people, even our enemies. 
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Loving our enemies is difficult. Jesus offers some practical help. He says to pray for 
them. Praying for our enemies is already one way of loving them. It is way of 
commending them to the love of God. Repeated day after day, prayer is the perfect 
fertilizer for growing our own love, small as it might be. It is hard to hate someone for 
whom you pray daily. 
Most of us are not accustomed to loving our enemies. Neither our hearts nor our minds 
have developed the habit of loving our enemies. Jesus recognizes that we need to stretch 
our imaginations if we are going to be able to love our enemies. For example, if others 
bully us, we usually only think of two possible responses: either striking back or letting 
them push us around. Striking back is not loving. When we strike back, we are simply 
mirroring the bad behavior of our enemy. Letting the other person push us around is also 
not loving. We are letting the other person persist in the bad behavior. Loving someone 
includes helping that person do better. 
Jesus encourages us to use a loving imagination and to find another option. He gives 
three examples that made sense in his own time and place. In the first example, Jesus asks 
his hearers to imagine someone striking them on the right cheek. In Jesus’ culture, the 
norm was to use one’s right hand for eating and one’s left hand for personal hygiene. To 
use one’s left hand in interactions with others—even to slap them—was considered 
uncouth. The only way to hit another person’s right cheek with your own right hand is to 
give a backhand slap. Such a blow is not so much an attempt to knock the other person 
out as a way to cause humiliation. People who were higher in the social order slapped 
people who were lower in the social order as a reminder to “stay in their place.” Masters 
slapped servants; Roman soldiers slapped the local people in Roman-occupied Palestine; 
men slapped women. 
In effect Jesus was saying to his listeners: Suppose a Roman soldier slaps you. You are 
used to thinking of two possible responses. You could hit him back, but then you are 
acting as hatefully as he is. Besides, he and his fellow soldiers will hurt you badly. You 
could cower and give in, letting his slap do its work of enforcing his superiority. There is 
a third response. This third response lets you act with love while refusing to be 
humiliated by the violence done to you. You do not strike back and you do not cower. 
You turn the other cheek, your left cheek, giving the soldier the chance to strike you 
again. To backhand your left cheek, he must use his left hand. If he did, he would be 
publicly shaming himself, acting in an uncouth manner. If he wants to hit you with his 
right hand, he cannot give you a backhand. He cannot treat you as inferior. With his right 
hand he must strike you in the way he would strike a social equal. 
Jesus’ other two examples work in similar ways. In each case, Jesus shows how one can 
turn the tables on the enemy, refusing to strike back in violence while also refusing to 
give up one’s dignity. We may not be able to follow Jesus’ examples to the letter today, 
since we live in a different situation with different cultural practices. We can follow his 
basic point, which is to use our imaginations to respond to our enemies with love. We can 
use our imaginations to find ways that neither resort to violence on our part nor allow the 
violence done to us to humiliate us. 
 
Additional Bible resources 
1 John 4:7-21 
Luke 10:25-37  
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Romans 12:9-21 
Ephesians 4:1-6 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Bible text 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Key verse 
Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much. (Luke 19:8b) 
 
Biblical interpretation 
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. This made him unpopular with his fellow 
townspeople for two reasons. First, tax collectors worked for the Romans. The Romans 
were a foreign occupation force. The local population generally disliked them. This 
animosity could extend to those who collaborated with the Romans. Second, tax 
collectors paid the Romans the required amount up front. It was then the tax collector’s 
job to collect enough money from the population to replace the sum paid up front to the 
Romans, as well as to provide his own income for the year. Many people suspected that 
tax collectors worked this system to collect as much as they could in order to increase 
their own income at the expense of the general population. 
Someone like Zacchaeus was a prime target of such suspicions. As a chief tax collector, 
he was high up in the system. He had other tax collectors working for him. He was rich in 
a society where the general assumption was that if you were wealthy, you must have 
acquired your riches at the expense of others. The story from Luke makes clear that the 
residents of Jericho did regard Zacchaeus with suspicion. When Jesus invites himself to 
Zacchaeus’s house, the bystanders label Zacchaeus a sinner and criticize Jesus for going 
to be his guest. 
There are two different ways of reading the remainder of the story. The more familiar 
interpretation assumes that in verse 8 Zacchaeus is making a promise about what he will 
do in the future. He will give away half of his possessions to persons who need them, and 
he will pay back anyone he has cheated, not the actual sum but four times over. Bible 
translations that take this route put Zacchaeus’s words in verse 8 in the future tense: “I 
will give to the poor…I will pay back.” In this interpretation, Zacchaeus is so moved by 
Jesus’ coming to his home as a guest that Zacchaeus commits to an outburst of sharing. 
In response to God’s favor shown to him in Jesus, Zacchaeus promises to embark upon a 
new life marked by profound sharing with others. 
The other interpretation assumes that in verse 8 Zacchaeus is describing his customary 
practice. The bystanders in the crowd are saying negative things about him to Jesus. 
Zacchaeus defends himself. He says, in effect, “Yes, I am a wealthy. However, I am not 
greedy. On the contrary, I give away half of my possessions to persons who need them 
more than I do. And yes, I am a tax collector. However, if the collection operation that I 
oversee charges someone unfairly and I find out about it, I pay that person back four 
times over.” Bible translations that take this route put Zacchaeus’s words in verse 8 in the 
present tense: “I give to the poor…I pay back.” In this interpretation, Zacchaeus is a 
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model of how a person with material wealth should share generously in response to the 
God from whom all good gifts come. 
The first interpretation is probably more familiar to most people using this curriculum. 
The second interpretation has the advantage that the Greek verbs in verse 8 are in the 
present, not the future. One point on which both interpretations agree is that sharing is 
important. Both interpretations agree that Zacchaeus’s sharing is a reflection of God’s 
saving presence with Zacchaeus (verse 9). Whether Zacchaeus’s generosity is established 
behavior or a radical change in his way of living, it shows that God is at work in 
Zacchaeus’s life, moving him to generosity. 
 
Additional Bible resources 
Proverbs 21:26 
1 John 3:16-18 
Luke 10:25-37 
2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Large Group Worship 
Introduction 
Discernment. When Christians use this word, they mean the process of recognizing God’s 
claim and call on their lives. At the very least, it has to do with paying attention to what 
God is doing in the world. That includes what God is doing in the life of a particular 
follower of Christ and the faith community he or she is part of. To look carefully at 
Scripture and the lives of women and men of faith is to see God’s handiwork and to hear 
God’s voice “in the flesh.” 
The work of this week’s outdoor ministries curriculum—especially its worship 
component—is to pay attention to God’s call in us, in the camp staff we work with, and 
in the lives of the campers themselves. What is God up to? What is God calling us to be 
and do? 
Christians understand this calling to come through the living Word of Jesus Christ within 
the gathered community for the sake of the world. Central to our worship, then, is hearing 
and proclaiming God’s Word and applying it to our contemporary situation using tools 
that are tried and true. We are aided by creativity and the use of imagination.  
The normal pattern of worship set out for these days at camp is similar to the pattern for 
worship we’re accustomed to on most Sundays: We gather together, we read and explore 
the Word of God, we respond to that Word and apply it to our daily lives, and we are sent 
with good news to share with others. 
The aim of these worship resources is to more deeply discern the call of God. When we 
worship together, we pause and sharpen our senses. “Listen, God Is Calling!” 
 
Worship resources 
The camp environment is very intense, very full, often depleting. So the following 
resources are meant to provide you, the camp staff, with tools to support your efforts in 
preparing, organizing, and leading worship. These resources do not eliminate the desire 
or need for creativity. Neither are they able to take into account the variety of settings and 
the gifts available from among the staff and campers who will be part of your outdoor 
ministry experience this summer. You will need to use and adapt the resources according 
to your particular situation.  
Part of what you will want to do in preparing for worship is to assess the resources, gifts, 
and talents available to you from among the camp staff, the setting itself, and the campers 
each week. Including the gifts and talents of many in worship enlivens the experience, 
adds variety of expression, and helps others know that they have worthy ways of praising, 
praying, and serving. 
Here you will find six worship settings: Opening Worship (Listen! God Is Calling), Day 
1 (Called to Be Loved), Day 2 (Called to Gratitude), Day 3 (Called to Faith), Day 4 
(Called to Love), and Day 5 (Called to Share).  
Each service is organized around the daily theme. Each is divided into four primary parts: 
Gathering, Encountering God’s Word, Responding to the Word, and Sending. Within 
each section you will find numerous options. Draw upon these resources—and your 
own—to make the most of the worship opportunities awaiting you and your campers. By 
week’s end you will have fully explored these six themes and helped campers think 
about, experience, and live the call of God. 
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Basic principles for worship planners 
• Grace is central to worship. Be clear about this: God first loves us, gifts us, and 

calls us. In response to this amazing grace, we express our love of God, gratitude for 
God’s gifts, and attentiveness to God’s call. 

• Worship is communal. Yes, one can rejoice at the wonder of creation and sing one’s 
own song of praise all by oneself. But Christian worship is carried by the whole 
community through telling the story of faith, questioning and discerning together, 
praying for each other and for those who have no voice, sharing the holy meal, and 
supporting each other in the daily living of faith. The camp setting is ideal for 
modeling worship as an experience of the gathered people of God. So even when only 
a few people are charged with leading worship, make sure they include and involve 
others. 

• Imagination is your friend. Few people stay focused for more than a few minutes on 
any one concept. Variety of musical styles, change of tempo and volume, visual aids, 
dramatic interludes, prayer in a variety of styles—these will help keep young 
worshipers focused on the theme and remain engaged in the experience of worship. 
Make use of their senses and their imagination. 

• Language should be inclusive whenever possible. Not every prayer needs to begin 
with “Father God.” No reference to humanity should be “man.” Not every camper 
comes from a stereotypical “family.” Think carefully about the words you choose to 
describe God and human experience. For help, look to the Bible, which is rich in 
metaphor, poetry, symbol, and parable. Language that embraces a variety of 
expressions for God and human experience will open wide the possibilities for 
worshipers to participate fully. 

• A word of caution. Manipulation of emotions has no place in Christian worship. 
Tactics that use fear, coercion, or intimidation are not appropriate either. It is neither 
helpful nor proper to make campers feel destined to hell or responsible for Jesus’ 
suffering. Just tell the good news of God in Jesus Christ and the Spirit will have 
plenty to work with in deepening worshipers’ faith and calling them to discipleship. 

• Use familiar liturgical elements. An “old” familiar hymn, prayer, response, or 
refrain used in worship at camp helps build continuity between the experience of faith 
at home and camp.  

• Borrow from the global Christian community. God’s song is sung in many 
languages. Teaching campers new music, words, and rhythms from the great 
repertoire of global Christian music is a gift to the campers. When the young bring 
these rich musical expressions home, the worship of the whole church benefits. 

• Preparation is key to effective worship. It’s always wise to ask before the worship 
begins: Is the music ready? Are the props or costumes in place? Does each worship 
leader and musician know what to expect and when to do her or his part? Are we 
prepared for an emergency? Have I prayed for calm and focus? It’s amazing how 
relaxed and adaptable worship can be when things are well-planned ahead of time. A 
worship planning guide is provided on the next page to help you organize well.  

• Enjoy planning worship. Yes, life at camp is very busy. But in worship you have the 
chance to give expression to what the whole creation yearns to do—praise God from 
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whom all blessings flow. Why not revel in the opportunity and discover the depths of 
your soul in the process? 

 
Worship Planning Guide 
Here is a guide to help you make sure you’re ready to lead worship. Use it to help 
organize your thoughts and get the details nailed down so you can provide an awesome 
worship experience for campers and camp staff. 
 
Theme: 
Scripture: 
Preparatory materials: 
Before worshipers arrive: 
Leader(s): 
Musician(s): 
Song(s): 
Message: 
After worshipers leave: 
 
Resources 
Publications 
A Wee Worship Book (Wild Goose Worship Group, GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago) 
Borning Cry, Vol. 1 (John Ylvisaker; available at Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-
328-4648; www.augsburgfortress.org) 
Celtic Season of Worship, Vol. 2 (“Mercy Is Falling,” David Ruis, Vital 
Communications; available at www.amazon.com) 
Dancing at the Harvest (Ray Makeever; Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; 
www.augsburgfortress.org) 
Everyone Who Is Thirsty, Come! (Baytone Music; available at Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; www.augsburg fortress.org) 
Gather, second edition (GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago) 
Global Music Teaching CD, Global Liturgical Expressions, Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; www.augsburgfortress.org) 
Global Songs/Local Voices (Bread for the Journey; available at Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers,1-800-328-4648; www.augsburg fortress.org) 
Global Songs 2 (Bread for the Journey; available at Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-
328-4648; www.augsburgfortress.org) 
LifeSongs (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; www.augsburgfortress.org) 
Lutheran Book of Worship (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; 
www.augsburgfortress.org) 
One Is the Body, Songs of Unity & Diversity (John L. Bell, GIA Publications, Inc., 
Chicago) 
Renewing Worship Songbook (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; 
www.augsburg fortress.org) 
Servant Songs (Dakota Road Music; www. dakotaroadmusic.com/resources.htm#ss)  
Shout It Out! (Cross the Sky Music; www.crossthesky.com/shout.htm) 
Songs (Song and Creation, Inc., P.O. Box 7, San Anselmo, CA 94979) 
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Songs & Prayers from Taizé (GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago) 
Songs for a New Creation (Augsburg Fortress Publishers) 
Songs for Sunday School (Augsburg Fortress Publishers,1-800-328-4648; www.augsburg 
fortress.org) 
Songs of the Vineyard—Volume 8 (Vineyard Music; www.vineyardmusic.com/usa 
/scripts/prodView.asp?idproduct=148) 
The Group Songbook (Group Publishing; available at Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-
800-328-4648; www.augsburg fortress.org) 
The Psalms: Grail Translation from the Hebrew (GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago) 
This Far by Faith (Augsburg Fortress Publishers,1-800-328-4648; www.augsburg 
fortress.org) 
Unfailing Light: An Evening Setting of Holy Communion (GIA Publications, Inc., 
Chicago) 
With One Voice (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; 
www.augsburgfortress.org) 
Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 (Dakota Road Music; www.dakotaroadmusic.com) 
Worship & Praise Songbook (Augsburg Fortress Publishers, 1-800-328-4648; 
www.augsburg fortress.org) 
 
Songs 
Songs relating to First Night 
“Listen, God Is Calling,” With One Voice 712 
“Open Your Ears, You Faithful People,” With One Voice 715 
“You Are Mine,” Worship & Praise Songbook 158 
“The Lord Is My Song: Taizé Prayer 20,” Songs & Prayers from Taizé 42 
“I Will Call Upon the Lord,” Worship & Praise Songbook 70 
“We Are Called,” Renewing Worship R251, Worship & Praise Songbook 147 
“Sisters and Brothers, With One Voice (Confirm Your Calling),” One Is the Body: Songs 
of Unity & Diversity 126 
“We Rejoice to Be God’s Chosen,” One Is the Body: Songs of Unity & Diversity 82 
“The Summons,” Worship & Praise Songbook 137 
“Spirit of Gentleness,” With One Voice 684 
“Open Our Lives to the Word,” Dancing at the Harvest 8 
“When You Call,” Dancing at the Harvest 100 
“Deus Chama a Gente Pra’um (God Calls His People Now to New Life),” WCC, 
Brasilien 
 
Songs relating to Day 1 
“I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord Forever,” Worship & Praise Songbook 74 
“Mercy Is Falling,” Celtic Season of Worship, Vol. 2 (audio CD) 
“Shall We Gather at the River,” With One Voice 690 
“Child of the Water,” Dakota Road, Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 160 
“We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus,” With One Voice 698 
“Let Us Enter In,” Dancing at the Harvest 32 
“In Christ, a New Creation,” Borning Cry, Vol. 1, 61 
“As the Deer,” Worship & Praise Songbook 9 
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Songs relating to Day 2 
“Baptized and Set Free,” Worship & Praise Songbook 14 
“Lord, Be Glorified,” Worship & Praise Songbook 89 
“Uyaimose (Come All You People),” Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 15 
“What Have We to Offer?” Dancing at the Harvest 20 
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People,” Unfailing Light: An Evening Setting of Holy 
Communion 15 
“Come and Taste,” Worship & Praise Songbook 30 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast,” With One Voice 766 
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart,” Worship & Praise Songbook 41 
“Let Us Praise Your Name,” Songs and Prayers from Taizé 36 
“Come and Fill (Confitemini Domino)” Renewing Worship R180 
“The Trumpets Sound the Angels Sing,” Worship & Praise Songbook 139 
“Sing Praise to the Lord,” Dancing at the Harvest 16 
“Let Us Go Now to the Banquet,” Renewing Worship R178 
“Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works,” With One Voice 794 
 
Songs relating to Day 3 
“Cry Mercy,” Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 138 
“Open Our Eyes, Lord,” Worship & Praise Songbook 113 
“Blindman,” Songs 6 
“We Have Seen the Lord,” Renewing Worship R292  
“Kyrie Eleison,” Worship & Praise Songbook 81 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” With One Voice 649 
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer,” With One Voice 772 
“Faithful, Faithful Is Our God,” One Is the Body: Songs of Unity & Diversity 36 
“Jesus, Remember Me,” Worship & Praise Songbook 78 
“When You Call,” Dancing at the Harvest 100 
“Your Will Be Done,” Renewing Worship R257 
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying,” With One Voice 775 
“Lord’s Prayer,” Gather 7 
 
Songs relating to Day 4 
“Love! Love! Love!” Songs for a New Creation 6 
“You Are the Rock of My Salvation,” Worship & Praise Songbook 161 
“All Are Welcome,” Renewing Worship R219 
“We Are Marching in the Light of God,” Worship & Praise Songbook 148 
“Built on the Rock,” Lutheran Book of Worship 365 
“Good Soil,” Worship & Praise Songbook 52 
“Nothing Can Trouble,” Songs and Prayers from Taizé 50 
“Send Down the Fire,” Renewing Worship R153 
“Shalom,” With One Voice 724 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light,” With One Voice 649 
 
Songs related to Day 5 
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“Come, O Holy Spirit,” With One Voice 681 
“Sing a New Song,” Worship & Praise Songbook 125 
“Sing Out, Earth and Skies,” Renewing Worship R289 
“Tell What God Has Done for Us,” Dancing at the Harvest 97 
“Give It Away,” Dancing at the Harvest 96 
“May You Run and Not Be Weary,” Worship & Praise Songbook 97 
“Send Me, Jesus,” With One Voice 773 
“There Is a Line of Faithful Women,” One Is the Body: Songs of Unity Diversity 60 
“God It Was (Who Said to Abraham),” One Is the Body: Songs of Unity Diversity 52 
“Travelers on the Journey,” Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 172 
“Oh, Sing to God Above,” With One Voice 726 
“The Trees of the Field,” Renewing Worship R188 
 
 
First night 
The opening worship introduces the week’s theme and focuses on 2 Timothy 1:9: “[God] 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to 
[God’s] own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the 
ages began.” 
 
Preparations and materials 
There are many details to make ready for this opening worship. Read through the worship 
suggestions below. Take special note of items that need to be gathered and assignments 
that need to be made. Assign staff worship leaders to be the nine voices of the invocation, 
music leaders, and message “interrupters” with their props. Some elements of this service 
may be most successful if a short rehearsal is scheduled for worship leaders. 
Immediately prior to the opening worship, staff musicians take their places with their 
instruments ready to announce worship or lead campers to designated worship space 
according to the option chosen for the gathering. 
 
Gathering 
There are two options for gathering campers and staff for the opening worship: 
 
Option 1  
From a distance campers hear musicians. They might be French horns calling and 
answering each other; mariachi players and singers in joyful song; trumpets and other 
brass instruments playing something regal; drums beating steadily; or a strong-voiced 
cantor announcing the call to prayer. This musical “surprise” gets the attention of the 
whole camp and calls everyone to worship. 
The camp staff, sounding alarmed and excited, call out to the campers, “What’s that! 
Come on! Let’s see what’s going on!” 
As they begin their search for the source of the music, staff members remark: “It sounds 
like someone’s calling! Hurry! Let’s find out where it’s coming from!” 
The whole camp becomes involved in listening to the sound of the music and following 
their ears until, at last, they arrive at the place for the opening worship where musicians 
and worship leaders are ready to begin the service. 
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Option 2 
Musicians, such as mariachi players, a brass ensemble, or drummers—those who can 
easily play their instruments while moving around—come to where campers are. They 
begin to collect a following, one cabin group at a time. At the sound of the music, the 
camp staff might say to their campers something like, “Come on! Let’s follow them and 
see where they’re going and what they’re up to!”  
A parade forms. All follow the musicians until they arrive at the place for opening 
worship where musicians and worship leaders are ready to begin the service. 
 
Setting the stage 
Once everyone has arrived and found a place to sit (they may need directions from camp 
staff at the first gathering to know where to sit, whether they need to pick up or pass 
around music books, and so on), the leader for worship begins: 
Leader: Welcome! You’ve been called here on purpose. Musicians and staff have invited 
you to follow the voices of their instruments. They’ve guided you to our opening 
worship. Welcome. They called out; you listened and responded.  
You’re part of what promises to be a great week together. At least once each day we’ll 
pause—the whole camp, staff, and campers—to worship and praise the God who creates 
us and calls us. Just like the musicians and camp staff called you and led you here, God 
also calls us, sometimes in surprising ways, to follow in faith. We’re here to learn about 
that calling and the one who calls us. So let’s warm up our voices in worship as we sing: 
 
Song 
“Listen, God Is Calling” (With One Voice 712)  
Worship leaders introduce the refrain and practice it several times with campers. After all 
are comfortable with the refrain, staff worship leaders will begin to insert stanzas after 
which the whole camp sings the refrain again. This pattern is repeated until the song is 
ended. (There are three stanzas to the hymn, but creative staff members may want to 
write additional stanzas specific to their camp situation.) 
 
Invocation 
Before starting the invocation, teach worshipers that their response to each statement 
below is “Listen! God is calling.” Practice once. Then voices begin: 
Voice 1: God calls men and women.  
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 2: God calls girls and boys. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 3: God calls young and old. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 4: God calls people of every time and place. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 5: God calls people of every tribe and nation and race. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 6: God calls us through the Word. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
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Voice 7: God calls us through Holy Baptism. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 8: God calls us through bread and wine. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
Voice 9: And God calls us here this week. 
Campers: Listen! God is calling.  
 
Encountering the Word 
Immediately teach the following song, remembering that not all have heard it before. 
Begin with the refrain and practice it with campers. It may be fun to learn the Hebrew 
words for the refrain. Introduce the stanzas by solo staff voices. Campers will join in 
singing the refrain after each stanza. 
 
Song 
“Open Your Ears, You Faithful People” (With One Voice 715) 
 
The lesson 
Leader: Now, listen to this word from the New Testament, 2 Timothy 1:9: “[God] saved 
us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to [God’s] 
own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began.” 
 
The message 
Leader: (continuing as a number of prearranged interruptions begin to occur) This week 
we will pay special attention to how God is calling us. We will listen carefully for God’s 
voice. (A cell phone with a loud ring tone interrupts.) No (smiling), that’s not it! We 
expect to use all our senses in discovering God’s call. (An alarm clock sounds.) That’s 
not it, either! (Smiles again.) 
We Christians believe God is not far off, but actually very close. (The sound of a child 
crying; leader is beginning to look a little exasperated.) That would not be God, either!  
If you pay attention, you will discover how God is trying to call you—sometimes when 
you least expect it—with a message you have not heard so clearly before. (Someone runs 
through camp costumed like a computer monitor and calls out, “You’ve got mail!” The 
leader turns and watches in surprise as the visitor runs by.) 
We know what happens when our lives are bombarded with all these interruptions. We 
answer the phone when it rings; we go to the door when someone knocks; we pick up a 
child when she cries; we wake up in the morning—reluctantly—when the alarm sounds; 
we get out of the way for a police car, fire truck, or ambulance when we hear the sirens 
and see the flashing lights; we head to the dining hall for food when the camp bell calls. 
We’re accustomed to answering the call when necessary. That’s a part of life. But have 
you thought about it as part of your experience of God? 
Yes, actually we Christians believe that God is calling us. And we need to pay attention 
with all our senses if we’re going to hear what God is calling us to be and do. 
So how does God do it? How does God call? 
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Cell phone? Knock at the door? A baby’s cry? Alarm clock? Siren? Camp bell? God 
probably doesn’t call us in those ways. We’re here to find out how God does it and how 
we can pay better attention to the call of God in our lives. 
Moses, Abraham and Sarah, Joseph, Jonah, Rachel, Miriam, Ruth, David, Mary and 
Joseph, women and men who were Jesus’ disciples, Paul—all of these people 
encountered the living God. Each one was called by God, and each one, in his or her own 
way, followed God’s call in faith.  
God calls us too. God does that through the living Word—Jesus Christ—who’s been 
made known to us in Scripture and in the witness of other people. God calls us through 
the community of other Christians wherever they may be found in the world today—even 
in this camp this week. And God calls us in Holy Baptism, in which God says, “You are 
my own,” and in Holy Communion, in which God promises the meal is “given for you.” 
In other words, God calls us in many ways through experiences that are fairly ordinary. 
God is calling. We just need to pay attention to that call. 
This week we’ll discover more deeply how and why God calls us. So sharpen your senses 
to see and hear and taste and touch and even smell God’s call. Get ready for some good 
surprises as we discover together the God who calls us and the reason God needs us. 
(This theme could be expanded and personalized by sharing the stories of young people 
who’ve heard God’s call and answered that call in a special way. Or one or two staff 
persons could tell something about their own encounters with God and how they’ve 
heard and answered God calling them. Remember, the emphasis here should be on God 
and God’s call, not on the emotional drama of the personal story or the embellishment of 
a personal testimony.) 
Now that we’ve set the stage for our week’s theme, here’s a song by David Haas that tells 
about God calling us: 
 
Song 
“You Are Mine” (Worship & Praise Songbook 158) 
For variety, an ensemble of camp staff musicians might sing this song as their offering of 
praise. To include campers, teach them the refrain and then ask them to sing it after each 
stanza. If desired, other staff members could mime each stanza. The imagery is rich, so 
adding the visual element to the sung stanzas will make an even more powerful rendering 
of this song. 
 
Responding to the Word 
Leader: Because God calls us, we also have confidence that we can call on God. Often 
the way we call on God is through prayer. Our prayer takes many forms. 
 
Song, option 1 
“The Lord Is My Song” (Taizé Prayer 20, Songs & Prayers from Taizé, p. 42)  
Leader: This is a time for us to communicate to God our deepest concerns and our 
greatest joys and everything in between. God promises to hear us. After each brief prayer 
petition, we’ll sing a short refrain. It comes from a small community in France. It’s called 
“The Lord Is My Song.” 
The leader offers the following prayer, each line followed by the singing of the refrain. 
Leader: Let us pray… 
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…that we might be patient with ourselves and each other as we listen for God’s call. 
Refrain 
…that we might hear God’s voice clearly calling us this week through words and songs, 
new learnings and deep questions, and conversation and silence. 
Refrain 
…that we will not forget those in need—those who are hungry, homeless, orphaned, war-
torn, lonely, sick, and dying. 
Refrain 
…that our imaginations will be set free of the clutter that surrounds us each day so we 
can see and taste and hear and touch and tell about God’s amazing grace. 
Refrain 
…that we might make new friends and be good friends to others. 
Refrain 
…thank you, God, for calling us and listening to us! Amen. 
 
Song, option 2 
“I Will Call Upon the Lord” (Worship & Praise Songbook 70) 
This song may be done in a call-and-response style. Hand motions and clapping may be 
added to match the music. After the song, free prayer is offered by worship leaders to 
close the evening worship. Be sure to make the prayer fit the camp theme, “Listen! God 
Is Calling.” 
 
Sending 
Leader invites all to stand in preparation for the dismissal. 
 
Blessing 
Leader: Now may God, who brought you here, …tune up your ears for hearing, …open 
your eyes for seeing, …clear your sinuses for smelling, …cleanse your palate for tasting, 
…and open your mind for imagining. The living God calls you by name and will reveal a 
purpose for your life in God’s name. Amen! 
 
Song 
“We Are Called” (Renewing Worship R251, Worship & Praise Songbook 147) 
Have words available so campers can join in singing this sending song in its entirety. 
 
Dismissal 
Leader: Go in the name of God! Listen for the call of God! 
Response: Thanks be to God! 
Reprise the refrain of “We Are Called” as campers and staff leave worship. Or if 
musicians led everyone to opening worship, consider having those same musicians lead 
campers and staff to their resting places in procession. 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Theme 
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Day 1 worship, “Called to Be Loved,” is based on Luke 15:11-24. It explores how God 
loves us unconditionally, generously, and continuously. Through the story of the prodigal 
son and his waiting father, we see parallels between our lives and the one who is our 
gracious, divine Father. 
 
Preparations and materials 
Purchase or make scallop shells (handmade replicas can be substituted for the real thing) 
or crosses made from locally available materials such as wire, metal, or wood. Whichever 
symbol is chosen, find a way to inscribe or attach the following: “I.M.Called2B.Loved!” 
Be sure to prepare enough so each camper and staff person receives one. They will be 
given at worship on Day 1. Consider attaching a string or cord, long enough so it will fit 
over the head to be worn like a necklace or choker. Designate two or more staff people 
who will distribute these gifts as everyone gathers for worship. 
As usual, music and musicians need to be prepared in advance of worship. 
If the optional message is selected from the material that follows, the mime group would 
have to prepare and practice its presentation well in advance of worship. Make sure the 
group members assemble the props they will need for their mime. 
 
Gathering 
Musicians should be in place at the designated worship area, playing as campers and the 
staff arrive for worship. 
 
Giving of the gift 
As campers gather, two or more staff members greet them at the entrance to the worship 
area and give each one a shell or a cross marked with the phrase “I.M.Called2B.Loved.” 
As this symbol is given to (or placed around the neck of) each worshiper, the staff person 
might say, “Welcome to worship. You are called to be loved.” In the context of this day’s 
worship, it will serve to remind worshipers of the day’s theme and the robe and ring the 
waiting father gave to his prodigal son. 
Optional: If it’s warm enough, a gentle mist could be sprayed on campers as they arrive. 
The touch of gentle mist is suggestive of the gentleness of God’s love poured over us in 
Holy Baptism. 
After all have arrived, the leader begins. 
Leader: Welcome to worship. Our theme today is “Called to Be Loved.” You heard those 
words spoken to you when you arrived and received the gift of a shell (or cross). The 
shell is a symbol carried by pilgrims who walked the well-worn path from holy site to 
holy site in Spain and other places sacred to Christians. Their walk was a devotional 
journey during which they remembered how much God loved them. They also recalled 
their baptisms into the Christian faith. They carried the shell to signify to others the 
purpose of their journeys. The shell helps us remember how much God loves us too. 
Wear it proudly tonight as we hear God calling through the story of the spoiled son and 
his waiting father. You will notice it also has an inscription: “I.M.Called2B.Loved!” We 
will refer to that later in the service. For now, enjoy saying and remembering it. Repeat 
after me: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
If a cross is given instead of a shell, the leader emphasizes that the cross is a sign of 
God’s exceedingly generous love that took Christ to the cross and the grave. It becomes a 
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sign for us of God’s mercy extended to us and the whole world. We wear it proudly as a 
sign of our faith—we are children of God in Christ. When we think of Christ, we also 
think: “I.M.Called2B.Loved!” 
 
Invocation 
Leader: We gather in the name of God who made us, God who loves us (+), and God 
who abides with us. Amen. 
Musicians introduce the following. 
 
Songs 
“I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord Forever” (Worship & Praise Songbook 74)  
This short song may be sung several times to set a joyous mood for the service. 
“Mercy Is Falling” (Celtic Season of Worship, Vol. 2)  
This second song may be used also. It may be unfamiliar to campers and, therefore, 
require teaching and practicing several times. Hand motions that imitate falling rain get 
the whole body involved in singing praise to God.  
 
Litany of water 
Leader: O God of oceans and streams, 
rivers and tides,  
pools and lakes and aquifers: 
By water you carve great canyons; 
With water you wash our wounds; 
By water you bring seeds to life and irrigate the fields; 
With water we daily flush and brush, we wash and clean ourselves; 
In water we swim; on water we sail; 
It drowns or saves; we float or die; without it we can’t live; 
By water you move nutrients through each and every cell of our bodies; 
Through water you have called us in love to be your sons and daughters. 
Rain on us with your love,  
fall on us with your mercy,  
wash us in your grace,  
and we will give you thanks! Amen. 
 
Song  
“Shall We Gather at the River” (With One Voice 690) 
This song is probably familiar to most, but the words should be available so everyone can 
join in singing the entire song. Hand cymbals or tambourines can be used with the refrain 
to add a sound of joy. 
 
Encountering the Word: Touched by Grace 
Message 
Narrator: Jesus told the following parable. It goes something like this: Once upon a time 
there was a man who had two sons. One day, out of the blue, the younger one said to his 
father: 
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Younger Son: I want what’s coming to me and I want it now! I know I’m supposed to get 
it when you’re dead and gone, but I don’t want to wait. I just want to leave this place and 
begin a life of my own. 
Narrator: Surprisingly—and without questioning the son’s demands—the father gave him 
what he asked for (which was a lot because the father was a very successful 
businessman). 
Faster than you can imagine, the young son was out of there. He went about as far away 
as he could possibly go. He bought all kinds of things—whatever his heart desired and 
money could buy (which sounds really good until you stop to think that his debit card 
suddenly wouldn’t work and the credit limit on all his credit cards was maxed out!).  
In no time at all, he had squandered everything, which basically means he totally wasted 
what had taken his father a lifetime to accumulate. Gone. His whole inheritance was 
gone! How stupid is that? 
And to make matters even worse, there was a famine, which caused a food shortage 
throughout the country, which meant he couldn’t just pop into any old fast-food joint or 
fine-dining restaurant or grocery story and buy what he wanted—it wasn’t available. 
Besides, he had no money anyway! 
By the way, everyone else in the country was starving, too, but all he was interested in 
was his own growling stomach and feeding it. 
So he began to look for a job, something he had never had to worry about before. 
Luckily, he found a landowner who had some work—slopping the pigs, that is. (Staff 
oinks loudly.) The work was disgusting. His religion taught him that even to be close to 
pigs was like being filthy with sin. Reluctantly, desperately, he took the job. To himself 
he said: 
Younger son: I am sooooo hungry.  
Narrator: Disgusted. Desperate. Feeding pigs a diet of cobs. He considered trading place 
with the pigs. Then (younger son places cardboard cutout of a light bulb over his head) 
he had an idea—or was it a recollection? He remembered that his father’s hired workers 
were better off than he was. He said to himself:  
Younger son: My father’s hired workers have so much to eat, they even have leftovers at 
the end of the day. Here I am with these awful pigs who have more to eat than I do. 
Something’s wrong with this picture! 
Narrator: At that moment, he resolved to go back home, apologize to his father, and 
accept the consequences—whatever they might be. Perhaps his father would at least feed 
him something! (Younger son heads toward his father, who is rapidly approaching him.)  
The young son must have been as shocked as anyone when his father came running down 
the driveway, calling to the household staff as he ran: 
The Father: It’s him! It’s him! Bring the robe, kill the fatted calf I’ve been saving for 
something special, get the signet ring out of the safe! Quickly, I tell you! It’s him! 
Narrator: Though the young, wasteful, no-good, prodigal son tried to squeak out an 
apology, he was sure his father didn’t hear it for all the excited noises he was making. It 
was as if it didn’t matter that the son rejected his father, lost his fortune, shamed the 
family, and now came back for help. The father’s immense love for his son surpassed all 
those indiscretions. From the father’s point of view, the son he thought was dead came 
back to the family. What else could he do but celebrate the return of his own flesh and 
blood? 
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What amazing love, generosity, and grace that father showed toward his renegade son. 
If you substitute yourself for the young son, and God for the loving father, you begin to 
see why this story is important for us. No matter what we do, no matter how selfish we 
are, no matter how wasteful our lives, there is someone—namely, God—who loves us so 
much that nothing in the world can stop that love. 
The Reverend Jesse Jackson once preached a sermon to a group of high school kids. In it, 
he kept saying, and having the kids repeat: “I am (pause) somebody (pause). I am (pause) 
somebody (pause).”  
Repeat it after me: “I am (pause) somebody (pause/repeat). I am (pause) somebody 
(pause).” 
In a way, that’s the point of today’s theme. We are called by God to be loved! We are 
somebody. Nothing we can do will turn God against us. God calls us in love. We are 
called to be loved. Or as your shell [cross] says: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
 
Optional message: Either read Luke 15:11-32 in its entirety or summarize the story. 
Then continue with the message below. 
Other staff members or a group of campers could prepare a mime based on the rite of 
Holy Baptism as a backdrop to the following optional message. They mimic the action 
told by the leader. 
Leader: Do you remember what happens when someone is baptized? Have you 
participated in a baptismal service recently? Do you remember your own baptisms? 
First, the one who is to be baptized comes to the font. The person is often brought by 
parents and surrounded by friends or family. They gather around the baptismal font, 
where the event takes place. In most cases it’s inconvenient to gather at a river or stream, 
so water is brought for the baptism and poured into a basin. Some churches actually have 
a pool where the baptized are immersed. 
Then a promise is remembered: In love our gracious God sets us free from death and 
gives us new life in Christ, which lasts forever.  
And a promise is made by the witnesses to help the person grow in faith.  
And then, as water is poured into the basin, the whole history of just how much God 
loves us is told: how God saved Noah and his family; how God led the children of Israel 
through the wilderness into the promised land; how Jesus was baptized and protected; 
how God has used the waters of baptism to make disciples and be a sign of God’s reign in 
the world. 
Then everyone proclaims their faith in the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
and water is poured over the one being baptized with these words: “I baptize you in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
And finally the declaration is made that (put your own name here) is a child of God, 
sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever! (Based on the rite 
for Holy Baptism, Lutheran Book of Worship, pp. 121-125.) 
In some ways, baptism is like the story of the prodigal son and the waiting father. If we 
were to boil it all down to a few phrases that explain what baptism is, we would say: 
• God loves the world, even when the world is broken. 
• God loves you and me, even when we are rascals. 
• God welcomes us with open arms of love, and that love can never be taken from us. 

Never! 
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And God gives us gifts that signify we are sons and daughters forever. 
Want proof? It’s in the sign of the cross on our foreheads and in the gift of the Holy Spirit 
within us.  
Want a good way to remember it?  
On the shell (cross) you received when you came to worship, you’ll find the following 
phrase: “I.M.Called2B.Loved!” Say it with me: “I.M.Called2B.Loved!” 
That’s one way to remember God’s grace. And here’s another way to remember and 
celebrate it: 
Turn to your neighbor. One at a time, gently touch the forehead of the person facing you. 
Lightly make the sign of the cross (+) on that person as you say to him or her: “You are 
precious to God. God loves you. I.M.Called2B.Loved! UR2.” 
Pause as the signing happens. Then musicians begin to play “Child of the Water.” 
Leader: The musical group known as Dakota Road composed a song about God’s love 
and our being loved. It’s called “Child of the Water.” 
 
Song 
“Child of the Water” (Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 160)  
This song works well if the refrain is taught to worshipers and the stanzas are sung by 
soloists. Consider substituting the first person singular (“I’m”) in place of the second 
person singular (“You’re”) at the beginning of the refrain to emphasize the meaning of 
today’s message one more way. 
 
Responding to the Word 
After the singing ends, practice the response that will follow each of the prayer petitions 
below: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
 
Prayer 
Leader: God, thank you for calling me to faith and for loving me so generously. Help me 
always remember that… 
Campers: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
Leader: Thank you for the gift of the Spirit and for others in Christian community who 
remind me when I forget that… 
Campers: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
Leader: Teach me to live in such a way that others can see that… 
Campers: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
Leader: Help me tell others about the amazing and awesome love of God, who does not 
ever reject us, leave us, or blame us. Instead help me tell others how… 
Campers: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
Leader: For this amazing day and for this amazing group of campers and staff, let me 
rejoice, for… 
Campers: I.M.Called2B.Loved! 
All: Amen! 
 
Sending 
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Leader: This service is almost over. We have been touched by grace and reminded that 
I.M.Called2B.Loved—UR2. Now we go from here, and as we go, we sing a great song 
by John Ylvisaker: 
 
Song 
“We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus” (With One Voice 698) 
Be sure to have words available so all can join in this easy-to-learn song. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Theme 
“Called to Gratitude” is the worship theme for Day 2. It is based on John’s account of 
Jesus feeding the multitude (John 6:1-15). Here we see the miracle of God’s abundance 
stretched further than anyone can reasonably imagine. From five barley loaves and a 
couple of fish, Jesus, with the help of his disciples, feeds thousands and even has 
leftovers! How can this be? This service will underscore how God gives good gifts 
generously and abundantly. The only appropriate response in view of such a miracle is to 
live lives of thanksgiving and gratitude. 
 
Preparations and materials 
Besides carefully planning and practicing the music for this service (remember to have 
song words prepared in advance), worship leaders will bake or purchase breads of various 
kinds from around the world, such as rye bread, rice cakes, sourdough bread, unleavened 
bread (such as matzos), tortillas, saltines, African nut bread, shortbread, and Asian flat 
bread. Details of how they will be used are printed in the “Responding to the Word” 
portion of today’s service. Adaptations may be made according to available resources. 
Consider having groups of campers be responsible (with the help of the kitchen staff) for 
preparing and baking these breads. Such preparation would have to be done early in the 
day or even the day before. Also fill a number of plastic squeeze bottles with honey. Be 
sure to bring all these supplies to the place of worship and arrange the space according to 
the worship outline. (Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for learners 
who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
 
Gathering 
Consider gathering for worship in the kitchen near the oven, or around an outdoor oven. 
If neither is practical, build a fire suitable for baking bread and have bread dough ready to 
place on the coals during worship. As campers gather for worship, the staff “baker” will 
put prepared dough on coals and tend its baking during the service. Or prepare and bake 
bread in the camp kitchen ahead of time and have it delivered to the worship area to 
coincide with the final minutes of the service. 
Musicians welcome worshipers to the service and announce and lead the following songs. 
 
Songs 
“Baptized and Set Free” (Worship & Praise Songbook 14) 
“Lord, Be Glorified” (Worship & Praise Songbook 89) 
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Opening litany 
Staff members enact the following litany. Each staff member holds or wears a symbol of 
the line he or she says. (For example, the one who represents the baker wears a chef’s 
hat and holds a stirring bowl and whisk while saying, “Behind the bread is the baker.” 
The next staff person carries a sack of flour and says, “Behind the baker is the flour.” 
Continue through all voices.) After all have said their lines and held up their symbols, the 
entire ensemble calls out the last line of the litany. 
Voice 1: (holding a loaf of bread) Behold the bread! But… 
Voice 2: Behind the bread is the baker, and… 
Voice 3: Behind the baker is the flour, and… 
Voice 4: Behind the flour is the mill, and… 
Voice 5: Behind the mill is the harvest, and… 
Voice 6: Behind the harvest is the grain, and… 
Voice 7: Behind the grain is the sun and rain, and… 
Voice 8: Behind the sun and rain is the seed and soil, and… 
Voice 9: Behind the seed and soil is the farmer, and… 
All voices: Behind the farmer is the one who created farmer and field, seed and soil, sun 
and rain, grain and harvest, mill and flour, baker and bread! Thanks be to God! 
 
Song 
“Uyaimose (Come All You People)” (Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 15) 
Musicians teach the simple song. All join in singing several times. 
 
Encountering the Word: O Taste and See! 
Message 
Leader: Remember the smell of bread baking in Grandma’s oven? Fresh cookies, warm 
and soft on a winter’s day? The doughnuts at the bakery where you went with your uncle 
every Saturday morning? Even the smell of toast in the morning?  
Today we remember the graciousness of God in the miracles of Jesus’ multiplication of 
the loaves and fishes. And we express our gratitude for the bread we eat. 
It’s one thing to invite people over for dinner or a barbecue. But what if the whole 
neighborhood stopped by just because they knew you were home and could smell the 
steaks sizzling on the grill? 
Something like that happened with Jesus and his disciples. 
Use the Gospel account of Jesus feeding the multitudes printed below or tell the story in 
your own words. You may embellish or add emphasis if you like. You may even wish to 
act it out in dramatic fashion, but stay with the story as told by John. 
Leader: According to John, the Gospel writer, Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they 
saw what he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with 
his disciples, Now, the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When Jesus looked 
up and saw a large crowed coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where are we to buy 
bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test Peter, for he already knew what he was 
going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages could not buy enough bread for 
each of them to get a little.” 
How in the world would everyone be fed? Which reminds me of a song: 
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Song 
“What Have We to Offer?” (Dancing at the Harvest 20) 
Music leaders will need to teach this song and provide words for worshipers to join in. 
 
Message, continued 
Leader: Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make 
the people sit down.” Now, there was a great deal of grass in the place, so they sat down, 
about 5,000 in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
When they were satisfied, he told his disciples. “Gather up the fragments left over, so that 
nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five 
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled 12 baskets. When the people saw 
the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come 
into the world.” 
The gospel of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
This story defies mathematical probability. Five loaves and two fish divided by 5,000 
people who all ate until they were satisfied. And they ended up with 12 baskets of 
leftovers! As amazing as that is, that’s not the point. Apparently the point is that this 
amazing meal was made possible by God, who can satisfy every hunger in greater 
abundance than we dare to imagine. Which reminds me of another song: 
 
Song  
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” (Unfailing Light: An Evening Setting of Holy 
Communion 15)  
Again, music leaders will need to teach this text and tune. Or for variety, staff members 
might get together and sing it as a duet, trio, or quartet. 
 
Message, continued 
Leader: It’s hard to hear this story without at least thinking it has something to do with 
the feast we call Eucharist, Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper. The word eucharist 
means “thanksgiving” in the Greek language. In the eucharist, we Christians are grateful 
when we feed on Jesus and receive nourishment sufficient for all we are asked to do in 
God’s name. In communion, we acknowledge that God is the giver of the meal and we 
are the recipients. God gives in love and we receive with thanksgiving! Oh, joy! 
Our hands outstretched to receive the bread and cup is a visual way of expressing a 
theological truth. We can only receive—it is God who gives. And what God gives is so 
satisfying, so filling, so energizing, that all we can do is say, “Thank you, God!” 
Say it with me: “Thank you, God!” That’s gratitude.  
Another way we express our gratitude is to sing God’s praise through hymns, songs, and 
spiritual songs, such as “Come and Taste.” 
 
Responding to the Word 
Song 
“Come and Taste” (Worship & Praise Songbook 30) 
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Musicians lead the singing. Staff members have previously been assigned to bring breads 
in procession to a central table. 
 
Blessing of bread and prayer 
“A Blessing of Many Breads: A Taste of Justice,” author unknown, was first written for a 
gathering of Catholic campus ministers to emphasize the simple staple food (bread) that 
binds people everywhere. The prayers call to mind the immense needs of the whole 
creation. It was adapted for use in an Ash Wednesday liturgy at Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, Oregon. We use it here as a sign of gratitude to God for the gift of daily bread 
in its many forms. We also use these petitions as our commitment to share our bread with 
all who are in need. Those who present the breads also offer the prayer associated with 
it. Breads are brought forward in baskets or on plates and placed on a table. The bringer 
of the bread prays:  
Bread bearer 1: Rye bread is the staple of the laboring class in much of eastern Europe. 
Let it represent for us all who work for life’s basic needs. Let it be a sign of all who labor 
to be free. Let it remind us of women who are discriminated against in wages and work 
because they are women. Let it trouble us that children labor in sweatshops to make 
goods others enjoy. 
Bread bearer 2: In antiquity, rice was very rare and treasured. It was, therefore, often kept 
for medicinal uses. Let these rice cakes stand for men and women and children who are 
ill. Let it remind us of those whose suffer with malaria, cholera, typhus, polio, dengue 
fever, HIV, and AIDS. May they remind us of the healing needed because of the 
rejection, pain, and hurt that separates them from friends, church, and society. 
Bread bearer 3: Sourdough bread has as its leavening agent a small amount of dough 
reserved from the last batch to start new ones. Thus, we hold in mind those who have 
gone before us. From the yeast of their lives has come the blessing of ours. Let us call to 
mind heroes and heroines great and small whose faith and courage has given rise to 
generations who follow them.  
Bread bearer 4: Unleavened bread calls to mind refugees and exiles, like the Jewish 
people or refugees of war who have had to leave their homes and homelands hurriedly 
because of those seeking to capture or destroy them. 
Bread bearer 5: Tortillas, the common bread of the first peoples of the Americas, remind 
us of their connection to the land and the unjust ways they have been removed from their 
homelands. May it be for us a sign of all who long to find home. 
Bread bearer 6: Saltines represent the elderly and all who have cried tears of salt. Let the 
crackers remind us of those who have experienced life’s highs and lows, who have wept 
in grief or lamentation, who have seen war and drought and danger, who have preserved 
faith in difficult or dangerous times and who have endured. May they remind us of 
wisdom gained and wisdom shared. 
Bread bearer 7: African nut bread. Here is represented the bread of those of African 
descent who have been and still are oppressed by racism, sexism, and unjust structures. It 
calls to mind people of all races and cultures who have been enslaved by others, whose 
dignity and community have been taken from them. 
Bread bearer 8: Shortbread brings to mind the sweetness of youth, the joy of children, the 
playfulness and passion of the young. May this bread also remind us of those who care 
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for the young and lead them toward maturity, especially parents and grandparents, 
teachers and mentors, and those who model holy living.  
Bread bearer 9: This Asian flat bread, broken in fragments, bread stands for all who are 
broken by the burdens of life, the judgments of society, the brutality of religion, the 
impossible expectations of self. These are the fragile ones, including those who are 
hungry, homeless, mentally ill, addicted, depressed, or despised because of race, gender, 
age, religion, or sexuality—the disappeared, the species of the earth gone extinct, and the 
lost. 
Solo voice: Look and see the breads before us. May they symbolize all hungers and be 
signs of those who yearn in hope. Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied! 
The bread that’s been baking on the coals should now be ready to be divided and 
distributed to worshipers, who can add a dollop of honey and eat festively. If it’s not 
practical to serve bread warm from the oven or just off the coals, use prebaked breads 
(varieties mentioned above); divide and serve with honey. Take plenty of time to enjoy the 
feast.  
Leader: Mmmmm. We’ve been fed by God’s Word, reminded of the abundance of God’s 
grace, and called to gratitude. Now we sing about how our hungers are all satisfied by 
God: 
 
Song 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast” (With One Voice 766) 
Again, musicians will need to have words available for all to sing. They lead the singing.  
Sending 
 
Benediction 
Leader: You have been fed with the bread of life. God’s love is shown to you in countless 
ways. Therefore, live in God’s abundance and grace with thanksgiving. Go in peace and 
feed all who are in need! 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
Song 
“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart” (Worship & Praise Songbook 41) 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Theme  
Worship today centers on the encounter between Jesus and blind Bartimaeus (Mark 
10:46-52). Like many who don’t fit social or religious norms, Bartimaeus has been 
relegated to the fringes. He is considered an outcast, a misfit, not worthy of human 
contact or divine love. All that changes when Jesus hears him calling desperately, “Jesus, 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” (10:47) In this service we acknowledge the urgent and 
basic cry of each person: “Lord, have mercy.” With Bartimaeus we experience Jesus as 
one who hears our cry and makes us whole. Not only is his sight restored; he is called to 
faith that follows Jesus. So are we.  
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Preparations and materials 
Readiness for this service begins early in the day when campers and camp staff take time 
to create original prayer flags. To do this project, many squares of simple plain or colored 
fabric (approximately 10" [25 cm] square) will need to be cut, and ribbon or cord tied at 
two adjacent corners of the fabric. The cords will later allow the flag to be attached to a 
prayer pole or clothesline cord that will be suspended in the worship area.  
Give each camper one or more of these prepared flags and invite them to use fabric pens, 
markers, or paint to write on it something they are praying for, such as: “health,” “peace,” 
“hope,” “friends,” “those in danger”; or phrases like “kyrie eleison,” “Lord, have mercy,” 
“may it be so,” “help!” This project might be done during Bible study or craft time as part 
of the reading of the Bartimaeus story. Set them aside to dry if necessary.  
In the meantime, at the worship area, suspend poles or clothesline cord and attach a few 
sample prayer flags. Make sure there’s plenty of room to add all the other flags prepared 
by campers and camp staff.  
When it’s time for worship, instruct all to bring their prayer flags to the worship area and 
attach them to the pole or cord. The effect, if outdoors, is a colorful display of prayer 
concerns blowing in the breeze. This is a primary focal point for worship today.  
Don’t forget that musicians need time to prepare and practice. The leader will need to 
assign parts for others to speak or sing (voice of the psalmist, cantor, voices of 
Bartimaeus and Jesus, and others) as noted in the service. 
 
Gathering 
An ensemble plays instrumental music as worshipers gather. Some prayer flags have 
been suspended over the worship area on poles or clotheslines prepared for this purpose. 
Other flags are brought by campers and staff that were made earlier in the day. Each 
person ties his or her prayer flag(s) to the poles or cords. Younger campers may need 
help tying their prayer flags. Once everyone has gathered and prayer flags are attached, 
musicians introduce and lead the following song. Remember, if the music is new to 
campers, teach the tune and text before trying to sing it as a whole group: 
 
Kyrie invocation 
“Cry Mercy” (Work of the People, Vol. 1.5 138) 
After the song has ended, the leader welcomes worshipers. 
Leader: Repeat after me: Lord, have mercy.  
Campers: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Christ, have mercy. 
Campers: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Lord, have mercy. 
Campers: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Amen. Let it be so!  
Campers: Amen. Let it be so! 
Leader: The earliest, simplest, most basic prayer of trust in God is: “Lord, have mercy!” 
Often we sing it at the Sunday morning worship when the service begins, such as: 
Sing a well-known kyrie from a worship hymnal. 
Leader: Sometimes, as on Ash Wednesday, we pray it with the psalmist who says: 
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, 
you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in 
your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner 
when my mother conceived me. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your 
holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing 
spirit. (Psalm 51:1-5, 10-12) 
Leader: And today we join a blind man who, long ago, just wanted to see Jesus and be 
healed from his blindness. He cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 
Song 
“Open Our Eyes, Lord” (Worship & Praise Songbook 113) 
Musicians introduce the hymn by singing it once. Then all join in singing it twice. 
Leader: When we pray “have mercy,” we pray in confidence that God can be trusted to 
hear our prayers and answer them too—just like it was for a blind man long ago. 
 
Encountering the Word: I Have Seen The Lord! 
Message 
Leader: Why do we start a prayer with a plea for God’s mercy? Because we know God to 
be a “mercy-full” God. God loves sinners. God forgives sin. God restores all that is 
broken in us. God makes whole all who are rejected by others. 
The Gospel writer Mark tells the story of a blind man and Jesus this way (Mark 10:46-
52): 
“[Jesus and his disciples] came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say…”  
Bartimaeus: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
Leader: One musical version goes something like this… 
 
Song 
“Blindman” (Songs 6) 
Song leaders lead this easy-to-follow song. Campers join whenever they’re comfortable. 
 
Message, continued 
Leader: The story resumes: “Many sternly ordered [Bartimaeus] to be quiet, but he cried 
out even more loudly…” 
Bartimaeus: “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
Song leaders: (reprising “Blindman,” this time louder) “…and he cried oh, oh, oh, oh...” 
Leader: “Jesus stood still and said…” 
Jesus: “Call him here.” 
Leader: “And they called the blind man, saying to him…”  
Crowd: “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 
Leader: “So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to 
him…” 
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Jesus: “What do you want me to do for you?” 
Leader: “The blind man said to him…” 
Bartimaeus: “My teacher, let me see again.” 
Song leaders: (Reprise “Open Our Eyes, Lord,” this time changing it from plural “we” 
to singular “I” so that it reads, “Open My Eyes, Lord, I Want to See Jesus.”) 
Leader: “Jesus said to him…” 
Jesus: “Go; your faith has made you well.” 
Leader: “Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.” 
It wasn’t only Bartimaeus’s vision that improved that day. The eyes of his heart knew he 
could trust Jesus. He called out to Jesus in faith. Jesus heard Bartimaeus’s prayer and 
opened his eyes so he could really truly see again. At the same time, Bartimaeus was 
called to faith.  
 
Songs 
“We Have Seen the Lord” (Renewing Worship R292) 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (With One Voice 649) 
Musicians choose one of these two songs. Mention that the songs speak of seeing and 
following Jesus. Remember to distribute words and teach tunes so all can sing along. 
 
Responding to the Word 
Leader: We, like Bartimaeus, go to God in faith, in trust, in confidence. One of the ways 
we express faith in God is when we pray. 
Tonight our worship space is surrounded with prayer flags on which you wrote prayer 
concerns. You made them earlier today. Your hands touched the fabric and wrote the 
words and tied the knots to hang them in place. Just like words that come from inside us 
and roll off our tongues, the flags blow here in the breeze and signal our concerns for 
ourselves, our neighbors and friends, our families, and the whole world. In the form of 
these flags, we see visually the prayers we carry inside us. We trust the Holy Spirit to 
blow them to God’s heart and touch it on our behalf.  
Jesus taught us what praying in confidence to God sounds like. We often use his words to 
guide our praying. We use these words today too. We call it the Lord’s Prayer. 
We’re almost finished with our worship here. But before we go, we pause like 
Bartimaeus did to beg for God’s mercy. Just as Jesus stopped to listen to Bartimaeus, 
God stops to hear our prayers, make us whole, and call us to follow. Join me as we pray a 
version of the familiar Lord’s Prayer that uses slightly different words and phrases than 
we’re familiar with. Even so, these different phrases still carry the meaning of the prayer 
Jesus taught us. It’s punctuated by a refrain that’s sung between each prayer petition. The 
musicians will teach us the refrain. It goes like this:  
 
Song 
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” (With One Voice 772) 
Musicians sing the refrain once, then have campers repeat it twice. Then sing the refrain 
as part of the Lord’s Prayer as indicated below. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  
Adapted from Luther’s explanation to the Lord’s Prayer in his Small Catechism. 
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Leader: As a child comes to a loving parent in trust and faith, we pray to you, Abba. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: Your kingdom comes and your will is done when all people gather under your 
good and gentle reign. May it be so among us. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: Give us whatever we need to sustain from day to day. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: Forgive us the bad we do and the good we forget to do, and help us forgive 
others in the same way. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: Save us from temptations, trials, and tribulations designed to pull us away from 
you. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: And set us free from evil forces and wicked purposes. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: Before you, all powers and principalities bow; you are the source and conclusion 
of all that is. May we honor you and trust you and follow you daily. 
Campers: Song refrain 
Leader: Amen. 
 
Sending 
Benediction 
Leader: Our lives are a living prayer. The way we live gives witness to the God we trust. 
May we see with eyes of faith and follow Christ wherever he leads. Amen. 
 
Song 
“Kyrie Eleison” (Worship & Praise Songbook 81) 
The song serves as the sending song. Musicians teach this energetic rendering of the 
traditional kyrie. Campers and others sing the song’s refrain; musicians sing each stanza. 
Continue repeating until worshipers have departed. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Theme 
Today’s worship focuses on Jesus’ teaching concerning retaliation. Instead of relying on 
the predictable ways of the world, Jesus taught an alternative that underscores how 
followers of Christ are called to love enemies as well as friends (Matthew 5:38-48). 
Radical as it sounds, it’s not impossible. And so our worship explores the call of God to a 
different, better way—and how to hear it and  
apply it. 
 
Preparations and materials 
Prepare 10 cardboard cutouts that will remind worshipers of the tablets Moses received 
on Sinai. On one side of each write one of the Ten Commandments; on the reverse side 
write Luther’s explanation of that same commandment (text for these comes from A 
Contemporary Translation of Luther’s Small Catechism). Be sure to write large enough 
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so worshipers can read the words from a distance. If worship is to be held at night, use 
bright colors to make the words easier to read. Assign 10 staffers to hold these cardboard 
cutout commandments and speak the parts related to each (see “Invocation”). Also assign 
one staffer to be the questioner. 
In addition, each person will find a rock during the day prior to this worship. A craft 
project that includes painting the rocks they find will add a personal dimension to this 
project and make it easy to distribute them back to their “finders” after the service. 
Before worship begins, remind each person to bring his or her rock to the service.  
As with every service, make sure the worship area is prepared for worship, gather all 
needed supplies, and assign musicians to lead the singing. Musicians decide how to teach 
words and music for the songs. If a group of campers will pray the final prayer, provide 
the text and have them practice their parts well before worship begins. 
 
Gathering 
Call to worship 
“Love! Love! Love!” (Songs for a New Creation 6) 
Musicians introduce the refrain by singing it through once. Then all join in singing. 
Subsequent stanzas change one word (listed below). Repeat the song until all the words 
have been used. Musicians may choose additional words that best suit the particular camp 
setting. 
Stanzas: 
1. It’s about peace… 
2. It’s about joy… 
3. It’s about me… 
4. It’s about you… 
5. It’s about (call out a new, fitting word)… 
 
Invocation 
Ten staff members bring the 10 cardboard tablets bearing the Ten Commandments and 
their explanations to the worship area. Holding their cardboard cutouts, commandment 
side facing the assembly, they take their places in front of worshipers. The leader 
(“God”) calls them to attention and they sound off, one by one. 
God: Attention! Calling all Commandments! Sound off! 
1: Commandment 1—You shall have no other gods. 
2: Commandment 2—You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your 
God. 
3: Commandment 3—Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
4: Commandment 4—Honor your father and your mother. 
5: Commandment 5—You shall not murder. 
6: Commandment 6—You shall not commit adultery. 
7: Commandment 7—You shall not steal. 
8: Commandment 8—You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
9: Commandment 9—You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
10: Commandment 10—You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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Questioner: (pondering) Most of that sounds pretty negative and very constrictive! 
Besides, I try to keep those Commandments—at least most of them. I don’t kill or steal or 
swear a lot. I don’t understand how this applies to my life. So how does this help me live 
a more loving life anyway? 
God: Attention! Calling all Commandments! Sound off again! 
Now, one at a time, the 10 staff people turn their cardboard tablets over to reveal what’s 
on the other side, and say: 
1: We are to fear, love, and trust God above all things. 
2: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not curse, swear, practice magic, lie, or 
deceive using God’s name, but instead use that very name in every time of need to call 
on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God. 
3: We are to fear and love God, so that  
we do not despise God’s Word or preaching, but instead keep that Word holy and gladly 
learn it. 
4: We are to fear and love God, so that we neither despise nor anger our parents and 
others in authority, but instead honor, serve, obey, love, and respect them. 
5: We are to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm the lives of our 
neighbors, but instead help and support them in all of life’s needs. 
6: We are to fear and love God, so that we lead pure and decent lives in word and deed, 
and each of us loves and honors his or her spouse. 
7: We are to fear and love God, so that we neither take our neighbors’ money or property 
nor cheat them by using shoddy merchandise or crooked deals to obtain it for ourselves, 
but instead help them to improve and protect their property and income. 
8: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or 
slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to come to their defense, speak 
well of them, and interpret everything they do in the best possible light. 
9: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not try to trick our neighbors out of their 
inheritance or property or try to get it for ourselves by claiming to have a legal right to it 
and the like, but instead be of help and service to them in keeping what is theirs. 
10: We are to fear and love God, so that we do not entice, force, or steal away from our 
neighbors their spouses, workers, or livestock, but instead urge them to stay and remain 
loyal to our neighbors. 
Questioner: Oh (knowingly), I’m beginning to get the picture. It’s not so negative after 
all. In fact, I can see how the meanings of these Commandments help me live and serve 
others, too. That’s what it’s all about. It’s about being “called to love”: 
Musicians lead reprise of the song “Love, Love Love”—just one stanza this time. 
 
Encountering the Word: Just Live It! 
Scripture 
The staff people carrying commandment “tablets” are seated and the leader comes to the 
front. 
Leader: Listen to God’s Word: 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to 
you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other 
also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if 
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anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs 
from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who 
love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not 
even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect 
(Matthew 5:38-48).” 
 
Message 
Leader: (With emphasis.) “You have heard it said but I say to you.…” 
Stones can be used for throwing or they can be used for building and to point the way. 
A little boy was on his way home from school. He always walked with the neighbor kids. 
But in the same school, living in the same neighborhood, there were some bullies who 
just loved to gang up on younger kids they didn’t like. Such was the case on an early 
spring day long ago. 
Tommy and his neighbor Sarah were walking along, minding their own business, when 
they heard the “group of three” behind them, talking loudly, hollering out bad words, 
getting agitated. It was almost a sure thing that something was going to happen. But 
what?  
Before Tommy and Sarah could pick up the pace to cover the remaining three-block 
distance home, the brats behind them picked up rocks—not big ones, mind you, but big 
enough!—and they started lobbing them at Tommy and Sarah. At first they went high 
and wide, as if to just scare them a little. Before long, however, the rocks were being 
hurled with greater accuracy. And then it happened. 
A rock hit Tommy squarely on the back of the head. Too stunned to yell, too proud to 
cry, he put his hand on the place where the rock struck. Sarah asked, “Are you okay?” 
Tommy could barely answer. Both of them now began to run, lunch boxes and books 
nearly dropping as they hastened to the safety of home. 
Tommy and Sarah made quick progress. They went to Tommy’s house, where they 
recalled the painful events of their after-school attack. Tommy’s mom thanked Sarah, put 
ice on the growing lump on Tommy’s head, and went out to find the culprits.  
Before long she returned with the rock-thrower and his mother. Tommy flinched when 
they all came to the door. But then came the words from the bully: “I’m sorry. I won’t do 
it again.” And he never did! 
In our world, plenty of people are divided by words and rocks-turned-to-weapons. Jesus 
teaches a different way.  
“You have heard it said,” he taught, “that you should retaliate for misdeeds done to you. 
You’ve also heard it said that you should only love those who feel the same way about 
you.” But then he went on to offer a different glimpse of possibilities. “I say to you, there 
is another way.” 
Our rock is Jesus Christ. His way is not the way of throwing but of building and pointing 
the way. 
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Song 
“You Are the Rock of My Salvation” (Worship & Praise Songbook 161) 
 
Responding to the Word 
Leader: You brought with you rocks you found—and painted—earlier today. You know 
that we could have an awesome and destructive fight here with those rocks. There are 
examples of that in the world. But I challenge you to do something else. 
If we mix some cement and use all the rocks you’ve brought with you, we would have the 
beginnings of a foundation for a house or a cabin. If the foundation was already made, we 
could arrange these rocks and stack them in such a way as to make a beautiful fireplace. 
Or by adding one rock to another and stacking them up, we could have what hikers call a 
cairn, a trail marker, to guide you in places where the trail seems unclear.  
Life can be difficult and challenging. But one thing we know: God has called us to love. 
The rocks in our pockets can be used for destructive purposes or they can be assembled to 
guide others on the path of love. 
Let’s make such a trail marker right here.  
Bring your rocks. Stack them up. Let the rock you contribute signify that you are laying 
down the urge to respond with an “eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.” Instead, let it stand 
for your commitment to signal someone else that there is a way of responding to the 
troubles of the world and it is called Christ’s way—the way of love. 
Musicians play instrumental “traveling music” here as campers come forward, each one 
adding her or his rock to the pile. After placing their rocks, they return to their places. 
When all are finished: 
Leader: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” May this be the path we follow 
and live! 
 
Song 
“All Are Welcome” (Renewing Worship R219)  
Musicians teach the refrain. Staff soloists or an ensemble of vocalists sing stanzas 
(especially 1, 4, 5) and all join in on refrain. 
 
Prayer 
This or another prayer that expresses the theme of the day may be used. A group of 
campers could be asked to pray this prayer, dividing the petitions among them (“A Prayer 
Attributed to St. Francis,” Lutheran Book of Worship, p. 48):  
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek  
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
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to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 
Sending 
Song 
“We Are Marching in the Light of God” (Worship & Praise Songbook 148) 
Musicians lead as usual, adding drums to underscore the rhythm. Rocks may be left in 
place or gathered to return to campers at the closing worship. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Theme 
All week long we’ve been paying special attention to the ways God calls us—to be loved, 
to gratitude, to faith, to love others. As the week draws to a close, today we add that we 
are called to share. When God calls, those who have been called are changed. And this 
change is especially evident in the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10). Called 
to share, Zacchaeus does. What about us? Do we share as we’re called to do? This story 
guides our worship today. 
Remember, since this is the last day of camp, there may be some sadness among campers 
and staff that the week has so quickly ended. The good news is that we are called to share 
our own experiences of Christ with the world where we live. This service helps us 
recognize that call and empowers us to do it. 
 
Preparations and materials 
The tone of this service is one of surprise and joy. Therefore, it will be important for 
worship leaders and musicians to coordinate their planning and practice their parts so that 
a joyous spirit is conveyed throughout this service.  
As always, assign parts well in advance (psalm voices, gospel reader, and blessing 
givers). If you choose to use Message Option 2, gather the items referred to in that 
portion of the service. 
Prepare today’s worship symbol, a small banner or bookmark that reads “Give It Away!” 
Make one for each camper. Or plan it as a craft project in which campers make the 
bookmark or banner themselves earlier in the week. This symbol will be given at the end 
of today’s service as campers depart. Bring the finished bookmarks or banners to the 
worship area prior to the service for easy distribution at the end. 
 
Gathering 
The gathering music captures the spirit of joy intended for this day’s worship. All three of 
the following songs are used in succession. They serve as a threefold call to worship. 
Musicians are enthusiastic. They add the joyful sounds of tambourines, drums, wind 
chimes, and so on, to underscore this enthusiastic spirit. The first song is easily done in 
call-and-response style. The second assumes all sing together. The third divides parts 
between a leader who introduces each phrase followed by others who complete it. Use 
your creativity in leading these songs. 
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Songs 
“Come, O Holy Spirit” (With One Voice 681) 
“Sing a New Song” (Worship & Praise Songbook 125) 
“Sing Out, Earth and Skies” (Renewing Worship R289) 
Leader: Welcome to this day’s worship. Too soon the week has come to a close. But our 
camp theme, “Listen! God Is Calling” is not complete until we also hear that we are 
called to share the good news of God with lives that are generous and dedicated to others. 
First we pause to hear once again how generous God is to us. 
 
Litany  
This litany is based on Psalm 104:24-30. From their places in the worship area, the 
following voices stand and pray the psalm. 
Voice 1: How many are your works, O Lord! 
In wisdom you have made them all. 
The earth is full of your riches. 
Voice 2: There is the sea, vast and wide, 
with its moving swarms past counting, 
living things great and small. 
Voice 3: The ships are moving there 
and the monsters you made to play with. 
Voice 4: All of these look to you 
to give them their food in due season. 
Voice 5: You give it, they gather it up; 
you open your hand, they have their fill. 
Voice 6: You hide your face, they are dismayed; 
you take back your spirit, they die, 
returning to the dust from which they came. 
Voice 7: You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth. 
Leader: God gives us life. God creates the wonders of creation. God sustains us and all 
living things. And God renews it all. Who can keep quiet about such good news? We 
need to share it. So let us join our voices in telling what God has done. 
 
Song 
“Tell What God Has Done for Us” (Dancing at the Harvest 97) 
Musicians teach worshipers the refrain. One or several voices sing each stanza, followed 
by the refrain that all sing together. 
Leader: One way to demonstrate that we have been called to share is to tell the good 
news we know; another way is through the way we live. Here’s a story about a man who, 
after an encounter with Jesus, changed his whole life. He was accustomed to taking from 
others, but after Jesus touched his life, Zacchaeus began giving generously to those in 
need, including those who had been wronged. 
 
Encountering the Word: Give It Away! 
Gospel 
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Voice: [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was tying to see who Jesus was, 
but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to 
welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of 
one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
will pay back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and 
to save the lost” (Luke 19:1-10). 
 
Song 
“Zacchaeus Was a Wee Little Man”  
Just for fun, everyone sings this well-known Sunday school song before the message 
begins. 
 
Message, Option 1  
Leader: When anyone mentions the words tax collector, it usually arouses a disgusted 
response. And even if we don’t really despise people who are just doing their jobs—even 
collecting taxes—we tend to blame them for taking some of our hard-earned money in 
support of things we can’t see or don’t care about. It seems opinions about tax collectors 
have never been much different than they are today. 
Consider the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus:  
The tax collectors in Jesus’ day actually worked for the Romans who occupied the 
territory of Jericho. The taxes they collected went to Rome to support the treasury and 
help exert control over distant lands. Tax collectors were required by Rome to pay the 
amount they expected to collect first, so it became the tax collector’s job to collect 
enough money to replace that amount and provide his own income for the year—like an 
additional fee taken for every tax collected.  
Someone like Zacchaeus was especially targeted for criticism because, as “chief” tax 
collector, he supervised others who were already using the system to their advantage. 
Imagine how they felt about another layer of bureaucracy tacking on still another fee for 
oversight! Since Zacchaeus was rich, as Scripture says, the assumption was that he made 
his wealth at the expense of others. No wonder the bystanders considered him to be “a 
sinner.” 
To the shock of the crowd, Jesus went directly to Zacchaeus, whom they despised, and 
announced he was stopping by his home to stay, to dine, and to meet his friends. Imagine 
the clamor in the crowd. One of the least-savory people in town was going to host Jesus 
for supper!  
But that’s just like God, isn’t it? God opens doors that are often closed and challenges 
assumptions that seem common knowledge. We don’t know why Jesus decided that 
Zacchaeus’s home was the right spot for an evening out. We do know that things changed 
in Zacchaeus when Jesus touched his life.  
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Repentance means to “turn the other way.” Whatever else can be said about Zacchaeus, 
one must say that his life took an important turn upon encountering Jesus. Before, 
Zacchaeus probably didn’t give a second thought about those who might be harmed 
because of him taking their money (after all, he was just working for “the system”), but 
suddenly he was committed to changing his ways and returning what had been taken—
half to the poor and fourfold if he defrauded anyone.  
You do the math. No matter how you cut it, this man is changing his attitude and his 
behavior.  
His was no bargaining for a better place in heaven. Jesus had already determined that 
Zacchaeus was worth loving. His was simply a response to the amazing grace of God. 
Called to share his life, his power, and his wealth with others, he did! 
We may not have wealth or power as Zacchaeus did. But we, too, are being called by 
God to share. God has been so generous with us. We’ve got physical skills, mental 
abilities, talent, time, and energy—we even have money to use. The question is, what are 
we doing with these things to bring glory to God or benefits to others? The living God 
has called you. So how are you going to live differently at home and among your peers in 
the days, weeks, months, and years to come?  
Do you know that there are college students the age of the counselors here who’ve heard 
God calling them to share their time, talents, and treasures with others? Some Harvard 
students provide a student-run shelter for the homeless of their community from 
November to spring. Students from Clemson University in South Carolina have used 
their God-given gifts to build Habitat for Humanity houses—lots of them—to house 
people who couldn’t normally afford a simple house. Hundreds of students at Fresno 
State University in California tutor children of immigrant families. Lutheran students at 
Syracuse University in New York have created a computer lab for disadvantaged inner-
city kids in their community. And a team of students in Bellingham, Washington, train 
college students across the country in effective nonviolence techniques. For what good 
purpose might you use your time, talents, and treasures? 
Other stories may be told about young people who are making a difference in Christ’s 
name. 
Leader: You are called to share the good news of God’s amazing grace. Let your life 
speak as you give it away freely and generously. 
Message, Option 2 
A staffer (looking and sounding a little down in the dumps or dejected) sits on a log 
surrounded by a pile of clothes and symbols from the week’s worship services. The staffer 
also has an empty backpack or duffel bag. This sketch begins as she or he reluctantly 
packs the bag. 
Staffer: Sad to say, but it’s nearly time to leave camp. How quickly the week has flown 
by. I had such a great time. I met such great people. I learned lots of new stuff. I can’t 
believe how many activities we did. (Mentions activities specific to your camp.) And 
even though I came here mainly because it seemed like a fun getaway from home and 
family, I was even reminded of things I heard before but hadn’t quite understood. And I 
thought about stuff I’ve never thought about before. Wow! This week is going to be 
something I remember for a long time. 
(Looks at the campers and invites their response.) Was that true for you too? Did you 
have a great time? What did you like best? (Pauses for their answers.) Did you 
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experience God this week? (Pauses briefly.) Did you “hear God calling”? (Pauses.) Me 
too! 
Now here I am surrounded by all these clothes, my belongings, mementos from the craft 
center, e-mail addresses of new friends, photos, memories of the good times I’ve had—
and my dirty underwear! (Smiles.) Maybe I can get my little brother to wash them for me.  
I’ve been thinking about the great worship services we’ve had here. That first night when 
the musicians led us to worship as they sang “Listen, God Is Calling.” (Holds up an 
instrument and puts it in the backpack.) Day 1 when the theme was “Called to Be Loved” 
and we got the great shell (or cross) to remind us of being claimed and loved by God, 
with that funny phrase “I.M.Called2B.Loved.” (Puts the shell/cross in the pack.) And 
Day 2 when we experienced so many ways to express gratitude. Remember the bread and 
honey? It may not keep but I still have a little piece of it here in this zipper bag. (Adds the 
bread to the pack.) Then came Day 3 when Bartimaeus and Jesus had that awesome 
encounter and Bart got his sight back. What was the theme? Oh, yeah—“Called to Faith.” 
Here’s one of the prayer flags. (Holds up a flag; it says “Have mercy.”) That’s worth 
remembering. (Puts it in the pack.) Then yesterday when we made that pillar of rocks to 
contrast the way we could use the same rocks for throwing or building walls. Instead we 
got to make this pillar—I think we called it a cairn—as a directional signal for others to 
follow the way of Jesus. This rock is great because my cabin group all signed their names 
on it. I’ll remember this for a long time. (Adds the rock to the pack.)  
Well, I guess that’s it. It’s all packed. Now what?  
I could keep all this in the pack once I get home, and take it out and look at it next year. 
But that seems to contradict the whole point of this week. I think my counselor and the 
rest of the staff have been trying to get me to live my life in Christ in such a way that I 
can share it with others. 
That’s it. I’ll take these home but I won’t leave them in the pack or toss them in a drawer. 
I’ll put them somewhere I can see them. They’ll remind me about the important things I 
learned this week. I can even use them to tell others of this great God who’s called me 
and sent me to share with other people the good news of Jesus Christ. 
The underwear and the rest of the dirty clothes—they’re just things. But the rest of this 
stuff will become real treasures—great reminders of this fabulous week and the fabulous 
God who loves us. With these treasures and God’s help, I’ll be able to help others. 
“Listen! God Is Calling.” 
It would be possible to take the treasures from this week, including the treasure of God’s 
calling, and put them deep in your backpack and hide them away—just a forgotten 
memory. Don’t do that. We are called to let them live in our hearts and let them lead our 
witness. God is calling us to tell good news and live it. Let’s believe it. Let’s do it. 
 
Responding to the Word 
Song  
“Give It Away” (Dancing at the Harvest 96) 
Whether Message Option 1 or 2 is used, musicians conclude with this song. 
 
Offering prayer 
Invite everyone to hold hands for the following prayer. 
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Leader: Merciful and generous God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 
first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Help us give them away for the sake of all who are in need. In so doing, help us find the 
true treasure of faith measured in word and action. Amen. 
 
Sending 
Leader: (Holds up a world map or a globe.) You and I are gifts of God for the sake of the 
whole world. We are called to tell what we’ve seen and heard and tasted and touched and 
smelled. 
We are called to live lives that have been changed by the living God. Share this good 
news! 
 
Blessing 
Assign five staff people to give the blessing, one for each day’s worship theme. The five 
surround the worship area. Then, one by one, they lift up their hands and say to the 
campers: 
Voice 1: You are called by God to be people of grace, gratitude, faith, and love. 
Voice 2: You are nurtured by God with food for the journey. 
Voice 3: You are taught by God to love, trust, thank, and serve. 
Voice 4: You are strengthened by God to live lives of courage and Christian conviction. 
Voice 5: You are blessed by God with opportunity, energy, and hope. 
Now the entire staff encircles campers and sings this song of blessing for their homeward 
journey. 
 
Song 
“May You Run and Not Be Weary” (Worship & Praise Songbook 97) 
Leader: Listen! God is calling. In words and actions, go and share God’s good news! 
Campers: Thanks be to God! 
 
Song 
“Send Me, Jesus” (With One Voice 773) 
Cantor begins the song and announces the stanzas; all others respond in song. 
As they leave the worship area, everyone receives a bookmark or small banner bearing 
the phrase “Give It Away!” 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Small Group Devotions 
Use these devotion ideas with small groups of campers. 
 
Age-level coding 
Each devotion is recommended for use with 
specific age levels. To find out which activities are 
best suited to your group, look for the letter 
corresponding to the age level of you group. Feel 
free to adapt an activity for use with your group. 
The Bible study writer for each age level has 
contributed two small group devotions for each 
daily theme. The coding letter in bold type 
indicates the source of the devotion. 
L = Lower elementary 
U = Upper elementary 
J = Junior high 
S = Senior high 
A = Adult 
I = Intergenerational 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved  
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Listening practice 
L U J S A I 
Find an area away from loud human-made distractions. Have the campers sit apart from 
one another and close their eyes. Challenge them to listen intently for two to three 
minutes and try to identify as many sounds as possible. Ask campers to share what 
sounds they identified. Talk about how easy or difficult it is to listen. Invite them to 
suggest strategies for tuning out distractions. 
As Christians we say that we are “called” by God to certain ministries and ways of living. 
Discuss how we listen for God’s voice. Ask campers to suggest ways that God might 
speak to us in order to lead us in the direction God is calling. (Reading Scripture, 
listening to those who love us, paying attention to our own set of gifts, praying for 
guidance, and so on.) What are some ways that we can tune out distractions in order to 
concentrate on God’s voice? 
 
Tree love 
L U J S A I 
Visit a tree and examine its structure. Ask campers to describe how its various parts can 
represent aspects of a family. The roots might represent love because they provide 
nourishment and hold the tree in place. The trunk might represent forgiveness because it 
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is necessary for the tree to keep standing and growing stronger. We might be the branches 
and our actions the leaves because they give us a fresh start each year. 
 
Love: all that matters  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Pencils, paper, Bible. 
Tell campers that they are going to answer some questions that will relate to their faith 
journeys. Pass out a piece of paper and pencil to each camper and have all number their 
papers from 1 to 6. Tell them that they do not have to share their answers with anyone—
all they need to do is write their answers on the paper. 
• In how many days did God make the world?  
• Who built the ark?  
• Who chased the people across the Red Sea?  
• How many people did you serve last month?  
• How many Bible verses do you have memorized?  
• How many days did you spend at the church last month?  
When campers have finished writing out their answers, discuss this activity with them. 
Sometimes it feels, as with the first three questions, that we should know everything 
about the Bible to be a “good” Christian. We might feel that we have to be able to quote 
Scripture, find the book in the Bible easily, and know the right answers. Other times, it 
feels like we should be able to count up the “good deeds” that we have done, whether it 
be our times at church or our service to others. Although these things are often a part of 
our faith lives, they are not as important as God’s love. Allow campers to rip their 
answers to shreds and throw them away. 
It doesn’t matter how many answers we know or how many good deeds we do. Because 
of our faith, we might know or do certain things, but that is not what makes us “right” in 
God’s eyes. Rather, what matters—the reason for our existence—is to be loved, and we 
know this because of Jesus’ death on the cross. Close by reading John 3:16. 
 
Ragman 
L U J S A I 
Materials: The story “Ragman” by Walter Wangerin Jr. from Ragman and Other Cries 
of Faith, various props found by campers. 
Read this story to the campers. Give them time to assign each other various roles and find 
props to act out the story of the Ragman. Have someone narrate and let the campers act 
out the story. Afterward, talk about the story and close the activity with prayer. 
 
Litany 
J S A 
Ask campers to share in the following litany. Feel free to have the campers share in the 
leadership parts as well as in the response. (The leadership parts are numbered to make 
this easier to assign.) Tell the campers that they are free to add petitions of their own at 
the end, with the response, “You love us, Lord.” 
Leader 1: Even before we are aware of who we are… 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 2: When we betray our friends for our own sake or gain… 
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Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 3: When we lose our way and long after other gods… 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 4: When our faith seems to flee and our love grows cold… 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 5: When we are alive to your grace and love for us… 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 6: When we share of ourselves, our gifts, our treasures… 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 7: When we are grateful for who you have made us to be... 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
Leader 8: Whatever the circumstances, whatever our failures or successes, no  
matter what… 
Response: You love us, Lord. 
 
Formed by God 
J S A 
Materials: Bible, journals or paper, pencils. 
Ask campers to find a quiet place to think and pray, to spend a few moments being quiet 
in God’s presence, lifting whatever thoughts they might have to God. Then ask them to 
make a list of things about themselves that they would like to change. Indicate to them 
that they won’t have to share anything on the list that they don’t want to.  
Gather the campers together. Ask those who wish to share an item or two from their list. 
Then read Psalm 139:13-18 responsively by half verse (you read the first half of the verse 
and the campers respond by reading the second half). After reading the psalm, ask them if 
they feel differently now about the list they created. Does being “intricately woven” and 
“formed” and “fearfully and wonderfully made” change how they feel about themselves? 
Close with this prayer:  
Thank you, God, for making us in your image, for knitting us together and forming us to 
be your precious children. Help us believe that we are indeed wonderfully made by your 
own hands and out of the depth of your love for us. Create in us strong confidence in 
your love as we live day by day. Amen. 
 
Morning prayer 
S A 
Gathering in an inspirational outdoor setting and ask: Have you ever had a “miracle 
moment,” one of those times when everything happened just as it was supposed to? Invite 
the campers to share their moments. After some have shared, invite everyone to think 
about all of the things that God had to make happen just right to create the world that we 
live in today. Imagine what would have happened if one detail had been different. Think 
about human beings—if one detail had been different, we might not be who we are. God 
put a great deal of planning into us. Our creation, our being, our miracle moments take 
place when everything happens at just the right time, where our choices and God’s grace 
collide.  
Read Romans 5:6-8. Paul says, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly.” There is a saying that refers to God coming to us: “He may not 
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come when you want him, but he’s right on time.” God made us to be loved, and loves us 
enough to be present in our miracle moments. 
 
Evening prayer 
J S A I 
Gather outside under a starry sky. How does God love me? Count the ways. Invite 
campers to take turns sharing with the group the ways they know God loves them. The 
list will be endless, but when sharing wanes, invite the group to look at the stars. Imagine 
all that God has created. How does God love me? Count the ways.  
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude  
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Mandala 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Paper, pencils, colored pencils or markers. (Optional: rulers, compasses, 
protractors.) 
Invite campers to meditate on their gifts from God while creating mandalas. Mandalas 
originated in Hinduism and Buddhism as a means of meditating on the universe by 
creating geometric shapes, but they are used in many traditions for meditation or prayer. 
The shapes are usually circular and inset with other intricate designs that are patterned 
and sometimes symmetrical. You might consider creating a sample mandala beforehand. 
Give each camper a piece of paper and a pencil. Set out colored pencils or markers for 
campers to share. Other helpful tools are rulers, compasses, and protractors, but these are 
not necessary if they’re not available.  
Describe how to create a mandala. Start with a circle drawn freehand or traced around a 
plate. Fill in the circle with other shapes, designs, and colors, allowing the process to 
flow freely rather than by trying to fashion a work of art. Explain that creating a mandala 
can be like a form of prayer or meditation. You might choose to play soft music in the 
background. Ask campers to work quietly and independently. Begin by silently focusing 
on God’s gifts. Give campers plenty of time to work on their mandalas; do not rush them. 
Assure them that they do not need to finish, but that they can work on them at other 
points during the week if they wish. Campers might share their mandalas—and some of 
their thought process, if they choose.  
 
Psalm 103 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bibles. 
Say a simple psalm of praise together as a means of expressing gratefulness. Invite 
campers to open their Bibles to Psalm 103. Divide the reading among the campers and 
then read it out loud. 
 
Bag of thanks 
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J S A I 
Materials: Small paper bag, index card, pencil, and Bible for each camper. 
Have each camper take a bag outside to find 10 things that fit inside—reminders of God’s 
goodness and creation. Then have campers each take an index card and write a Bible 
verse that reminds them of the things they collected or of God’s goodness in creation. If 
they are having problems, direct them to the psalms (100, 103, and 150 are good starters). 
When finished, have campers come together and share the items in their bags and the 
scripture passages they chose. Close with a prayer of thanks. 
 
Creation thanks 
J S A I 
Materials: Night hike materials, Bible. 
Go on a nature walk or night hike. Allow campers to experience different parts of God’s 
creation in both nature and in themselves. For ideas on night hike activities, see 
www.d.umn.edu/~kgilbert/educ4163-1/Night HikeLesson.rtf or do a Web search for 
night hike activities.  
For a daytime nature walk, allow campers to walk silently and take in various parts of 
creation, encouraging them to use all their senses. Read Psalm 150. Close in prayer, 
thanking God for God’s amazing creation. 
 
A moveable feast of thanksgiving 
S A 
Gather the campers together and tell them that this is going to be an active devotional 
exercise. Ask them to take about 10 minutes to walk around camp and give thanks to God 
for everything they see for which they are grateful. When they come upon something—or 
someone!—for which they intend to give thanks, ask them to say a silent prayer like 
“Dear God, I am thankful for __________ because _________.” When they return, ask 
them to share some of the things for which they gave thanks and why. If they did not give 
thanks for other human beings (such as counselors or cooks) at the camp, make sure that 
those workers are included at this point. Close with this prayer or a similar one:  
Gracious God, you have given us much to be thankful for. Open our hearts and minds 
every day so we might see the many gifts you give us. We thank you for your loving care 
of each of us and ask that you might make us grateful people. In the name of Jesus, your 
Son, we pray. Amen. 
 
Merry Christmas 
J S A I 
Materials: Paper, pencils. 
Gather campers together and ask what their favorite Christmas carols are. Sing a stanza 
or two of a couple of Christmas carols. Give each camper a pencil and a piece of paper 
and ask everyone to draw a line down the center of the paper. Next, have them each write 
a list on one half of the paper of things they want for Christmas. Invite them to share one 
or two of the items. When they have finished, ask them to imagine what a wish list might 
look like from a person their age who lives in poverty. (If possible, you may want to 
provide a particular context or life story.) Ask the campers to compile that list on the 
other half of the paper. Again, have the group share their responses. When they have 
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finished, remind them that one way we acknowledge that all we have comes from God is 
to share that with those who are in need. Encourage campers to include others’ needs on 
their Christmas and birthday wish lists. 
 
Morning prayer 
S A 
Materials: Bible. 
Gather in an outdoor place where there is a clear view of creation. Invite your group into 
a time of silence. Share with them that the Greek word for “Spirit” is pneuma. Pneuma 
means “breath.” What would life be without breath? What would life be without God? 
Invite the group to spend a few more minutes in silence, breathing. Invite them to see 
how long they can go without breath. Breath as God is necessary for our existence, and 
God in love is always present. Close by reading Genesis 2:7 and John 20:22. 
 
Evening prayer 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bible. 
Read this Navajo beauty prayer aloud: 
Beauty is before me, and 
Beauty is behind me, 
Above me and below me 
Hovers the beautiful. 
I am surrounded by it. 
I am immersed in it. 
In my youth I am aware of it, 
And, in old age, 
I shall walk quietly the beautiful trail. 
In beauty it is begun. 
In beauty it is ended. 
Invite your group to share what came to their minds as they heard the words beauty or 
beautiful. Read the poem again, substituting the word God for all forms of the word 
beauty. Close by reading John 1:1-3. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Faith map 
U S J A 
Materials: Paper, pencils. 
Give each camper a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask all to think for a while about their 
faith and what role their faith has played throughout their lives. Invite them to invent a 
country that represents their faith life. They should create a map for the country by 
drawing the border and giving it a capital, some cities, geographical landmarks such as 
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water and mountains, and roads leading from place to place. They should also name the 
country and the elements within it.  
If the campers are struggling to begin, suggest some ways to approach it. Perhaps they 
can list some significant events and think of how faith played a role in each event—these 
events could be represented by the cities. They might think of times when their trust in 
God was very strong, and times when it felt weak or nonexistent—these could be 
represented by mountains or valleys. Freeways from city to city might represent times 
when faith came easily, and gravel roads might represent a time of questioning. Allow 
plenty of time to work on this. Give campers the opportunity to share about their faith 
countries—in essence, to tell their faith stories.  
 
Faith journals 
U J S A 
Materials: Bibles, two pieces of card stock (5.5" x 8.5" [14 cm x 21.6 cm]) per camper, 
20-30 sheets of paper (5.5" x 8.5" [14 cm x 21.6 cm]) per camper, paper punch, fasteners, 
stickers, markers, and other items to decorate journals. 
Campers will create faith journals to use as a tool in their faith journeys. Have each 
camper fasten together card stock for covers and blank paper in book fashion, then 
decorate the front and back covers with stickers, markers, and other items. Say that the 
purpose of this journal is to encourage them in their faith journeys. Some people use 
journals to write prayers, while others note ways that God has worked in the day. 
Campers might want to use their journals for that purpose, or to record favorite scripture 
passages, or however they would like. Allow campers to go somewhere alone and use the 
journal. After some time, gather together and ask campers to share their experiences. 
Close in prayer.  
 
God’s fingerprints 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Paper, pencils or markers, Bible. 
Hand out paper. Have each camper trace a handprint onto the paper. Explain to campers 
that in life we often have awesome moments and times when we see God’s work in 
action. It might be during an evening campfire or a hike in the woods, or perhaps it is 
through the words of a friend or the service of a good meal. Have campers write and draw 
ways in which they have seen God’s “fingerprints,” those awesome moments during this 
week. When campers are done, have them share their drawings. Read Psalm 8. Close in 
prayer, thanking God for those awesome moments, times when we see God’s work in 
action, as it fuels our faith. 
 
Now faith is… 
J S A 
Materials: Bibles, pencils or pens, paper. 
Have campers find a quiet spot to be with their Bibles, a pencil or pen, and a piece of 
paper. Have them read Hebrews 11 to themselves twice. Ask them to read the passage 
quickly the first time, to get a feel for it, and then more carefully the second time. Tell 
them that when they are done reading, you would like them to write at least three things 
that faith is, according to this scripture passage. Allow plenty of time for reading and 
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writing, then gather the group together and ask them to share what they have written. 
Discuss together how the various aspects of faith described in Hebrews helps inform and 
support their own faith. 
 
Pistis 
S A 
Materials: Bible. 
Ask for a volunteer to read John 3:16. Ask campers to reflect together on the word belief. 
In the context of this Bible passage, what is the significance of belief? Next, ask campers 
to reflect together about what the word faith means. How is it similar or different from 
belief? How does changing belief to faith in the text change the meaning? Do the same 
thing for the word trust. How are these three words similar or different? How do they 
affect how we understand this text? Next, explain to them that the Greek word for “faith,” 
pistis, actually has several meanings: faith, belief, and trust. So the Greek language uses 
the same word to describe faith, belief, and trust. How does this help them understand the 
text differently?  
 
Morning prayer 
J S A I 
Materials: Bible. 
Read together Hebrews 11:1-3. As Christians, we try to hear God’s voice amidst the 
myriad voices in our world. What distinguishes God’s voice? How do we discern? 
Silence is a powerful tool, but learning to be silent in the midst of noise is a difficult thing 
to do.  
Take your group somewhere where a lot of activity is going on—perhaps another area of 
camp where a group is playing a game or the dining hall when a meal is being served. 
Ask your group to disperse throughout the space and simply listen. Tell them to close 
their eyes and pick one voice to listen to for the entire time they are there. After some 
time, bring the group together somewhere you can talk. Have each member of the group 
describe what he or she heard happen, just by listening to that one voice. Does the story 
of what was happening differ in that place according to perspective? Ask the campers 
why they chose the voices that they did. How do we discern God’s voice? 
 
Evening prayer 
J S A 
Materials: Bible. 
Read Matthew 10:16. “Blind faith” is in some way a misnomer. We have been given gifts 
that include intelligence. Following Christ does not require retiring your brain. Think of 
all the ways in which faith and intelligence must balance in this world. If faith and 
thinking are at two ends of a seesaw, we are standing in the middle, balanced above the 
fulcrum. A step either way might cause us to fall. Ask questions like: “How do you 
balance faith and knowledge in your life?” “Where do you find it difficult to let go of 
knowledge?” “Where do you find it difficult to hold on to faith?” In between these 
questions is the balance point on which we as Christians stand. 
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Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Trail mix 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Trail mix. (Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for 
campers who have allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
Pass around a bowl of any kind of trail mix and invite each camper to take a handful to 
munch on. Ask campers to identify their favorite trail mix ingredients, either included in 
the mix they’re eating now or in other trail mixtures they’ve eaten. Then ask campers to 
identify their least favorite trail mix ingredients. What do they do with those extras that 
get left after all the rest of the trail mix has been eaten? Often in a group-shared trail mix, 
there is a “no mining” (for favorite ingredients) rule. 
Discuss how, in some ways, God has put together God’s own master batch of trail mix by 
creating humankind. God has included specific ingredients to make the whole mix come 
together yet still have lots of different flavors, even if some of those flavors are 
unappealing to us. Perhaps we don’t understand why they were included, or how they 
might improve the mix, but still they are there and we must accept it.  
One way of accepting those we struggle to like or love is to pray for them. They are part 
of God’s mix, in need of God’s love just as much as we are.  
 
Love one another  
U J S 
Materials: Bible. 
Ask campers to share what happens when kids at school find out that someone has a 
crush on someone else. (They’re usually teased, even if it’s in fun.) Ask them to share 
what happens when a popular kid befriends someone who’s unpopular. (The reaction is 
usually stronger and more negative.) Suggest that sometimes we don’t show love for 
others because we fear what our friends will think. 
Read 1 John 4:7-12, 18-21. Invite campers to discuss how this passage addresses the 
situation of what to do when you are afraid to be kind to someone who needs it. If you 
know the song “Beloved,” which is based on 1 John 4:7-8, sing it together.  
 
Tic-tac-devotion 
U J S A I 
Materials: Bible, small mints (green, orange, and white).  
Hand out three mints, one of each color, to each camper. For each mint, campers are to 
share something about themselves:  
• Green: an embarrassing moment  
• Orange: a way you want to grow.  
• White: a way you will commit to sharing God’s love.  
Allow time for everyone to share.  
Then ask campers to consider the different ways those in the group committed to sharing 
God’s love. Which could they commit to doing as well? Read John 13:34-35. Jesus gave 
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us a new commandment, and that is to love one another. We are called to share God’s 
love with all God’s children. Close in prayer. 
 
Affirmation devotion 
U J S A I 
Materials: Bible. 
God calls us to love one another, and one of the ways we can do this is to affirm others in 
their gifts. Have campers sit in a circle. One at a time, have campers move to sit in the 
center of the circle and read Psalm 139:14 aloud. Then allow time for campers to affirm 
the one sitting in the middle. The camper in the middle may not say anything. Then have 
the next camper move to the middle and repeat the process. After every camper has had 
time to sit in the middle of the circle and receive affirmation, close in prayer. 
 
Active love 
J S A I 
Materials: Bibles. 
Ask campers to think about loved ones—friends, immediate family members, 
grandparents, other guides or mentors. Have them take a five-minute walk alone, and ask 
them to make a mental list all of the feelings that come to mind when they think about the  
people they love.  
When they return from the walk, discuss the range of feelings that they have discovered. 
Then have them read the story of the good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. One way to do 
this would be to assign campers to read various parts (the lawyer, Jesus, narrator, the 
Samaritan). Once they read the story, ask them what this story says about love. Discuss 
how that is different from the feelings about love that they had described before. Point 
out, if they don’t come to this themselves, that love, as understood in Scripture, is every 
bit as much or more concerned with actions than with feelings. Also point out that 
Samaritans were considered to be something of an enemy, or at least an uncouth cousin, 
of the Jewish people.  
In this parable, Jesus was talking about the loving actions of an enemy and calling us to 
similar loving actions, even toward our enemies. Close with prayer: 
Dear God, thank you for your great act of love in the life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of your Son, Jesus. Help us practice an active love, especially when we 
become aware of those in need who don’t appear to be like us. Amen. 
 
To hate is to love 
J S A 
Materials: Bibles. 
Have campers identify symbols in our culture that signify love. (Valentines, hearts, 
cupid, flowers, poems, rings, and so on.) Then ask them to make a list of people they 
love. (Parents, friends, boyfriend/girlfriend, grandparents, and so on.) Ask them to share 
a few of the people on their lists and to explain a bit about why they love that person. 
Next, read together Luke 6:32-36. Discuss the following questions: 
• Who does Jesus say loves the people who love them in return? Who does good to 

those who do good to them? Who lends to those who lend to them? 
• Whom does Jesus compel us to love, do good to, lend to? (Our enemies.) 
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• Whom do we emulate when we take action? (Our Father, who is merciful.) 
• How does God demonstrate this love and mercy toward us? (By loving us even when 

we do not deserve to be loved.) 
• Who are our enemies? What does it mean to love them? 
 
Morning prayer 
J S A I 
Materials: Bibles. 
Gather early in the morning and read Ephesians 3:14-18. Prayer is the process of 
reminding ourselves that if God had not engaged in our problems, we would still be in 
darkness. It is only by God’s mercy that we are sent into the light, free from the blind 
nature of the dark. Though freely given, our freedom comes with responsibility. We are 
to be people who love.  
 
Evening prayer 
S A 
“Father, forgive them; they do not know what they are doing.” Jesus prayed these words 
while suffering on the cross. Jesus’ forgiveness of those who crucified him opened him to 
accept God’s will and commend his spirit to God. Invite each member of your group to 
pray for someone she or he needs to forgive. Don’t ask the campers to share their stories, 
but rather to simply think of the people they are holding anger against, and pray for those 
people silently. Afterward, ask how it felt to pray for someone they are angry with. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Spirit at work 
U J S A I 
Materials: Paper, pencils. 
Invite campers to sit in a circle and give each a piece of paper and a pencil. Have them 
write their names at the top of the paper, then pass their papers one person to the right. 
On the paper they receive, they should write a comment on the bottom about how they 
see the Holy Spirit working in that person. For example, they might see that person as 
someone who is friendly to everyone or someone who is generous. They might also 
recognize a gift that they would encourage that person to share more, such as musical 
ability or listening ears. Then they fold up the paper so their comment is hidden and pass 
the paper to the right. They continue passing and writing until everyone has written on 
each group member’s paper. Explain that the Spirit works in all of us to encourage us to 
use our gifts for the benefit of others, and following the Spirit’s encouragement is one 
way we can share. 
 
Give it away 
L U J S A I 
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Materials: Bible. 
From your personal experience, describe something that you had to give up or give away 
against your will, whether that was a favorite toy or an activity that you became too old to 
do. Briefly tell how it made you feel. Propose to campers that when we are forced to do 
something we don’t want to do, we can feel resentful, angry, or sad. However, when what 
we give up is something that will benefit someone else, we have the opportunity to look 
at the situation in a different way. 
Read 1 John 3:16-18. Here it talks about how Jesus gave his life for us out of love, and 
how we are called to give to others as unselfishly as that. When we share of ourselves, 
through material things, talents, or service, we are really reflecting the love God first 
gave to us. Sharing God’s love is not meant to cause resentment within us, but instead, to 
stir up compassion that leads to action. Ask campers to describe a time when they 
realized that giving of themselves helped them see God’s love in action. 
 
Globe prayer 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bibles, globe, small dot stickers. 
This is a devotional that you can do each week with your cabin group, and the visual 
results by the end of the summer will be exciting for your campers. Have campers sit in a 
circle. Place a globe in the middle of the circle. Explain to campers that part of our call to 
share God’s love with others is to pray for people across the world, that their lives may be 
open to God’s Word and love. Jesus often prayed for the world.  
Read John 17:20-24. Show the dot stickers already on the globe—they represent places 
and people whom campers have prayed for during the past weeks of camp. (If this is your 
first week of camp, you may want to do this during staff training so there are a few dots 
on your globe.) Allow campers to pick a location on the globe. They can do the spin-and-
point method or purposefully pick a location. Once they have chosen a location, place a 
dot there. Engage in a group prayer, allowing each camper to offer a prayer or petition for 
the people in the location she or he chose. 
 
Foot washing 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bibles, water source, towel. 
Take campers to the waterfront (or another location where water is available) for this 
devotion. Instruct campers that during Jesus’ time, people would walk along dusty roads 
and paths and their feet would often get quite dirty. Have campers take off their shoes or 
sandals and walk around, allowing their feet to get dirty. Gather back together. Explain 
that after a day’s work, and with dirty feet, these people would have their servants wash 
their feet. Jesus took on the role of the servant and washed the feet of his disciples. Read 
John 13:1-17. Have campers get in pairs and take turns playing the role of the servant, 
washing the other’s feet at the waterfront. Come back and discuss the foot washing: 
• How did it feel to have someone wash your feet? 
• How did it feel to wash someone else’s feet? 
• Why do you think Jesus washed the feet of his disciples?  
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Close by reading Matthew 28:19-20. God calls us to be servants, and to go and share the 
word and love of God. We know that we are not alone in this journey. God is with us, 
empowering us and loving us. 
 
Counting our blessings 
U J S A 
Materials: Bibles, paper, pencils. 
Gather campers, then ask them to go back to their rooms, cabins, or tents and spend 10 
minutes counting all of their things and making a list of everything. When they come 
back, have them study their lists and cross out all of the things they could live without. 
(Be sensitive to the fact that some campers may not have many possessions.) Ask them to 
look at the things they have crossed out and think imaginatively about how they might 
share those things with others who don’t have enough. Point out that whether we have a 
lot or a little, we are always rich enough to be generous. Ask them to read Proverbs 21:26 
then write a brief prayer that thanks God for not only material blessings but also the 
grace, love, and faith God gives to us. Ask volunteers to share their prayers. Add a 
closing petition that gathers up their ideas and thanks God for calling us to share. 
 
Impoverished giving 
S A 
Materials: Bibles. 
Ask the campers whether they know what tithe means. (It is a biblical term that refers to 
a person offering 10 percent of his or her wealth to God.) Explain that this is the usual 
standard by which we are called to give in our congregations. Together, read Mark 12:41-
44. Invite campers to reflect on how this story challenges us in our giving—not only 
monetary gifts, but also our gifts of time and talent. Ask campers to brainstorm ways they 
might move toward an understanding of giving all that they have to God, like the widow 
did. Pray together, asking God to give your group strength and wisdom to give all that 
they have. 
 
Morning prayer 
U J S A I 
St. Francis of Assisi said, “Preach the gospel at all times; if necessary, use words.” With 
your group, talk about the ways they have seen the gospel shared without words. After 
some reflection, invite the group to think about and share how they might share what 
they’ve learned this week, without words. 
 
Evening prayer 
J S A 
Materials: Bibles, overview of camp history, small pieces of paper. 
Your camp undoubtedly has a rich history. Before this devotion, gather some of that 
history by writing single-sentence historical statements on separate small pieces of paper, 
making one for each member of the group. Each statement should begin with the phrase 
“Everyone has a story.” For instance, you might write, “Everyone has a story. Bob Smith 
was hired as the camp director here at Camp ______ on January 1, 1922.” The final piece 
of paper should read, “Everyone has a story. You are now part of the historical fabric of 
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Camp ______ and an important part of your community at home. What will your story 
be?” Have these prepared in advance. Prior to starting your devotion, distribute the slips 
of paper to the members of your group, saying that they will read the slips later in the 
devotion. 
Your story begins. “Have you ever heard of Cristobal Colon? Cristobal Colon is one of 
the most famous people in world history, but you’ve probably never heard of him. That’s 
because now we call him Christopher Columbus. His name changed when he 
accomplished the things that he did, and his stature in society changed. We are sometimes 
remembered for what we did and we are sometimes remembered for what we didn’t do, 
but everyone has a story.” 
Read the slips of paper with the “Everyone has a story…” facts. Start with your slip first 
and continue around the group. Then read 1 John 3:16-18. Close with a prayer that thanks 
God for the gifts of those who have gone before. 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Lower Elementary/Day Camp 
Welcome to Listen! God Is Calling. God is speaking. Throughout the Bible stories and 
verses read this week, you and the campers will hear God’s voice calling you to be loved, 
to express gratitude, to be faithful, to love, and to share. You will experience the nearness 
of God in all aspects of life, reaching everything we do. Our lives become holy vocations 
in which we live in response to God’s call. This week will be filled with reminders of 
God’s call, God’s voice in our lives. 
The word vocation will more than likely be unknown to lower elementary campers. 
Traditionally, it was used in relation to a life of ordained ministry in the church. 
However, when a layperson heeds God’s call, personal relationships, careers, and faith 
journeys are all a “ministry of Christ” in the world. 
As young Christians, the kindergartners through third graders who experience these Bible 
lessons are just beginning their faith journeys. Yet, God is speaking clearly in their lives. 
Help them open their eyes and ears to the nearness of our loving God and to God’s plans. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help lower elementary campers and leaders: 
• discover God’s call as a voice, always near, always speaking to them through prayer, 

worship, and study of God’s Word. 
• experience God’s unconditional love for them as children of God. 
• respond to God’s call with love and caring for those around them. 
 
Age-level insights 
• Lower elementary campers are excited to learn! They are active learners who love 

hands-on experiences and active, kinetic movements tied to lessons and stories. Plan 
active transitions of games or music and movement between quiet or seated activities. 

• There will be a great variety of skill levels in a group of kindergarteners through third 
graders. Some children will be highly verbal with strong reading and writing skills, 
while others’ skills will still be emerging. Take time to get to know your group of 
campers. Adjust your lesson plans accordingly. 

• Lower elementary campers will enjoy the drama of Bible stories. Use the action and 
theatrics of the stories to capture their imagination and interest. 

• Campers who are five and six years old are mostly concrete thinkers and grasp 
abstract concepts with more difficulty than eight- and nine-year-olds, who are 
beginning to think outside of themselves. Teach to the children’s strengths. Use lots 
of examples and descriptive words to back up abstract ideas. 

• Be well-prepared. Read all the materials and be very familiar with the lessons. You 
will be better able to adjust your lesson plans as the week progresses. If your group is 
becoming disinterested or distracted, you will be prepared to shift gears and move on! 

• Young campers respond well to routine and structure. Take time to set up routines 
and traditions in your Bible study time. This will build anticipation (as the children 
look forward to what’s ahead) as well as provide boundaries for acceptable behavior 
and logical consequences. 

• Finally, remember to pray for your campers and your week together. Ask a family 
member, friend, or coworker to be your “prayer partner” for the week. 
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Special hints 
• Explorer’s pack—Each lesson makes use of an “explorer’s pack,” a pack that holds 

materials needed for activities and games, as well as your Bible and props for acting 
out stories. This can be a useful tool, as campers will anticipate what’s inside each 
day. Bringing out the pack can also denote a transition between your “Gathered” 
activity and the “Called” Bible lesson, acting as a cue to young campers that it’s time 
to hear the story or verses of the day. 

• Special guests—Consider inviting a guest to lead a song on the guitar or play a 
special role in acting out the day’s story. Maybe ask someone to come and teach a fun 
song with silly dance actions during a transition time or have a “scientist” come for 
one of the science experiments.  

• Preparation—Once again, nothing compares with being very familiar with the 
studies and activities. Go over the lesson and gather all materials needed for the day. 
Your “explorer’s pack” is a great help—once packed, you’ll have everything you 
need for the day! 

• Remember to have fun! Enjoy and appreciate the young campers for who they are: 
energetic, excited, silly, and completely open to God’s love! 

 
 
Orientation Event 
Read the following ideas and activities to create an orientation and welcome event that 
will kick off the camp week with spirit and excitement. This is an important time to 
familiarize campers with the week’s theme, boundaries, and behavior expectations, as 
well as clearly stated consequences, to ensure that everyone has a fun and safe week. If 
families are invited to this event, they will get to know the staff and have a clear picture 
of what the week will be about for their children. This is a great way to connect faith 
values and camp experiences with families at home. 
 
Gather together 
As campers and families enter your meeting space, inside or out, have music playing, 
either over speakers or from song leaders and guitars up front. Make sure plenty of camp 
staff and/or volunteers are visible, greeting campers and families, handing out song pages 
(optional) or colored stickers (if dividing the group for station rotations) and inviting 
everyone to gather. 
• When it appears most families have arrived, start dancing and singing to praise songs. 

Song leaders with guitars are great, if available. 
• Open with a prayer—for the campers, their families, the camp staff and volunteers, 

for a great week of learning about God! 
• Incorporate a skit that introduces the week theme, “Listen! God Is Calling,” and/or 

read several scripture verses that reinforce the theme. (The “First Night” worship on 
page 40 provides some good ideas for this introduction to the theme.) 

• Introduce the camp staff and go over camp safety rules, expectations, and 
consequences (if not covering these items in a station; see below). 
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• Introduce the stations that have been set up around the gathering space (see below). 
You may pick all or several of the stations or add a new one, depending on your 
needs. 

Hint: For order and to ensure that campers make it to all the stations, form small groups. 
(If you handed out colored stickers as people were gathering, campers could form groups 
according to sticker color.) Give them a determined amount of time at each station (10 
minutes), then at the signal the groups will switch to the next station. 
 
“God Is Calling” stations 
• Games: Choose a fun, active game or two from the “Games” section of this 

curriculum to play, or play another popular game that works well for multiage groups. 
• Hands-on fun: Choose an activity or science experiment from the “Creative 

Activities” section of this curriculum. (There could be several hands-on stations, 
depending on the size of group.) 

• What’s your name? Provide supplies and suggestions for each camper to make a 
great name tag that will last throughout the week. Wooden or plastic objects hold up 
well and are fun to decorate. 

• Camp plan: Cover basic camp rules and expectations, daily schedule, location of 
bathrooms, respect issues, and water safety rules (if applicable). Come up with a 
creative way to present this information. (Example: Turn it into a drawing game: the 
leader draws it, campers guess it!) 

 
Sent 
When campers have visited all the stations, gather for an ending time of questions and 
answers, and songs. Review the week’s theme, “Listen! God Is Calling,” with another 
skit or scripture reading, or chose a devotion from this curriculum (see the “Small Group 
Devotions” section). End with a prayer, inviting God’s Spirit to come and be present this 
week. 
 
Refreshments 
If wanted, serve refreshments while staff and volunteers visit with campers and parents. 
Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for campers who have food 
allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary. 
 
 
Daily Stories 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Grandma Shirley was hot and tired. She had been packing boxes all day and cleaning the 
house. The moving truck would be here by the end of the week and there was still a lot to 
do. Yells and cries from a fight caught her attention. 
“What is going on down there?” Grandma Shirley asked, as she ran downstairs. 
There, in the living room, her two grandchildren, Xavier and Jenna, were tangled 
together. Xavier’s hand was gripped in Jenna’s hair. 
“Whoa, hands to yourselves!” Grandma said, “You both know better than to hurt each 
other!” 
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Xavier took a deep, shaky breath, and then pulled away from his grandmother’s hand. 
Without saying a word, he ran out the front door and across the yard.  
Shirley sat down and pulled Jenna into her lap. “Talk to me, honey.” 
“Oh, Nana, Xavier used to like playing with me, but now he just picks fights. He said that 
he hates me!” 
“I know for a fact that isn’t true,” Grandma said, wiping Jenna’s tears from her cheeks. 
“He loves you, honey, but I think he is angry.” 
“It’s not my fault we have to move.” 
“No, it’s not your fault. But change can be hard and we’ve had a lot of change: losing 
your mama, moving away to a new school and no friends. I think Xavier is wishing 
everything would just stay the same.” 
“It’s hard to feel sorry for Xavier when he’s so mean!” 
Grandma Shirley watched Jenna head off to the back of the house. She wondered where 
Xavier had run off to. The clock told her it was almost time for dinner. Maybe Xavier’s 
hungry stomach would bring him home. Sure enough, just as the pizza was delivered, 
Xavier appeared at the back door. His sad and wary face told her he was afraid of being 
in trouble. 
“Come on in, Xavier. We’re about to eat.” 
“Am I in trouble? I bet Jenna told on me,” Xavier pushed past Shirley. 
“Xavier John, this is not about trouble.” Shirley turned Xavier around and placed both her 
hands on his shoulders, looking deeply into his eyes. “I love you, but I cannot allow you 
to hurt your little sister like this. If you are angry or frustrated, come and talk to me about 
it. Jenna isn’t happy about the move either. If you help her feel better, maybe you will 
feel better yourself.” 
Xavier shrugged his shoulders and stared at his toes. His heart told him Nana was right.  
After dinner, Jenna was curled up in front of the TV with her favorite teddy bear. Xavier 
sat down. “I’m sorry about pulling your hair, Jen. Are you still mad at me?”  
Jenna shook her head, “No, but don’t take your anger out on me anymore!”  
“I know,” Xavier said, putting his arm around Jenna’s shoulders. “Besides, you’ll be the 
only friend I have after we move!”  
Jenna giggled. “So you’d better be nice to me!” she said, throwing her teddy at him. 
 
Questions for discussion 
• Why did Xavier run from his grandma? 
• Did Jenna forgive Xavier? Why? 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
“Rise and shine!” Grandma Shirley sang, as she pulled up the window shades and let the 
sunlight pour into the bedroom. Jenna and Xavier pulled the covers over their heads and 
groaned. “Wake up, sleepy heads,” Shirley stood by the bunk beds with her hands on her 
hips. “It’s a beautiful day!” 
Xavier was the first one out of bed. He jumped out of the top bunk with a thump. “Hey! 
What are these dress clothes doing here? I don’t want to put on a shirt and tie!” 
Shirley was pulling a dress and sweater out of a packed box. “I’ve been thinking,” she 
said, “We’ve been so wrapped up in packing and cleaning, that we’ve forgotten 
something important.” 
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“Like what, Nana?” Jenna asked, rubbing the sleep from her eyes. 
“Like thanking God for all the blessings we have! I look at that mountain of boxes 
downstairs, and it seems like we are being buried by our blessings! And we’ve been so 
busy packing we’ve completely forgotten—it’s Sunday!” 
Xavier had a look of shock on his face. “You mean we’re going to church, Nana? But 
we’ve already said good-bye to everyone.” 
“Do we have to?” Jenna looked worried. “I just kind of want to leave and get it over with. 
If we have to go, I’d rather not see everyone again.” 
“We’re going,” Nana said, with a determined look on her face. 
Sitting in the church pew, Jenna tried not to look around her. It had been hard saying 
good-bye to her friends. She wasn’t looking forward to doing it again. Glancing up, Jenna 
saw Nana’s face. Her eyes were closed, a smile teased the corners of her mouth, and her 
lips were moving in a quiet prayer. Jenna remembered why Grandma Shirley had wanted 
to come to church today: to say thank you to God. Turning her head, Jenna looked toward 
the pew where her best friend’s family usually sat. There was Trina, waving and smiling 
at her. 
After the service, Trina ran over to Jenna. “I’m so glad you’re here!” she said. “Mom and 
I were going to stop by your house this afternoon to bring you something, but we can 
give it to you now!” She grabbed Jenna’s hand, pulling her toward the car. 
There was Grandma Shirley and Trina’s mom, holding out a beautiful quilt. 
“Is this for me?” Jenna asked, taking the quilt into her arms. “It’s so beautiful!” 
“It’s for your new bedroom, Jenna,” Trina told her, with tears in her eyes. “I’m going to 
miss you so much, but you can remember me whenever you see your quilt. Mom and I 
made it together.” 
As Jenna and Trina hugged, with the quilt squashed in between them, Jenna remembered 
to say a prayer of thanks, for the gift of a good friend. 
 
Questions for discussion 
• Do you sometimes forget to say thank you? Do you think God likes to hear us say 

thank you for all our gifts and blessings? 
• Why was it important for Grandma Shirley to go to church to thank God for her 

blessings? 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
“Hey, Jenna,” Xavier called as he ran past. “Guess what? I get to ride up front in the big 
truck with Uncle Matt!” 
“Big deal,” Jenna mumbled as she took a last look at her grandma’s house. She had liked 
it here. It hadn’t been home very long, just since her mom had died last year. But now, 
already, they were moving again. It just didn’t seem fair. 
Now everything was packed up, ready to be driven to their new house, five hours away. 
Xavier and Uncle Matt waved from the front seat as the big truck pulled out of the 
driveway. Grandma Shirley was double-checking Jenna’s seat belt. “Is that comfortable, 
honey? This is going to be a long ride.” 
Jenna’s eyes filled with tears, and she took a big gulping breath. “I’m scared, Nana!” she 
cried. “What if I have no friends and I hate school, and my teacher is mean, and our 
house is scary and…” 
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“My dear Jenna,” Grandma Shirley said, stopping the flood of words. “Have faith! God 
will work it out for us.” 
“How do you know?” Jenna asked, looking disbelieving. “I’ve never seen the house. Is 
my teacher nice? Nana, I don’t even know if there are kids my age in the neighborhood!” 
“I don’t know either, Jenna,” Grandma Shirley said. “But let me tell you what I do know 
for sure: I have faith that all we hope and pray for will turn out better than we can even 
imagine. God is here with us, and has gone ahead to meet us. God wants good things for 
us, Jenna, and if we trust in that love, good things will come.” 
“Sometimes bad things happen,” Jenna said quietly, thinking of that awful day when her 
mother had died. 
Shirley leaned into the car and hugged Jenna, seat-belt and all. “God still takes care of us, 
Jenna. You, Xavier, and I have become a family. When we get to the new house, Uncle 
Matt and Aunt Julie will be just a few miles (kilometers) away! Those are all good 
things.” 
Jenna took a deep breath and waved to the old house as they drove down the street. “Dear 
Lord,” she whispered under her breath, “help me have faith.”  
“What’s my new room look like, Nana?” Jenna asked, with a twinkle in her eye. “Can we 
paint it purple?” 
 
Questions for discussion 
• Have you ever moved? Started a new school or team? How did you feel? 
• Have you ever been scared of a change or new experience? How did it turn out? 
• Do you believe things will be okay for Jenna, Xavier, and Grandma Shirley? 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Grandma Shirley watched from the living room window of the new house. The bus had 
just dropped Jenna and Xavier off across the street. The kids were walking toward the 
house. Jenna waved to a girl a few doors down the block. The neighbor had become a 
new friend to Jenna during these first few weeks of school, helping her become 
acquainted. Shirley smiled as she thought of how well Jenna was settling in. The smile 
faded as Shirley’s gaze drifted to Xavier. His first weeks hadn’t gone as well. 
“Hi, Nana,” Jenna called as she threw her backpack on the floor. “What’s for snack?” 
“Chocolate chip cookies, just out of the oven,” Grandma Shirley smiled at Jenna, “a 
special snack for the end of the week.” Shirley smiled over to Xavier, too, but he didn’t 
meet her eyes. Instead, he grabbed a cookie and headed straight to his room, slamming 
the door shut. 
“What’s up?” Shirley asked Jenna. “Did something happen again at school?” 
“That kid, Jack, was bugging him on the bus,” Jenna shrugged her shoulders, “teasing 
him about math or something. I didn’t really get it what the joke was. Xavier was really 
mad. I was afraid he would get into a fight, but he didn’t do anything.” 
“I’m glad,” Grandma Shirley said. “Sometimes the best thing to do is ignore a bully.” 
Xavier was setting the dinner table later that evening. Shirley waited for him to mention 
the boy on the bus. 
“Give it time, Xavier,” she said, “it’s only been two weeks.” 
“This kid’s just mean, Nana. Maybe I could switch classes or something?” 
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“We don’t have to be friends with everyone we meet, Xavier. God just asks that we try to 
make good choices and be as kind as we can to the people around us. Jenna told me 
you’re making good choices by not getting in a fight with that boy. I’m proud of you.” 
Xavier smiled at his grandmother. She had a way of making him feel good about himself, 
even when life was hard.  
“I’ll try to keep ignoring him, Nana,” Xavier said, “But I don’t know if I can be nice to 
him.” 
“Let me give you a clue, honey,” Shirley said as she set the casserole on the table. 
“Watch Jack and see if there’s something he’s really good at. Maybe he likes sports or is 
into science. Compliment him. Ask him to help you or join in a game. Things just might 
change.” 
“Yeah, sure, Nana,” Xavier said, as Grandma Shirley left to get Jenna for dinner. But as 
he watched her walk out of the room, Xavier had to admit that it usually paid to listen to 
Nana. She and God were really good friends. 
 
Questions for discussion 
• Have you ever met someone who was hard to like? 
• Does Nana have good advice? Does it sound easy or difficult to be kind to an 

“enemy”? 
• Do you think Xavier and Jack could ever become friends? 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Grandma Shirley was looking for someplace to sit. The church was really full today. 
Xavier waved at two brothers, who were new friends from Sunday school. “Can I go sit 
with the Coes, Nana?” Xavier asked. Shirley smiled her permission, as Xavier’s face lit 
up and he squeezed into the pew next to John and Andrew. She breathed a quick prayer 
of thankfulness that Xavier was settling into their new home at last. 
Jenna held her grandmother’s hand as she swayed and bounced to the music. This was 
her favorite part of the service. The praise music thrilled her from head to toe! Jenna 
closed her eyes to listen to the choir. They sounded like angels when she listened with 
just her ears. Jenna was startled when Grandma Shirley suddenly tugged on her arm, 
telling her to sit down. Jenna blushed. Pastor Jenkins was already standing in the front, 
ready to start the service. Jenna had been daydreaming! 
“Before we begin today,” Pastor Jenkins announced, “I want to tell you about a special 
project. Our congregation is going to work with other churches in town to put together a 
new apartment, full of furniture, clothing, and even food for a special family. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray and their three daughters lost everything in Hurricane Katrina—their home and 
everything in it. They will be moving to our town and we will help give them a great new 
start.” 
“Nana,” Jenna whispered, “maybe one of the girls will be in my class! I’d be able to help 
her—I know what it’s like to be the new girl.” 
“That would be nice, Jenna,” Grandma Shirley whispered back. 
Jenna couldn’t stop thinking about the Ray family. She had gone through a lot of 
changes, but at least she had been able to bring all her clothes and toys with her! 
“I want to help!” Jenna told Shirley, while they were driving home from church.  
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“That’s so sweet of you, honey,” Grandma said, “but what do you want to do? We are 
just getting settled ourselves.” 
“I don’t know yet. But I’ll think of something. I bet Xavier will have an idea.” 
“My Sunday school class is planning a food drive,” Xavier said. “Maybe you can help us 
with that.” 
“I know!” Jenna bounced up in her seat. “I love the quilt Trina made me. Nana, could you 
help me make a quilt for each of the Ray girls?” 
“You are a sweet girl with a generous heart, Jenna Jane.” Shirley tugged on one of 
Jenna’s long braids. “Plans like that make God so happy!” 
 
Questions for discussion 
• Have you shared something of your own to help someone else? 
• Even though Jenna didn’t have much to share, why do you suppose she wanted to 

help the Ray family? 
• Do you need a lot of money or possessions first to be able to help someone in need? 

What are ways to help? 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Focus question 
How does God show love for us? 
 
Theme statement 
God loves us unconditionally. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand the depth of God’s unconditional love. 
• know that as children of God, nothing they can do will separate them from the love of 

God. 
• respect those around them as uniquely created and loved by God. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Key verse 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him and kissed him. (Luke 15:20) 
 
Materials 
Bible, an explorer’s pack (see “Counselor Notes”), materials to make name tags (if 
planned), digital camera or instant-developing camera and film, several sheets of chart 
paper, markers.  
 
Counselor notes 
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• It’s the beginning of your week with a special group of children. Pray for your week 
together as you anticipate their arrival.  

• The children may be nervous, unsure what the week will hold. This may be the first 
camp experience for some campers. Greet each child with warmth and enthusiasm 
and their energy will match yours! 

• Have a gathering activity planned each day while everyone arrives—make name tags, 
sing songs, play fun and silly games.  

• This is your first Bible study time together. Use this opportunity to get to know each 
other, lay ground rules for the rest of the week, and set daily “traditions” for your 
campers to anticipate and look forward to.  

• Check in with each camper. What has been a highlight so far? Are there any 
questions?  

• Share some information about yourself—tell about your home, hobbies, family, a fun 
story about how you got your nickname, and so on.  

• Orient campers to the camp schedule for the week and what behavior is expected 
(listening respectfully, participating in group activities, following safety rules).  

• Explain that each Bible study will include “Gathered” (introduction to the study 
theme), “Called” (reading and exploring the Bible text), and “Sent” (games and 
activities). More games and activities are provided as resources for you to carry out 
the lessons and themes. A devotional section is also included for small group times.  

• To provide a framework for your Bible study, put together an “explorer’s pack”—a 
bag or backpack packed with items to help you and your campers become “Bible 
explorers.” The pack should include a Bible, magnifying glass and/or binoculars, 
camera, and other materials being used during the day’s study. Young children love 
props. Bringing out the pack will signal campers that their Bible study fun is about to 
begin. They will enjoy watching for the explorer’s pack and anticipating what’s 
inside each day.  

• Keep your attitude energetic, positive, and supportive. Let the campers know you are 
there for whatever they need. Make your time together a “safe place” for kids to be 
loved and accepted for themselves. 

 
Gathered 
Call campers together in a large, open outdoor area. Today’s game will set the stage for 
the story about family and being together. Explain the rules of the game. 
 
Family tag 
All but one player scatter across the open area. That one player, Father/Mother, will try to 
gather the whole “family” together. As Father/Mother tags a player, they join hands and 
chase the remaining players together. Play until everyone is joined together. Play several 
games if time allows, giving several players the chance to play Father/Mother. 
After the game, sit together in a circle to talk through the game and the beginning of 
camp: 
• How do the campers define “family”? 
• How does it feel to be away from their families? What kind of welcome will they 

receive at home? 
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• What are some of their favorite ways to show love to the adults in their families? 
 
Called  
Pull out your explorer’s pack. Build the campers’ anticipation for what’s inside by giving 
clues and having the kids guess what you have in the pack today. Bring out your Bible. If 
some campers are unfamiliar with the Bible, show how it is organized into books, 
chapters, and verses. Ask for a volunteer; give that person the Bible to look up Luke 
15:11-24, pointing out the large and small numbers. 
Today’s story is about family and the unconditional love a father showed to his wayward 
son. What is the definition of unconditional? Your campers may not be familiar with this 
word. Explain that there is nothing they can do to make their moms or dads (or the adults 
in their families) stop loving them. Sometimes the caregivers may be sad, disappointed, 
or angry, but like the father in this story, caregivers’ love for their children is full of joy. 
This story gives us a loving and accepting image of God’s love for us. We cannot earn 
God’s love. We cannot turn God’s love against us. It is a gift to us, the children of God. 
Use the natural theatrics of this story and act it out. If there is time, retell it several times 
to give campers a chance to play several parts. If your group is made up of mostly third 
graders, give them the opportunity to rewrite the story as it may happen today (with 
mothers and sisters; in a city; or other ideas).  
After the play, talk with campers about the story: 
• How did the father feel when his son left home? (Sad, disappointed, missed him.) 
• Did the son expect to be welcomed and forgiven by his father? (No.) 
• How did the father show his joy and celebration at the son’s return? (Embraced him, 

kissed him, gave him a robe and a ring, threw a party.) 
• What is one special or unique characteristic you have as a loved child of God? (Some 

examples might be: I have a great smile; I’m a good dancer/joke 
teller/athlete/student.) 

 
Sent 
Now it’s time to pull together today’s themes of love and family. God calls us to be 
loved. We were created and marked as God’s own. Isaiah 49:14-16a tells us God has 
“inscribed you on the palms of my hands.” We are known and loved for who we are, not 
for what we do. We are all loved and treasured by God for being unique and one of a 
kind.  
 
“Unique and loved” banner 
Talk with the campers about how you’ve been put together as a family at camp this week. 
Everyone is an important member of the family, and would be missed if not here! Give 
the group several minutes to brainstorm ideas of a family name. Lay out the sheets of 
chart paper and hand out markers. Ask for several volunteers to each write a letter in the 
new family name in large capital letters across the center of the banner. 
Now, have each camper add her or his name to the banner, printing around the large 
letters of the family name. The campers can decorate the banner however they want, 
including symbols to indicate fun personality traits, favorite sports or activities, and 
colors. Let everyone know they are unique and God loves them just as they are! As 
campers are decorating their family banner, take pictures of them posing and working 
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together. Print or develop the pictures as soon as possible, then add them to the banner 
throughout the week. Choose a location to hang your new family banner that celebrates 
the unique members of this camp family. 
 
Creative activities 
Rainbow hands 
Bible basis: Isaiah 49:14-16a (“...inscribed you on the palms of my hands.”)  
Materials and preparation: Pass out a piece of 5" x 8" (13 cm x 20 cm) paper, such as 
cardstock, construction paper, or cardboard, to each camper. (Optional: Beforehand, print 
“Child of God” at the top of each paper and “Isaiah 49:14-16a” along the bottom.) Have 
paintbrushes and at least six colors of watercolor or tempera paint available. Set up this 
activity near a sink, hose, or tub with soapy water for cleanup. Have towels and Bibles on 
hand.  
Have each camper choose a different color of paint to apply to each finger and the palm 
of one hand. Press the hand to the center of a piece of paper. (Older campers will be able 
to paint their own hands, but younger campers may need help. For the youngest campers, 
have them choose their colors while you paint each child’s hand.) 
Most campers will be able to write their names across the palm of the handprint on the 
paper. If you haven’t already, write “Child of God” and “Isaiah 49:14-16a” above and 
below the handprint. Look up the verse and read it together: “I have inscribed you on the 
palms of my hands.”  
 
Thumbprint experiment 
Bible basis: Psalm 139:13-18 (“…fearfully and wonderfully made.”) 
Materials and preparation: Pull out pencils, index cards (or other sturdy paper), and 
clear tape from your pack. Magnifying glasses, if available, will help with this activity. 
You will need one larger sheet of paper to tape all the fingerprints onto. 
Ask the campers what they know about fingerprints. Have they ever looked at them 
before? There are three distinctive patterns of prints: arches, loops, and whorls. Some 
people have a little bit of both. Do they know that there are no identical prints anywhere 
in the whole world? Every single person has his or her very own pattern, right on the 
fingertips. We can trust that God created us, knows us, and loves us from the hair on our 
heads to the tips of our fingers! 
Hand out the materials to the campers. Show them how to rub the pencil onto the paper to 
make a solid layer of graphite. Demonstrate pressing your thumb into the pencil rubbing 
on the paper. As campers complete these two steps, press the sticky side of a piece of 
clear tape against the graphite-covered thumb. Then press the piece of tape onto the large 
sheet of paper. The thumbprint should be clearly visible. When everyone has a print on 
the large paper, ask for all eyes to be closed. Choose one camper to make a “mystery 
print.” Silently tap a child on the shoulder and have this child take a second sample with 
tape. Add this new thumbprint in an obvious place on the large sheet of paper.  
The campers’ challenge is to see whether they can discover who made the mystery print 
just by looking at all the thumbprints. Magnifying glasses will help, but the prints should 
be clear to see without magnification. When the guesses have been made, reveal who 
made the second print. Did the campers guess correctly? 
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After the experiment, see if the campers can identify their own thumbprints. If they have 
made name tags, take a second thumb-print from everyone to tape to the back of the 
name tag as a fun reminder that there is no one else like them in the whole world! God 
has indeed created some wonderful kids! 
(If name tags aren’t available, you can tape the thumbprints into a notebook or even onto 
the front of each camper’s Bible, with Psalm 139:13-18 written next to it.) 
 
Games 
Lost and found 
This game is played like Duck, Duck, Goose. Have the group sit in a circle. An outside 
area is ideal. Choose one player to walk around the outside, tapping each seated player on 
the head while saying, “Lost.” The seated player who is tapped when “Found” is said will 
get up and chase the first player around the circle back to the vacated spot. If the chaser 
catches and tags the first player, he or she says, “God loves you!” The first player sits 
down in the circle and the game continues. (There is no “out”—switch players each 
time.) 
 
Called 
One player is in the middle of a large open space or field, with the rest of the players 
lined up along one side. The player in the middle will choose a “call” (people with red 
shirts, those with short hair, anyone wearing sandals, and so on). Players run if they 
match the “call.” If the center player calls, “God loves you!” everyone must run across 
the field to the other side. 
The goal is for the players to run to the other side without being tagged. If tagged, they 
join the center field and help choose the “call.” They also help with the tagging! 
Play until everyone has been tagged. 
 
Small group devotions 
Begin each devotion time with the following invocation: “We gather together today in the 
name of the Father, of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.” Demonstrate to campers how 
we can make the sign of the cross across our bodies, as a reminder that God loves each of 
us personally. The story of Jesus’ death and life can live through each of us each day. As 
we make the cross, we invite God in to our thoughts (head), our hearts (chest), and our 
actions (both shoulders). You may choose to light a small votive candle as a part of your 
devotion time. (Before lighting candles, check your local fire codes and your camp’s fire 
policies regarding the use of flames. Remember to keep matches in a safe place, out of 
reach of young children.) 
 
Family trees 
Materials: One small branch for each camper, one medium terra-cotta pot (a large mug 
or drinking glass would work too), sand or pebbles for adding to bottom of pot. (Note: If 
you have access to an area where branches, twigs, or stems are readily available on the 
ground—such as a park, woods, or a garden—have campers choose their own branches 
without destroying any living plants.) 
God wants us to feel loved, no matter where we go, what we do, or what we say. God 
loves us unconditionally and has given us a wonderful support of love in our lives—our 
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families, friends, church, and community. Just like branches on a tree, we are all 
connected to each other. Each branch is different, but also the same. Working together, 
more is accomplished than working alone. One branch cannot provide much shelter from 
sun or rain, but a tree full of branches is complex and beautiful. With God as the trunk of 
the tree, our branches are surrounded by the loving and supportive family of God.  
If time permits, decorate the pot together and add the names of your group. Otherwise, 
use the plain terra-cotta pot. Invite everyone to place a branch in the pot, one at a time. 
As they add their branches to the pot, campers can offer a one word of prayer and 
thankfulness for God’s love and acceptance. (Love, family, mom, sister, dad, friend, 
someone’s name.) 
Amen! 
 
The sign of the cross 
Materials: Bible, watercolor paints, brush, bowl of water. 
Read together Romans 5:6-8 and 8:31-39. Hold the bowl of water in front of you. 
Discuss how the theme today teaches how God calls us to feel loved and accepted in our 
lives. Emphasize Romans 5:8 (“But God proves his love for us in that while we still were 
sinners Christ died for us”) and 8:38 (“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord”). 
Ask the campers how the father acted when his lost son returned. If we are lost, God 
rejoices in our return. When God looks at us, our sins and imperfections aren’t visible—
the love Jesus showed us on the cross wipes it all away. Find out who in your group has 
been baptized. How old were they when it took place?  
Demonstrate how a cross is drawn with water on the forehead during baptism. Then 
explain that you are going to draw a cross on each camper’s forehead (or hand, if some 
would prefer) with watercolor paint. For today, their “sign of God’s love” won’t be just 
for God to see—everyone else will see it too!  
Amen! 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Focus Question 
Can we be happy with what God has given, without comparing it to what we don’t have?  
 
Theme statement 
Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that God’s gifts are good. 
• know the difference between what they need and what they want. 
• show gratitude to God through actions, prayer, and worship. 
 
Bible basis 
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John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Key verse 
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. John 6:11 
 
Materials 
Bible, explorer’s pack, magazines (family, kid, health, home), scissors, small self-sealing 
bags, fish crackers, saltine crackers. (Before serving any food, always check with 
caregivers for learners who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
 
Counselor notes 
Greet campers enthusiastically as they return for the second day together. Names are so 
important—do your best to greet each camper individually by name. The kids will feel 
special and welcome. Continue to be well-prepared with your supplies and lesson plan. 
It’s always a good idea to plan for more time than you think you will have. That way, if 
you need a time filler or change of pace, you’ll be all set. 
 
Gathered 
“Need it or want it” sort 
Take a few moments to discuss the difference between what we need (the basics for our 
well-being as humans) and what we want (things that are nice but not necessary). Hand 
out magazines and scissors. Campers have three minutes to find and cut out pictures of 
items they need, use, have, or want. How many can they find and cut out in three 
minutes? (Give more time for younger campers.) 
When the time is up, ask campers to sort their clippings into two piles: “Need It” (things 
needed to live and be healthy—food, clothing, house, water, family, friends, love, 
medicine) or “Want It” (items that make life nicer, easier, or more fun, such as toys, 
games, vacations, special lessons, clubs or sports, crafts, fancy clothes). 
When all the clippings have been sorted, look at the outcome and discuss: 
• Which pile has the most items? 
• Do most of us have more than is needed? 
• Does everyone have everything she or he needs? Everything she or he wants? 
• Who are some people in need of the basics? 
• Is there anything we can do to help provide people with what they need as well as 

some of what they want? 
 
Called 
Let’s look at how today’s story helps us answer some of these questions. Pull out your 
explorer’s pack and give hints to three objects that are inside—Bible, small bag of fish 
crackers, samll bag of saltine crackers. 
Look up John 6:1-15. Read the story aloud. Invite campers to read along, or take turns 
reading the verses or chapters. After the story, hold up the bags of fish crackers and 
saltines. Ask whether campers think the baggies are enough to feed the group. Is it 
enough to feed everyone at camp? How about the town or the state/province? The 
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disciples didn’t believe there was enough food for their large group, but Jesus made sure 
everyone’s needs were met. God’s gifts are good! God wants us to have our needs met, 
and as today’s story shows,  
we are often given even more. Jesus went beyond the needs of the crowd; they had more 
than they could even eat, with 12 baskets of leftovers. 
Let’s look closer. Before the miracle of feeding the crowd with the two fish and five 
loaves of bread, Jesus gave thanks. The disciples did not believe there was enough food 
to share. Jesus was grateful for what was there. God wants us to be grateful (to give 
thanks for) what God has given us. Encourage campers to share their favorite mealtime 
prayers. Pick one to pray as a group. Distribute the fish crackers and saltines to the 
campers. As they snack, ask the campers to think of other ways can we give thanks to 
God. Ask small groups to create a cheer or a dance of thanksgiving. 
 
Sent 
Thank you, thank you, Jesus 
Do your campers know of places people in need can go for help? (Shelters, food shelves, 
churches.) Brainstorm ideas together of ways they can help others. (Clothing drives, 
donations to food shelves, toy drives, donations of winter coats, old eyeglasses, books.) 
Giving from what we have is a way to show gratitude to God for all we’ve been given. 
Let’s give thanks through the following prayer: 
“Thank you, thank you, Jesus,” (3x) 
“for my __________.”  
Go around the group, offering each a turn to give a word of thanks to God. 
 
Creative activities 
Friendship mix 
Materials: Small self-sealing bags (one per camper); trail mix ingredients (pretzel sticks 
or twists, fish crackers, cereal, chocolate candies or chocolate chips, raisins) large bowl, 
cup or scoop. (Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for learners who 
have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
Let campers work as partners. Hand out the ingredients to the friendship mix. Alone, 
would each item be enough to feed everyone in the group? It would probably be gone 
before everyone’s hunger was met. But when the individual ingredients are mixed 
together, a larger amount is made and there is enough to share with everyone!  
Fill a small bag with the friendship mix for each camper. Enjoy the snack together! 
 
Bowl of thanks 
Materials: Playdough or clay; paints and brushes; one of each item per camper: self-
adhesive bandage, stone, leaf or flower, stick (some may be collected outdoors by 
campers). 
Give each camper a baseball-sized ball of playdough or clay. Pinch and mold the dough 
into an bowl shape. If wanted, the bowl can be painted and decorated. 
Hand out the following items. As campers put each item into their bowls, share the 
meanings with the campers: 
• Bandage: Thanks for those who care for us. 
• Stone: Thanks for Jesus, the cornerstone of our faith. 
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• Leaf or flower: Thanks for the wonder and beauty of creation. 
• Stick: Thanks for our friends and family (family tree). 
Add other symbols as you wish. 
 
Games 
Basket relay 
Materials: Two medium-sized baskets or bowls, fish crackers (or other small nonfood 
item), one plastic spoon per camper. Remember to check for food allergies, or choose a 
nonfood item for the relay. 
Object: Campers will race to fill a basket with more fish crackers (or a small nonfood 
item) than the other team. 
Today’s story tells us that after Jesus shared the boy’s lunch with the crowd, all ate their 
fill, with baskets of leftovers to spare. This fun relay will challenge campers to fill their 
basket or bowl with more fish crackers than the other team does. 
Campers stand in two single-file parallel lines. Place a supply of fish crackers and spoons 
at the head of each line. At a distance across from each team, set an empty basket. 
Campers must fill a spoon with fish crackers and run across to dump the crackers into 
their team’s basket. When the relay is finished, count how many crackers made it into 
each basket. 
 
All are welcome 
Materials: Chalk or masking tape to draw a boundary (or a rock or other object large 
enough for the group to stand on). 
Object: Campers will attempt to include everyone in a small space, without stepping out 
of bounds. 
In today’s Bible story, Jesus didn’t turn away anyone who was hungry. All were welcome 
to join in the lunch, and all were provided for. Today the campers will try to fit everyone 
in their group into a small space. Try several ways, with increasing difficulty. 
Options:  
• Draw or tape the outline of a circle small enough to be challenging to fit the whole 

group inside.  
• Find a rock or other object for the group to stand on together. 
• Make modifications to increase the difficulty, such as requiring that everyone stand 

on one foot only, or blindfolding half the group. 
 
Devotions 
How many are there? 
Materials: Clear jar with lid, small candies (jelly beans, chocolate-coated candies, 
gummy bears, or others), food gloves, plate or bowl, Bible. Have at least two candies per 
camper. (Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for learners who have 
food allergies. Provide an alaaternative if necessary.) 
Take a guess from each camper: How many candies are in the jar? (Hint: Keep the 
number fairly low; more than 30 is tedious to count!) After everyone has made a guess, 
pour the contents out onto a plate or bowl. Have everyone put on a food glove. Counting 
together, place the candies back into jar one by one.  
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Was anyone’s guess close? Who over- or underestimated? It’s easy to overestimate. It’s 
also easy to want for more than we really need.  
Read Colossians 3:12-17. 
Hand out two candies per camper. Go around the circle and ask all to share a special 
prayer of thanks for a blessing they have in their lives. 
 
Is it big enough?  
Materials: Large index card, scissors. 
Goal: To cut a hole in the index card large enough to fit it over your head and step 
through. Do the campers think it can be done? 
As you cut the card, discuss the following with the campers: Sometimes things aren’t 
quite what they seem. At first glance, the disciples didn’t believe that two fish and three 
loaves of bread would feed the crowd of people gathered to listen to Jesus. But Jesus was 
thankful for what was there. 
The campers will find it hard to believe that you can cut a hole in the index card large 
enough to step through! End with a prayer of thanks for all the ways God exceeds our 
expectations! 
Directions: 
1. Poke one tip of the scissors through the upper left corner of the card. Do not cut 

through the edge. 
2. Cut in a zigzag pattern from edge to edge, top to bottom, as shown by the solid line in 

the illustration. Stop at the bottom right corner of the card. Do not cut through the 
edge. 

3. Cut lines as shown by the dashed lines in the illustration. These lines do cut through 
the edge. Paper will unfold into a large circle, large enough to step through! 

 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Focus question 
How can we trust in something we can’t see? 
 
Theme statement 
An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• trust in God’s faithfulness. 
• recognize love as God’s greatest power. 
• use their faith to be followers of Jesus. 
 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Key verse 
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Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way. Mark 10:52 
 
Materials 
Bible, explorer’s pack, blindfolds or bandannas for each camper, a long rope with the 
ends tied together, pair of sunglasses, blanket or large coat. Optional: guitar. 
 
Gathered 
When everyone has arrived and is ready to begin, introduce the theme and story of the 
day. We will explore how Bartimaeus, who was physically blind, had faith in Jesus to 
heal his sight. Today learners will experience what it feels like to listen, act, and have 
faith. 
 
Listen and act 
Place the rope with ends tied together in a large area free of obstacles. The rope should be 
long enough so each camper can hold it with at least 2' (0.6 m) between campers. Explain 
that each camper must keep holding the rope as the group forms it into the shape you call 
out. Ask them to form a square. Next, blindfold each camper. Ask them to form a circle. 
When they think they have formed a circle, invite them to take off the blindfolds and see 
what they have created. Put the blindfolds back on and ask them to form a square. Let 
them form the shape on their own, then give instructions to help them finish the shape. 
Remove the blindfolds and see what has been created. 
After the activity, gather your group together to talk about their experiences:  
• How did it feel to not be able to see? 
• How did being blindfolded make the task more challenging? 
• Did you know what the leader wanted you to do? Were you able to do what the leader 

asked? Did you trust the leader to help you form the correct shape? 
 
Called 
Bring out your explorer’s pack and gather campers for story time. Give clues to what you 
have inside today—a pair of sunglasses and a blanket or coat. Ask for a volunteer to wear 
the sunglasses; wrap the blanket or coat around the volunteer while he or she sits on the 
ground next to the group. This person will represent Bartimaeus in today’s story. 
Read Mark 10:46-52. Discuss the story with learners. Bartimaeus couldn’t see Jesus. 
How could he know Jesus could heal him? Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” It isn’t easy to trust 
what can’t be seen. We can have faith because God is faithful. God earns our trust and 
faith with constant love and guidance. Bartimaeus calls Jesus “rabbi,” which means 
“teacher.” Jesus is our teacher, whom we trust to lead us in truth and love. 
 
Sent 
Review the story with learners. Was Bartimaeus popular? Was he wealthy or successful? 
Was he attractive? Bartimaeus was not a popular person in his world. He was a blind 
beggar who depended on others for his food or money. He was not a success by today’s 
standards. However, Jesus saw Bartimaeus as having great value. Bartimaeus was a 
faithful believer and follower of Jesus. 
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Sing together songs that remind them of Bartimaeus’s story (campers may know 
“Blindman” or “I Am the Way and the Truth and the Life”). The “Large Group Worship” 
section of this curriculum has other appropriate songs. Options: Sing with guitar 
accompaniment or invite a special guest to lead singing with your group.  
 
Creative activities 
Can you see the light? 
Materials: Several bright flashlights, a book, and several colors of construction paper, 
paper, crayons, cotton balls, baby oil. 
Bartimaeus couldn’t see Jesus with his eyes, but he could “see” that Jesus was the 
Messiah. Jesus could see past Bartimaeus’s blindness and poverty to a heart of faith.  
Let learners take turns shining a flashlight on the back of the book and colored papers. Is 
the light bright enough to shine through? Let campers experiment shining the light 
through other objects: their hands, clothing, leaves, and so on. 
Pass out the paper and crayons. Have learners draw a colorful rainbow on their papers. 
Hand each learner a cotton ball soaked with baby oil and show how to rub the cotton ball 
over the rainbow.  
Turn on the flashlight again and shine the light through the back of their rainbow 
drawings. What happens? Can they see the light shining through? 
Prayer: Thank you, God, for seeing through to our hearts and loving us just as we are. 
Help us see your light shining all around us! Amen. 
 
“Thy word” lamps 
Materials: Sheets of 12" x 18" (30 cm x 46 cm) construction paper, markers, scissors, 
glue or tape, hole punch, yarn or string. Optional: CD player and CD with a recording of 
“Thy Word,” or guitar. 
Even though most of us are not physically blind like Bartimaeus, it can be difficult for us 
to “see” where God is leading us, to “hear” God’s call in our lives. 
Play or sing “Thy Word” with a CD or guitar, or read aloud the stanza that begins with 
“When I feel afraid” and the refrain. This song is based on Psalm 119:105. What does it 
tell us will light our paths when we cannot see? (God’s Word, the Bible.) 
Make lamps to be reminders of God’s Word and God’s call lighting up our lives. 
Directions: 
1. Fold the sheet of construction paper in half the long way.  
2. Draw four lines from the fold to 11⁄2" (4 cm) from the outside edge, as shown in the 

illustration. 
3. Help learners write the words “faith,” “love,” and “trust” in the spaces between the 

lines. 
4. Cut the lines from the fold to the end of the line. Do not cut through the edge of the 

paper! 
5. Unfold the paper and glue or tape the long edges together. 
6. Punch two holes across from each other in the top of the lantern, and tie string or yarn 

through the holes as a hanger. 
 
Games 
Follow the leader 
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Object: Campers take turns following a leader. 
Bartimaeus became a follower of Jesus immediately after regaining his sight. Take turns 
being the leader of the group. There are three ways to play: 
1. Traditional Follow the Leader: Players line up, following the person in front as they 
walk, dance, and so on, around, over, and under whatever path the leader takes them on. 
Followers must copy the leader’s actions and direction. 
2. Simon Says: Players face the leader, who chooses an action for the group to copy, 
after saying “Simon says.” If the leader does not first say “Simon says,” the group does 
not copy it. 
3. Mirror Image: This is a fun version, where the players face the leader, who slowly 
acts out an action (playing basketball or baseball, brushing hair, washing dishes) and the 
group tries to copy the actions exactly, as if they are the leader’s “mirror image.” It’s also 
fun to have the group guess what action the leader is acting out. 
 
Blinded shoes hunt 
Materials: Players’ shoes, blindfolds or bandannas. 
Object: Campers try to identify their shoes in a pile while blindfolded. 
Sit in a circle. Ask the campers to take off one shoe and toss it into a pile in the middle of 
the circle. Blindfold a volunteer who then is challenged to crawl to the pile and find his or 
her own shoe. Once the shoe has been found, put it back in the pile and ask for another 
volunteer. Play until everyone has had a chance to search for a shoe. Remind players to 
move slowly and carefully for safety. 
After the game, discuss it: 
• Were you able to find your own shoe?  
• How did you find it, since you couldn’t see? (Used hands to feel for shoe’s 

characteristics.) What is unique about your shoe? 
• Would it have been harder to look for your friend’s shoe? Why or why not? 
 
Devotions 
Trust circle 
It’s difficult to trust and have faith in something we can’t see. We help each other on our 
journeys of faith through worshiping together, being good friends, praying, and 
supporting each other. This trust circle will demonstrate that support.  
Stand in a tight circle. Stand front-to-back, as close together as possible. On the count of 
three, everyone slowly begins to sit down on the lap of the person behind. It may take 
several tries and laughter if the circle falls down, but the goal is to have everyone seated 
in the circle, supporting the person in front and being supported by the person in back. 
End in prayer: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. O my God, in you I trust. Make me to 
know your ways, O lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth, and teach me. 
(Psalm 25:1, 4-5) 
 
Footprints 
Go to a place where the campers can take off their shoes and make footprints: a beach, a 
dock, or sidewalk where wet feet will show.  
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Compare footprints. Who has the largest footprint? Can you tell who has flat feet or high 
arches? Can you pick out a friend’s footprint? If the area is large enough, make a pattern 
or shape (cross, heart, flower) with everyone’s footprints. 
When finished, sit in a circle with legs and feet toward the center. Consider how we are 
each unique—not only our feet and other physical attributes, but our personalities and 
talents. Like he did with Bartimaeus, Jesus welcomes all into the community of faith and 
invites us to follow him in faith.  
Wiggle feet and toes, and pray together: Dear Jesus, thank you for your “footprints” to 
follow. Step by step you lead me, and I follow you. Amen. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Focus question 
How can we love someone we don’t like or who is mean to us? 
 
Theme statement 
The Christian life is love. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• hear God’s call to love their friends and enemies. 
• pray for their enemies. 
• imagine ways to show love and forgiveness to those around them. 
 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Key verse 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Matthew 5:44 
 
Materials 
Bible, explorer’s pack, small items for counting and sorting (pebbles, pinecones, rocks), 
three colors of bandannas or strips of cloth. 
 
Gathered 
As campers gather, hand them several small items to hold to as you begin today’s Bible 
study. Ask for a definition of friend (someone who is nice, listens, is fun) and enemy 
(someone who is different, hard to like, or mean to others). 
Help campers distinguish between the two by sorting their objects. Make a space in the 
center of your circle for a “friend” pile and an “enemy” pile. Read one of the following 
statements. After each statement is read, the campers decide to themselves whether the 
statement would be spoken by a friend or an enemy. Each camper then places a small 
item in either the “friend” pile or the “enemy” pile for each statement. 
• I am fun to be with. 
• I share what I have with others. 
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• I like to make fun of people and make others laugh. 
• I’m a good listener. 
• I always like to get my way. 
• I sometimes hit others when I’m angry. 
• I take turns when I play. 
• I like to show off that I’m better than others. 
• I tell other people’s secrets. 
• I feel sad when other people are hurt. 
• I don’t like people who are different from me. 
Look at the two piles the campers made. Was it always easy to tell the difference between 
a “friend” and an “enemy”? With which pile would the campers rather be friends? Which 
pile would it be easier for them to like, help, or pray for?  
Point out that Jesus asks us to love everyone—good friends and people who are hard to 
like. How can we do this? Today’s Bible verses give some ideas. 
 
Called 
As you pull the Bible out of the explorer’s pack today, ask for a volunteer to look up 
Matthew 5:38-48. If you have a group of readers, pass the Bible around and have the 
campers take turns reading a verse at a time. 
When you are finished reading, combine the two piles created during “Gathered” into 
one. Do the campers think that an “enemy” can become a “friend”? Did they hear some 
of Jesus’ ideas when hearing today’s Bible verses? They are: 
• Pray. It is hard to continue disliking someone you are praying for. You begin to care 

for that person and want to help her or him make better choices. 
• Be kind. Anger or frustration often comes from fear or misunderstanding.  
• Be creative. Think of ways to surprise and support people you find difficult to like: 

Pick them for your team; ask them to join you on the bus or at the lunch table. 
(Remind campers of ways to talk and act that are okay.) 

Remind campers that it’s never okay to be hurt with words or actions. If someone hurts 
them, they should ask an adult for help. 
 
Sent 
Form three or four groups. Give each group a Bible and a verse to look up. 
• Ephesians 4:1-6 
• Luke 10:25-37 
• 1 John 4:7-8 
• Romans 12:19-21 
What do all these verses have in common? (They are about love and caring for strangers 
or enemies.) 
These verses remind us that although we may not know or love everyone around us, God 
does. We are all members of God’s big family! Everyone has unique gifts and ideas to 
offer. God is calling all of us to use our gifts for good. 
Pull three different colors of bandannas out of your explorer’s pack. Does anyone know 
how to make a braid? Work together to fold each bandanna in half, matching point to 
point, then fold or roll the bandanna lengthwise. Point out that, like people, each of these 
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bandannas is different, and they can do all kinds of different things, like hold back hair, 
be a hat, and be used for cleaning or carrying. 
Encourage campers to pray that people find ways to help each other and work together. 
When we unite together, we become stronger than when we’re alone.  
Hold the bandannas together at the top. Knot those corners together. Campers help braid 
the bandannas together and knot again at the end of the braid.  
Choose someplace special to hang your braid. It could be in your meeting area (if you 
meet at the same spot each day); a tree or bush branch; on a bench or table. Or you may 
choose to tie it onto your explorer’s pack to carry with you as a reminder for your group 
to work together and accept each other’s gifts. 
 
Creative activities 
Soap and water  
Materials: Plastic bowl, half filled with water; pepper; liquid dishwashing soap. 
Gather campers around the bowl of water. Make sure everyone can see. (For a larger 
group, you may choose to have several bowls of water and work in groups of three.) 
Sprinkle pepper on the water’s surface. Drip one drop of dishwashing liquid into the 
center of the bowl. Watch as the pepper scatters away from the dishwashing liquid to the 
sides of the bowl. 
Remind campers that our pride, fears, misunderstandings, and bad choices drive us away 
from the people around us, like the soap scattered the pepper. It’s hard to work together 
and be friends with people when we are apart from them. God calls us to love, pulling us 
back together. 
 
Prayer dolls 
Materials: Wooden clothespins (with ball on end; not the spring-closure type), craft 
thread or thin yarn, permanent markers. 
Campers can make a reminder to pray for others that can be kept in a backpack or pocket, 
or hung around their neck. 
Demonstrate how to wind the thread or yarn around a clothespin, leaving the top ball 
uncovered for the head of the doll. Using different colors of thread or yarn, campers can 
make pants, a skirt, and a top. Hair and face may be drawn on using permanent markers. 
Dolls may be hung from a longer length of thread or yarn and worn as a necklace. 
Encourage campers to think of someone they will pray for as they make the doll. 
Campers can make as many prayer dolls as time allows. 
 
Games 
Friendship tag 
Object: Players pair off with a friend and try to avoid being tagged. 
Campers pair off and hook elbows. Have the pairs spread out in an open area. One person 
is chosen to be “It.” There must be at least one other person—ideally more—left without 
a partner.  
Those without partners begin running from It, who tries to tag them. When tagged, the 
player is out of the game.  
Pairs are “safe,” and need not run from It; they remain stationary. To avoid being tagged, 
players without partners attempt to reach one of the pairs and hook arms on one end. But 
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that means the person on the other end of the pair must immediately leave. That person is 
now susceptible to It, and tries to join another pair before being tagged. The game ends 
when only one group of two remains. 
 
Who’s my friend? 
Object: Players will use only their hands to guess which friend is their partner. 
Form two groups. Ask one group to put on blindfolds and sit quietly in a row of chairs. 
Silently place a friend from the other group in front of each seated child. When ready, 
instruct players to reach out their hands to grab the hands of their partner. Can they guess 
the person’s identity by using only their hands? 
Variation: Sit back-to-back. Have players guess who is behind them by reaching their 
hands back behind the head and only feeling the partner’s hair and head. What hints 
helped players guess their partners’ identities?  
 
Devotions 
Getting to know you 
Materials: Small pieces of paper, pencils. 
Today’s Bible verses gave us ideas on how to show love and caring for our “enemies,” or 
people who are strangers or hard to like. Another way to show love for others is to get to 
know them better. When we discover fun things about other people we find out that we 
share many things in common—even with those who seem different from us. 
Distribute paper and pencils to the campers. Have each camper write three or four things 
about himself or herself. These can be things the campers like to do, favorite foods, 
something unique about their families, a special talent, things that others may not know 
about them. (Help younger campers write these down or take a few minutes before the 
activity to interview each camper and make a list for him or her.) 
Collect the pieces of paper and sit in a circle with the group. Read one item and have the 
campers guess who they think it may be. Make sure the guessers tell why they think it is 
a particular person. When the guessing is done, identify the person. 
Close with a group hug and a prayer thanking God for all the unique people in the world. 
 
Balancing act 
Materials: Masking tape or chalk, Bible. 
Use tape or chalk to mark a 10' (3 m) line in an open area. Challenge campers to walk 
along the line without stepping off. Do they think it will be easy or hard?  
Give everyone a chance to try it. Now make it more difficult. Carefully spin campers 
about 10 times before they walk from one end of the line to the other. Was that harder? 
Take out the Bible. Remind campers of Jesus’ challenge to them to love their enemies. 
This isn’t easy, and we can’t do it alone. Read Ephesians 2:8-9. We need God’s help to 
succeed, and God’s forgiveness for when we fail. Stand together along the line, holding 
hands and pray: 
Dear God, thank you for the times when I do well; forgive me for the times I do wrong. 
Teach me to serve you with love and faith. Help me work with my friends and not-yet 
friends. 
Jump off the line all together shouting: Amen! 
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Day 5: Called to Share 
Focus question 
How can we be grateful for having “enough,” without wanting more? 
 
Theme statement 
In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• recognize the abundance of God’s goodness in their lives. 
• find ways to share what they have with others. 
• realize the inequality of food and wealth in their world today. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10 
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Key verse 
Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much. Luke 19:8b 
 
Materials 
Bible, explorer’s pack, several small toys and stuffed animals, CD player and CDs, 
plastic bag or small purse filled with pennies, chalk or masking tape or rope, three colors 
of washable markers. 
 
Gathered 
As the first campers arrive today, invite them to reach inside the explorer’s pack and pull 
out a small toy or stuffed animal to play with while they wait. Don’t offer the toys to 
everyone. When it is time to begin, ask the campers with the toys if they liked them. How 
did the others without toys feel? The people in the very first church shared what they had 
with each other. We can share too! 
 
Pass and share 
Choose at least three toys or small stuffed animals for this game. Sit in a circle, ready to 
pass around the toys as music is playing on a CD player. Players continue passing the 
toys while the music is playing. Stop the music and have the kids holding toys offer to 
share with a friend. When the toy passes hands, have campers say, “Thank you for 
sharing.” Play until toys have changed hands several times and everyone has had a 
chance to share. 
Talk about it: How did you like sharing? What gifts has God given you to share? 
Remind campers about how abundant their gifts are—not just in clothing, toys, and food, 
but also in family, opportunities (like camp!), and talents. Our love for God shows itself 
when we share what we have with others. 
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Called 
Today is the last day of using the explorer’s pack. Bring out the Bible and the bag or 
purse filled with pennies. Explain that today’s story is about a man named Zacchaeus, 
who lived during the time of Jesus and whose job was to collect money. Ask campers for 
their ideas about what a tax collector was. Point out that tax collectors were not popular. 
Tax collectors often took a lot of money from people who didn’t have much to give. Tax 
collectors were often believed to take too much money, and steal some to keep for 
themselves. Read the story from Luke 19:1-10 to see how Zacchaeus was treated. 
Act out today’s story. Assign the following roles to the campers: 
• A tree 
• Zacchaeus 
• Jesus 
• The crowd 
Give the bag of pennies to Zacchaeus to symbolize the taxes he collects. 
Read the story through several times to give campers a chance to rehearse. Parts could be 
shared by the campers at each read-through, giving several “actors” a chance at the lead 
roles. Discuss: 
• How much did Zacchaeus want to see Jesus? How do you know? 
• Some Bible experts say Zacchaeus was already giving back to the poor. Do you think 

the crowd had the wrong idea about him? 
• How excited would you be to share your home and a meal with Jesus? 
 
Sent 
Just as in Zacchaeus’s day, there are people today who go without having their basic 
needs met, and others who have their needs and wants met in abundance. Some experts 
say there is enough food, water, and materials in the world to meet everyone’s needs, but 
it isn’t distributed evenly. There isn’t enough sharing. Let’s get a picture of the world 
today. 
 
A sharing world 
Draw with chalk, or layout with masking tape or rope, two overlapping circles on the 
ground. The circles should be at least 10' (3 m) across, with about 4' (1.2 m) of 
overlapping space.  
Note: This activity is based on a group size of 12. You may adjust the number of campers 
you put in each section, but be sure to keep proportions the same. 
Choose one camper from the group. Draw a large star on the back of the camper’s right 
hand with a washable marker. Place this person in one of the large circles. She or he lives 
in a place, like the United States, where possessions and abundance far outweigh needs. 
Although there is poverty and homelessness, the majority of the people live very 
comfortably and have access to medical help when needed. 
Draw a circle on the hands of three more group members. Place these campers in the 
second circle. They live in a developing country, like Brazil or Turkey, where most of 
their daily needs of clothing, food and water, housing, and employment are met, but not 
usually in abundance. 
Finally, place an X on the back of the hands of the remaining eight campers. They must 
all stand inside the space of the overlapping circles. These campers live in an area of 
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famine and drought, possibly even war, places like Sierra Leon in Africa and villages in 
South America. There are many people without enough food, shelter, and clean water. 
There is little chance for school, medicine, or jobs. 
When everyone is in place, invite campers to look around. Does this look fair? Is there 
anything we can do to help the many people who don’t have enough? 
Have the campers form a circle around the overlapping “worlds” and join hands. Walk 
around the inside of the circle asking the following questions. As campers answer, use a 
red marker to draw a heart on the hand opposite of the “world” symbol.  
• Do you have enough to eat? 
• Can you eat whenever you are hungry? 
• Do you have clean water to drink? 
• Do you have clean water to wash with? 
• Do you have a home or apartment to live in? 
• Does your home have more than one room? 
• Do you have a bathroom? 
• Do you go to school? 
• Do you have a doctor and a dentist? 
• Do you have play clothes and dress clothes? 
• Do you have toys and games to play with? 
Ask the final question of the whole group:  
• Do you have much to share?  
Pray together: Dear God, we are so blessed with an abundance of gifts. Help us use our 
gifts to reach out to those around us and across the world who are in need. Amen. 
 
Creative activities 
Zacchaeus tree snack 
Materials: Sugar ice-cream cones, whipped cream, green food coloring, plastic knifes, 
paper plates, candy sprinkles. (Before serving any food, always check with caregivers for 
learners who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus passing through town. Zacchaeus was a small man and 
couldn’t see over the crowd. He didn’t have many friends, and the crowd pressed him 
back. He climbed a tree to see Jesus. 
These edible “trees” will remind us to seek out Jesus, like Zacchaeus did. Hand out the 
plates to one camper, knives to another, cones to another, and so on until you’ve given 
out all the materials. Ask campers whether the snack can be made and enjoyed that way. 
(No; they need to share the materials and work together.)  
Help campers distribute the supplies they were given. Make sure each camper has a cone, 
a knife, a plate, and sprinkles. Have the two campers with the whipped cream and the 
food coloring work together to tint the whipped cream green—put in a drop or two of the 
coloring and stir well.  
Direct campers to assemble their “trees”: 
1. Turn a cone upside down to resemble an evergreen tree.  
2. Spread whipped cream all over the upside-down sugar cone. 
3. Add sprinkles for decoration if desired. 
4. Eat and enjoy! 
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Friendship bracelets 
Materials: Chenille craft stems (for younger campers) or plastic lanyards (for older 
campers), pony beads. Optional: other decorative beads. 
Bring out all the materials. Give time for each camper to make at least two bracelets, one 
for themselves and one to give away. Have the campers use five different colors of 
beads—one for each theme of the daily Bible studies. Challenge them to think of 
someone other than a close friend to give their bracelets to—perhaps a leader, an older or 
younger camper, the pastor, a new neighbor, a classmate. Have the campers explain to the 
recipients that we are called to be loved, called to gratitude, to faith, to love, and to share. 
 
Games 
Give it away 
Object: To demonstrate how much each person has to share, even when it seems like 
there is little at hand. 
Zacchaeus told Jesus he gave away much of what he had to those who had little. If we did 
the same today, how much could we give? Did the campers come today prepared to give 
away what they have with them?  
The challenge: Using only items and objects on each camper—in their pockets and so 
on—how large a pile, with how many items, can the group make? When each camper has 
added to the pile, count how many items are in the pile. Challenge campers to add even 
more items! 
Let campers come up with their own ideas. If needed, offer suggestion or clues. (Some 
ideas: socks, shoes and shoe strings, jackets, sweatshirts, glasses, hair bands, watches.) 
When you take a final count of the number of items, congratulate players on rising to the 
challenge. There was a lot to share, even when they hadn’t come prepared to do so. Think 
of how much could truly be shared! 
 
When is Jesus coming? 
Object: Players will anticipate Jesus’ arrival to town, like Zacchaeus did. 
Choose half of the group to be the crowd. They will gather at the far end of the game area 
with their backs to the rest of the players. 
The rest of the players will be Zacchaeus, standing at the opposite end, waiting to see 
Jesus. They will ask, “When? When is Jesus coming?” 
The crowd will consult, then answer,  
“In three days!” (or four, five, ten, or whatever). The Zacchaeus players will take that 
many steps. 
The game will continue to be played—the Zacchaeus players repeat the question until the 
crowd responds, “Today!” 
When “Today!” is heard, the crowd will chase Zacchaeus back to the far end. If any 
players are caught, campers should high-five each other and say, “Alleluia!” 
Play several times, giving all players a chance to be on each team. 
 
Devotions 
Bubble prayers 
Materials: Bubble solution, bubble wands, Bible. 
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Sit in a circle. Dip the wand in the bubble solution and hold it up for everyone to see. 
Blow several bubbles. Talk about how simple and fragile a bubble is. It isn’t fancy or 
expensive. It doesn’t do very much and isn’t worth much. Continue to blow bubbles into 
the center of the circle. Lead the conversation to what bubbles bring; smiles: happiness, 
and fun. They are easy to share. Bubbles can remind us how easy it can be to share what 
we have with others. We don’t have to wait until we have “enough” money, food, toys, or 
so on. We can simply share portions of what we already have. 
Read 1 John 3:16-18. Emphasize that love is what is needed to share. 
Pass around the bubbles. Ask each camper to pray, “Jesus, please help me share with a 
generous heart.” Blow bubbles into the circle and pass it on. 
 
Sharing affirmations 
Materials: Piece of paper for each camper, markers, Bible. 
Hand out the paper and set out the markers. Ask campers to write their names in the 
center of the page with large letters. They may decorate or embellish the letters however 
they wish. Tell them to write their names as a reflection of who they are—incorporating 
pictures of flowers, sports, or other interests and hobbies; using their favorite colors; and 
so on. 
Remind campers of today’s theme, “Called to Share.” Ask them to name some ways to 
share that they have discovered today. (Sharing food, money, toys, clothing, and more). 
Here is another way to share: We may also support and care for each other by 
encouraging them in their gifts and offering friendship.  
If your group is older, pass around the name pages the learners have just created. Give 
each camper time to write on each page. They should write something they admire or 
recognize about that person—for example, his gift of music or sport; qualities that make 
her a good friend; a favorite memory from the week. 
If the group is mostly younger, have campers share out loud as you write down their 
thoughts. 
Read 2 Corinthians 8:3a from the Bible. End in prayer, asking for courage to share 
“beyond their means.” 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Upper Elementary 
Introduction 
Welcome to Listen! God Is Calling. We live in a world of so many voices that it is often 
hard to distinguish which ones we should listen to. Believers in Christ have always faced 
the daunting task of discerning God’s voice to live and share the gospel. Yet, to live as a 
Christian in our modern world seems more challenging than ever. Surrounded by so 
many strong influences, we sometimes allow cultural expectations to lead us to act 
contrary to the gospel. Globalization and multimedia have opened us up to wonderful 
new worlds, but they’ve also imposed a shift in our consciousness that can cause 
confusion, maybe even chaos. How do we focus on the voice that has always called us, 
the voice that throughout time has remained constant and faithful? How do we listen for, 
and respond to, the voice of God? 
We turn to Jesus’ ministry, which confronted the religious teachings and culture in which 
he lived. His teachings and miracles introduced a new way of living that is more fully 
reflective of God’s love. The stories of Jesus incorporated into this theme challenge us to 
explore the foundation of our calling as Christians—the basics. But being basic does not 
mean they are easy. Each core element of the Christian life implores us to reach inside 
ourselves to search and find that which doesn’t always surface: accepting God’s 
unconditional love; allowing gratitude to flow freely; relying on the gift of faith to trust 
God completely; loving our enemies; and sharing God’s gifts willingly. Thankfully, we 
are not left up to our own devices, but have a constant provider and guide. “Listen! God 
Is Calling.” 
Listen. If we could hear God’s clear, booming voice in our ears, it would make the 
listening so much easier! Instead, we have the living Word among us. Scripture is where 
we first turn to listen for God’s voice, and Christian community is where the Word comes 
to life.  
God. It is tempting to take full responsibility for bearing the gospel, as if our own or 
someone else’s faith completely depends upon our actions and words. However, God is 
the one who comes to us, and gives to us freely all that we need to live a full life in 
Christ. We are partners in mission, not initiators.  
Is. God called Abraham, Moses, Peter, and Paul, but God is still calling us, modern 
disciples. We can be sure that God’s voice has not and will not fade away, but will 
always be more constant than our own breath. 
Calling. When the phone rings, someone is calling us. We can choose to answer it or not, 
but the fact remains that someone is still trying to reach us. While we can choose whether 
to answer God’s call, we cannot choose the gift of God reaching into our lives. It is there 
for us—always. 
 
Objectives 
The activities throughout this unit will help upper elementary campers and their leaders: 
• see how God’s great gifts are abundant and unconditional if they learn how to 

recognize them and accept them. 
• understand that following God’s call is fulfilling and life-giving, if not always easy. 
• practice responding to God’s gifts appropriately through gratitude, loving others, and 

sharing. 
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About upper elementary campers 
Upper elementary campers are at an exciting, but often confusing, age. Many are 
beginning to mature into sensitive teens, while others are still completely immersed in 
childhood. They are full of enthusiasm and energy, and are reflective and thoughtful, fun-
seeking and eager to please.  
For many upper elementary campers, this week at camp might be their first experience 
away from home for more than a couple of days. While they are eager to assert their 
independence, they are also aware that their safety net of home and family is not 
immediately available. This makes for an exciting week that also might include some 
anxiety and homesickness. Creating a safe but flexible environment in which campers 
feel valued will help them to adjust to camp life and will set the stage for terrific Bible 
studies and activities all week long. Keep in mind some of these other attributes of upper 
elementary campers to help facilitate a positive learning and growing environment: 
Socially, children in this age group are beginning to form groups, but still enjoy doing 
things independently. Mixing group activities with those they can do alone will help them 
feel included but will also give them room to stretch their individual skills. They will be 
willing participants, but are more quickly motivated by a leader’s enthusiasm. A 
positive—or negative, unconcerned—attitude toward activities will affect the impact of 
activities. Typically, they respect authority figures but are quick to determine insincerity. 
Their energy level means that sometimes they get restless, but this doesn’t necessarily 
indicate boredom. Expect moderately short attention spans, and be prepared to change the 
pace of activities fairly often. In order for them to stay interested, keep examples and 
discussion more concrete, as abstractions and symbols might still be difficult to 
comprehend. They also have little control over their emotions, which can affect how they 
digest information. It brings both challenges and blessings: They may cry, get frustrated, 
or lose their tempers easily, but they tend to laugh and show affection easily too. 
Camp can be a terrific place for upper elementary campers to explore who they are and 
who they want to become. Over the course of their stay at camp, counselors can slowly 
expand group trust through Bible study, initiative games, and sharing times. Provide 
opportunities for campers to share feelings, ask hard questions, and forge relationships. 
The Bible study that follows is designed to help develop trust, create a place for safe 
sharing, and provide opportunities to develop strong relationships with other campers, 
with adult leaders, and with God. 
 
Bible study hints 
It almost goes without saying that the more prepared you are with your Bible study, the 
more successful the study is likely to be. Because of the unpredictable nature of upper 
elementary campers, prepare yourself both with the materials you’ll need during the 
study and also with a few backup activities. Also keep in mind the general flow of the 
activities. While the campers will learn by staying active, provide opportunities for group 
and individual reflection, discussion, and even brief periods of silence for large concepts 
to sink in. 
Campers will be at various stages of their faith lives. Some will have been attending 
church and Sunday school since birth; others may be involved in a faith group 
sporadically; some may not have even heard Jesus’ name before arriving at camp. Be 
sensitive to campers at all faith and learning stages. Do not assume they know a Bible 
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story that you’ve known since childhood. In discussions, give campers time to formulate 
what they’d like to ask or say, and then affirm sincere questions and responses that 
campers have to offer. You may expect a different answer from what they suggest, but be 
open to the possibility that what a camper has ventured to share may hold its own wisdom 
(there is also courage in being able to ask a question without having a clue what the 
answer might be). Mutual respect will help them stay engaged in the study while not 
stifling conversation. 
Have fun with your campers! Each week of new campers brings new potential for 
growth—theirs and yours—so keep studies fresh by remembering that what you are 
doing is not routine for them, even if it is for you. The experience at camp can open doors 
to relationships and encounters with God, leading to a lifetime of faith and discipleship. 
 
 
First Night 
While the language of “calling” is common in Christian vocabulary, it may be foreign to 
upper elementary campers. Even the word vocation may be too steep, but when it is 
simplified into language such as what our job is as Christians, or what God asks us to do, 
campers will catch on. They are used to finding out what is expected of them by various 
people in their lives, especially parents, teachers, coaches, and friends. 
It is important, however, to convey to campers that answering God’s call isn’t like 
checking off a laundry list of good things to do to get into heaven. Instead, it is 
recognizing that God is reaching out to us and responding appropriately. The beautiful 
thing is that God has already given us what we need in order to respond!  
 
Who you gonna call? 
To introduce the theme, invite the campers to think of various important people in their 
lives. Have them compare themselves to those on the television game show Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire. Explain that when a contestant needs some help, one of her or his 
choices is to call someone to help answer the question. Usually contestants choose to call 
whomever they feel can best answer the question. 
Encourage campers to think of reasons why certain people in their lives might call on 
them specifically for help. For example, a camper’s friend might call for help from time 
to time to vent about a sibling, knowing the camper is a good listener; or the camper’s 
father knows that he can count on his child to babysit a younger sibling for a few hours. 
Invite each camper to share how he or she is called upon by others. 
 
Call covenant 
You may have a plan already in place for how your group’s “rules” for the week are 
decided. Even if you do, consider making a Bible study time covenant with the campers 
that specifically describes how group members will participate. Go through drawing up 
the covenant with the campers, asking them to contribute. In the final version keep only 
those agreements that emphasize remaining positive and encouraging group members. 
Discerning individual calls can be a confusing process, and campers will need 
encouragement in order to feel secure in their responses to God calling. 
 
Closing prayer 
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Close the first night activities by reading or telling the story of The Tale of Three Trees: 
A Traditional Folk Tale retold by Angela Elwell Hunt. This story gracefully illustrates 
how three trees dream of what they’ll become, and how God’s plans for them alter those 
dreams to be more beautiful and fulfilling than they had imagined. Pray a short prayer 
together: 
Loving God, we are here to listen for your voice. Fill us with your love and give us 
courage to respond in love to others. Amen. 
 
 
Daily Watch 
Day 1: A love like no ogre 
This week you’ll be exploring together God’s love and our responses to that love. Ask the 
campers to recall the movie Shrek. (If some are unfamiliar with the movie, invite others 
to summarize the story.) Talk about the main character Shrek’s attributes. What did he 
look like? What were his habits? Who were his friends? In the story, Shrek, a boisterous 
green ogre, is called upon to rescue a princess. While delivering her back to the prince, he 
falls in love with her, but he feels unworthy of her love. Eventually, Shrek learns that the 
princess loves him, and that they have both been created very purposely to be who they 
are—ogres in shape and color but lovable and gifted just the same. 
Invite campers to read Psalm 139:13-18. Ask them to describe how it makes them feel to 
realize that God knew who they would be long before they were formed. How does that 
knowledge shape our understanding of God’s love for us? What do we have to do to earn 
God’s love? Nothing! We have been created simply because God loves us, even if we 
find it hard to love ourselves sometimes. 
Ask the campers to each find a couple of small rocks and then gather back together at the 
edge of a body of water or large open field. Explain that these rocks represent things 
about ourselves that we feel are unlovable. Suggest the different things that you could do 
with the rocks: Carry them around in your pockets, pile them up and look at them or trip 
on them, put them in your mouths to carry around, throw them at friends or family when 
you are frustrated, and so on. However, those things aren’t useful; they can weigh us 
down after a while, and can even hurt others or us. Release these unlovable things, 
knowing that God loves us despite—and even because of—our faults and struggles. Say 
the following prayer, and then ceremoniously throw the rocks away (being careful to all 
throw in one direction, away from everyone). Encourage the campers to focus this week 
on things they love about themselves. 
 
Closing prayer 
Creator God, you have made us to be exactly who we are for a purpose, simply because 
you love us. Help us forgive ourselves of the things that we don’t love. Show us your love 
and help us remember that you love us no matter what we do or say because we are your 
creation. Bless this day and this week together. Amen. 
 
Day 2: God’s packing list 
Gather in your cabin or tent, wherever the campers’ belongings are being stored. Invite 
the campers to open up their bags, and maybe even spread some of their items out around 
them. Ask them to share some of the thoughts they had while they were packing for 
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camp. Were they feeling anxious, worried, or excited? Were they thinking about the 
activities they were going to do? Did they choose their nicest clothes to try to make a 
good impression on other campers, or their grubbiest clothes knowing they would 
probably get dirty? Were there any items on the list that they had to buy, or chose to buy, 
because what they had wasn’t adequate? Did they remember to pack everything on the 
list, or did they get on the road and realize they had forgotten something important? Does 
anyone feel they packed way too much stuff? Ask campers to choose one item that they 
brought along and share why they brought that particular item. 
Now ask campers to talk about items they would have brought if they could have. How 
would it have helped to have these items along? How would it have made the week more 
difficult by bringing these items along? (This might be a harder question to answer, but if 
they are struggling, suggest that they might pay more attention to these things rather than 
focusing on and enjoying the camp experience as it’s meant to be.) Talk about how the 
camp provides a packing list for campers in order for them to be prepared for any activity 
they may participate in, but it leaves off the extras like CD players and video games 
because those things can be distracting to the camp experience. Having just the items on 
the list is simply enough.  
Part of the camp experience is to get away from the things that we rely on from day to 
day, in order to see the world differently. When we have fewer comforts, we are able to 
realize which things are truly important for us to enjoy ourselves. We can focus on what 
God has given us, and be thankful for it. 
Ask campers to read Philippians 4:4-7. Invite campers to share how they think this 
passage might help them in the upcoming week. Discuss how we often wish for things we 
don’t have, or nicer things, because we think they’ll make us happy, but God has a way 
of providing just what we need in order to be fulfilled and cared for. These gifts are 
enough, and we give thanks for God’s gifts. 
 
Closing prayer 
God of peace, help us focus this week on what we have instead of what we don’t have. We 
give you thanks for providing us with all we need to be fulfilled. Keep our eyes open to 
your blessings. Amen. 
 
Day 3: First aid 
Set out an adhesive bandage, a larger bandage for wrapping, and a Bible with Romans 
3:21-28 prominently marked. Ask campers to bring their own Bibles as well when you 
gather the group together. Tell them that you are going to practice some first-aid 
techniques. Ask for a volunteer to lie down on his or her back in the middle of the group. 
Explain that this person has just gotten a scrape on the knee. Ask the group to describe, 
and perhaps act out, how they would treat this person’s wound using an item you have 
provided. Ask for a second volunteer to lie down. Explain that this person has just 
suffered a broken arm after falling off of the cabin roof. Ask the group to treat this person 
using an item you’ve provided. Ask for one more volunteer to lie down. Explain that this 
person is suffering from sin. While this person mostly trusts God, sometimes she or he 
doubts that God will help through rough patches in life. This person eats breakfast before 
remembering to pray to God each day. Ask the group to treat this person using one of the 
items you’ve provided. 
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Explain that there is no bandage or medicine that can cure us of our sin, but that does not 
mean there is not hope for us to be healed and even made whole. We can’t help our sin—
we all fail to put our full trust in God, fail to act in ways that reflect our Christian 
identity, fail to remember God’s promises of eternal life. If the campers didn’t catch on to 
using the passage you marked to treat the sinner, ask one of them to open up to it now 
and read it out loud while all follow in their own Bibles. There is a lot of heavy 
theological language in this passage that might require defining for curious campers. 
Focus on verses 21-24 for discussion. Talk about the words righteousness and justified—
God has the ability to set things right with us. Point out how the word faith here is 
defined as believing in Jesus Christ. Ask campers to describe what they think is meant by 
verses 23-24. Explain that while we might work to put our trust in God and have very 
strong faith, ultimately faith, and grace, is a gift for those who believe. 
 
Closing prayer 
Faithful God, you ask us to simply believe in your Son, Jesus Christ, and this is enough 
for us to receive your grace. Help us learn to put our trust in you. Amen. 
 
Day 4: Love knot 
While you may have done this “human knot” activity as a group earlier in the week, try it 
now using a different focus. Invite the campers to stand in a circle shoulder-to-shoulder, 
facing the center of the circle. Ask them to close their eyes and reach out their hands to 
grasp other hands until every hand is connected. They may not hold the hand of a person 
next to them. Without opening their eyes or disconnecting their hands, they should try to 
untangle themselves. Give them just a minute to try this, and then allow them to open 
their eyes to finish the task. Observe the dynamics of the group as they work to untangle 
themselves. At this point in the week, the campers will hopefully know each other well, 
and natural leadership and cooperation will emerge. However, even if this activity proves 
very difficult for the campers, there is still a lot to be learned from it; try not to interfere. 
Ideally, the group will end in a circle, but sometimes there is a tangle that cannot be 
reconciled or two or three members have unintentionally connected together in a separate 
circle. 
Read Ephesians 4:1-6 out loud a couple of times, and invite campers to follow along in 
their own Bibles. Ask campers to point out words that they most noticed. Ask them to 
explain which parts of this passage their “human knot” activity encouraged them to 
demonstrate. (They had to be gentle and patient with each other to accomplish the task; 
they had to work peacefully to maintain unity in the group; they were one group 
responding to a challenge together.) Were there ever moments when they felt completely 
frustrated or irritated with others in the group? (Ask them not to name names.) What is 
our automatic response to being irritated with someone? What is our automatic response 
when someone really angers us? What is our automatic response when someone is so 
unappealing to us that we feel hatred for that person? How does this passage tell us we 
are called to be with others, probably even those we can’t stand? (To be humble, gentle, 
patient, and loving.) Does this feel like an impossible thing to do? 
Explain that while we are called to love all people—even those we find very hard to like, 
let alone love—this can seem like an impossible calling unless we learn how to handle 
our feelings. Jesus taught that of course it’s easier to love those who are lovable, but that 
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by praying for our enemies we can allow God’s love to work a miracle of love within us 
as well. This is one way that we can begin “making every effort to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3).  
 
Closing prayer 
Gracious and loving God, be gentle with us as we learn to love and be gentle with others. 
Help us remember that your love is for all people. Teach us to pray for those we find 
hard to love, to be patient, and to lead lives worthy of your calling. Amen. 
 
Day 5: Don’t hold back 
Gather in a circle and ask campers to describe how they would feel or what they would 
do if they discovered that a close friend had suddenly won a million. When everyone who 
wishes to has shared his or her thoughts, ask the group to imagine they were in the 
friend’s position, and they had won a million. What would they do with it? 
Read Proverbs 21:26 with the group. We depend upon God’s grace in order to be justified 
with God, but this verse calls us on our behavior when we act selfishly. If we want more 
than we need or are envious of others, we’re called “wicked,” but if we share with others, 
we’re called “righteous.” This proverb is straightforward and doesn’t fit in well at all 
with our culture’s ideas about what we’re entitled to. We tend to celebrate those who 
have “made it to the top” in their fields—professional athletes, television and film 
celebrities, top-selling recording artists, CEOs of Fortune 500 companies. It seems that 
because these people have worked hard and made a lot of money, they are entitled to 
spend their money extravagantly. In our regular daily lives, when we achieve 
something—whether that’s an A on the report card, a new toy, a trophy, or money—we 
also feel entitled to a reward of some sort. And when we are lucky—receiving something 
by chance that we didn’t earn—we still feel as though it belongs to us and we can do 
whatever we wish with it. But following God faithfully means dealing with possessions 
in a whole other way. 
Ask campers if they believe being righteous means not ever being tempted to keep things 
to ourselves. (Righteousness comes from acting according to God’s direction.) Certainly 
we need to keep and use those things necessary for our health and well-being, but when 
we cross over into keeping more than we need when someone else could benefit from it, 
then we have lost touch with the righteousness God promises to those who give freely. 
The same is true if we always want what others have. This desire clouds our vision and 
keeps us from seeing God’s gifts as they are: gifts. Everything we have comes from God, 
and is to be shared, not stored up. 
 
Closing prayer 
God, everything we have comes from you. Help us see that your gifts are not meant for us 
alone. Open our hearts to learn how we can share more freely of our selves and our 
possessions so that all may know the power of your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Focus question 
What does God love about me? 



Listen! God Is Calling / 07 Upper Elementary / p. 8 
 

 
Theme statement 
God loves us unconditionally simply because we are God’s creation.  
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• realize that God loves them because they are God’s creation. 
• explore the infiniteness of God’s love for them. 
• seek life-giving responses to the love they receive from God. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, boundary markers for each camper, soccer or gym balls, bowl of water. 
 
Gathered 
Creation station 
To encourage campers to consider God’s creativity in making us, have them be creators 
themselves. Form the campers into groups of three or four and ask them to spread out in 
the area so that groups cannot hear other groups talking softly.  
Describe to them their task: Invent a new creature to live on earth. This creature should 
do something entirely unique, or be a unique combination of things, that contributes to 
the well-being of others and/or the earth. The campers decide on details such as what 
color the creature is, what it smells like, what kind of skin it has, what it likes and 
dislikes, and what it eats. The campers should also form this creature with their own 
bodies, leaving out one person who will act as the spokesperson for the group. Give the 
groups five to ten minutes to invent their creatures. Invite each group to present its 
creature and the creature’s characteristics, allowing a few questions from other campers. 
Ask each spokesperson to describe one thing that the group members really like about 
their creature. Affirm the campers in their efforts and creativity. 
Given the way humans are created and the abilities they have, ask the campers to share 
what they believe God was thinking when creating humans: 
• What do you think God wants us to be like? 
• What sorts of things do you suppose God wants us to accomplish? 
• What do you think God hopes for us?  
 
Observation station 
Now try an activity that explores the infiniteness of God’s creation beyond just humans. 
Give each camper something to mark off an area on the ground approximately 1 yard  
(1 m) square, such as a hula hoop, a 9' (2.7 m) rope, cones, or large rocks. Explain to the 
campers that they should spread out and set up a space for observation by placing a 
boundary for themselves on the ground. They should position themselves just outside the 
observation space and carefully observe all of the elements and action inside of it. Ask 
them to list what they notice. For example, they might list dirt, weeds, ants crawling, 
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wind blowing the grass, and so on. Give them about 10 minutes to do this, and then 
gather the group back together. Ask them to share what they noticed. 
Invite them to think about the huge scale of God’s creation and all that is in it. Mention 
that if they multiplied the small space that they observed by about 3.1 million, they would 
have the surface area of the earth, including all land and water. And that’s just the surface 
area! God paid close attention to careful details in designing each of those small spaces 
the campers just observed, and then did so for all of the earth. Add in the intricate 
creations of humans and animals, and we realize that God’s creative powers are infinite.  
Creation didn’t stop after the first seven days—God continues to create every moment of 
every day. Ask the campers to describe how God continues to create in us every day.  
 
Called 
Jesus is coming to visit 
Describe, or have the campers act out, the traditional camp skit about a couple who get a 
call from Jesus saying that he’s coming to visit. They rush around tidying up and 
preparing their best food. Meanwhile, three visitors knock at the door, each one with an 
urgent need. The couple turns these people away, explaining that Jesus is coming and 
they don’t have time to help. After the third visitor, Jesus calls again and tells them he 
has already visited three times, but they did not let him in. 
Ask the campers to describe what preparations they would make if they were expecting a 
special guest, perhaps even God, to visit. What would they set out to be noticed? What 
would they hide? How would they prepare themselves? Would you think of excuses for 
certain things?  
Actually, there’s nothing we have to do, or even can do, to fully prepare for God’s 
presence. We can’t even prepare ourselves for God to love us. 
 
Trial by jury 
Ask the campers to describe a courtroom trial scene. What is the basic process of a trial? 
(A person is accused of a crime; the attorneys and witnesses present evidence for and 
against the accused; a jury decides whether the accused is guilty; the judge rules 
accordingly.) What is the rule about convicting someone of a crime? (The person is 
innocent until proven guilty.) 
Invite the campers to read Luke 15:11-19. Ask them to imagine that they are the jury that 
needs to decide whether the father should take the younger son on as a hired hand. What 
evidence is for him? What evidence is against him? Do you think the father should take 
the son back as a hired hand? 
Invite the campers to finish reading the story, verses 20-24. Talk about how Jesus used 
parables—stories that teach—to tell people about God. Assuming that God is the father 
figure in this parable, ask them to describe how human judgment is different from God’s 
judgment based on this story and their own experiences. Ask whether they can explain 
why the father still loved the son. What is surprising about the father’s response? 
Invite the campers to open their Bibles to Romans 8:31-39 and ask someone to read it out 
loud while everyone follows along. Ask another volunteer to read it out loud while 
everyone else closes his or her eyes. Ask campers to name something that might happen 
or something they could do to make God stop loving them. Allow campers time to think 
about it, if they need to. If they suggest something, point out verse 35 or verses 38-39.  
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Continue with the exercise for a couple of minutes, until it becomes clear that there is 
nothing we can do to separate ourselves from God’s love. It is also important to 
remember that God didn’t just love us when God was creating us, but God’s love 
continues. We are called “beloved” children of God because we are to be loved, not to 
remember that God once loved us. 
 
Sent 
Dead poet’s moment 
Invite the campers to celebrate God’s love for them in a fun way. Bring your group to an 
open field. Assign each camper one of the following verses to look up: Psalm 139:14; 
Romans 5:8; Psalm 104:24; Psalm 100:3; Luke 15:24; Colossians 3:14; 1 Corinthians 
12:6-7. (If you have more campers than verses, assign the same verse to more than one 
camper.) Have them stand with their Bibles in a line and place a ball in front of one of 
them. Invite that person to read his or her verse with as much enthusiasm as possible, 
then kick the ball as hard as possible. Have each camper to do this, one at a time. Having 
several balls will help this activity go more smoothly. 
 
Remembering the love 
Martin Luther suggests that a way to remember every day that God loves you is by 
making the sign of the cross on your forehead. Explain the activity that the campers will 
do throughout the rest of the day: Whenever you have the feeling of being unloved, pause 
and focus for a moment to think of something that reminds you of God’s love for you—
perhaps by realizing you’ve made a new friend or admiring the sunset God created—then 
make the sign of the cross on your forehead.  
At the end of the day, remember to take a few minutes to discuss the activity with the 
campers. How did it work to focus on something that helped them remember they are 
loved?  
Invite the campers to sit in a circle. Pass a small bowl of water around the circle. One 
camper holds the bowl in front of the next person while that person dips his or her fingers 
into the water to make a cross on his or her own forehead. The camper holding the water 
bowl says, “Remember that you are a beloved child of God.” While this is a reminder for 
those who have been baptized, it also works for those who have not been baptized but 
wish to experience God’s love. 
 
Closing prayer 
While you are still sitting in a circle, invite the campers to hold hands and do a “squeeze 
prayer” together: Begin the prayer with a petition of thanks or a request, and ask campers 
to share their own petitions. After each camper has prayed, either aloud or silently, she or 
he can gently squeeze the hand of the next camper, until the squeeze has gone around the 
circle. End the prayer with a petition of thanks for the campers and the gifts that each one 
brings to the group, adding acknowledgment of God’s endless and unconditional love. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Focus question 
How does gratitude affect our relationship with God? 
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Theme statement 
Gratitude allows us to fully experience God’s wonderful gifts. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• recognize that God’s gifts in their lives might look different from what culture 

pressures them into believing they need. 
• experience through Scripture the effects of being grateful. 
• practice gratefulness in their lives. 
 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Materials 
Area markers (cones, balls, or books), Bibles, appropriate magazines (teen-, family-, or 
home-focused), paper, pencils, color medium (such as colored pencils or watercolors), 
sunglasses (one pair to share or each camper may bring her or his own pair). 
 
Gathered 
What I have 
Invite campers to join in this activity that will help them begin thinking about what kinds 
of gifts from God are present in their lives. Place three markers on the ground, such as 
cones, balls, or books. Space the markers far enough apart so there is enough room for 
several people to gather around each one, but close enough so you don’t have to raise 
your voice to speak to everyone. Explain that each marker represents a response that they 
will choose. One marker is “I don’t need it,” another is “I already have it,” and the third 
is “More would make my life better.”  
After hearing each statement, campers are to move quickly to the marker that best 
describes what they think. Begin each statement with “I have…”: 
• family who love me. 
• spending money for whatever I want. 
• friends who listen. 
• nice clothes to wear. 
• enough food to eat so that there are even leftovers. 
• my own space at home. 
• the right kind of shoes to wear. 
• athletic ability that helps me succeed in sports. 
• a good sense of humor. 
• good grades in school. 
• all of the technological equipment I want (DVD player, computer, video games). 
When you’ve finished the statements, ask campers to suggest which ones are most 
important to a person’s well-being, and which ones a person can really do without. 
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Ad-itude 
Gather the campers back together and ask them to sit in groups of two or three. Pass out 
enough magazines for each group to have one. (You might also select advertisements 
from magazines beforehand and pass out just those pages.) Ask the groups each to find an 
advertisement that pressures the reader into feeling inadequate—like we’re not good 
enough, or we need more in order to be fulfilled. Ask them to identify the product—the 
“need” the product is trying to address—and whether that “need” is made up or possibly 
real. Have each group present its advertisement.  
Discuss how things like television commercials, magazines, Internet ads, and sometimes 
popular music try to make us feel about our bodies, our stuff, our relationships, and our 
achievements. Ask which advertisements make us feel perfectly okay with who we are 
and what we have (this type of ad rarely exists). Point out that some advertisements try to 
make you feel fine about yourself, but then also try to persuade you that you’d be even 
better off with their product. 
Have the groups look at their advertisements once again and determine whether there 
might be another way to meet the “needs” presented in them. Will another product work 
just as well? Will something that’s not a product, like an activity, time with loved ones, 
or prayer fulfill the need instead?  
Invite campers to share what things they feel they have enough of. Then ask them to 
share stories of when they asked for something and received more than they expected. 
Their stories might be about birthday presents or help with homework, or perhaps 
something to do with friendships. Ask how it makes them feel when they get more than 
they expected.  
 
Called 
Lunch with the legend 
Have the campers sit in a circle. Campers may or may not be familiar with today’s focus 
story, and those who know it may be more familiar with a different Gospel’s version. 
These things don’t matter for this activity to be successful. Explain that together you will 
tell the story of Jesus feeding the multitude. Each person will share one part of the story. 
Encourage campers to try to tell the story as best they can, but if they can’t think of a 
detail, to make one up when it’s their turn.  
Begin by telling how a large group of people was following Jesus because they knew he 
had been healing the sick and they wanted to hear him preach. Then invite the next 
camper to keep going with the story. Do not comment on whether details are correct or 
not. Listen closely to hear whether anyone mentions Jesus blessing the food or giving 
thanks for it. 
Invite the campers to open their Bibles to John 6:1-15 to check how accurate their version 
of the story was. What was basically the same? What did the group leave out? 
(Acknowledge that some details they might have felt certain about may have come from 
the same story in Luke’s Gospel, so they are not incorrect.) Ask them to tell what they 
think is the main point of the story. Most likely, someone will mention that the story is 
about a miracle, or about the generosity of the boy who shared his lunch—two very 
common and correct interpretations. Affirm the campers in their interpretations. Ask the 
campers to find the part of the story that mentions being grateful. When they’ve located 
it, invite someone to read verse 11 out loud. 
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Ask some questions about the story. How did Jesus react to the news about how much 
food they had to feed the crowd? (He started preparing to feed everyone.) Did he 
complain that there wasn’t enough? Did he make the disciples go find more food? Did he 
suggest that wheat bread would have tasted better than the barley? No, instead he gave 
thanks for what he had and somehow the food was enough to feed the crowd of 5,000 and 
even have leftovers. 
While it’s true that Jesus is the Son of God and has the power to perform miracles such as 
feeding a multitude with such a small amount of food, we don’t have to possess the same 
power in order for our own lives to be filled and even overflowing with gifts and 
gratefulness.  
 
The eyes of the beholder 
Take out the pair of sunglasses you brought along or ask campers to get theirs ready. Sit 
in a circle with backs to the center, so everyone is facing out. Invite the campers to take 
in their view carefully for a minute. Then have them put on their sunglasses (or pass the 
pair of glasses around) and ask them to describe how their view has changed. 
Explain that gratefulness is like wearing a pair of glasses that makes us view life 
differently, except that our view extends from seeing things differently to actually 
changing how we live our daily lives. Have campers read Colossians 3:12-17. Ask 
campers to suggest ways found in this passage that help us practice gratefulness to God. 
Invite the campers to share their interpretations of how these various practices can fit into 
their own lives. Encourage them each to choose one practice and decide how they might 
incorporate this into their lives in a new way. For example, someone might realize she or 
he is impatient with a younger brother or sister, and might choose patience as a practice 
that will help her or him feel more grateful for the blessings that sibling brings to life. 
Someone who realizes he or she boasts about possessions to someone who has less might 
consider being more humble with that person in the future and intentionally looking for 
the nonmaterial gifts that person has. 
Being grateful for what God has given us is more than just saying grace before each 
meal, praying thanks at bedtime for a good day, or getting on our knees when we’ve 
escaped some tragedy. It’s the practice of refocusing our view of God’s world. First, we 
learn to see the things and people in our lives as gifts from God—given to us not to be 
exploited or wasted, but to fill our needs. Then we respond to the gifts by expressing 
thanks. This can take many forms. Prayer is one form; using our gifts wisely is another. 
We can also respond creatively through music, dance, visual art, language arts, and 
service to others. 
 
Sent 
Picture of gratefulness 
Distribute pieces of paper and pencils, plus some color medium such as watercolor paints 
or colored pencils. You may also wish to provide hard surfaces such as large books or 
table space. Invite the campers to think about the things in their lives for which they are 
grateful. Ask them to express their gratefulness to God in some way, either in words or 
pictures or a combination of both. Allow them to spread out and give them at least 15 
minutes to complete their pictures (more time if  
possible).  
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Participate in this activity yourself, since all, including the leader, will use their pictures 
in the closing prayer. 
 
Closing prayer 
Gather the campers together from their gratefulness picture activity and sit together in a 
circle with about a yard (meter) of space between each camper. Explain that your prayer 
time will be silent and that all will be offering their pictures of gratefulness to God. (If 
you have chosen not to do the picture activity, consider distributing slips of paper and 
pencils to the campers and inviting them to write down one or two things for which they 
are grateful. You might also ask campers to simply think of something for which they are 
grateful and symbolically cup their hands together as if they are holding this gift in their 
hands. Substitute these for the pictures used in the closing prayer.) 
Invite the campers to begin the prayer with you by looking upward and briefly raising 
hands to indicate that they are communicating with God. Then set your picture in the 
middle of the circle. Motion to the campers to do the same. When all have offered their 
pictures, raise hands together once again, then bow your heads and fold your hands to 
finish the prayer. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Focus question 
What does it mean to have faith? 
 
Theme statement 
Faith is a gift to us from God, both our own faith and God’s faithfulness to us. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• define faith as both a gift from and trust in God. 
• realize that acting on faith can be scary but also very rewarding. 
• remember that whether or not they are faithful to God, God is faithful to them. 
 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Materials 
Blindfolds, pieces of paper with Hebrews 11:1 printed on them. 
 
Gathered 
Guess who 
This game will introduce the concept of faith as trust by using blindfolds, and it also 
foreshadows the story of Bartimaeus, which you’ll explore in the “Called” section. 
Gather the campers in a space that is somewhat enclosed by trees or other natural 
barriers. Distribute blindfolds for the campers to put on. Explain that they will mingle 
among each other with their arms out. When they come to someone, they should ask yes-



Listen! God Is Calling / 07 Upper Elementary / p. 15 
 

or-no questions to determine that person’s identity. For example, they might ask, “Do you 
have brown hair?” or “Do you play the piano?” Or they might simply ask outright 
whether the person is so-and-so from the group. If someone’s identity is guessed 
correctly, that person removes his or her blindfold and moves to the edge of the group, 
watching for campers who stray. Theoretically, the best guesser will be the one left at the 
end of the game still wearing a blindfold. 
Discuss the game with the campers using some of these questions: How difficult was it to 
tell who people were? What clues were there, besides their answers to your questions? 
Did anyone just sense a particular person’s identity before asking any questions? 
 
Hide and seek 
Acting on faith means listening carefully to God, trying to do what God asks of us, and 
still not knowing what the outcome might be. Move the group to an area with lots of 
natural hiding places for small objects, such as a wooded lot or a recreation room. Have 
the campers line up according to height, shortest to tallest. Pair up the campers by having 
the people on each end of the line become pairs until you’ve worked your way to the last 
two campers in the middle. Have the pairs line up at one end of the playing area. Ask one 
person, the “hider,” from each pair to come to you while the partner, the “seeker,” turns 
around. Hand out the slips of paper with Hebrews 11:1 printed on them and tell them that 
this is a treasure they must hide. Secretly instruct the hiders to direct their seeker partners 
as if they were leading them to the hidden treasure, but to give them directions away from 
it instead. Each person should hide the treasure somewhere in the playing area and then 
return to his or her partner. Have all seekers turn back around at the same time. Tell them 
that their partners have hidden treasures and they will direct them where to go to get it—
they just have to follow directions.  
Then the hiders should tell their seeker partners which directions to go, saying things like, 
“Go straight for a while, then go left. Go over that log and turn right.” Begin playing, and 
observe how confusing the game is for those who are seeking the hidden objects! Not 
only are they being directed incorrectly, they don’t know what they are looking for. Some 
players may even give up.  
Gather back together. Ask the seekers to describe their experiences. (Frustrating, 
hopeless, starting to get irritated with their partners.) Did they start out having faith that 
their partners really had hidden a treasure and that they would be directed to it? Talk 
about how faith sometimes feels like being led on a wild goose chase. However, when we 
put our faith in God, and we pay attention to clues along the way, we can find that we’re 
really being led in the right direction. 
Now play again to find the treasures that are probably still hidden. This time, the hiders 
should give only nonverbal cues and walk next to their seekers, leading them around for a 
while but then eventually to the hidden treasure. When all the treasures are found, gather 
back together and talk about the verse for a bit. Ask campers to share some words or 
phrases that they associate with faith, such as trust, belief, certainty, hope, confidence, or 
courage. Ask the seekers to share whether their trust increased or decreased as they were 
being led the second time around. 
 
Called 
Faith dramas in Mark 
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Explain that faith involves lots of things, in particular, trust in God. It may seem as if 
there isn’t enough evidence sometimes to act on faith, but the clues are there if we pay 
attention. Form campers into small groups and ask each group to create a skit based on 
Mark 10:46-52. Assign each group a different “genre” for the skit: melodrama, opera, 
silent movie, western, and so on. Encourage the groups to be creative. Allow time for the 
groups to prepare. 
There are several short stories in Mark in which people encounter Jesus and demonstrate 
faith in him based on what they knew about him. Assign the groups either Mark 5:24b-34 
or Mark 7:24-30 and ask them to act out the story (see the note later in this activity for 
background on Mark 7). Ask them to spread out, read through the stories, and practice 
acting them out. They might simply read the stories while acting them out or retell them 
in their own words. Be available to answer questions and provide guidance.  
Gather campers together and have them act out their dramas for the rest of the group. 
When each group is finished, recall Hebrews 11:1 with them: “Now faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Ask the campers to describe how 
the characters in their story demonstrated faith as described in this verse. 
Invite the campers to make some assumptions about the characters in order to understand 
them better. Ask questions about how the characters were treated by others, what 
emotions they were experiencing, and what made them think that Jesus could help them. 
In each story, someone who was suffering made a move to demonstrate faith in Jesus in 
order to ease the suffering. 
Now ask how Jesus responded in each situation. Did he deny them the healing they were 
seeking? No! Jesus was as faithful to them as they were in reaching out to him. 
Note: The Mark 7 story in particular might raise some questions that would call for a bit 
of background information in order to understand more completely. Explain that in this 
case, here was a woman who didn’t fit the profile of those who believed Jesus was the 
Messiah—she wasn’t Jewish. Yet she believed that he had the power of God. Jesus at 
first responded the way he did because in his ministry he had been focusing on bringing 
God’s truth to those who had a history with God—the Jews. Then he realized this woman 
knew he was the Son of God and he showed mercy. 
In each of these stories in Mark, Jesus demonstrates that God brings a different order to 
the world than that which we humans have designed for ourselves. The definition of who 
deserves God’s love and mercy and who doesn’t has emerged into a new way of looking 
at the world: When we put our trust in God, no matter who or what we are, God responds 
by being faithful to us. In fact, as believers, we are called to recognize this gift of faith 
that has first been given to us by God. 
 
Obstacle course 
Talk about some things that get in the way of us recognizing our own faith, or acting on 
our faith, in God. What kinds of things do we do that are unfaithful? Talk about the 
things we tend to put our faith in. What objects or activities in our lives make us feel 
secure or comfortable? Is it okay to put our trust in these things? (Yes, to a certain extent, 
such as trusting that our home will be safe. If we don’t trust anyone or anything, we will 
never feel secure, and that can be unhealthy. But when we rely completely on these things 
for security, we forget that God is the only true source of security or comfort.) Is it 
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possible for us to always remain faithful to God in everything that we do? (No, but we 
can strive to.) 
Invite the campers to read Romans 3:21-28. What does this passage say about our own 
faithfulness? (Everyone sins, and God makes things right with our faith because of 
grace.) Ask campers to discuss whether this means we really need to answer God’s call 
to faith, or if it doesn’t matter at all what we do. It could be an interesting discussion. 
 
Sent 
Mini journey of faith 
As a group, take a short, rather slow walk that progresses from familiar territory to 
unfamiliar, such as an area of camp not often visited or a trail the group has not yet 
explored or a place in the church where most people don’t go. Begin in the familiar place 
and ask campers to describe situations in the past in which they realize God had been 
faithful to them. As you walk toward the unfamiliar place, ask them to share ways in their 
lives that they know God is being faithful to them right now. When you reach the edge of 
the unfamiliar place, ask them to guess what they think lies ahead. Talk about how we 
can always only guess what lies ahead for us and then move forward knowing that we are 
not alone. As you enter and explore the unfamiliar place, have them suggest situations in 
the future in which they’ll need God’s help. What are some ways they might call on their 
faith to know God is there with them? (Prayer, paying attention to what they’ve learned 
about God and God’s love and mercy, surrounding themselves with people of faith who 
can help them.)  
 
Faith acrostic a cappella 
Engage the campers in putting together a faith acrostic, but without the use of paper. 
They should come up with five words about faith, each beginning with one of the letters 
in faith. When they have completed this step, they could weave the words into a poem 
that also talks about faith. Lastly, if they are feeling especially creative, they can make up 
a tune and set the poem to music. They might wish to use a familiar tune or easy poem 
form, such as a limerick. Consider performing the poem or song for another group at 
camp.  
 
Closing prayer 
Try doing a litany with your campers. Teach them the following response, and read each 
petition, with them responding. You might also ask if someone in the group would like to 
be the litany leader. 
All: We come to you in faith, O God. 
Leader: Help us see you in each other so that we may serve you. 
All: We come to you in faith, O God. 
Leader: Help us know your will so that we may follow you. 
All: We come to you in faith, O God. 
Leader: Help us hear the truth so that we are shaped by you. 
All: We come to you in faith, O God. 
Leader: Help us believe in your promises so that we can share in your joy. 
All: We come to you in faith, O God. 
Leader: These things we pray, trusting in your faithfulness. 
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All: Amen. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Focus question 
What does it mean to love? 
 
Theme statement 
To love is to actively care for all in God’s creation, even our enemies. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• define love according to Scripture. 
• recognize how sharing God’s love can be creative and healing. 
• seek ways to actively demonstrate love for others. 
 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Materials 
Slips of paper, pencils, hat or bowl. 
 
Gathered 
“Called to love” tag 
There are so many different kinds of love, and today you will explore the kind of love 
that God commands us to share with others. While we usually think of love as something 
that just happens to us without our control, like falling in love, as Christians we are called 
to participate actively in love. Before jumping into a conversation about sharing God’s 
love, play this warm-up game as a demonstration of love as action. 
Have campers line up at one end of an open playing area. Ask one camper to be the 
“caller” and stand at the other end of the area with his or her back to the group. The line 
of campers cries out, “What must we do to inherit eternal life?” The caller will call back, 
“You must ________ (dance, sing “Happy Birthday,” do 10 jumping jacks, and so on).” 
The campers take three steps forward and do whatever the caller has said. The campers 
continue to ask the caller what they must do, and eventually the caller will call out, “You 
must LOVE!” The campers turn around and dash back to the line while the caller tries to 
tag as many campers as possible before they reach it. Anyone tagged is now part of the 
circle of love and works with the caller to come up with creative things to have the 
campers do and to tag them.  
 
Lovely puzzle stories 
Gather the campers back together and find a place to sit for the next activities. Try this 
exercise that will introduce the conversation about love. Give each a slip of paper and a 
pencil and ask her or him to write one word on the paper. Collect the slips in a hat or 
bowl, mix them up, and have each camper draw one slip. Explain that you will all tell a 
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story together, and the story should be about love. Ask one camper to begin the story with 
a sentence that starts with the word on his or her slip of paper. Another camper continues 
the story with a second sentence beginning with the word on his or her slip. Continue this 
process until the last camper completes the story. Discuss what kind of love the story 
included. Was it romantic? Family love? Friendship? Repeat the activity again using 
different words and tell them that this time the story should be about a different kind of 
love than the first story.  
 
Called 
Love lectio 
Explain to the campers that you are going to read a Bible passage using the practice of 
lectio divina, which is Latin for “divine reading.” While lectio divina can take different 
forms, the process you’ll follow is simply reading and letting something—a phrase or 
word—catch each listener’s attention. Ask the campers to relax, perhaps closing their 
eyes so that they can focus. Read Matthew 5:38-48 slowly and clearly. While the campers 
are still relaxed, ask them to say words or phrases that stood out to them. Do not react to 
the words or even repeat them, but just listen to what they say. Read the passage again, 
and then ask them to share a bit more of what caught their attention. The third time, invite 
campers to follow along in their own Bibles as you read the passage. Ask the campers to 
offer questions they have about the passage. You may or may not attempt to answer the 
questions, or ask other campers if they have possible answers to offer.  
This is a difficult passage to take in—of all the key texts for Christians in Scripture, this 
is perhaps the one that instructs us to act most contrary to culture. Our culture promotes 
romantic love, love of self, and even love of things as if they will make us feel complete 
and happy. This passage, however, tells us that we must give of ourselves unselfishly, 
and love those who we find unlovable. Is this impossible to do? Invite campers to share 
who they think are the easiest people to love and when it’s easiest to love someone, and 
also who are the most difficult people to love and when it’s hard to love someone.  
 
Cheek to cheek 
Talk about Matthew 5:39, often summed up as the “turn the other cheek” passage. 
Discuss how this verse has been misinterpreted most of the time, as it seems to suggest 
that Christians must just let others do whatever they wish to them, however violent or 
evil. This is a difficult concept to swallow, and it’s inaccurate. Exploring the cultural 
context in which Jesus spoke these words might help campers understand a deeper, more 
productive meaning for this verse.  
Invite the campers to partner with someone they’ve not yet been paired with this week. 
Have them stand face-to-face approximately one arm’s length apart. Ask pairs to choose 
one person to be the “master” and one to be the “slave.” Now they should imagine that 
the slave has done something to displease the master, perhaps forgotten to empty the 
master’s chamber pot. Anyone higher in rank or social status could backhand slap 
someone lower in status as a way of “putting them in their place,” which happened all the 
time in the Roman Empire during Jesus’ time. The master wants to discipline the slave, 
so he will use this typical form of punishment. Have all campers hold up their left hands 
and explain that this is the hand people used for personal hygiene. To use this hand in 
public would be disgraceful for anyone, even to dole out punishment. Have them hold 
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their left hands behind their backs. Now, the master’s only hand option is the right hand. 
If the master does an open-hand slap to the left cheek, it’s a sign of social equality. So the 
master must do a backhand slap to the right cheek in order to humiliate the slave. Invite 
campers to pantomime this action—caution them not to actually slap each other!  
Now the slave, having heard Jesus preach, knows that he has another option besides 
simply accepting the humiliation. He turns his head so that his other cheek is exposed, 
ready for another slap. The master now has a couple of options: open-hand slap the 
slave’s left cheek, but that would mean that the slave is a social equal; or can use the left 
hand, but you’ve already established that using one’s left hand in public is disgraceful. 
Therefore, the master is not likely to strike again. The slave has not allowed himself to be 
humiliated or the violence of the master to overcome him. 
While we have different rules and customs today regarding how we treat others, Jesus’ 
main message in this verse is that we can be creative in how we respond to those who 
wish to harm us. Ask campers to share typical situations from school or community life 
in which someone tries to humiliate or do violence to others. They might suggest bullies, 
popular kids picking on “inferior” students, teachers putting down students in class, big 
kids taunting little kids, and so on. Ask them to think of a time when they felt bullied or 
put down by someone else. If they wish, they might briefly share the situation, how they 
handled it, and whether their response worked or not.  
Remind campers that Jesus tells us later in today’s Bible passage that there is something 
we must do for our enemies: We must pray for them. Ask campers to share possible 
reasons why praying for our enemies is something God wants us to do. (Praying invites 
God’s love into the situation, helps us have patience, helps us calm our fears, helps us try 
to understand the other person’s position, and helps us love the other person.) God’s 
circle of love is meant for all people. Talk about how truly loving someone sometimes 
means that you have to give of yourself, even if it is scary, like dealing with a bully or 
someone who really needs your help.  
 
Love’s labor (not) lost 
Explore the story of the good Samaritan to expand the definition of love. Ask for 
volunteers to play the various parts: the traveler, robbers, priest, Levite, Samaritan, and 
innkeeper. Read Luke 10:25-37 and invite campers to act out the story. Encourage them 
to “think out loud” by explaining what their characters might have been thinking as they 
go along.  
After acting out the story, ask the campers to share potential reasons why we sometimes 
fail to help others in need. For example, what stops us from helping someone who asks 
for money on the street? (We might think they’re just scamming us, or their appearance is 
frightening.) Someone who is lonely? (We might be afraid they’ll get too attached to us 
or they’ll say something that makes us feel uncomfortable.) Have the campers also 
suggest people in need whom they might find difficult to help or perhaps would help if 
they knew how.  
These things might keep us from helping others, but here again Jesus commands us to 
exercise love by praying. We can pray to have courage, to act selflessly, to grant the 
person the help she or he needs, or to be patient. Knowing that God is with us as we 
figure out how to help someone can be comforting, and it can also be a relief to know that 
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we are acting on behalf of God’s love when we reach out to someone who needs that love 
as much as we do.  
 
Sent 
Looking for love in all the right places  
Discuss with campers the idea of taking one step at a time toward loving others we 
haven’t loved in the past. Ask campers to think about one person or group of people to 
whom they have been unloving in the past. Encourage them to think of one way that they 
can be more loving toward this person or people. Have them each choose a small stone to 
carry in a pocket to remind them of their decision to be more loving. 
Sometimes thinking of a prayer can be challenging, especially when you’re in a situation 
that’s frightening. Jesus taught us a prayer that we can recall quickly in any situation, and 
it reminds us to be loving: the Lord’s Prayer. When we pray to forgive us our trespasses 
(sins) as we forgive those who trespass (sin) against us, we are asking God to help us love 
when it is difficult. 
 
Closing prayer 
Ask for a volunteer or two to lead the group in a prayer. They might create a prayer on 
their own if they are comfortable, or they might choose to read this prayer: 
Loving God, you call us to love your whole creation. Remind us of your great love when 
we feel selfish and unwilling to share that love with others. Give us eyes to see those in 
need and respond with compassion. We ask that your love grow in us when it is 
especially difficult, reminding us to pray for our enemies. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
At the conclusion of their prayer, pray the Lord’s Prayer together. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Focus question 
What do we do with all that God has given us? 
 
Theme statement 
We share what God has given us because it is a gift for all. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• learn that sharing is how they respond to God’s gifts. 
• be encouraged by Scripture to share their blessings. 
• find opportunities within their own lives to give. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Materials 
Enough balloons (or beach balls) for each camper to have one, large garbage bag, index 
cards or slips of paper, pencils. 
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Gathered 
Up in the air 
This warm-up activity about what to do with God’s gifts might be best played indoors, 
but outside will work if there is no wind. Ask the campers to help you blow up the 
balloons and put them in a large garbage bag (or use several beach balls instead of 
balloons). Have the campers stand in a circle about one arm’s length apart, and invite one 
volunteer to stand in the middle. Toss a balloon to that person, explaining that this is one 
of God’s gifts and the campers should do whatever they can to keep it from hitting the 
ground, or “wasting” the gift. As they hit it into the air over and over again, toss another 
one of “God’s gifts” to them and instruct them to keep both balloons going. Continue to 
toss in balloons, explaining that as gifts arrive, the campers should figure out how to keep 
them all in the air. If any balloons touch the ground, start over with one balloon and add 
balloons one at a time.  
While one person would have a very difficult time keeping all of the balloons in the air 
alone, he or she could pass balloons to others in the circle to help keep them afloat. 
Continue playing until the campers figure this out, or give others the opportunity to try. 
Discuss the idea of keeping God’s gifts to ourselves versus sharing them with others. 
 
Share the wealth 
Explore the idea of sharing what we have with others, and how difficult that can feel 
sometimes. Give each camper an index card or slip of paper and a pencil. Instruct 
campers one by one to write the following items on their cards, one item per camper: 
money, books, free time, a precious gift from someone you love, your bedroom, talent for 
music, food, a strong and healthy body, your listening ears, video games, clothes, the 
only remaining cola in the house, and so on. 
Invite each camper to decide whether it would be easy or difficult to share his or her item 
with others, and why or why not. When everyone has had a chance to speak, invite the 
campers to mingle and trade their cards so that they end up with something that they feel 
is difficult to share. Tell them to hold onto their cards and don’t let anyone take them. 
Ask campers to describe how they know when they have enough of something: How do 
you know when you have had enough to eat? How do you know when you have enough 
clothes to wear? How do you know when you have enough toys, sports equipment, or 
other things for entertainment? How do you know when you have enough friends? 
Throughout the week, campers have been engaged in the subject of our culture and how it 
pressures us into wanting and buying more than we need. Touch on this subject again. 
Our culture most definitely does not promote recognizing when we have enough of 
something. Food portion sizes are larger than ever, so our growing stomachs often eat 
more than enough to sustain us and keep us healthy. We are constantly bombarded with 
messages to buy more things to entertain us. While enjoying these luxuries occasionally 
will not harm us, if we remain focused on them and come to expect them, then too much 
becomes the norm for us, and we feel cheated when we get less. 
Ask campers to close their eyes and imagine they are hungry. Describe two different 
meals for them, and ask them to choose which meal they’d prefer: The first meal is a 
luscious buffet of anything they’d like to eat, and the second meal is a half cup of murky 
water, two crackers, and a handful of beans. Of course, most campers will choose the first 
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meal. Point out that many people in the world only receive the equivalent of the second 
meal, and sometimes not even once a day. While God provides enough for everyone to 
live and be healthy, our human resource distribution systems have gotten off track. Even 
if we have the resources to eat whatever we like, whenever we wish, choosing to do so 
goes against God’s plan for the gifts we’ve been given. 
 
Called 
Zacchaeus: villain or hero? 
Invite the campers to participate in a melodrama. Create the following cue cards for 
holding up during the reading of the story: “Applause,” “Boo,” “Huh?” and “Ha!” As a 
substitute for the cue cards, you might establish some nonverbal signals, such as silent 
clapping, thumbs down, hands up and shoulders shrugged, and throwing the head back in 
silent laughter. Ask for three volunteers to act out the story—Jesus, Zacchaeus, the 
crowd—and one volunteer to hold up the cue cards or give the signals. Gather where 
there is enough room for a small “stage” and the audience (remaining campers). Explain 
that while you read the story, the cue card holder will hold up whichever sign she or he 
feels is appropriate at any given point, and the audience should respond accordingly.  
Stand or sit to the side of the “stage” (any open space in front of the audience) and read 
Luke 19:1-10. Pause at least after each verse, but more often if the cue card holder is 
especially vigilant. Encourage the actors to be as creative as they wish—the more 
dramatic the better.  
Discuss the story with the campers. Zacchaeus’s story is one that they may already know 
very well from Sunday school, or it may be new to them. If they know the song with 
actions, perhaps their picture of Zacchaeus is as a “wee little man.” The song doesn’t 
mention his profession, however, or why Jesus singled him out to have dinner with him. 
Though small in stature, Zacchaeus was a notable person in society. His reputation as  
a dreaded tax collector caused the crowd to practically shudder in disgust at Jesus’ choice 
for a dinner companion. Tax collectors were hated because they tended to be wealthy at 
the expense of common citizens. The higher the tax collector’s rank, the worse the 
reputation. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector: He had others working under him. This 
made him especially despised. 
The crowd asked, “Why would Jesus eat with a sinner?” But to know why Jesus chose 
Zacchaeus, we must pay attention to his vow: that he will pay back four times that which 
he took unfairly. Explain to the campers that there are two ways of interpreting this part 
of the story because of the way the story was told in the original Greek language. One 
way is to understand that Zacchaeus intends to give back in the future, and the other way 
is to understand that he already gives back that which is taken unfairly. In the first way of 
understanding, we see that Zacchaeus has had a change of heart and vows that he will 
live his life as Jesus prescribes in the future. The second way of understanding suggests 
that Zacchaeus already knows how to correct unfair situations and has chosen to do this 
willingly. If this is the case, then people have judged him incorrectly, and he earned a 
reputation he did not completely deserve. 
Which way of understanding is more correct? In either case, Jesus recognized that 
Zacchaeus was a sinner. We read that, upon Zacchaeus’s change of heart, Jesus declares 
that salvation has come upon Zacchaeus’s house because of his generosity.  
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“The Way” of sharing 
Briefly talk about the first followers of Jesus and how they were referred to as “The 
Way.” Christians lived in communities together in order to support each other and build 
each other up. Often the apostle Paul would establish a community and then would 
encourage the people within the community by letter to keep living the way God wanted 
them to. 
Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. Explain that in Corinth there was a group of Christians whom 
Paul was encouraging by letter. He describes another church, one in Macedonia, that had 
been afflicted but managed to live well supporting each other. He wrote to the church in 
Corinth, telling about the Macedonian church as an example of how generosity and 
sharing within a community can keep it alive and flourishing.  
 
Sent 
Luck of the draw 
Ask campers to pull out the cards they ended up with in “Share the Wealth.” Ask 
campers to tell whether they’ve had any insight that can help them explain why their 
particular item would be difficult to share. 
 
Closing prayer 
Because this prayer time happens late in the week—it may even be the last prayer time 
you share as a group—make this a time when campers can offer prayers that help 
transition toward leaving camp. Form two groups of campers and give each group a piece 
of paper and a pencil. Assign one group to write two or three petitions of thanks and 
praise and the other to write two or three petitions for needs. Be available to assist them, 
especially if they have not had experience writing prayers before. Encourage them to 
think of their group, the camp, and situations beyond camp in the world that they can 
pray about. Gather together and agree on a response between petitions, such as “Lord, 
have mercy” or “Hear our prayer.” Ask the campers to read their petitions. Conclude the 
prayer with your own petition that acknowledges that you know God hears all prayers 
and responds with love. 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Junior High 
Welcome  
Welcome to the junior high Bible study curriculum for Listen! God Is Calling. This Bible 
study digs into vocation, our call from God. For many junior high campers, the words 
vocation and call will be unfamiliar. Others may have an idea of what vocation is, but 
feel that they do not have to worry about it until sometime in the future. A few campers 
will be honed in on God’s call, wondering how to make sense of this world and their own 
experiences. The message for all the campers is that they are called by God, here and 
now. God calls each and every one of us, regardless of the worldly values that define us. 
At camp we have a unique opportunity to share and begin thinking with junior high 
campers about God’s call.  
God calls each and every person, first with a call of unconditional love. We are made in 
God’s image, and loved unconditionally. This is our first and primary calling. In response 
to this unending love, we are called in many ways. We are called to gratitude—to thank 
God for this love. We are also called to faith—to make an affirmative response to God’s 
action. God also calls us to go and love, to be literally overflowing with the generous love  
of God. Finally, God calls us to share. God doesn’t only call us to share God’s love, but 
to share the resources and provisions we have been blessed with. Each and every calling 
that we have bubbles out of the love of God. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help junior high campers and their leaders: 
• recognize that God calls each and every person, regardless of age, social standing, 

ethnicity, geographic location, or any worldly definer. 
• understand that this call flows out of God’s unending love for them. Their response to 

these calls is a response to the love of God. 
• discover and define God’s call for them: to be loved, to live a life of gratitude, to have 

faith, to love others, and to share their resources. 
• name and commit to tangible ways that they can answer God’s call. 
• realize that the most important underlying factor to their call is the love of God. 
During each of the Bible studies, campers will consider scripture passages that explore a 
facet of our vocation. They will participate in activities, guided conversations, and 
opportunities for personal sharing that will help them gain a deeper perspective on their 
personal and communal vocations.  
 
Meet the junior high camper 
Junior high campers are a wonderful part of the camp environment! While many junior 
high camp weeks can be some of the most exciting weeks of the summer, other weeks 
can be the most trying. Junior high campers sign up for a camp experience for a variety of 
reasons. First, you might have junior high campers who are at camp because they love 
camp. They are camp pros; they have been there for years, and are ready to dive into the 
program. Many of your junior high campers might be first-timers who are there to satisfy 
church or confirmation requirements. Though they might not have a lot of excitement for 
camp at first, they will discover that camp is an okay place! Because of their various 
reasons for coming to camp, you will find that junior high campers will exhibit a whole 
range of interest in different camp activities. Regardless of why the campers are at camp 
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or how interested they might be in it, the first thing to remember is that every single 
junior high camper is a blessing and has been called by God to come to camp this week. 
Junior high campers often come to camp  
at differing and conflicting times in their lives. Many are in a challenging time of 
personal and identity development. Physically, mentally, and emotionally, they are in a 
time of transition. Many are internally asking questions of self-identity, including issues 
of appearance, conformity, acceptance, love, safety, and faith. Externally, many junior 
high campers will appear to have it all together, seeming overconfident and resistant to 
change. Undoubtedly, things are not always as they appear. Being this age is confusing 
and frustrating. Camp can be a safe place to explore the tension between one’s internal 
feelings and external attitudes. It is important to offer these campers an environment of 
acceptance, understanding, unconditional love, and safety. They respond enthusiastically 
to leaders who are willing to listen compassionately. 
 
Special hints 
When engaging junior high campers in Bible study, it is important that you meet them 
where they are. Show an interest in the campers’ experiences in life and make 
connections between the biblical texts and these experiences. Work to form trusted 
relationships in which campers can share thoughts, ideas, insights, and questions. Take 
time to relate to campers in all aspects of the camp experience: worship, meals, play. By 
working first to interact and form a relationship of trust and safety with a camper, you 
will make larger strides in not only the Bible study but also the entire camp experience. 
During the first night especially, take time to learn not only your campers’ names, but 
also their stories and facts about their lives to gain a larger perspective on who they are. 
The response to this attention will be invaluable throughout the week. 
It is important to have a variety of activities and conversations starters for the Bible 
study. Know that the campers will have a lot of questions. Bible study conversations will 
often take some surprising twists and turns. Be prepared for this and know that you need 
not have all the answers. Make sure that tangents in the discussion include all members of 
the group. Be willing to talk to individual campers about specific concerns outside the 
group time. Allow your campers to take advantage of the fact that you are a safe person 
they can ask questions of and gain advice.  
Finally, because of the many questions that junior high campers have, consider placing a 
question box in your cabin. Have a closed box in the cabin with a slit on the top that 
campers can put questions into anonymously at any time. Throughout the week, during 
downtime or devotional time, pull out questions and discuss them with campers.  
Most of all, have fun with your junior high campers. 
 
 
First Night 
During the first night, it is important to allow sufficient time for the campers to get to 
know one another, and for the counselor to gain some understanding of each and every 
camper. Because young people need to have a sense of safety and belonging in order to 
fully allow themselves to participate, it is important that some of these bonds begin to 
form during the first night. 
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Mixer 
Materials: Large bag of small candies.(Before serving any food, always check with 
caregivers for learners who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
Pass around a bag of chocolate-coated candies or some other small candy. Tell campers 
to take the amount they would like, but not to eat it yet! Once all campers have some 
candy, tell campers that for each color of candy they are holding, they have to share 
something about themselves. Make up a code, something like: yellow = something you 
like to do; red = something about your family; green = something about your school; 
brown = one of your favorite foods. Make sure that one of the colors represents 
something they wish they could be when they grow up. Go around the circle, having 
campers share for each piece of candy they took. 
 
Vocation activity 
Materials: Piece of chart paper with “Vocation” written on it, markers. 
Have campers sit in a circle. Place the piece of paper in the middle of the circle. Ask 
campers to think about the word vocation. What does it mean? (Campers will have a wide 
variety of answers; affirm them for their answers.) Who has a vocation? (Everyone. Many 
campers will think it means a job and might suggest that only those with jobs have a 
vocation. Challenge campers to broaden this assumption to include all the roles they 
play.) 
Some people think that vocation is what we want to be when we grow up, as was shared 
in the mixer. However, vocation is so much more. Vocation extends to all people, as God 
calls us. Have campers write their names on the chart paper, claiming that they, too, have 
a vocation.  
• Who gives us our vocation? (God calls us.) 
• Why do you think God calls us and gives us a vocation?  
Love is embedded in our creation. Read Genesis 2:7. Love comes to us through Christ’s 
death on the cross. Read John 3:16. God’s love continues as God calls us to love one 
another. Read John 13:34-35. Out of this love comes our calling.  
Love is the basis to our calling or our vocation. We are called to be loved. Out of that 
love, we are called to live lives of gratitude, faith, love, and sharing.  
 
Closing prayer 
Materials: Paper, pencils, hat. 
Have each camper write his or her name on a piece of paper and put it into a hat. Explain 
to the campers that throughout the week they are going to have prayer partners. 
Randomly, they will draw someone’s name out of the hat. This will be her or his secret 
prayer partner for the week. Encourage them to pray for the person during daily Bible 
study and throughout the week.  
After drawing names, close in a “popcorn prayer,” inviting campers to call out prayer 
petitions. When everyone who wishes to has shared a petition, close with “Amen.” 
 
 
Daily Watch 
Make sure each camper has a journal for “Daily Watch.” Each daily devotional will 
consist of an activity, scripture reading, and brief discussion, as well as a reflection 
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question for campers to journal about and consider on their own. The reflection question 
is closely tied to the focus question for the day. These devotions can be used at the start 
of the day as an introduction to the daily theme, or at the close of the day to review the 
theme. 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Have campers get into pairs and find a private and comfortable location to talk. 
Challenge campers to think of the worst day they ever had and share a synopsis of that 
bad day with their partner. Explain to campers that whatever is said in the group stays in 
the group. After all campers have had time to share, invite the group back together again. 
Ask a volunteer or two to read Isaiah 53.  
• What does this text talk about? (It describes a suffering servant who restores all 

people to God. Many people say that it foretells the life and death of Jesus Christ. 
Look at Matthew 8:17 and 1 Peter 2:24-25.) 

• If you could describe Christ’s death on the cross in one word, what word would you 
use? (Answers will vary.) 

• In the midst of the bad days, like those you shared with your partners, what can we 
have confidence in because of Christ’s death on the cross? (Christ took our suffering 
and sins to the cross and offers us unconditional love.) 

Jesus suffered on the cross, and suffered for humanity. Though the suffering is an 
important part of the message of the crucifixion, this suffering is a result of God’s love 
for humanity. God’s love is unconditional and unending. Even on days when we feel that 
nothing is going our way, we can be confident that God is there, loving us without end. 
Allow campers to find a quiet, comfortable spot where they can go daily to go to God in 
prayer and conversation. Explain that at first they may find going off by themselves to 
journal awkward. However, as the week progresses, they may find they will look forward 
to the alone time to journal. Tell the campers that the journal is for their eyes only, and 
that they can feel free to draw, write, and pray to God in their journals. They will be 
given a focus question, but can take this time to be with God as they see fit.  
Journal question for “Called to Be Loved”: How do I know that God loves me 
unconditionally? In what concrete ways can I experience this love? 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
For this devotion, hand out watercolors, water, brushes, and a large piece of paper to each 
camper. Invite campers to find a private place on camp land and make a painting of 
God’s blessings. Instruct campers to return to the group at a certain signal. Give campers 
10 minutes to make their paintings of God’s blessings.  
Though their paintings will still be wet, encourage campers to share their creations. Note 
the different blessings campers have painted. Some might have painted the landscape, 
while others painted people or buildings. Talk with campers about the wide variety of 
blessings that God has provided.  
Read Psalm 150. God calls us to turn to God in gratitude and give praise for all of the 
blessings we have been given. This scripture is a psalm of praise and thanksgiving, giving 
thanks to God for all of God’s goodness. 
Journal question for “Called to Gratitude”: How have I responded in praise and 
thanks to God’s goodness in the past, and how can I in the future? 
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Day 3: Called to Faith 
Before this activity, prepare to teach the campers something about the environment 
around you. For example, you might learn about the leaves on the trees in your area and 
be able to share some facts or tell a story about them. If you have had a forest fire in the 
area, you might be able to show the area that was destroyed and the new life that was 
created, teaching about the cycle of forest life. Whatever exploration you decide to take 
campers on, make sure you are teaching them something. 
Depending on time, you can do the exploration during the daily watch or sometime 
during the day prior to the daily watch study. Tell campers that they are going to go on an 
exploration. Take campers on a walk, and go to a designated place and explore some 
topic, sharing some new information with them. Explore and learn about this topic for 
five to ten minutes.  
During the daily watch, ask campers to think about an exploration: 
• What exploration did we go on?  
• What is an exploration? (Traveling in order to learn and discover something.)  
• If they could go on any exploration in the world, where would they go and why?  
Allow time for campers to talk about where they might go if they could go anywhere on 
an exploration. Likely, the term exploration will be unfamiliar to them, so it might be 
beneficial if you have an example ready to share with the campers. After each camper has 
a chance to share, redirect the conversation to faith lives. 
Explain that faith can be thought of like an exploration. However, it is not an exploration 
that we go on and then it is finished. Rather, a faith life is a constant exploration. In faith, 
a person is constantly learning and finding out new things about God and her or his 
relationship to the creator.  
Read Hebrews 11. Ask campers how the people listed in these scriptures might have been 
on a constant exploration. Give campers time to pray and journal. 
Journal question for “Called to Faith”: What is my faith life like? What questions do I 
have for God?  
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
During a meal prior to this daily watch, do the following activity to prepare for the 
conversation on today’s theme. If you plan to use this devotion in the morning, do the 
activity during supper the night before, and if you are using it in the evening, do this 
activity sometime during Day 4. 
For this activity, you will need blindfolds. Have campers sit around the dinner table and 
hang their arms at their sides. With the blindfolds, tie each camper’s wrists to those of the 
people on either side. The whole circle should have their wrists tied together. Now, 
blindfold one or two campers in the group (choose these campers wisely—be sure they 
can handle this experience). Explain to campers that they are going to eat this way. They 
have to get their food (whether the service is family style or buffet style), eat, and clean 
up while being tied together. As campers attempt to go about their meal, watch to make 
sure they are assisting each other, especially those who are blindfolded.  
Afterward, untie everyone and take off the blindfolds. Debrief the activity during the 
devotional time. Ask campers what they thought of the mealtime activity. What was hard 
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about it? What was easy? Were things awkward? Was it embarrassing? Allow campers to 
process and share the feelings and their total experience. 
Read Ephesians 4:1-6. Discuss: 
• What does this scripture passage say about our calling? (Be patient, gentle, treat one 

another in love, be humble, there is one body.) 
• How did you act in these ways during the mealtime activity? When were you patient? 

When were you gentle? How did you work as one body?  
• When and how did you act in love?  
God calls us to take the unending love and share it with others. Though you might have 
felt forced to share and work together in love during this activity, this is what God calls 
us to do. In this activity, you had to look out for others; that is what sharing God’s love is 
all about. You had to be humble, gentle, and patient, and these qualities are a reflection of 
God’s love. 
Journal question for “Called to Love”: How well do I respond to the call to love—my 
friends, my family, my enemies? What am I called to do?  
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Ask campers to consider what they would do if they suddenly found out that they had 20 
extra dollars in their canteen account (or cash). Explain that this would be considered an 
excess of resources—money that was not planned and accounted for. It is simply extra 
cash. What would they do with the money? After each camper has had an opportunity to 
share, ask: 
• What would God call us to do if we suddenly had excess? (Share with those in need.) 
• Why is this so hard to do sometimes? (Worldly desires, materialism, self-serving 

attitude, we are all human.) 
Read Matthew 25:35-40. Ask campers to consider who might be a stranger in need of 
shelter, a person in need of food or drink, or a person who is sick and in need of care. 
How have the campers served these people? How can they commit to serve and share? 
God calls us to lives of stewardship, sharing God’s love and our provisions.  
Journal question for “Called to Share”: What is harder: sharing God’s love with 
someone or sharing “my share” of the world’s resources? 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Focus question 
What is our primary calling, the foundational factor of our existence? 
 
Theme statement 
The starting point in the Christian walk is that we are loved unconditionally. God’s love, 
through the cross, floods our world; it is a love that is not earned, a free gift that that is 
abundant in Christ Jesus. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders:  
• realize that God’s love is a gift that is both abundant and unconditional. 
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• experience through Scripture that God’s love surpasses all—including worldly 
boundaries and values. 

• accept that this love is not earned, but is the foundation of our being, our original 
calling. 

 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, Luther’s Small Catechism, paper, pencils, one-quarter of an antacid tablet,  
1⁄2 cup (125 ml) carbonated lemon-lime soda, cross, tacks. 
 
Gathered 
Use one or two of the following activities to start conversation about today’s theme, 
“Called to Be Loved.” 
 
Spew 
During this activity campers will have some fun while learning that God’s love is 
unconditional, abundant, and overflowing. It is important to do this with care, and to try it 
prior to leading the activity with campers.  
Ask campers for a volunteer. Give the volunteer one-quarter of an antacid tablet and a 1⁄2 
cup (120 ml) carbonated lemon-lime soda. Explain that he or she will put the two items in 
his or her mouth, and the goal is to keep it in his or her mouth. The combination of the 
tablet and the soda will cause a fizzing reaction, making it virtually impossible to keep 
the mixture in their mouths. If possible, allow other campers to try this task. Afterward, 
debrief: 
• What was it like to try to keep the mixture in your mouth?  
• Was there any way to keep the mixture from going out of your mouth?  
• How might the fizzing of the mixture be like God’s love for us? (God’s love can’t be 

held back; it is unconditional and abundant, just like the mixture “spewing” out of 
our mouths.) 

Share that God’s love is abundant and God’s love will reach us. God’s unconditional love 
is abundant and overflowing. It cannot be contained. God’s love is “spewing out” for 
you, at the foot of the cross. 
 
Abundant love 
Take campers on a nature walk around camp. During this walk, encourage them to take 
note of the ways they see God’s love. When you get to your Bible study location, ask the 
campers to share all the ways that they saw God’s love in nature. Discuss these things 
briefly, noting the way God’s love is present at camp. Afterward, give them additional 
time to note other ways they see and experience God’s love: 
• Where do you see and experience God’s love here at camp? In your homes? 

Communities? World?  
• What makes it hard to recognize God’s love?  
• Where in your life is it difficult to understand this love? 
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• Do these hardships outweigh the love or vice versa? (Though troubles might present 
themselves, God’s love reigns abundant.) 

 
Story line 
Share with the campers that they are going to make up a progressive story about someone 
who is down on luck. This person is not having a good day, and certainly is not feeling 
the love. As the campers tell the story, they will toss an object (such as a pinecone or 
ball) from the person talking to someone else in the group. The person who receives the 
object can add to the story.  
Start the story by saying, “(Insert a name such as Hannah or Matt) got up late for school 
and…” and toss the object to someone in the group. Allow the story to progress, line by 
line, according to the campers’ imagination. After they have wrapped up the story, allow 
time for discussion: 
• What crazy things were part of this person’s bad day?  
• Can you identify with this person—have you ever had a day like we just created?  
• If this were a true story, how might this person have felt at the core? Have you ever 

felt that way?  
Read Isaiah 49:14-16a. 
As Christians, what is the truth that we can hold on to when we have a day like this? (At 
times in life we may feel like we have been forsaken and forgotten, yet we know that God 
has inscribed us on the palms of God’s hands, as it says in this text.)  
 
Called 
Silent movie 
During this activity, campers will more deeply explore the scripture passage for the day, 
focusing on the grandness of God’s amazing love. Have campers get their Bibles and 
form three smaller groups. Give each group a particular part of scripture—Luke 15:11-
13; Luke 15:14-19; or Luke 15:20-24. Explain that each group is to read its scripture 
passage and create a “silent movie” based on it. (As an alternative, campers can perform 
a slide show instead, with each group creating a “freeze-frame” snapshot of the main 
point of its scripture passage.) Give the groups five to ten minutes to adequately prepare 
to portray the scripture passage. Gather the groups and have them act out the scripture 
while a narrator is reading the passage.  
Read the verses again. This time, ask campers to choose a character to identify with 
during the reading—father, younger son, hired hands, Jesus. After the reading, invite 
campers to share insights from the perspective of the various characters: 
• Younger son: Why did you want to leave home? What did you hope to find in the 

world that you didn’t have at home? 
• Father: How did you feel when your son asked for his inheritance and left home? 

Why did you allow him to do it? What would have happened if you had refused? 
• Younger son: What made you decide to come home? (When he saw that the pigs were 

eating better than he was, he realized he had nothing left. Working with hogs was a 
despicable job and he decided to try to gain a job with his father as a hired hand.) 

• Younger son: How did you feel when you saw your father again? 
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• Hired hands: What did you think would happen when you saw the younger son come 
home? What did you hope would happen?  

• Father: What were you feeling when you recognized your son? Why did you throw 
the party? 

• Jesus: Why did you tell this story? What is your message? (The father’s love was 
unconditional for the son. In the same way, God’s love extends to all God’s people.) 

Share some of the background of this text. During Jesus’ time, lots of different religious 
leaders were criticizing Jesus for hanging out with the sinners and befriending the tax 
collectors. Jesus shares this parable, along with the parables of the lost sheep and the lost 
coin, in order to give the message that those who are lost can be found, and that God’s 
love certainly extends to those who are seemingly “lost.” 
• In what ways are we “lost” like the younger son? (Regardless of how hard we may 

try, we sin.) 
• Do you find it hard to believe that God’s love is unconditional, that God loves us 

regardless of our words and ways? Why? 
• How is this love different from the love you might experience with your family and 

friends? (The love of family and friends sometimes has conditions, like “if I act or 
dress a certain way, I will be accepted.” God’s love extends to us regardless of our 
ways, words, or looks). 

Our primary calling—the foundation of our existence—is to be loved. God’s love is 
unconditional, just as the father’s love was for his son. Read Romans 5:6-8. The ultimate 
sharing of God’s love happened on the cross. God, made flesh in Jesus Christ, was given 
as the ultimate sacrifice. As it says in the scripture, Christ died for the ungodly, Christ 
died for us, while we were still sinners.  
 
Nothing! 
During this activity, campers will experience the fact that nothing can separate us from 
the love of God. Have each camper find a small rock (or other small object from nature) 
and put it on the back of her or his hand. Then have all stand up and put their other hands 
behind their backs. The goal is to knock another person’s rock off without losing your 
own. Ultimately, the campers are aiming to separate other campers from their rocks while 
not being separated from their own rocks. Once a rock has been knocked off, that person 
must sit down and no longer play. The last person standing with the rock still on his or 
her hand is the winner. Discuss: 
• What was hard about trying to make sure you didn’t become separated from your 

rock?  
• How did you protect your rock? 
• How did you work to knock others’ rocks of their hands? What was your strategy? 
• How many of you accidentally knocked the rock off yourself?  
Sometimes it feels like there are a million different things that can separate us from 
God’s love. Sometimes it feels like other people or outside influences try to separate us 
from God’s love, and other times it is things we do ourselves. However, we are told in 
Scripture that nothing can separate us from God’s love. God will not stop loving us. 
• What kinds of things in this world attempt to draw us away from God’s love?  
• When we sin, does it sometimes feel like we are being separated from God’s love?  
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Read Romans 8:31-39. What is the reality of God’s love? (Unlike the rock, nothing can 
separate us from God’s love.)  
Explain that because of God’s love, we strive to live a life worthy of that love, a life 
honoring and serving God. However, the reality is that we are all sinners. Every day we 
sin and are reminded of how much we need God’s love and grace. Despite our sinful 
ways, God’s love is never-ending; God is always there, offering unconditional love. 
There are still consequences for our sinful ways; however, in the end, God’s love is 
constant. 
 
Sent 
Created in love 
This activity will encourage campers to reflect on the fact that they were created in love 
and created to be loved. Bring campers to an area in camp that has water, sand, or dirt. 
Give campers time to play in to create something from their imaginations. While they are 
creating, ask them to recall a story of something they personally created that was special 
to them. Allow campers to share their stories. During this conversation, bring up the 
creation of the beautiful outdoors, of our families and communities, and the creation of 
humankind. Discuss how God created the sky, land, water, animals, and humankind.  
• What is the common link in all of these creations? (God, love.) 
Explain that humankind was created from dust from the ground, and created ultimately in 
love. Often, we wonder what our purpose is on this earth. Our first calling and purpose is 
to be loved. We have been created in the image of God, and with unconditional love.  
Have campers get in pairs and mix the sand or dirt with water to make a pasty mixture. 
Have campers make the sign of the cross on their partner’s hand or forehead, reminding 
the partner that he or she was created in God’s image, to be loved.  
Optional: Read Psalm 139:13-18 or a creation account from Genesis 1 or 2.  
 
Catechism connection 
In church on Sundays, and perhaps at other times in your faith journey, you might have 
said the Apostles’ Creed.  
• What is the Apostles’ Creed? (A statement of our Christian faith.) 
• What is the first line of the Apostles’ Creed? (I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth.) 
Give campers five minutes to find something in nature that symbolizes this first line of 
the Apostles’ Creed. Then gather campers together and allow time to share the objects. (If 
the object cannot be brought to the group, bring the group to the object.) 
• Why did you pick your object?  
• How does it represent for you the first line of the creed?  
Martin Luther writes in the Small Catechism some explanations for the different parts of 
the Apostles’ Creed. Have campers open and read the explanation to the first article of 
the Apostles’ Creed.  
• What does it say that we believe God created? (Body, soul, eyes, ears, all limbs and 

senses, mind, abilities.) 
• What does it say that God continues to do? (Provides clothing, shoes, drink, food, 

house, home, family, land, livestock, all I need; protects, guards, and defends.) 
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• Why does it say that God does this? (Not because it is earned or deserved, but 
because God is good and merciful.) 

• Why do you think God does so much for us? (Because God loves us.)  
 
Closing prayer 
For the daily closing prayer activity, each camper group must have its own cross. Each 
group may make a cross, or you may provide a cross for each group.  
Explain that Paul wrote many letters while in prison to communities about God and the 
Christian life. One of these was the letter to the community of Ephesus, in which he 
writes his prayer for the Ephesians. Read Ephesians 3:16-21. 
Paul prays that the people of Ephesus will grasp how wide, deep, and long the love of 
God is, and that they will be filled by this love. The same prayer is for us today—that we 
and all of God’s children will be overwhelmed with God’s love. 
Have campers pray for their prayer partners (as established during “First Night”). Hand 
out slips of paper and instruct campers to pray for their prayer partners to be filled with 
God’s love, with whatever words they choose. There are no “rules” for this prayer; just 
encourage the campers to write down whatever type of prayer they wish. Then, when all 
are finished, they can tack their prayers to the cross—face up, face down, or folded. Keep 
this cross either in the cabin or a public place to remind campers of their prayers of love 
this week.  
Close in a group prayer, thanking God for the free gift of love—Christ’s death on the 
cross. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Focus question 
How can we respond in gratitude to this free gift of love?  
 
Theme statement 
From this gift of love we are called to thank and praise God and live a life of gratitude. 
To live this calling of gratitude is against the grain of society. God’s provision is enough 
in a world that promotes excess and wanting more. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders:  
• realize their callings to lives of gratitude. 
• compare this calling of gratitude to the ways of the world, which call for more.  
• accept that living a life of gratitude is against the grain of society. 
 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, magazines or newspapers, chart paper, markers, paper, Bible, Luther’s Small 
Catechism, colored strips of cloth. 
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Gathered 
Use one or two of the following activities to start conversation about today’s theme, 
“Called to Gratitude.” 
 
Best gift 
This activity will allow campers to think about the best gift they’ve ever received: the gift 
of God’s love and their responses to that love. Have campers sit down in a circle. Ask 
campers to take a few moments to think of the best gifts they have ever received—a 
birthday gift, Christmas gift, gift for no reason, and so on. Go around the circle and give 
campers time to share their stories and describe the gifts that they received: 
• Do you remember your gut reaction when you received the gift? What did you think?  
• After your gut reaction, how did you respond to the giver of the gift? (Campers will 

likely say that they said thank you or wrote a note to the giver.) 
• What are some ways you have expressed your thanks for someone or something?  
Yesterday, we spoke about a great gift that we were given, the foundational reason for 
our existence: to be loved by God. In response, God calls us to a life of gratitude. 
• What gifts has God given us? (Family, friends, love, shelter, nature, and more.) 
• What is gratitude? (Giving and living a life of thanks. If desired, look up and share a 

dictionary definition as well.) 
• How do we show gratitude to God?  
Read Psalm 100. Then discuss: 
• What does this say about the gifts that God has given us? (God made us and we are 

his; his love and faithfulness endure through all generations.) 
• How does it call us to respond? (By making a joyful noise and praising God.) 
 
First things first 
This activity will help campers understand the concept of gratitude being the first thing 
that comes to mind in response to God’s love. Tell campers that they are to “spit out” the 
first word that comes to mind when another word is presented to them. Have campers sit 
in a circle. Going around the circle, give a different word to each camper, allowing each 
person to respond quickly with the first word that comes to mind. You can present any 
words—yellow, song, tree, pop, sports, movie, table, lake, chair, friend, car, and so on. 
Have enough words ready to go around the group a couple of times. After two rounds, 
stop and tell the campers that you will now say one word and all the campers can respond 
together with the first thing that comes to their minds. Say, “God’s love.” Discuss their 
gut responses. Then ask, “Rather than thinking of the first thing that comes to mind, how 
would you say that you respond to God’s love?” (Campers may struggle with this 
question a bit. Allow them to struggle. Accept a variety of answers.) 
God calls us to put first things first. We are called to respond with gratitude to the 
gracious gift and blessings of God’s love. In our Bible lesson today, we will see that 
Jesus puts first things first, and upon receipt of a gift, praises and thanks God.  
If you haven’t already read Psalm 100, read it now. Then discuss: 
• What does this say about the gifts that God has given us?  
• How does it call us to respond? (By making a joyful noise and praising God.) 
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Advertisements 
This activity will get campers thinking about advertisements and worldly wants in 
comparison to the gifts that God has already provided. Hand out to campers some old 
magazines and newspapers. In order to make this activity more meaningful for your 
campers, pick magazines that they might be interested in, yet be cautious of the content 
of the magazine. Have campers go through and pick out a few advertisements to share 
with the group. Once they have gathered their advertisements, have campers pick one of 
their ads and respond to these questions: 
• What is your advertisement for?  
• Is it for something you need or something you might want?  
• How does the advertisement make you feel?  
Share that advertisements and commercials sometimes make us feel like we need 
something to live or to be valued. In reality, many of the things that are in magazine or 
television advertisements are not things that we actually need. God has provided us with 
the basics we need for living, starting with the love of God, given through Christ’s death 
on the cross. 
Give the campers a large piece of chart paper and markers and encourage them to create 
an advertisement, showing all the gifts that God has given to us. Give them five to ten 
minutes to create their ad, and then allow them to talk about the advertisement. If 
necessary, form two smaller groups to create the advertisement to encourage 
participation.  
After taking some time to discuss the advertisement, ask the group to consider what their 
responses can be to God’s love and provision. God calls us not only by loving us, but 
calls us to gratitude—to thank God and be at peace with what God has already provided. 
 
Called 
News flash: Jesus feeds 5,000 
This activity will encourage campers to place themselves in the story of Jesus feeding the 
5,000 as found in John 6:1-15. Form two groups. Explain that each group should assign 
one person the role of reporter, and the other members of the group can choose various 
roles of the story of John 6:1-15: Jesus, disciples, Philip, Andrew, crowd members. Each 
group is to put together a news report, showing the reporter interviewing various 
members of the story. Give the groups 15 minutes or so to read the story, gather a list of 
questions, and prepare a news flash. 
After the groups have had enough time to prepare the news shows, bring everyone 
together and have each group present its show. Take note of the various roles played, and 
after each group has had a chance to share, discuss the following questions.  
• What do you think Jesus was doing when he asked Philip, “Where should we buy 

bread for all these people to eat?” (In the scripture it says Jesus was simply testing 
Philip—Jesus already knew what he planned to do.) 

• What was Philip’s response? (Six months’ wages wouldn’t be enough!) 
• How would have you felt if you were Philip? 
• Who pointed out the boy with the fish? (Andrew.) What did he say about the amount 

of food the boy had? (Suggested it might not go very far to feed so many people.) 
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• What did Jesus do? (Had the people sit down, took the bread and gave thanks, and 
fed the people.) 

• After receiving the gift of bread, what did Jesus do immediately? (Gave thanks.) 
• If you had seen Jesus instruct the crowd to sit down, thank God for the bread, and 

feed the people, what would have been going through your head?  
• What was left over? (Twelve baskets of bread.) 
Share with campers that you want to focus on what Jesus did first. Jesus put first things 
first, and thanked and praised God for the provision of food. The food that was thankfully 
received by Jesus was enough to feed the crowd. In our own lives, it is sometimes hard to 
believe that God will provide. However, sometimes we need to sit back, take a survey of 
our surroundings and blessings, and praise God for God’s goodness. 
 
Clothing exchange 
This activity will allow campers to consider the way they “clothe” themselves daily. Ask 
campers to decide which of their clothes represent who they are and what is important to 
them. Encourage them to consider clothes they wear to school, recreational clothing, 
uniforms, and so on. Give them a few minutes to think and then have each camper 
describe the outfit: 
• In your picture, how did you clothe yourself?  
Have a camper read Colossians 3:12-17. Ask another camper to read it again, 
encouraging campers to focus on what the scripture is calling them to clothe themselves 
with.  
• What does this scripture tell you to clothe yourself with? (Compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, patience, forgiveness, love, peace, gratitude.) 
Reread Colossians 3:15-17 again, asking campers to count the number of times the 
scripture suggests that a person thank God.  
• How many times did it mention to offer or act in gratitude to God? (Three—one each 

verse.) 
• Why do you suppose it says it so many times?  
God calls all of us to be grateful. Giving thanks is a way of focusing on the goodness that 
God has provided, rather than obsessing about what we imagine to be lacking. Giving 
thanks is a way of living our calling and responding to God’s unending love. 
 
Sent 
Slogan burst 
This activity will encourage campers to think about the roles commercials and 
advertisements play in our lives, and the role that gratitude can play in curbing the hunger 
for material goods.  
Form three groups. Allow five minutes for each group to brainstorm a list of as many 
slogans as they can think of—whether it be for shoes, soda, clothing, or other things. To 
get their brains turning, give some examples: Nike—Just do it; Snickers—Really 
satisfies. After a few minutes of brainstorming, tell the campers that they are going to use 
the lists they just created to play a round of Slogan Burst. The object of the game is to 
share a new slogan every time, and to be the last team with a slogan that hasn’t been used 
already. You will draw to decide which group will start. The team that starts shares a 
slogan, and then the second team shares a different one, and then the third team. Then it’s 
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back to the first team. When a team has run out of new slogans, they are “out.” The other 
teams keep playing until you get to the last team standing. After the game, discuss: 
• What is the purpose of slogans, commercials, and advertisements? (To sell 

something; convince consumers that they “need” something; draw attention to 
something consumers don’t have.) 

• Do you think advertisements actually work? Why or why not? Allow time for 
campers to debate this. (Some campers might be tempted to say that advertisements 
don’t work or mean anything. Challenge them further: Ask why they prefer brand-
name items to generic [which aren’t advertised], or ask what clothing brands are 
most popular [and then ask why those brands are the most popular].) 

• If there weren’t any advertisements in this world, do you think you would still have 
enough?  

Advertisements draw attention to the things we do not own. Advertisers want you to 
think that you do not have enough. However, God has already provided you with the 
essentials for life. God calls us to gratitude. Gratitude means thanking God for all that 
God has already provided, while being content with what we have. It is about seeing the 
goodness in creation. 
Some campers might wonder: If God provides, why then are people starving in this 
world? There is enough food produced for everyone in the world to have an adequate 
supply. Talk about the allocation and distribution of the world’s resources, about greed, 
and about the difference in “quality of life” across the globe. It is true that there is enough 
to meet everyone’s need, but not everyone’s greed. God has indeed provided enough, yet 
our worldly ways have thrown the distribution cycle out of whack. Have campers point 
out specific ways in which the distribution has become lopsided. Campers will discuss 
this further during the Day 5 Bible study. 
 
Catechism connection 
This activity will connect the Second Petition of the Lord’s prayer, “thy kingdom come,” 
with today’s theme, “Called to Gratitude.” Have campers look up Matthew 6:9-13 and 
ask a volunteer to read it aloud. Take some time to consider the Second Petition and  
read the explanation from Luther’s Small Catechism. 
Have campers go off alone and pray the Second Petition, “thy kingdom come.” Give 
them time to simply be in communion with God, praying that God’s kingdom come. 
Gather campers for conversation.  
• What does it mean when we pray “thy kingdom come”? (We pray that God’s will of 

love and grace would be done both on earth and eternally.) 
• When we think about the advertisements, commercials, and other wants that we might 

have, what does the line “thy kingdom come” mean? (That the ultimate message of 
the advertisements would be about grace, love, and thanksgiving instead of want, 
emptiness, and materialism.) 

• When we consider our neighbors in developing countries, what does the line mean? 
(That greed doesn’t overcome or swallow up anyone’s need.) 

• In the face of injustice, fighting, war, and famine, what does it mean? (Perhaps that 
justice, peace, and nourishment would reign abundant.)  

When we pray the phrase “thy kingdom come,” we pray that:  
• the kingdom of God would come here on earth.  
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• the ways of the world would diminish, and the ways of God’s kingdom would reign.  
• grace, love, and thanksgiving would be on the forefront of our hearts and minds, that 

we would live a godly life, today and always, into eternity. 
 
Closing prayer 
Explain that to end the session today, we are going to read another of Paul’s letters that 
he wrote from prison. This one is the letter to the Philippians. The primary purpose of this 
letter was to thank the people of Philippi for the gift they sent him, but also to encourage 
them to come to God in prayer in thanks and praise. Read Philippians 4:4-7. 
Hand out colored strips of cloth. Give time for the campers to creatively pray a prayer of 
thanks and praise in honor of their prayer partners (assigned during the “First Night” 
activity). Allow campers to develop a prayer for their partners with the cloth by cutting a 
shape out of the cloth, knotting the cloth, or using markers to draw or write a prayer of 
thanks. Allow campers to tack their cloths to the cross with the prayers of love from Day 
1.  
Close in a group prayer, giving praise and thanks to God for God’s provision. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Focus question 
What is faith?  
 
Theme statement 
God, who loves us unconditionally, also calls us to respond with faith. Faith is both a gift 
from God and a response, an affirmation of the goodness and faithfulness of God. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders:  
• define faith. 
• understand that faith is both communal and personal. 
• participate in different practices that may help deepen their faith walks. 
 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Materials 
Blindfolds, Bibles, paper, pencils, pocket dictionary, Luther’s Small Catechism, hat (or 
basket or box), square pieces of cloth, string, Prayer Rock poem (see page 147).  
 
Gathered 
Use one or two of the following activities to start conversation about today’s theme, 
“Called to Faith.” 
 
Step of faith 
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This activity will allow campers to begin to consider what it is like to not only trust but to 
have faith in someone. Have the campers find partners. Before beginning this activity, 
explain that the sighted partner will need to look out for the safety of the blindfolded 
partner. Hand out blindfolds, one to each pair. With one partner blindfolded, have the 
sighted partner lead the other around camp. Depending on the age and maturity of your 
campers, they can lead by voice alone or by hand-holding. They can lead their partners 
around trees, under and over various obstacles. Allow the sighted partner to lead the 
blindfolded partner around for three to five minutes. Switch roles. When finished, come 
back together and discuss: 
• How did you feel when you were blindfolded, even before you began walking around 

the obstacle course?  
• When you began moving, what thoughts were running through your head?  
• When blindfolded, was it hard to trust your partner? Why or why not?  
• What made your trust increase or decrease during this activity?  
• How did it feel to be the sighted partner? What were your responsibilities? (The 

primary responsibility was to look out for the safety of the blindfolded partner.) 
• What is trust? (Accept definitions.) 
• What is faith? (Accept definitions.) 
Share that in our Bible lesson today, a blind man takes a step of trust and faith and calls 
out to Jesus. Just as we took some baby steps of trust and faith in our sighted partners, we 
are called to take these steps of faith in our relationships with Jesus.  
 
Fall of faith 
This activity will get campers thinking about trust and faith. Please make sure campers 
are mature and understand the responsibility of participating in a trust fall. Have pairs of 
campers and leaders stand across from each other, grabbing each other at the elbows 
while lining up at the end of the picnic table or trust-fall platform. Have a camper stand 
on the table or platform with his or her back to the group, arms crossed on the chest. 
Instruct the camper to fall backward, keeping his or her body fairly stiff. Give every 
camper a chance to fall into the spotters’ arms, if desired. After the activity, discuss the  
experience.  
• What did it feel like to be a spotter on the ground, catching the faller?  
• What did it feel like to fall?  
• Was it hard to trust people?  
• What is trust? (Accept definitions.) 
• What is faith? (Accept definitions.) 
God calls us not only to be loved and to a life of gratitude, but also to a life of faith. Faith 
is a gift and calling from God, but at the same time, is a positive response to God’s 
faithfulness and goodness. 
 
World is round? 
During this activity, the counselor will role-play in order to get the campers thinking 
about faith and belief. Have campers sit down and allow them to get comfortable. Start 
by sharing with them that you have a problem. Your problem is with the idea that the 
world is round. Tell the campers that you have never seen the world from a distance, have 
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never been in space looking down, but yet people try to get you to believe that the world 
is round. You’ve met people who claim that the world is round, but how are you to 
believe them? After all, you have never seen it with your own two eyes, and maps are 
flat! Ask campers to prove to you that the world is actually round: 
• Do you believe that the world is round? Why or why not? 
• What proof do you have that the world is round? 
Even though we might never have actually seen from a space shuttle with our own eyes 
that the world is round, we believe and have faith that it actually is. There are other things 
that we might believe, though we might not have hard proof.  
• How do you know that the adults in your home love you? What proof do you have?  
• How do you know that God loves you?  
• How do you know that God exists?  
Sometimes it seems that we have to have proof for our belief or faith in something. 
Though we have never physically seen God, we can point out the many ways that God 
exists in our world as our proof. Having faith means to believe in God and a have a 
trusting acceptance of God’s will.  
 
Called 
A letter from Bartimaeus 
Before reading today’s scripture lesson, explain to the campers that the story happens in 
Jericho. Outside of the city gates, beggars often congregated to plead for help from those 
who were entering the city. During this time, some beggars wore cloaks. It was as if the 
beggar had a certificate that said, “I am disabled, and am in need of assistance.” One such 
beggar was a blind man named Bartimaeus. This is a story about Bartimaeus.  
Have campers look up Mark 10:46-52. Have a volunteer read the lesson. Ask another 
camper to read this lesson again; this time have campers put themselves in the place of 
Bartimaeus, identifying with his character. Discuss the story: 
• What did people who were poor or disabled do in Jesus’ day to receive money? 

(Begged for it.)  
• What did Bartimaeus say to Jesus to get his attention? (He called out, “Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!”) 
• If you were Bartimaeus, what would you have done to get Jesus’ attention? Would 

you have wanted Jesus’ attention when you heard that Jesus was there?  
• How did the crowds react to Bartimaeus? (They told him to stop crying out to Jesus. 

Later, they told him that Jesus was calling him.) 
• How would have you reacted to a beggar calling out Jesus’ name? If you saw a 

beggar today, calling out and trying to get someone’s attention, how might you react?  
• After Jesus called Bartimaeus, what did Bartimaeus do? Why is this significant? (He 

threw his cloak aside and went to Jesus. Throwing his cloak aside was significant 
because the cloak was a symbol of society saying that Bartimaeus needed assistance. 
By getting rid of it, Bartimaeus was saying that Jesus was all he needed.) 

• What did Jesus ask Bartimaeus in verse 51? (“What do you want me to do for you?”) 
If Jesus asked you this question, what would your answer be? What was Bartimaeus’s 
answer? (“My teacher, let me see again.”) 

• Why did Jesus heal Bartimaeus? (Because of Bartimaeus’s faith.) 
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• What did Bartimaeus do after he was healed? (Followed Jesus.) 
Hand out paper to the campers. Have them form pairs and pretend they are Bartimaeus. 
As Bartimaeus, each pair needs to write a letter to a close friend, explaining what 
happened to them. In the letter, they can share not only the story of the healing, but also 
Bartimaeus’s emotions, thoughts, and feelings. Give the pairs 10 minutes to write their 
letters, then have everyone come back together and share what they wrote.  
Share that Bartimaeus’s name means “child of honor.” In The Gospel of Mark, we find a 
beggar, someone who lives on the streets and begs for his next bite to eat as the “child of 
honor” and, even more, a model of faith. As he called Bartimaeus, Jesus also calls us to 
step out in faith, trust God’s faithfulness, and follow the way of Jesus. 
 
Bleeding woman 
Share some background information on the text in order to set the campers up for the 
story. Jesus is on his way to a man’s house whose daughter is dying. En route, they 
encounter a large crowd following Jesus and trying to see him. In this crowd, there is a 
woman of strong faith, a woman who reaches out to touch Jesus. This woman has a 
disease that causes her to bleed chronically. This woman is an outcast because anyone 
who comes in contact with blood is considered unclean. 
Have campers look up Mark 5:24b-34. Ask a volunteer to read it aloud. Form groups of 
four and instruct each group to come up with a modern-day version of the Bible story. 
Give the groups 10 minutes to create skits that mimic the message of the story of the 
bleeding woman. Once campers have created their skits, have them share with each other.  
• In the Bible story, what were the woman’s problems? (She was an outcast; she had a 

bleeding disease; she likely had a low self-esteem.) 
• In your modernized skits, what were the problems of the person who played the part 

of the woman? How would you feel if you were in that situation? 
• What do you think made the woman touch the cloak of Jesus? (She believed she could 

be healed. See verse 28.) What was it that actually healed her? (Her faith.) 
• In the midst of the devastation and hardship of the woman, do you think you would 

have reached out in faith and trust in the healing power of Jesus? 
• When have you been “down on your luck”? During those times, was it easy or hard to 

trust in God?  
• What, for you, is the most important lesson of the story of the woman? 
 
Sent 
Dictionary 
During this game, campers will define faith in their own words. Hand out pieces of paper. 
Explain to campers that you will present words to the group, and each camper’s task is to 
write a definition for each word that sounds like it would be the actual dictionary 
definition, then at the end, turn the papers in to you. You write out the actual definition 
for each word from the dictionary, and add it to the campers’ definitions.  
Start with a few random words, such as table, camp, or stapler to get the group warmed 
up. After five minutes of playing, add the words belief, trust, and faith. 
Then, for each word, read all of the definitions randomly. Each camper chooses a 
definition that she or he thinks is the real one. If it is the correct definition, the camper 
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gets a point. If someone chooses another campers’ definition, that camper gets two 
points. The goal is to bank as many points as possible.  
After revealing all the correct definitions and totaling points, discuss the activity: 
• What is faith? (Faith is believing in something or someone; faith is often a belief even 

though there might not be material proof. Accept a wide variety of answers.) 
• Is faith something that is personal or communal? (Faith is both. There are things in 

our faith that increase our faith walk individually, such as prayer and self-study, but 
we are also called to be part of a faith community—see Matthew 18:20—and within 
that faith community our relationships with God and each other are strengthened.) 

• What’s easy about having faith?  
• What’s hard about faith?  
Hand out new slips of paper. Allow campers to write down any questions they might 
have about faith, then put the slips into a hat, basket, or box. It is likely that junior high 
campers will have a number of questions about faith. Take out slips of paper one at a 
time, read the question on it out loud, and lead a discussion about it. Make sure that you 
allow enough time to get through all of the questions. If you run out of time, allow time 
during evening devotions to finish the questions. Close by reading Hebrews 11:1.  
 
Catechism connection 
Have campers open to the daily prayers section in Luther’s Small Catechism. Have the 
campers read aloud the instructions for morning and evening prayer. Discuss Luther’s 
thoughts. 
• What does it say we should do in the morning? (Bless ourselves with the cross; say 

the creed and the Lord’s Prayer and, if desired, an additional prayer before going 
about the day with joy.) 

• What does it say about our evenings? (Again, you should bless yourself with the 
cross; say the creed and the Lord’s Prayer and, if desired, an additional prayer 
before going to bed cheerfully.) 

• How many of you actually do what it says in the Small Catechism? Do you have any 
devotion traditions? (It would be rare to find a camper who prays exactly like Luther 
describes. Many campers might share that they pray before bed or when they rise, 
while others may not.) 

• Why do you think Luther found it important to write instructions for morning and 
evening prayer? (So that people would come to God in conversation daily, and grow 
in their faith.) 

• How does your faith relate to prayer? 
Instruct campers to go and find a rock, about the size of a golf ball. Hand out the pieces 
of cloth and string. Have campers wrap their rock with the cloth and the string. Ask for a 
volunteer to read the poem below.  
I’m your little prayer rock, this is what I do— 
Put me on your pillow until your day is through; 
Then turn back your covers and climb on into bed— 
Whack! Your prayer rock will hit you in the head! 
So then you will remember all your busy day through—  
To lay down and say your prayers the way you wanted to. 
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When you finish praying, just dump me on the floor— 
I’ll stay here all night long, then give you help once more. 
When you wake in the morning, Clunk! I’ll stub your toe— 
You’ll remember morning prayers, before you get up and go. 
Put me back on your pillow when your bed is made, 
and your clever little prayer rock will continue in your aid. (Author Unknown) 
When you finish reading the poem, hand out copies and have the kids tie the poem onto 
the string on their rocks. Read Romans 12:12.  
 
Closing prayer 
Explain that our faith journeys sometimes may feel like a roller coaster. There are 
times—like when we have had a Bible camp experience or a significant event in our 
churches or communities—that our faith is soaring and feels very strong. There are other 
times when we feel like we are holding fast to the safety bar and trying desperately to 
hold onto our faith lives. Even in these times, when we feel our faith is very weak or 
nonexistent, we can have faith, trusting and knowing that God is there. The faith walk is a 
lifelong journey. 
Allow each camper to choose a piece of string to represent his or her partner’s life and 
faith journey. Have campers independently pray for their prayer partners’ faith and life 
journeys. Afterward, talk with campers about how our faith journeys are both individual 
(like the individual pieces of string) and communal (as camp is). Ask campers to share 
how their faith journeys might be individual yet communal. Take the strings from the 
group and tie them together. Place the string on the cross, and close in a prayer, praying 
that we each individually and communally would grow in our relationships with God, 
being intertwined at the cross. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Focus question 
How do I reflect the unconditional love of God?  
 
Theme statement 
We are called to be loved, be thankful, and called to faith because of the unending love of 
God. In response to this love, we are also called to go and share, reflecting God’s 
unconditional love. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders:  
• define love as both a feeling and an action. 
• understand the call to reflect God’s unconditional love. 
• consider ways to share God’s love, with both their enemies and friends. 
 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
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Materials 
Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, antacid tablets, pitcher of water, a cross, craft supplies. 
 
Gathered 
Use one or two of the following activities to start conversation about today’s theme, 
“Called to Love.” 
 
An act of love 
This activity will encourage campers to consider how their actions can be ones of love, as 
we are called to do. Give campers the following scenarios and ask them to share what 
their responses would be if they were in that situation. Allow time for campers to share 
their responses and have conversation about the individual scenario. 
• You are at school and a girl is sitting by herself in the lunchroom. 
• You learn that someone is making fun of you behind your back and gossiping about 

you.  
• You see a person who is probably homeless sitting on the side of the road, asking for 

money. 
• You are a leader of a country that has just been bombed by another country. 
Discuss with campers that our actual responses might change if we found ourselves in the 
situation as described. Regardless of our life circumstances, God calls us to love our 
neighbors, enemies, and friends. In fact, the greatest commandment is that we are to 
love—first God, and then our neighbors. Read Matthew 22:36-39. 
 
Who’s your enemy? 
This activity will get campers thinking about the concept of enemies, and perhaps will 
help them realize that people they consider their “enemies” might not be after all. Start 
the conversation by asking the campers what the word enemy means. After agreeing on 
some words that describe an enemy, ask the campers to share some places in the world 
that are enemies with each other. (For example, North and South Korea, Palestine and 
Israel, the U.S. and Iraq, and others.) Then ask campers to think a little closer to home. 
Who are enemies in their communities? (Campers will have various answers for this, but 
will likely be able to name some.) Finally, ask campers to consider people who are their 
own enemies. There is no need for them to share the names of these people—just ask 
them to think of them. Discuss with the campers: 
• What makes someone an “enemy”?  
• Do you think that the feelings between the two groups are valid, or why do they 

exist? 
• Do you think that misunderstanding or miscommunication plays a role in the creation 

of enemies?  
• Has anyone who has been your “enemy” in the past become a friend?  
• What does Jesus say about our enemies? (Love your enemies, pray for those who 

persecute you.) 
• Consider again the examples of enemies mentioned above. Do you think Jesus would 

make an exception in any of these cases for how we are to behave toward our 
enemies? 
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Called 
Real world 
This activity will allow campers to dive in and experience Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:38-
42. Form groups of three or four. Tell campers that it is their job to brainstorm a scenario, 
one that is typical of their schools or communities, in which someone is trying to get 
revenge. Their task is to come up with two skits. The first skit is to show the person being 
successful in gaining revenge. The outcome of the second skit has to be led by their 
interpretation of Matthew 5:38-42. Give campers 10 minutes to put together their 
scenarios. Allow campers to share.  
Give the campers some history on the text that they read. When we read the text without 
knowing the background, we could interpret the text as saying that Jesus is telling us to 
be beat up and run down. However, in reality, Jesus is encouraging us to use our 
imaginations to come up with a loving response that is not self-harming. After all, why 
would Jesus want people whom he loves so much to harm themselves? 
Explain that in Jesus’ time, the norm was to use the right hand for eating and the left hand 
for personal hygiene. The left hand was considered “taboo,” and using it in interactions 
with others—even to slap them—was considered extremely rude, self-shaming, and 
unacceptable. In the text it says that if someone hits your right cheek, you should give 
that person your left cheek as well. The only way for someone to hit the right cheek was 
with a backhand slap, which was more of a humiliating action than a harming one. (For a 
visual, demonstrate to campers the concept of a backhand slap and a regular open-hand 
slap with both the left and right hands—without slapping of course!) If you hit someone 
with a open-hand slap, then you would be indicating that person was a social equal. 
During Jesus’ time, people higher in social order often backhand slapped others—a 
reminder of social standing. So Jesus is saying, if someone backhand slaps your right 
cheek, you should think outside the box and find a loving answer to the action.  
What are the options? First, you could strike back. However, striking back does not echo 
the love of God, and we are simply doing the same as our enemy. Second, you could give 
in and let the person push you around—which certainly is not loving. Finally, you could 
exercise a third option, an option of acting in love that doesn’t allow the enemy to 
humiliate you. Jesus tells you to turn the other cheek. In Jesus’ time, this meant that the 
person slapping would have to use the left hand to properly administer a backhand slap to 
the left cheek, and that would be publicly shaming himself or herself. If the person used 
his or her right hand to slap you, it would indicate you were an equal. 
Is Jesus really asking us to be trampled on? (No. Jesus calls us to respond in love—be 
creative and find a way that demonstrates love for the enemy and love for self.)  
 
Love, not hate 
This study will allow campers to think about their own responses to their enemies. Ask 
campers to think of someone they might consider an enemy, or someone with whom they 
have been in disagreement or have had tension with. It could be someone who is hard to 
love. Have campers get into pairs and share a brief description of the person they were 
thinking of, without using names or personal descriptions. Give five to ten minutes to 
share their personal situations. Remind campers that these conversations need to stay 
private. Gather everyone together again and read Matthew 5:43-48. Discuss: 
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• When you are thinking of your enemies, or people that you have been in tension with, 
how hard is it to live what Jesus is saying?  

• What is Jesus saying? (Love your enemies, and pray for them; go against the grain of 
traditional social guidelines,) 

• Think about the person you just told your partner about. What would it mean to love 
that person? What would that look like?  

• How would it feel to pray for that person?  
Jesus says to do more than simply love those who love you. Jesus calls us to love and 
pray for those who do not love us. We are called to love and pray for people who might 
be mean to us, tear us down, and make us feel devalued.  
 
Good Samaritan 
This scripture study will further allow campers to discover their calls to love. Have the 
campers recall the story of the good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37). Share that in this story a 
lawyer is asking Jesus what it takes to inherit eternal life, and Jesus says that you are to 
“love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” The lawyer, wanting 
more, asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” And Jesus tells a story.  
There was a man who was walking along and fell into the hands of robbers who stripped 
him, beat him, and left him alongside the road. A priest (the highest of all of the Jews) 
was walking along the road and saw the person lying there and went to the other side of 
the road. A Levite (an assistant to the Jewish priest) also passed by, and crossed on the 
other side. The Samaritan saw him, took pity, and took care of him. Jesus used this story 
to explain who the neighbor was. Have campers look up and read Luke 10:25-37. 
• What does Jesus tell the lawyer he must do to inherit eternal life? (Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, soul, and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.)  
• Who is the neighbor that Jesus says the man should love? (The man who was stripped 

and left on the side of the road.) 
• What is the action of love in this story? (The stopping and assistance given.) 
• Who stops to help? (A Samaritan.) 
Explain that starting way back during Old Testament times, a feud and division began 
between the people of Judah (Jews) and the people of Samaria (Samaritans). This 
division lasted over the years, and by Jesus’ time the Jews were prohibited from having 
any contact with the Samaritans. Jesus is telling this parable to a group of Jewish people.  
• What reaction do you think the Jewish people had to the fact that a Samaritan 

stopped? (Shock.) 
• What example does the Samaritan give us in the call to love? (That the call to love 

can cross boundaries—whether social, political, religious, or personal.) 
• Why do you think Jesus tells this parable? How does Jesus define neighbor? What is 

Jesus inviting us to do in this parable? 
Encourage the group to think of other social, political, or religious groups that could play 
the roles in this story. Give an example from the ones below. 
Political diversity: American man lying there—American, British, and Iraqi walk by. The 
Iraqi stops.  
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Religious diversity: Muslim woman lying there—Muslim, Hindu, and Christian walk by. 
The Christian stops.  
Occupational diversity: Camper lying there—pastor, counselor , and camper walk by. 
The camper stops.  
Have campers share the new scenarios they thought of. 
We are called to reflect God’s love. God’s central message is that we are loved, and our 
response is both in the receiving and sharing of that love. There is no limit, social 
standing, or boundary that can stop this love that God offers and calls us to reflect. 
 
Sent 
Something new 
This activity will allow campers to consider the new commandment that Jesus gave us—
the commandment to love. Have campers sit in a circle and ask them to describe the last 
thing that they bought. When campers are done sharing, explain that Jesus gave his 
disciples something new—a new commandment. Read John 13:34-35. 
• What was the new thing that Jesus gave the disciples? (A new commandment: “that 

you love one another.”) 
• Why does Jesus tell the disciples to love? 
 
Love 
This activity will have campers further define what love is and what love is not. Allow 
campers to share several one- or two-word definitions of what love is, then of what  
love is not. Have campers look up Romans 12:9-21. Read the passage, then discuss: 
• What things on our list are found in this definition of love?  
• What things can we add to our list from this passage on what love is and is not? 
• When is love a feeling?  
• When is love an action?  
• When God calls us to love other people, is that a call to a feeling or an action? (God 

calls us to action. Sometimes, it takes a long time to change our feelings, and with 
time, they will change to feelings of love. We can take the first step and make our 
actions ones of love.) 

Allow time for campers to talk about relationships in which loving is easy, and in which 
it is hard. Encourage campers to consider the ways they can reach out and share God’s 
love with others.  
 
Catechism connection 
One of the ways that we experience the love of God is through the forgiveness of God. 
Give campers each an antacid tablet. Have campers write a sin on the tablet. Have a 
large, clear pitcher of water in the middle of the group. When the campers have finished 
writing, encourage them to pray the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: “And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Have them put their antacid 
tablets in the pitcher of water. Watch the fizzing happen as the tablets dissolve. 
Explain to campers that forgiveness is kind of like the antacid tablets and the water. We 
ask for forgiveness, and though we don’t deserve it, by grace we are forgiven. In the 
same way, we pray in the Lord’s Prayer for help in forgiving others. Though the 
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forgiveness happens, we see that the water is still cloudy or a little mucky. In the same 
way, because we live in this world, consequences of our sins remain.  
Read the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer in the Small Catechism and the explanation. 
Discuss: 
• What does it say about the forgiveness God offers us? (That we don’t deserve it, but 

through God’s grace we are offered forgiveness.) 
• What does it say about us forgiving others? (That we will forgive others.) 
 
Closing prayer 
Place a cross in the middle of your meeting area. Explain that God’s love came to us on 
the cross, through the death of Jesus Christ. This love is abundant and unending. Our 
primary call is to be loved, but we are also called to gratitude and faith as well. 
Throughout this week, we have prayed that our partners would realize this love; we have 
prayed in thanks and praise for our partners; and, just yesterday, we prayed for our 
individual and communal faith journeys. Today we learn that God calls us to reach out 
and love others. One of the ways of doing that is through prayer. When we pray, we are 
engaging in an act of love.  
Place a variety of supplies in front of the campers (paper, markers, string, fabric, tacks). 
Explain to campers that they are to pray for their prayer partners. They can simply pray 
for them or use any of the supplies provided to make a creation representing the prayer to 
attach to the cross. Allow time for campers to pray.  
Close in a group prayer. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Focus question 
How does God call us to share both God’s love and our resources?  
 
Theme statement 
In response to the unending love of God and God’s goodness, we are called to share 
God’s love with others, through both word and action. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders:  
• realize that because of God’s abundant love, they are called to share this love. 
• understand that this call extends to all people and through all of their resources. 
• consider ways to share God’s love through both their actions and words. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, large bag of small candies (or a number of small rocks or shells), Luther’s Small 
Catechism, paper, pencils, loaf of bread, a cross. (Before serving any food, always check 
with caregivers for learners who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 



Listen! God Is Calling / 08 Junior High / p. 27 
 

 
Gathered 
Use one or two of the following activities to start conversation about today’s theme, 
“Called to Share.” 
 
Something to offer  
This activity will get campers thinking about what they have to offer. Before the activity, 
map out an obstacle course, marking various points along the way. The course should 
return to the point of origination. This obstacle course may include stairs, going around 
trees, or around picnic tables. Explain to your campers that the goal is to get from point 
A, through points B, C, and D, and return to point A while assuming a specific role, 
which you will assign. Give campers one of the following roles in private prior to inviting 
all campers to leave point A. (Double up assignments as needed.)  
• You cannot see; you must close your eyes. 
• You cannot use your left leg; you must hop on your right foot. 
• You cannot use your arms; place them behind your back. 
• You cannot use your right leg; you must hop on your left foot. 
• You cannot talk. 
• You cannot use either of your legs. 
Explain the rules for this activity: 
• You must assume the limitation assigned to you. 
• The entire group needs to go through the obstacle course and return to point A. 
• When time is up, all must gather at the starting point even if they have not completed 

the course. 
Explain directions one time only, and do not take any questions. Allow campers to head 
out on the obstacle course. For safety reasons, watch campers so they do not injure 
themselves. After five minutes, call the group back together. You will find that campers 
who could not use their arms or could not speak might have gone through the course 
quickly. Other campers likely are struggling, still at points B or C when time is up, while 
some campers are helping each other. When campers get back together, discuss the 
activity: 
• What were the rules of this activity? 
• Did the group successfully complete this task? (Most likely not—in most groups, you 

will find that a camper’s first instinct is to get himself or herself through the course 
without thinking of others and working as a group.)  

• Why do you think our first instinct is to look out for ourselves? (This is what the 
world teaches us.) 

• How many of you started off with the goal in sight, and then went back to help 
someone? 

• How many of you just worried about yourself? 
• For those of you who didn’t have any legs at all, what did you think about this task? 

How did you think it would ever be completed?  
God calls us to share God’s love and provisions. To do this, we need to work together. 
God calls us to share not only our gifts and talents, but all of ourselves and resources. In 
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order to complete this task successfully, we would have had to share our abilities. In the 
same way, God calls us to work together, sharing God’s love and the world’s resources.  
 
Mini hunger meal 
This activity will encourage campers to explore the distribution of the world’s resources 
and our call to share. Prior to this activity, privately assign the campers to five equally 
sized groups. If there is an extra camper, put that person in one of the lower groups. Each 
of these five categories represents a segment of the world’s population and their wealth. 
For example, if there are 11 campers, you would have two in the richest category 
(owning 83 percent of the world’s resources), two in the next-richest category (owning 12 
percent of the world’s resources), two in the middle category (owning a little more than 
two percent of the world’s resources), two in the second-lowest category (owning a little 
less than two percent of the world’s resources), and three in the lowest category (owning 
less than one percent of the world’s resources). Once you have privately determined 
which category each camper is in, take out a large bag of small candies (you could 
substitute small rocks or shells). Without explanation, start by dishing out 83 pieces of 
candy to each of the members of the richest group. Then turn to the campers in the next-
richest category and give them 12 pieces of candy each. For the middle and second-
lowest groups, give each of the campers two pieces of candy. Finally, for the lowest 
group, give each camper one piece of candy.  
Likely, since there has been no explanation at this point, the campers will be frustrated 
and some will complain. Allow some grumbling and conversation about how the campers 
are feeling. Then explain this activity to the campers.  
The candy was distributed as if the entire group of campers represented the entire world. 
When we look at the world, only 20 percent of the population owns and uses 83 percent 
of the world’s resources. These are the campers that got 83 pieces of candy each! Then 
another 20 percent of the population owns and uses 12 percent of the world’s resources. 
These are those who received 12 pieces of candy. The rest of the world, 60 percent, only 
uses and owns five percent of the world’s total resources. These campers received one or 
two pieces of candy.  
• Where do you think we in this country are in this pie of distribution? (In the top 20 

percent.) 
• It might have bothered you a little to be in the bottom 60 percent when it came to 

getting the candy, but what do you think it’s like to have such small amounts of the 
world’s resources, like water, food, and energy? 

• Why do you think there is such an uneven distribution of the world’s goods?  
God calls us to share, not only God’s love, but also the provisions that we have from 
God. In light of the fact that we are part of the 20 percent of the population that uses 83 
percent of the world’s resources, we have a large task ahead of us to share. 
 
Called 
Zacchaeus: a transformation 
This activity will allow campers to further explore who Zacchaeus was and what his 
response was when Jesus went to his house. See whether the campers can tell the 
Zacchaeus story without opening their Bibles. Likely, many of your campers will be able 
to recall the song they learned in church when they were young. After trying to piece 



Listen! God Is Calling / 08 Junior High / p. 29 
 

together the story with the campers, ask a volunteer to read Luke 19:1-10. Have another 
camper read the story again. This time, encourage campers to imagine what Zacchaeus 
was like, and how he felt when Jesus approached him. 
• What was Zacchaeus doing in the tree when Jesus approached him? (Zacchaeus had 

climbed the tree in order to see Jesus, because he was too short to see him over the 
crowd.) 

• What was Zacchaeus’s occupation? (He was a tax collector.) 
• How do you suppose the people felt about Zacchaeus’s occupation? (The people 

didn’t like Zacchaeus because he collected taxes, worked for the Roman government, 
and probably took additional money for himself.) 

• What words might people have used to describe Zacchaeus? (Wealthy, cheater, 
traitor, greedy, and so on.) Do we know, from the scripture text, whether Zacchaeus 
was really all of these things? (No.) 

• Considering what the people thought of Zacchaeus, what do you think they thought 
when Jesus stopped by and invited himself to Zacchaeus’s house? (They thought it 
was improper, that Jesus was going to the house of a sinner.) 

• What do you think Zacchaeus thought? (Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus gladly.) 
Jesus offered love and acceptance to Zacchaeus, who was ostracized by society. God’s 
love was extended to Zacchaeus, and in response, Zacchaeus offered that love back. Read 
Luke 19:8.  
• What did Zacchaeus offer to do? (Give half of his possessions to the poor and pay 

back anyone he cheated four times the amount.) 
• What was Jesus’ response? (Pleased, saying that today salvation has come to this 

house.) 
Zacchaeus was wealthy, and in response to the goodness of God, Zacchaeus becomes a 
model of sharing for us. God calls us to share the provisions that we have been blessed 
with. We see throughout this world an unequal distribution of wealth, because our world 
doesn’t share as God calls us to. In response to God’s love, and in response to this 
unequal distribution, we are called to share, as Zacchaeus shared.  
 
Us too! 
Zacchaeus wasn’t the only one called to be a servant and share God’s love. We are all 
called. Jesus Christ was the ultimate example of this, and through Christ’s death we are 
called to share this love. Read 1 John 3:16-18 and discuss: 
• What does this lesson say about what it means to love? (We are to lay down our lives 

for one another, share the world’s goods with a brother or sister in need.) 
• We are to love not only in word and speech, but also in what, according to verse 18? 

(Truth and action.) 
• What are you called to do? (Share with others.) 
• How are you called to share? (We are called to share the love of God not only 

verbally, but also through action with our brothers and sisters in need.) 
• Who are your brothers and sisters? (Ask campers to answer this question on a variety 

of levels—world level, country level, and community level. If possible, record on a 
sheet of paper the brothers and sisters on each level, for example: World—starving 
children in Africa; Country—hurricane victims; Community—neighbors, friends.) 
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• What can you do to share with your brothers and sisters on each of these levels?  
Have campers pair up and share with a partner one way that they will commit to sharing 
God’s love in both word and action with their brothers and sisters. Have campers write 
down their commitments on paper, and share them with their partners. Have partners 
share contact information (e-mail, phone number) so that they can keep each other 
accountable to answering the call to share.  
 
Sent 
Real need 
This activity will help campers think of actual life situations that require them to answer 
the call to share. Give campers pieces of paper, and ask them to write scenarios where 
they might have to answer the call to share—sharing God’s love either through word or 
through action. To get them started, share the following example: “A school friend and 
his family lost all of their possessions when their home burned down.” 
Allow campers to think of scenarios, write them, and hand them in. Randomly choose a 
scenario and have the campers share two reactions—first, their gut reaction to the 
situation, and second, what God calls them to do.  
Explain that often our gut reactions are fueled by our experiences in this world. Just 
because our instincts sometimes might seem bad, doesn’t mean we are bad people; it 
simply means that we live in this world. But God has a different plan, and Christ Jesus 
laid out this plan. Read Philippians 2:1-11. 
God calls us to go against the grain of the world and to answer the call to share. We are 
called to examine our instincts and ourselves so that we can act more in line with what 
God plans for us.  
 
Catechism connection 
Have campers sit in a circle. Pass a loaf of bread around the group, allowing campers to 
tear off pieces and share in the eating of the bread. Sit for a while, talking and eating the 
bread. See how many forms of bread they can name. (Pizza crust, pita, tortilla, bannock, 
and many others.) Bread is a basic food item around the world. The phrase “break bread 
with one another” means that we will sit, eat, and share together. Jesus used this basic 
dietary element during the Last Supper. 
Have campers read aloud the description of Holy Communion and the answers found in 
the Small Catechism. Discuss: 
• What does God share with us when we commune? (Forgiveness, life, salvation, 

God’s own life.) 
• How do we share with others in communion? (We share in the eating and drinking; 

we come together as a community and share equally in the meal.) 
 
Closing prayer 
Place the cross in the middle of the group. Explain that God joins us through Christ on 
the cross, and God goes with us as we leave this place. Today campers will reveal their 
prayer partners. After allowing campers to share whom they have been praying for all 
week, explain that today they will take some time to pray for each other while preparing 
to go and share the love of God through action and word. Close by joining hands and 
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allowing campers to pray silently or aloud for the members of the group. Finish with the 
Lord’s Prayer.  
 
 
Junior High Take-along 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24 
 
Gathered 
Encourage campers to take note of the ways they see God’s love. When you get to your 
Bible study location, ask the campers to share all the ways that they saw God’s love in 
nature. Discuss these things briefly, noting the way God’s love is present at camp.  
 
Called 
Form three groups. Assign a scripture passage to each group—Luke 15:11-13; Luke 
15:14-19; or Luke 15:20-24. Each group is to read the assigned scripture passage and 
create a “silent movie” based on it.  
 
Sent 
Give campers some time alone to reflect on the questions: When have you felt most loved 
in the past day? In the past year? In your life? Gather as a group, share the stories, and 
discuss insights. 
 
Catechism connection 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15 
 
Gathered 
Read Psalm 100. What does this say about the gifts that God has given us? (God made us 
and we are God’s; God’s love and faithfulness endures to all generations.) How does it 
call us to respond? (By making a joyful noise and praising God.) 
 
Called 
Have campers prepare a television news report for John 6:1-15. Have an anchorperson 
and on-the-scene reporters. Reporters should interview various witnesses to the event—
Jesus, disciples, Philip, Andrew, and crowd members. 
 
Sent 
Share various ways that campers express gratitude during their lives. Challenge the group 
to come up with creative and expressive ways to thank God for all that has happened and 
been provided during the day. 
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Catechism connection 
The Lord’s Prayer: Second Petition  
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52 
 
Gathered 
Begin by safely leading the group in a trust fall. Talk about the experience. Work toward 
definitions of trust and faith. Encourage campers to share experiences of trust and faith. 
 
Called 
Have a volunteer read Mark 10:46-52. Ask another camper to read this lesson again; this 
time have campers put themselves in the place of Bartimaeus, identifying with his 
character. Discuss the story from the perspective of Bartimaeus. How does this story 
shape our understanding of faith and trust? 
 
Sent 
During a time of silence, invite the campers to think of questions they have about faith 
and trust. Consider their questions one at a time, and lead a discussion about each 
question. Close by reading Hebrews 11:1.  
 
Catechism connection 
Morning and Evening Prayers 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48 
 
Gathered 
Give campers the following scenarios and ask them to share what their response would be 
if they were in that situation: You are at school and a girl is sitting by herself in the 
lunchroom. You learn that someone is making fun of you behind your back and gossiping 
about you. You see a person who is probably homeless sitting on the side of the road, 
asking for money. You are a leader of a country that has just been bombed by another 
country. 
 
Called 
Form groups of three or four. Tell campers that it is their job to brainstorm a scenario, 
one that is typical of their schools or communities, in which someone is trying to get 
revenge. Their task is to come up with two skits. The first skit is to show the person being 
successful in gaining revenge. The outcome of the second skit has to be led by their 
interpretation of Matthew 5:38-42.  
 
Sent 
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Ask campers to consider what love is and what love is not. Allow them to share several 
one- or two-word definitions of what love is, then of what love is not. Have campers look 
up Romans 12:9-21. How does this affirm or change our definitions of love?  
 
Catechism connection 
The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
 
Gathered 
Set up an obstacle course and assign each camper a limitation: close eyes, hop on one 
foot, keep arms behind your back, do not talk, do not use legs. Challenge the group to get 
through the obstacle course. 
 
Called 
Read Luke 19:1-10 three times, giving the following assignments to the campers: on the 
first reading, share a word or phrase that jumps out at you; second reading, share an 
emotion that the text stir in you; third reading, share how the text affects your daily life. 
 
Sent 
Encourage campers to think of actual life situations that require them to answer the call to 
share. Ask them to share scenarios in which they might have to answer the call to share, 
sharing God’s love either through word or through action.  
 
Catechism connection 
Holy Communion 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Senior High 
Welcome 
[God] saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 
according to [God’s] own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began.  
(2 Timothy 1:9) 
In the waters of baptism, we are bathed in the story of God’s saving love for all people. 
Our stories become part of God’s story. God’s story becomes part of ours. In the waters 
of baptism, God joins us to the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Because we 
are united with Christ in a death like his, we are also united with him in a resurrection 
like his. We have been given new life! This new life includes the promise of life after 
death, but it is also power for the here and now. In baptism, God gives us all that we need 
to live. God forgives our sins and sets us free from the power of sin and death. God 
claims us as God’s own children, brothers and sisters in Christ. God makes us members 
of Christ’s body, the church.  
In the waters of baptism, God gives us all that we need to live. And then God calls us to 
use those gifts to witness to God’s love in the world by serving our neighbors. This call 
that we receive in baptism is our primary vocation (vocare is a Latin word that means “to 
call”). We are called to witness to God’s love by serving those in our families, in our 
communities, in our churches, in our schools, in our country, and in the world. Whatever 
we do and say, wherever we are, in whatever capacity we are serving, we are called to 
serve those in our midst. 
The theme for the week is vocation. Often we understand this word to refer to 
occupation—one’s job as a student, a teacher, a plumber, or a pastor. In this study, we 
will explore the deeper calling that God extends to us in baptism. We are called, first and 
foremost, to be loved, to understand ourselves as precious children of God. Everything 
else—our gratitude, our faith, our love for others, our ability to share—grows from what 
God first does for us. 
 
Objectives for the study 
This Bible study will help senior high campers and their leaders: 
• deepen their understanding of vocation to include both God’s saving love for them 

and God’s call to serve their neighbors.  
• experience God’s call through God’s Word and through conversation with one 

another. 
• discover creative and collaborative ways to live out their callings as baptized children 

of God.  
 
About senior high campers 
Senior high campers are a delightful, challenging mix of adults and children. One minute 
they will exhibit intellectual, emotional, and spiritual maturity that will astound you. In 
the next minute, they will remind you that they are still children, still growing, still in 
need of limits, guidance, and approval. They are capable of deep, loyal, and abiding 
friendships. They are beginning to develop their ability to understand abstract concepts. 
They are capable of insightful reflection about themselves and the world around them. 
Often they are still adjusting to their own emotions and hormones, so the potential for 
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feeling things are ultimate—both good and bad—is live. They are concerned with how 
others perceive them and, while they will settle into an identity as a group, they will stake 
out their individual identities within that group. 
Senior high campers are under increasing pressure to decide at an early age what they 
want to be when they grow up. Pressure can come from all sides. The world says that 
those who are worthwhile are those who make money. Some feel pressure to follow in 
the footsteps of a parent or other significant adult. Some have been defined early on by 
their success, or lack thereof, in a particular subject area. Others will be drawn by their 
hobbies and interests. Many will either be contemplating college or be headed there in the 
coming year, with pressure, again, to decide on majors, minors, and careers. 
You have the opportunity to help them reflect on vocation in its deepest sense. The 
vocation of a Christian is not something they have to choose. And beginning to 
understand it will not only help them grow in a sense of themselves, but also in a sense of 
purpose in the world. Encourage them to continue to ponder and act on their vocation as 
Christians as they are making decisions about what they will do with their lives. Often 
doing so will help them muffle the competing voices they hear and clarify their deepest 
longings and passions. 
 
Special hints 
Each Bible study is divided into three sections: Called, Gathered, and Sent. In general, 
the movement of these Bible studies is from context to text and back to context. In the 
“Called” section, campers will have the opportunity to gain familiarity with the daily 
theme by participating in one or two activities. Often these activities ask them to take 
inventory of their world with respect to the theme, to discover things in their culture and 
context that influence the ways in which they think about and experience a particular 
theme. In the “Gathered” section, campers will have the opportunity to dive into biblical 
texts. In most cases, there is a primary text that constitutes the bulk of the section. This 
section also contains other Bible texts that augment the theme. The final section in each 
study, “Sent,” helps campers take what they learned from the texts and begins to integrate 
it into their lives. The movement back to context helps campers remember and use what 
they have learned. The “Sent” section generally comprises one or two activities and a 
closing prayer. 
Although the Bible studies are written for use during five consecutive days, one could 
also make use of the materials in a shorter, more intense, format, such as a retreat. In this 
case, you might begin the retreat with the first session, “Called to Be Loved” in the 
evening and allow it to stand as the beginning of everything you will do in the days to 
follow. The sections on “Called to Gratitude” and “Called to Faith” best shape the second 
day. And a final day might be spent on “Called to Love” and “Called to Share.” In this 
shape, it would be particularly important to select a mix of intellectual and experiential 
exercises to help the campers learn. You might also provide time at the end of each day 
for reflection and review on the day’s lessons and how they are connected to the first 
night’s lesson. 
 
 
First Night 
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As campers gather, be sure to take time to greet each one individually and introduce him 
or her to at least one other person in the group. You may also want to provide an activity 
for all to engage in as they are arriving, such as a game of volleyball or a craft. Often in 
senior high groups you will have mix of returning and new campers. You might ask the 
returning campers to help orient the new campers. 
 
Called by name 
Once campers have arrived, gather them together in a large circle. Begin your time 
together in prayer. You may use the following prayer or create something of your own.  
Gracious God, you have created us to be your own, called us by name, and gifted us for 
service in the world. We give you thanks and praise that through your Son you have given 
us the gift of new life. Be with us throughout the coming week—guide us, guard us, and 
keep us, that we might be strengthened to serve you by serving our neighbors not only in 
this place, but as we return to our homes. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
Next, have campers be seated and read Jeremiah 1:5. Repeat several times: “Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you.” Have someone else in the group read Isaiah 43:1-
3b. Repeat several times: “I have called you by name, you are mine.” Explain to campers 
that although they do not know one another, God knows them. In fact, God knew them 
even before their mothers did. God has created them, calls each one by name, and loves 
them with a love that cannot die. Tell campers that this is the foundation on which all 
other things will be built throughout the week—the good news that God created us and 
loves us. 
 
Name game 
Have campers in the circle count off by two. Invite the “ones” to gather together and all 
the “twos” to gather together. Explain that although God knows each of us by name, we 
do not yet know one another’s names. Give each group five minutes to come up with a 
name game for the whole group that will help them begin to get to know one another. 
You may want to set some ground rules for their games—like what sort of equipment or 
props are available to them, what spaces they use at the camp, and how active the games 
can be—to ensure the safety and participation of everyone in the group. Ask for a leader 
from each group; this person will explain and lead the game for the whole group. Play 
both name games. 
 
Vocation 
When the campers have had a chance to learn one another’s names, invite the group to be 
seated in a circle once again. Ask the group to recall the foundation for their week 
together. (God knows us even before our mothers do; God loves us more than we could 
ever imagine.) Tell them the theme for the week is vocation. Ask whether anyone knows 
what that word means. (Vocation comes from the Latin vocare, meaning “to call.”) Ask 
campers what they think of when they hear the words vocation or calling. Listen and 
affirm their responses and, if necessary, broaden their understandings to include not only 
our jobs, but our lives—our callings to be students, brothers and sisters, sons and 
daughters, citizens, church members, friends. Explain that the group will spend the week 
exploring what God calls them to do and be in the context of each of these callings. 



Listen! God Is Calling / 09 Senior High / p. 4 
 

Close by praying the Lord’s Prayer together. You may want to provide written copies of 
the prayer to help those who may not know it. 
 
 
Daily Watch 
“Daily Watch” is a time for campers to spend a few moments in silence and solitude 
reflecting on a biblical text that explores the daily theme. It is also a time to gather as a 
community of faith and share thoughts and insights from the time alone. The balance 
between time alone and time in community  
is important for the spiritual nurturing of people of faith. 
Encourage campers to journal as they reflect on the biblical text. They may write ideas, 
create poems or songs, write prayers, draw pictures, or simply write words that come to 
mind as they sit with the Word of God. If campers don’t have journals with them, 
consider making simple journals at the beginning of the week. 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Text: Romans 8:31-39 
Ask campers to do the following after reading the text to themselves. 
• Reflect on the ways God shows how God loves us in this passage. Are there any 

limits to God’s love? 
• Review the list of things the text says cannot separate us from the love of Christ. Do 

any of these, or other things, sometimes make you feel unworthy of God’s love? 
Make a mental list of these things. 

• Reread verses 38-39. In the process, let go of the mental list you had made of those 
things that feel like threats to God’s love for you. 

Call the group together and discuss the following: 
• What was your experience of reading this passage? How did it make you feel about 

the love of God? 
• Describe a simple way to celebrate God’s extraordinary love. 
 
Prayer 
Have campers gather in a circle and hold hands. Give thanks for God’s unconditional 
love for all of us and for the opportunity to share that love with one another. At the 
conclusion of the prayer, have each camper turn to the person to his or her right, make the 
sign of the cross on that person’s forehead and say: “(Name), child of God, nothing can 
separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Text: Colossians 3:12-17 
Ask campers to do the following after reading the text to themselves. 
• Make a list of ways that the text calls us to be thankful. 
• Imagine what life would be like if we managed to do all of these things. 
• Choose two of the ways the text mentions to be particularly attentive to practicing 

during the rest of our time together. 
Call the group together and discuss the following: 
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• How does this passage help you understand that the response to God’s unconditional 
love is to give thanks? 

• Give an example of how you have given thanks to God recently. 
• How do you plan to practice gratitude over the next week? 
 
Prayer 
Gather the campers in a circle, holding hands. Indicate that, after you start, you will ask 
them to participate in the prayer if and as they feel it is appropriate by saying, “Lord, 
today I give you thanks for ____________.” Start the prayer by praying, “Gracious God, 
you promise to love us no matter what. Help us respond to your unbelievable love by 
giving thanks every day. Lord, today I give you thanks for ___________.”  
Give time for the campers to add their petitions of thanks, and then conclude by praying: 
“Most especially, Lord, we give you thanks for the gift of your dear Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as a sign that nothing can separate us from your love. Amen.” 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Text: Romans 3:21-28 
Ask campers to do the following after reading the text to themselves. 
• Reflect on what faith in Jesus Christ does according to Paul. 
• What does faith hold onto? What makes it possible? Who is responsible? 
• How does this text help one to be encouraged in a faith that will enable one to follow 

and trust God? 
Call the group together and discuss the following: 
• What difference does faith in God make in your life? 
• What kinds of things challenge your faith? 
• What enables you to hold fast in faith in the face of the call of other voices and 

temptations? 
 
Prayer 
Gather the group together and have one of the campers lead the following prayer from 
Lutheran Book of Worship (p. 153): Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures 
of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your 
hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Text: 1 John 4:7-21 
Ask campers to do the following after reading the text to themselves. 
• Make a list of all the things this text says about love. (For example: “Love is from 

God.”) 
• Using the text as a guide, reflect on the ways that you have experienced God’s love. 
• Think about the fears that get in the way of loving God and brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 
Call the group together and discuss the following: 
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• What difference does love make in your own life; in the lives of people around you 
(family, friends, fellow campers); in the world? 

• What is the source of love according to 1 John, and what difference does that make? 
• Give an example from your life or from a play or a movie or a TV program in which 

love “cast out fear.” 
 
Prayer 
Gather campers in a circle. Say that you will be asking them to name fears as part of the 
prayer. Begin the prayer by praying: “Lord, we are often afraid, we fear __________.” 
Once fears have been named, continue by praying: “You have promised that your love 
for the whole creation and for each of us is without end, without limit, without condition; 
that your love is perfect, and that perfect love casts out fear. We boldly ask that you take 
the fears we have named, and those we hold secretly in our hearts, and carry their burden 
for us so we might be free to love ourselves and those around us. Amen.” 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Text: 1 John 3:16-18 
Ask campers to do the following after reading the text to themselves. 
• Whose life would you be willing to save by jumping in front of a train? In other 

words, for whom would you be willing to die without even thinking about it? 
• Is the writer of 1 John really calling us to die for others, or do you think the author is 

exaggerating to make a different point? What do you think the text really means? 
• What does it mean to love in truth and action? 
Call the group together and discuss the following: 
• Talk about a time you shared something and felt great joy in doing so. How much of a 

sense do you have that God was working through you in that instance? 
• Discuss how the love of God helps you share with others. 
• Talk about places in your own life—your camp community, your hometown—or in 

the world where you have witnessed the “haves” ignoring and not sharing with the 
“have nots.” Discuss ways we as Christians might be able to begin to change this. 

 
Prayer 
Gather campers together and ask them, as part of the prayer, to finish the phrase that you 
start. Indicate that they can say more than one thing, and that the prayer will continue 
until there has been some time of silence. Pray: “Almighty and all-gracious God, you 
love us so much that you made us your own sons and daughters. We give you thanks for 
that amazing gift. We thank you for faith, which keeps us going from day to day, and for 
the love that you inspire in us. As we prepare to go from this place, we are reminded that 
we are called to share with others for the sake of our neighbors near and far. God, help 
me share your amazing grace by _____________.” Allow the campers to add their 
thoughts. When there have been a few moments of silence, conclude the prayer with a 
simple “Amen.” 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
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Focus question 
What can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ? 
 
Theme statement 
God loves us without condition. There is nothing we can do to earn it, and nothing we 
can do to lose it. Before anything else, God calls us to be loved by God! 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand what it means to be children of a God who loves them no matter what. 
• experience the love of God revealed in the Bible story.  
• sense and celebrate God’s extraordinary love for them. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, pens or pencils, sheet of questions for “Prayer of Love” (see page 167), notebook 
or journal, backpack, rocks, Luther’s Small Catechism. 
 
Gathered 
Love, love, love… 
Form groups of three or four. Allow each group a few minutes to brainstorm a list of song 
titles, lyrics, or advertisements they know with the word love in them. When they are 
finished, bring the groups back together. Move from group to group, having each group 
name one thing at a time from its list. If it’s a song, encourage the group to sing it. Items 
may not be repeated among groups. Then have the whole group talk about the kinds of 
love mentioned in these songs or ads. Did any fall into the following categories?  
• “Love stinks” love 
• “All you need is love” love 
• Romantic love 
• Violent love 
• Love of things or possessions 
Discuss whether or not their lists represent perspectives about what the world teaches 
about love.  
Have each camper find a place alone to think about the following two questions. 
• Which title, lyric, or advertisement most closely describes your experience of love?  
• Which title, lyric, or advertisement most closely describes your experience of of 

God’s love?  
If some campers say that nothing from the lists fits their experiences, have them think of 
an example that does. Bring the group back together and invite the campers to share their 
responses. (Emphasize that the campers are not obligated to share what they have 
written. This exercise may raise some sensitive issues. Pay attention. Help campers to 
discern what is appropriate to share with the whole group.)  
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Pray: God of love, you give us every good gift. We thank you for the love we know in our 
lives. Open our hearts and minds to learn about the love you have for us, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Called 
The extravagant father 
From two groups: “fathers” and “sons.” Ask the campers to listen to the story you are 
about to read from the perspective of the biblical character they have been assigned. 
Invite the campers to close their eyes, follow along in their own Bibles, or do whatever 
will help them listen carefully.  
Read Luke 15:11-24. Say that the story takes place in three scenes. Then read scene 1, 
verses 11-13, again. Ask the “fathers” what is happening, from their perspective. (The 
father has two sons. He is asked and agrees to give the son his inheritance early.) Ask 
the “sons” what is happening, from their perspective. (The son asks for his share of the 
property. He travels to a distant country and squanders what he has been given.) 
Read scene 2, verses 14-19. Ask the “sons” what is happening. (Son spent everything and 
was in need. Hired himself out and got a job feeding pigs. Would gladly have eaten what 
the pigs had. Was dying of hunger and realized that his father’s hired hands had plenty to 
eat. Decides to return home and offer himself to his father as a servant.) Ask the 
“fathers” what is happening. (This section tells us nothing about the father. Throughout 
this exercise, help the campers distinguish what the text does and does not say.)  
 Read scene 3, verses 20-24. Ask the “fathers” what is happening. (Father sees son and is 
filled with compassion. Runs toward son, hugs and kisses him. Calls for a robe, ring, and 
sandals for the son. Makes arrangements for a huge celebration in honor of his son’s 
return.) Ask the “sons” what is happening. (Son goes home to his father. Makes speech 
about not being worthy of being a son.) 
Lead the group in discussing the following questions. 
• List all the things the son does to disrespect the father. (Asks for his inheritance 

before the father is dead, which is the same as wishing him dead. Squanders his 
inheritance. Hires himself out to feed pigs, which for a Jewish person is unacceptable 
work since pigs were unclean. Decides to go home only because it seems like a better 
deal than he had with the pigs.) 

• What does the father do in response to the son’s actions? (Gives the son his 
inheritance early without question. Responds to his son’s return by running toward 
the son, hugging and kissing him. Ignores the son’s speech and calls for a party.) 

• What circumstances drive the son to go home? (There is no indication in the text that 
the son goes home because he is repentant; he goes home because he is hungry.) 

• What do the father’s actions tell us about the love of God? (God loves us and receives 
us no matter what we do. God’s love is unconditional.) 

 
More love 
Form four groups (different configurations than before) and assign each group one of the 
additional Bible readings: Isaiah 49:14-16a; Psalm 139:13-18; Romans 8:31-39; Romans 
5:6-8. Have each group do the following:  
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1) All group members silently read the assigned text. 2) Choose one person to read the 
text aloud to the group. 3) Create a slogan or ad that captures what the text says about 
God’s love.  
Bring the groups together and have each group read its text and then share its newly 
created slogan or ad. Discuss as a group what else the various texts say about the love of 
God. (Isaiah says that though sometimes even parents might forget about their children; 
God will not. Psalm 139 indicates that God knows us even before we are born and is 
always with us. Romans 8 says that nothing in all of creation can separate us from the 
love of God. Romans 5 indicates that even while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.) 
In your own words, help the campers understand that no matter what they have done, 
where they have been, or how they have been treated, God receives them with open arms, 
loves them without condition, and celebrates that they are God’s own children. 
 
Sent 
Prayer of love 
Discuss the following questions with the group. 
• What situations in life might make you feel like the son in the story? 
• What makes a person feel unlovable? 
• What do you imagine makes people feel unworthy of God’s love? 
Tell the campers to find a quiet space nearby or take a walk away from others to reflect 
on today’s texts and activities. Assure them that they will not have to share anything that 
they write in response to these questions. 
Give them a piece of paper that you have prepared ahead of time with the following 
instructions and questions: 
Reflect on the following questions and record your responses in your journal. 
• What makes you feel like the prodigal son or daughter? 
• What makes you feel unlovable? 
• What makes you feel unworthy of God’s love? 
• What does it mean to you to be a child of God? 
• Think about an experience in your life or another’s life that helps make sense of the 

father’s love for the prodigal son. How did that feel, or how do you imagine it would 
feel? 

• What does it mean for you that God has such extravagant, no-holds-barred, no-
matter-what love for you? 

Once you have worked through these questions, write a prayer that lifts your fears, 
concerns, and doubts before God and also gives thanks to God for the extravagant love 
that you have discovered today. 
After 10 to 15 minutes, have the campers return and meet as a group. While not forcing 
anyone to share, ask whether anyone wishes to share his or her prayer. You may wish to 
work through this exercise yourself and, if appropriate, offer your own prayer. 
 
Backpack burdens 
For this activity invite each camper to find a rock about the size of his or her hand. 
Gather campers back together. Ask them to think again about something that makes them 
feel as if they are unworthy of God’s love, unworthy to be God’s children. Tell them that 
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their rocks represent those issues or concerns. Ask for a volunteer in the group to wear 
the backpack. (Be sure that this person will let you know if the backpack gets too heavy 
for him or her to wear.) Invite campers, one by one, to put their rocks into the backpack. 
When everyone has had the opportunity to put his or her rock into the backpack, ask the 
person wearing the backpack to describe what it feels like to carry the increasing weight 
of the rocks.  
Help campers imagine that the addition of the rocks to the backpack is like the increasing 
load of burdens that the son in the story carried—asking for his inheritance early, leaving 
home, squandering his inheritance on wasteful things that were not good for him, 
working with pigs, going hungry, coming to the realization that he needed to beg even to 
be a servant in his father’s household. 
Next ask the backpack wearer to imagine what it would be like to carry the backpack 
around for the rest of his or her life—to carry it all the time, wear it to bed, shower with it 
on, wear it to school, never take it off. As you remove the backpack from the volunteer’s 
shoulders, tell campers that the father’s gift in the story was to take the backpack off his 
son’s back and ask for nothing in return. This is what God does for us by loving us 
unconditionally. You may want to invite other campers to try on or even carry the 
backpack around for part of the day as a way to help them identify with being relieved of 
their burdens. 
 
Catechism connection 
For this activity, invite campers to find something that they have used or seen during their 
day at camp. Bring the group together and invite each camper to share his or her item. 
Read Luther’s explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed (in the Small 
Catechism), asking campers to listen for the things that God provides to sustain us in our 
lives. Tell them that the items they have brought with them represent the countless things 
that God provides for us. God provides these things whether or not we deserve them 
because God is good and because God loves us without conditions. 
 
Closing prayer 
Loving God, you promise that nothing in all of creation can separate us from your love in 
Jesus, who is our Savior. Even so, we imagine that there are things that stand between us 
and your love—our fears, doubts, struggles, and mistakes. Help us trust that even as the 
father embraced the son and celebrated his return without condemnation or condition, 
you race toward us each and every day with a love beyond our wildest imagination. You 
lift the burdens from our backs and set us free. Thank for your love and for all the things 
you daily provide to sustain us in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Focus question 
How do we respond to the knowledge that God loves us absolutely and without 
condition? 
 
Theme statement 
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Because God loves us, God calls us. It is a gift of God, this call, and it flows from love 
that is both without condition and beyond our understanding. Our first response to this 
gift is gratitude, the thankfulness that one feels when one is given a wonderful and 
unexpected gift. Gratitude appreciates God’s gifts and recognizes that they are enough; it 
reminds us that we are called to appreciate what we have been given and not recklessly 
consume more than we need. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that their response to the gift of God’s call is simply to give thanks to God 

for the gift. 
• experience the deep gratitude of one who has been given a gift beyond measure. 
• practice gratitude in the many and various opportunities of the day. 
 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, poster board cut into puzzle shapes (instructions in “Piecing It Together”). 
Optional: bows, envelopes. 
 
Gathered 
Piecing it together 
Before the group gathers, write “Misseo Dei” (which means “the mission of God”) on 
one side of a piece of poster board in large letters that cover the entire poster board. Then 
cut the poster board into puzzle pieces, enough so that everyone in the group has a piece. 
On the back of each puzzle piece write: “(Name), you are a child of the living God. God 
loves you no matter what.” You may want to put the pieces in envelopes or attach bows 
to them to communicate to the campers that the puzzle piece is a gift. 
As the campers arrive, hand out the gifts, making sure to give each camper the puzzle 
piece with his or her name on it. Have them open and read what their puzzle pieces say. 
Ask for several volunteers to read their puzzle pieces aloud, so that campers understand 
that all pieces say the same thing. Help the group think about the fact that we don’t 
always feel so great about who we are, what we feel, or how we act—that we sometimes 
put up brave fronts, act cool, do what it takes to be liked (or popular). We are uncertain 
about our own worth. But God is not at all uncertain. To God we so precious that God 
gave God’s Son for our sake. In addition to that extraordinary gift, God gives us both the 
gift of life and the gift of God’s unconditional love for us.  
Next, lead the campers in a discussion about how a gift makes them feel. Ask them to 
reflect on a time when they received a gift they really wanted. How did they feel? What 
did they say? How did they respond? (Gratitude. Thanks. Did something nice for the 
other person. Loved.) Ask how they feel about the extraordinary gifts that God gives each 
of them, including life and unconditional love. 
Have the campers place their puzzle pieces facedown on a table. Challenge them to 
assemble the puzzle pieces so that the poster board is complete and the phrase “Misseo 
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Dei” appears. Tell campers that God gives us these gifts as individuals, but what’s even 
better is that God also gives us these gifts as a community, as something to share with 
one another and the rest of the world. Ask if anyone knows what “Misseo Dei” means. 
(Mission of God.) Help them get the basic meaning by connecting “Misseo” to mission, 
and “Dei” to deity. Explain that “Misseo Dei” refers to the way in which God gives us the 
gift of life, the gift of God’s unconditional love, the gift of our unique personalities, and 
gifts for the sake of the world. In other words, the very reason that we exist is to help 
others understand how much God loves them—to feed those who are hungry, to care for 
those who are sick or hurting, to help bring an end to war and injustice. We do this just 
by being ourselves and by doing things that reflect God’s love to others. But we do not do 
it alone. God also gives us the gift of one another, and, like pieces of a puzzle, when we 
work together, we are strengthened to do God’s mission in the world. 
 
Called 
Have campers turn in their Bibles to John 6:1-15. Ask for volunteers to play the 
following parts: narrator, Jesus, Philip, Andrew. The rest of the group plays the crowd. 
Present the story by having each of the characters read the appointed parts. You may need 
to do this a couple of times before campers get the hang of it. 
Lead the group in discussing the following questions. 
• What does Jesus preach about in this story? (Don’t be surprised if this is a confusing 

question. Jesus does not preach about anything in this text, which is the point. You 
are trying to get them to understand that the focus of Jesus’ action in this story is 
giving thanks.) 

• What does Jesus say in this story? (“Where do we buy bread for these people to eat?” 
“Make these people sit down.” “Gather up the fragments left over so that nothing 
may be lost.” Jesus also spoke words of thanks to God for the meal. Be sure campers 
discover this part, because it is the focus of the study.) 

• What does Jesus do in this story? (He distributes the loaves and fishes to the people, 
as much as they wanted, until “they were satisfied,” as the text says). 

• What happens after Jesus distributes the food to the crowd? (They thought there 
wouldn’t be enough food for everyone, yet everyone had enough to eat and there was 
plenty left over.) 

• How do you make sense out of the fact that the disciples thought there was not 
enough food for everyone, yet everyone had enough to eat and there was food left 
over? (Typical responses may include: It was a miracle; there were others who 
brought food and were inspired to shared it; somehow the food was multiplied. It is 
important to notice that none of these explanations appears in the text. In fact, the 
text doesn’t give us any explanation. All we know is that Jesus gave thanks and that 
was more than enough.) 

 
Psalm 100 
Have campers to turn in their Bibles to Psalm 100. Ask them to find a quiet place by 
themselves and read the psalm aloud several times, paying attention to the different ways 
in which the psalmist expresses thanks to God. Then have the campers think about how 
they would express the profound gratitude to God that the psalmist felt. For example, 
some may make a joyful noise, some may notice sounds that the creation makes, some 
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may give thanks through song, and some may offer prayers of thanks. Encourage them to 
be both genuine and creative in their responses. After 10 minutes, call the group back 
together and invite them to share their responses. Have a volunteer from the group read 
the final verse of Psalm 100 and have the group respond as loudly as they can, “Thanks 
be to God!” 
 
Sent 
Invite the campers to form pairs. Give each pair a pen and a piece of paper. Instruct the 
pairs to work together to come up with as many things as possible that they are thankful 
for. The pair that creates the most unique list wins. Encourage the pairs to list the things 
God provides for our health and well-being (food, shelter, friends, forgiveness, hope, and 
so on) and to leave out the more consumer-related things (a new pair of designer jeans, 
season tickets to a favorite pro team, or how hot some rock star is).  
Give the pairs five minutes to do this exercise. At the end, have the pairs read their lists. 
If two or more pairs listed an item, all should cross it off. The team with the most unique 
answers wins.  
Help campers recognize the millions of things around us every day that are gifts from 
God. Lead the group in discussing the following questions. 
• How does this exercise make you think about what God gives to us? 
• How does it make you more aware of the gifts God provides for us each day? 
• In what ways might you want to give thanks to God for these gifts? 
• At the beginning of the exercise, you were asked to distinguish between the things 

that God provides for our health and well-being and more consumer-related things. 
Do you think that is an important distinction? Why or why not? (Let campers wrestle 
with this dilemma. Help them think about the role of sin in the world that causes an 
unfair distribution of wealth so that someone’s new MP3 player is held in tension 
with someone’s lack of food or clean drinking water.) 

 
Letters 
Have campers think of people they are thankful for—people who have been a reflection 
of God’s love in their lives. Have each camper write a note to the person he or she 
identified, expressing gratitude for who that person is and what he or she has done that 
reflects God’s love. Encourage campers to actually give their notes to the people. 
 
Closing prayer 
Gather campers in a circle. Explain that you are going to invite each of them to offer 
thanks to God. Assure them that their prayers can be just a word or a whole list of things. 
Begin the prayer by thanking God for each camper. Go around the circle and give each 
camper an opportunity to offer a prayer or thanks to God. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Focus question 
How does faith enable us to follow and trust God? 
 
Theme statement 
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God loves us unconditionally. We respond to this love not only through our gratitude, but 
also by living lives of faith. God calls us to do so and even creates faith in us so that we 
have the strength to trust in and follow God. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that faith, the strength to trust God’s promises, is a gift of God. 
• discover that God is unfailing, that God’s promises are true, and that God gives them 

the strength to believe these things and to follow in the way of Christ. 
• respond in faith when other voices call and other pressures are put on them. 
 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, blindfolds. 
 
Gathered 
Be sure everyone in your group is both mature enough and in a state of mind to complete 
this exercise without experiencing physical or emotional harm. Assign pairs that will 
facilitate relationships that aren’t as well formed. Ahead of time, map out two paths that 
include some obstacles for the campers to negotiate. 
Pairs will walk the courses, with one person blindfolded and the other serving as a 
navigator. The pair should switch roles on the second course. If your group has already 
done some challenge course activities successfully, you may want to make the exercise 
more difficult by not allowing them to talk to each other. When each pair has completed 
both courses, discuss the following questions. 
• What was it like to be responsible for the blindfolded person? 
• How was it to go through the course with the blindfold on? What emotions did you 

experience? 
• What was it like to be led by another? 
• On a scale of 1 (easy) to 10 (difficult), how difficult was it for you to trust another 

person when you were blindfolded? 
After you have completed debriefing the exercise, discuss the following questions. 
• Whom in your life do you trust? 
• What makes a person trustworthy? 
• What makes a person untrustworthy? 
• Have you ever had to regain someone’s trust? How hard was it to do? 
 
Called 
Ask the group to listen carefully to the story you are about to read. Tell them that you 
will ask a question about the story at the end. Read Mark 10:46-52. Ask each person in 
the group to recall a word or phrase that stood out for them. Read the text a second time. 
Ask each person in the group to share something new they heard in the text this time. 
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Read the story a third time. Ask each person in the group to share a question or 
something that was confusing to them about the text. Finally, ask a volunteer to recount 
the story, and invite the rest of the group to help that person fill in the details. 
Summarize the following for the group. 
In the text, the three main characters (Jesus, Bartimaeus, and the crowd) serve to 
demonstrate: 1) God’s faithfulness in responding to our need for help (Jesus); 2) the 
character of faith as a cry for help (Bartimaeus);  
3) and the fickleness that human beings can demonstrate when they are confronted with 
someone else’s needs (crowd). In this discussion, help campers compare and contrast the 
three characters in the story and identify what they communicate about God, faith, and 
humanity. 
Discuss the following questions. 
• How does God in Jesus demonstrate that God is trustworthy to Bartimaeus? (He stops 

in his tracks at Bartimaeus’s cries, calls Bartimaeus to him and, having healed him, 
tells him to go, that his faith has made him well.) 

• How does Bartimaeus show his faith in Jesus? (He cries out to Jesus, and cries out 
even louder when the crowd tries to silence him. He asks Jesus to restore his sight. 
He follows Jesus on the way.) 

• How does the crowd respond to the situation? (Initially they try to silence Bartimaeus. 
He seems to be merely a nuisance to them. Then when Jesus demonstrates an interest 
in him, the crowd changes its tune and, following Jesus’ instruction, calls Bartimaeus 
to come to Jesus.) 

 
Mark 5:24b-34 
Invite the group to read the following text, working in the pairs they were in for the 
opening exercise. Give each pair about 10 minutes to read the text and discuss it with 
each other. Call the pairs back together as a group and ask them to share their 
conversations about the text. What questions did they have? What stood out to them? 
How did the text lead them in conversation? What surprised them? 
Discuss the following questions. 
• How does Jesus demonstrate God’s trustworthiness? (Jesus is not even aware of the 

woman’s presence until he feels power flow through and out from him. He does not 
set out to heal the woman in this story as he does in so many others. Jesus’ power is 
part of who he is; it works even when he does not take specific action toward that 
end.) 

• What does the woman’s faith look like in this story? (Since Jesus addresses the 
woman as “daughter,” it is logical to assume that she was a Jew. For Jews, a woman 
who was bleeding was considered unclean, meaning she was set outside the 
community and was not to be touched or interacted with. That she had been bleeding 
for so many years, had seen countless physicians, and was willing to disobey Jewish 
law, which forbade her to come anywhere near Jesus, speaks to her desperation 
[faith]. She had heard about Jesus and sensed that if she could touch even the hem of 
his garment, she would be healed.) 

 
Sent 
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Form two groups. Each group will develop a skit from a set of circumstances you will 
present. The skit should demonstrate how one might respond in faith in that situation. 
Being sensitive to what is happening in the campers’ lives, assign each group one or more 
of the following scenarios. 
• Your friend’s grandmother has been fighting cancer for a long time. At first the 

doctors thought they caught the cancer in time and that her grandmother would 
survive. You and your friend prayed that her grandmother would get better, but she 
died last week. Your friend is grieving and struggling to make sense of what she 
prayed for and what happened to her grandmother. How do you respond in faith? 

• There is a kid at school who is a loner. Most of the time, people just leave him alone, 
but occasionally he does or says something a little odd and some of the other kids at 
school pick on him. How do you respond in faith? 

• You and your friends are hanging out on a Saturday afternoon. You decide to go out 
for some coffee. As you are leaving the store, a homeless man approaches you and 
asks you to buy him a cup of coffee. How do you respond in faith? 

• A kid in your youth group has stopped coming to church. He is a pretty good friend of 
yours, so you ask him what’s happening. He says that he has been thinking a lot about 
what is happening in the world—natural disasters, war, poverty, hunger, disease, 
genocide—and now church and God seem meaningless in the face of these things. 
How do you respond in faith? 

Give the groups enough time to wrestle with the scenarios they have been given and to 
develop a skit. Be sure to check in with the groups to make sure they are engaging in the 
task and to guide them in what are potentially difficult conversations. Invite both groups 
back together and have them share their skits. 
Option: Share the skits with other campers at a worship or campfire. 
When each group has shared its skit, debrief the exercise with the following questions. 
This is a great opportunity to review the learning objectives for this lesson and to help 
reinforce them throughout this conversation. 
• Is this scenario similar to anything you have encountered in real life? 
• What hard questions did the scenario raise for you? 
• What questions about God did the scenario raise for you? 
• What questions about faith did the scenario raise for you? 
• Was there disagreement in the group about how to respond in faith? If so, explain. 
• What was helpful or unhelpful about how the group responded to the scenario? 
 
Closing prayer 
God, you have created us and continue to give us countless gifts every day. We thank you 
and praise you for these gifts, especially the gift of faith. Give us courage and strength to 
respond to the gifts you give us, even when life throws difficult and challenging things 
our way. Help us trust you, for we know that your promises are true. We pray in the name 
of Christ who healed the sick and who died for us. Amen. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Focus question  
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What are some creative ways we can love our neighbors? 
 
Theme statement 
God’s extraordinary love for us invites us to be thankful and to have faith, to trust God 
for all our needs. God’s love also prepares our hearts and minds for the command to love 
one another, to reach beyond ourselves and our sense of comfort to love those whom 
Jesus loved—those who are poor, hungry, outcast, oppressed, forgotten, lonely, or 
considered an enemy or a sinner. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand who their neighbors are and what it means to love them. 
• feel a sense of hope that their compassion for others can make a difference in the 

world. 
• be creative and collaborative about discovering ways to love their neighbors. 
 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, a guest who is willing to be interviewed by two campers in your group, chart 
paper, markers. 
 
Gathered 
Getting to know your neighbor 
Getting to know someone new can be challenging. Even at a place like camp where 
relationships are facilitated, modeled, and encouraged, it can be difficult to really get a 
sense about who a person is on the inside. Take a few minutes as a group to think about 
how a person goes about getting to know a neighbor. It is important to acknowledge the 
progression of relationships and the need to respect the other person’s sense of privacy. 
As a group, think about some ways to get to know a person better when you know only 
his or her name and basic information. 
• How would you deepen your understanding of that person? What could you do, say, 

or offer? 
• What questions would you like to ask her or him? 
• How would you listen in such a way to invite the other person to trust you to share 

more personal information? 
Once the group has developed a list of questions and ideas, invite someone new to join 
the group—perhaps another person at the camp with whom the group is relatively 
unfamiliar or someone from the wider community (such as a local shopkeeper or a camp 
board member) who is willing to serve as a volunteer. When the person arrives, have two 
of your group members try out some of the strategies the group has discussed. Invite the 
rest of the group to be careful observers and to make note of what things seemed to take 
the conversation to deeper levels and what were obstacles to getting to know the person 
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better. Give the pair 15 minutes to get to know your guest better. At the end, invite the 
two interviewers to share their reflections on the conversation.  
Discuss the following questions: 
• What did you feel were helpful questions and approaches? What were not? 
• What went well in getting to know the person? 
• What might they have done differently?  
Then invite the observers to reflect on the same questions. Have the group refine their list 
accordingly. 
 
Getting to know your other neighbor 
Have the campers work in pairs. Direct each pair to find a quiet place away from others 
to talk. Challenge each pair to get to know each other a bit better by using strategies they 
have been learning. Alert all that they will be asked to share something new they’ve 
learned about the other person; they should be sure that person is comfortable having the 
information shared with the whole group. Give the pairs 10 to 15 minutes for this 
exercise. Invite everyone to come back together and discuss the following questions. 
• Being careful not to betray confidences, what new information or insights did you 

gain about your partner? 
• How will this new information help you understand and care for the other person 

better than you could before? 
 
Called 
Ask a volunteer to read Matthew 5:38-48. This is a heady text and one that is probably 
better for campers to look at as well as hear, so encourage them to look at their Bibles as 
the volunteer reads. On a piece of chart paper, draw a line down the middle to create two 
columns. At the top of the left-hand column write: “If this happens…”; at the top of the 
right-hand column write: “…do this.” For this exercise, walk through the text, verse by 
verse, from verse 38 to verse 44. (Note: Verse 44 is not the end of the text.) This exercise 
should help campers recognize the contrasts that Jesus sets up for the listener in this text. 
Your chart should look something like this: 
If this happens… …do this. 
Strikes you on the right cheek. Turn the other. 
Sues you and takes your coat.  Give your cloak as well. 
Forces you to go one mile. Go the second mile. 
Begs from you. Give to them. 
Borrows from you. Do not refuse them. 
Loves a neighbor; hates an enemy. Love your enemy; pray for your persecutor. 
Once you your chart is made, discuss the following questions. During the discussion, it is 
imperative to help campers realize how difficult, challenging, and nearly impossible these 
sayings are to follow in society today. If campers suggest that these are achievable goals, 
push them in the reality of what they are saying to help them understand just how 
challenging these things are. 
• How realistic are the things that Jesus commands? 
• How do Jesus’ ideas stand in contrast to what others may expect of you? 
• How might following one of these commands make a situation better? 
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• How might following one of these commands make a situation more difficult? 
Next help the group explore what would happen if we really lived the way Jesus is 
suggesting. (Responses are many. We would probably find that we would be taken 
advantage of—that while we were caring for others, no one was caring for us.) And yet 
these sayings are more than hyperbole, which is defined as “a figure of speech in which 
exaggeration is used for emphasis or effect.” Some examples are things like, “I am so 
tired, I could sleep for a year.” “This book weighs a ton.” You might have the group 
come up with some other examples. It is important to realize that Jesus said these things 
to emphasize that the way things are in the world is not what God intended. It is a call to 
a righteousness that is only possible through God’s grace. This is the way the world 
would be if God’s kingdom were fully realized here on earth—something we are called to 
work toward. What Jesus is clear about is that we are to find ways to respond to even the 
most challenging of circumstances with love and to not turn to such temptations as 
retaliation and revenge. And in so doing, we are doing our best to reflect God’s love to 
the world.  
Read verses 43-48 again. Help campers understand that the last part of this text explains 
why we would do things differently than the world expects us to—namely, because it is 
how we reflect God’s love and behave as children of God. Note: It is particularly 
important to help campers recognize that none of us will ever be perfect as our heavenly 
father is perfect (verse 48). Again, Jesus uses hyperbole to challenge us to live differently 
as children of God. 
 
Send 
The good news cast 
Develop a couple of hypothetical news stories that demonstrate creative ways to respond 
to Jesus’ call to behave as children of God and to demonstrate God’s love in the world. 
For instance, a sportscast might show one basketball player flagrantly fouling another 
person. Instead of the other person throwing a punch or retaliating in some way, the 
player might simply walk away and allow the referees to handle the situation. In world 
news, you might have the group wrangle with an ongoing global crisis such as the 
conflict between the Palestinians and Israelis. Have the group brainstorm some new, 
creative, and realistic ways that we might begin to deal with the conflict. You may want 
to offer some scenarios from your local community, as well. Encourage the campers to 
use personal, communal, national, and global examples.  
Have pairs work on a news story. You may want to appoint a news director to coordinate 
the broadcast. Give pairs 15 to 20 minutes to brainstorm and develop their stories, and 
then give the director 15 minutes to coordinate the broadcast. You might even present the 
newscast to another group of campers as a way of helping campers to share what they 
have learned. 
When you have finished with the broadcast, call the group back together. Help them 
debrief the experience: 
• What was challenging about your situation?  
• How did you go about discovering an alternative response to the situation?  
• What biblical texts from the day did you draw on to help?  
• How realistic was your response? What would be the challenges to your response in 

everyday life? How would you work to overcome those challenges? 
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• How can you continue to be involved in responding to situations in your lives and in 
the world, using the biblical principles you have learned? 

• Where could you find and cultivate support for living out a life of faith? 
 
Closing prayer 
Holy God, you are perfect. And in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, your Son, you 
have shown us every perfect gift. We thank you and praise you for giving us the grace, 
the strength, and the gifts of time, talent, and community to live out your will in our lives. 
Show us the way. Help us be bearers of grace, agents of mercy, and proclaimers of 
peace, for the sake of the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Focus question 
How can sharing what God has first given us make a difference in our own lives and in 
the world? 
 
Theme statement 
God’s love for us invites us to be thankful, to trust God for all our needs, to love our 
neighbors, and to share all God has given to us. Sharing what we have and who we are 
can make a difference not only in the lives of others, but also in our own lives. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that God’s love for them in Jesus frees them to share what they have and 

who they are for the sake of the world. 
• feel deep joy in sharing what they have and who they are, recognizing the profound 

impact their sharing can have on the world and themselves. 
• empower young people to be generous and creative in their sharing. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, paper, pens, list of interview questions for the “Gathered” activity. 
 
Gathered 
For this activity, form pairs. Equip each pair with paper and pen and the following list of 
interview questions. 
• How did you first learn about sharing? 
• How do you practice sharing in your daily life? What do you share? With whom do 

you share it? 
• What is good about sharing? What is difficult about sharing? 
• How do you connect sharing to your understanding of God? 
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• What do you wish you were better at sharing? 
Prepare campers to interview invited guests or others in the camp. Have each pair 
brainstorm or role-play the best way to introduce themselves and the theme of sharing. 
Encourage them to be respectful of other people’s time and responses. Have each team 
interview two different people and record their responses. (If you are in a setting where 
there are no other campers and you do not have the ability to invite guests, have the pairs 
interview one another.) Give them 15 to 20 minutes to complete their interviews and 
record their responses. 
Call the group back together and have them share what they learned. When each pair has 
had a chance to share, invite campers to discuss the following questions. 
• What were some common themes and responses? 
• Which responses stand out as being different from the rest? 
• What surprised you about the way in which people responded to your questions? 
• Were there any correlations between how people learned to share and their current 

practices of sharing? 
Explain to the group that in today’s lesson, we will explore how God frees us through 
baptism to share all that we have with those whom God has called us to serve.  
 
Called 
Responding to the presence of Jesus 
Invite campers to work in the same pairs from the previous activity. Have each pair read 
Luke 19:1-10. Encourage them to read the text together several times. You might suggest 
that each person take a turn reading while the other listens. Encourage each pair to attend 
to details about the story. “Who, what, when, where, and why?” may help them gather 
some of the details. They may also want to rehearse the sequence of events in the story. 
When they have spent some time reading the text, have them put the text aside and work 
together to remember as much of the story as they can. 
Next, call the pairs back together and invite the group together to tell the story  
of Jesus and Zacchaeus in as much detail as possible.  
For this exercise in particular, you, the leader, should be very familiar with the biblical 
text. Assist the group in knowing what happens in the text, what order it happens, 
noticing important moves and details, knowing what is not in the text, and what historical 
information is helpful in understanding the text. As the group tells the story, point out the 
following things about each verse: 
Verse 1: Jericho was a city on a main trade route. 
Verse 2: Tax collectors worked for the Roman government, so they would have been part 
of a foreign occupation force. Tax collectors paid the taxes to the Roman government and 
then were responsible for collecting those taxes from the citizens, plus enough money to 
support themselves. Many citizens suspected tax collectors of abusing the system and 
gaining great wealth from the poorest citizens. As a chief tax collector and a wealthy 
man, Zacchaeus would have been a person everybody loved to hate. 
Verse 3: Zacchaeus was a small man. There was a crowd around to observe this 
interaction between Zacchaeus and Jesus. 
Verse 4: Zacchaeus was so eager to see Jesus that he ran and climbed a tree—perhaps an 
odd thing for an important official in the Roman government to do. 
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Verse 5: The text doesn’t tell us whether Jesus and Zacchaeus knew one another, but 
Jesus called him by name, commanded him to come down out of the tree in a hurry, and 
invited himself to Zacchaeus’s house. We learn later in the text that this was part of 
Jesus’ mission to seek out and save the lost. 
Verse 6: Zacchaeus, a wealthy and powerful man, not only obeyed Jesus’ command, but 
was happy to do so. 
Verse 7: The crowd’s response reflected its disdain for Zacchaeus. He was a sinner; they 
grumbled because Jesus went to be a guest in his house—an unusual act for a religious 
man, who was expected to steer clear of sinners. 
Verse 8: Most English translations interpret Zacchaeus’s action in this verse as a future 
action (“I will…”), but the verbs are present tense verbs, suggesting that Zacchaeus’s 
fairness and generosity were things he already practiced. He said that he gives half of his 
possessions to the poor. And if anyone under his care is cheated, he repays them four 
times as much. 
Verse 9: Salvation takes on many different shapes in the Gospels—healing, forgiveness, 
new life, and others. In this case it takes the shape of Jesus’ presence and Zacchaeus’s 
response to give generously and to repay four times over any wrong he has committed. 
Salvation in this text is about sharing wealth. 
Verse 10: This final verse suggests that Zacchaeus, although rich and powerful, was 
“lost” and in need of Jesus’ help. 
 
As any had need… 
Although the primary text for this section of the Bible study will be Acts 2:43-47, the 
context of the Pentecost text (Act 2:1-21) is critical background for understanding the 
primary text. As the leader, be familiar enough with the Pentecost text so that you can 
retell it in your own words. Feel free to tell the story in your own words and as you see 
fit; some suggestions are provided about how you might help campers understand the 
importance of this story. 
Tell campers that you represent the apostles—the disciples whom Jesus had called and 
who had just witnessed the resurrection of Jesus. The campers represent people from all 
over the world—Parthian, Medes, Elamites, and other places. Instead of recreating 
ancient nation states, have each camper name a different country that she or he knows. As 
each camper names a country, explain that he or she stands for that country in the text. If 
possible, identify the language that the people of that nation speak. Note that there is a 
significant language barrier among those in the crowd. Help the campers grasp this 
concept by imagining what it would be like to be in a crowd like that. How would you 
greet the person next to you? How would you find out where to get food? Or find a 
restroom? 
As the apostle, you only know one language (Aramaic), yet when you speak about Jesus, 
about his life, death, and the miracle of resurrection that you have just witnessed, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit each person hears what you have to say in his or her own 
language at the same time. That’s the power of the Holy Spirit at work. 
Invite campers to close their eyes and imagine what the event might have been like. 
Facilitate this by helping the campers imagine what it would have been like to: 
• leave their own home country. 
• travel to another country to find out what all the fuss about Jesus was about. 
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• encounter thousands of people, from many different places, who spoke different 
languages. 

• hear about God’s deeds of power in Jesus all at the same time. 
What would that have been like? How would you feel? 
Next debrief the experience of the story by helping campers identify that this was a 
“mountaintop experience” for those who were gathered. So powerful was this event, that 
3,000 people were baptized (Acts 2:41) that same day. Have them share a mountaintop 
experience of their own—a rock concert, the last night of camp, a special gathering of 
friends or family, for example. Ask campers how they felt coming off of the 
“mountaintop.” How did they feel a week later? A year later? 
For most people the experience of a mountaintop experience cannot be sustained. Highly 
charged emotional experiences often fade and don’t take root. They become nice 
memories that people sometimes attempt to recreate, but often they just leave us feeling 
empty or disappointed. 
This experience was different. Because the crowd experienced the Holy Spirit at work 
and grew to understand the power of God’s work in raising Jesus from the dead, they 
were changed forever. The following text helps us understand how they responded to the 
extraordinary power they had experienced. 
Have campers turn in their Bibles to Acts 2:43-47. Read the text while campers follow 
along in their own Bibles. After reading the text, work with the group to answer the 
following questions: 
• Who were the members of this early Christian community? (Those who believed. The 

apostles are clearly part of this group, but the text says that everyone was awed by 
the many signs and wonders they were performing. The community was significantly 
broader than the apostles and may have included some who were present at 
Pentecost.) 

• How did this particular community provide for those who were in need? (They would 
sell all their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 
need.) 

• How did they praise God? (They spent much time together in the temple. They broke 
bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts.) 

• How does God respond to the actions of this community? (Day by day, the Lord 
added to their number those who were being saved.) 

 
Sent 
Where are you stationed? 
Everything we have is a gift from God. God gives us the gift of baptism, so that we might 
serve our neighbors (near and far), using all of our gifts and resources. Serving others is 
what our whole lives are to be about.  
Station was a term that Martin Luther used to describe the different aspects of a person’s 
life. He used this term to help articulate the places where God calls us through baptism to 
live out our Christian faith. For this exercise, invite each camper to make a list of the 
following stations: school (or work, for adults), family, friends, civic life (volunteer work 
in the community), church. For each category have campers identify ways they serve 
others. You may need to help them get started thinking about what they have to list under 
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each category. Give them 10 minutes to complete this task. Next invite all to share three 
things they listed (under any category). 
 
Improving your stations in life 
As a group, have campers make a list of what they perceive as the world’s needs (food, 
peace, and so on). Most groups will come up with fairly altruistic lists, but encourage 
them to think about the mundane things that need to be accomplished as well, such as 
picking up the garbage. 
Next have campers pair up. Have each person help the other make a list of his or her gifts 
and talents, such as being a piano player or a compassionate person, having organization 
or conflict-resolution skills, and so on.  
Then, studying the list of the world’s needs and the campers’ own lists of gifts and 
talents, invite everyone to imagine what kinds of things they would like to be doing in 
five years in each of their stations. Each person should take a turn, with the other person 
asking questions and helping the other to imagine interesting possibilities. Encourage the 
pairs to set five realistic goals and to list those on a piece of paper. 
 
Closing prayer 
Giving God, you give us so many gifts for sharing. Thank you for the gift of life; the gift 
of our time, talent, and resources; and, most of all, the gift of your Son, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Help us cultivate our gifts and use them wisely for the sake of those who are in 
need. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
Senior High Take-along 
Day 1: Called to be Loved 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24 
 
Gathered 
Form groups of three or four. Allow each group a few minutes to brainstorm a list of song 
titles, lyrics, or advertisements they know with the word love in them. When they are 
finished, bring the groups back together. Move from group to group, having each group 
name or sing one song at a time. 
 
Called 
Form two groups: “fathers” and “sons.” Ask the campers to listen to the story from the 
perspective of the biblical character they have been assigned. Read Luke 15:11-24. 
Discuss the story from the characters’ perspectives. 
 
Sent 
Consider as a group the conditional love that we experience when we walk the way of the 
world. Do we ever really want to get what we deserve? How does love change when we 
walk the way of God? Read and discuss Romans 8:31-39 and Romans 5:6-8. 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
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Bible basis 
John 6:1-15 
 
Gathered 
Read Psalm 100. What does this say about the gifts that God has given us? (God made us 
and we are God’s, God’s love and faithfulness endures to all generations.) How does it 
call us to respond? (By making a joyful noise and praising God.) 
 
Called 
Have campers turn in their Bibles to John 6:1-15. Ask for volunteers to play the 
following parts: narrator, Jesus, Philip, Andrew. The rest of the group plays the crowd. 
Present the story by having each of the characters read the appointed parts. Discuss the 
story. 
 
Sent 
Invite the campers to form pairs. Tell them that this is a timed exercise and the pair with 
the longest and most unique list wins. Have each pair work together to come up with as 
many things as possible that they are thankful for and write them on their paper. 
Encourage the pairs to list the things God provides for our health and well-being and to 
leave out the more consumer-related things. 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52 
 
Gathered 
As a group discuss: Whom in your life do you trust? What makes a person trustworthy? 
What makes a person untrustworthy? Have you ever had to regain someone’s trust? How 
hard was it to do? 
 
Called 
Read Mark 10:46-52. Ask each person in the group to recall a word or phrase that stood 
out for them. Read the text a second time. Ask each person in the group to share 
something new they heard in the text this time. Read the story a third time. Ask each 
person in the group to share a question or something that was confusing to them about the 
text. Finally, ask for a volunteer to recount the story, invite the rest of the group to help 
that person fill in the details. 
 
Sent 
Through the eyes of faith we see the world differently. How does faith in Jesus help you? 
When does faith seem impossible? Encourage campers to share personal faith stories. 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48 
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Gathered 
Take a few minutes as a group to think about how a person goes about getting to know a 
neighbor. As a group, think about some ways you might get to know a person better when 
you know only his or her name and basic information. How would you deepen your 
understanding of that person? What questions would you like to ask him or her? What 
kinds of things could you do, say, or offer? How would you listen in such a way to invite 
the other person to trust you to share more personal information? 
 
Called 
Ask for a volunteer to read Matthew 5:38-48. Invite the group to keep track of the “If this 
happens…” “…do this” requests made by Jesus. How realistic are the things that Jesus 
commands? How do Jesus’ ideas stand in contrast to what others may expect of you? 
How might following one of these commands make a situation better? How might 
following one of these commands make a situation more difficult? 
 
Send 
Invite campers to identify some of the unloving situations in the world. What would Jesus 
suggest based on today’s Bible story? What do you think would happen if world leaders 
followed Jesus’ advice? 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10 
 
Gathered 
How did you first learn about sharing? How do you practice sharing in your daily life? 
What do you share? With whom do you share it? What is good about sharing? What is 
difficult about sharing? How do you connect sharing to your understanding of God? 
What do you wish you were better at sharing? 
 
Called 
Read Luke 19:1-10 three times, giving the following assignments to the campers: first 
reading, share a word or phrase that jumps out at you; second reading, share an emotion 
the text stirs in you; third reading, share how the text affects your daily life. 
 
Sent 
Station was a term that Martin Luther used to describe the different aspects of a person's 
life. Invite each camper to consider the following stations: school (or work, for adults), 
family, friends, civic life (volunteer work in the community), and church member. For 
each category, have campers identify ways they serve others. 
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Adult 
Introduction 
The term called is often overused in the church and quite frequently loses its power. In 
fact, it is a term that over the years has gathered many meanings. In the dictionary, the 
word call has no fewer than 31 definitions. We use it in every aspect of life, from sports 
(“The ref made a bad call”) to bill paying (“The bank called in the loan”). We reference 
our children (“We call her Sydney”) and start meetings (“The meeting was called at  
7 p.m.”). But most frequently today when we use the word call, we are referring to 
telephone conversations. The term has come to carry most of its meaning in what is 
perhaps its youngest definition.  
There was a time when getting a phone call was a special thing—a time when a town had 
one phone, and if you received a call someone came to find you and took you quickly to 
the phone. But today, the phone has taken over our lives. Many of us have more than one. 
Calls are no longer a special occurrence. In fact, they are often more of a nuisance, so 
much so that now we look to see who’s calling before we decide whether to answer. The 
sense of urgency concerning the word call has disappeared. 
The dictionary does mention call in reference to vocation. It says: “an inner urging 
toward a certain action or profession, especially to be a priest, minister, etc.” The 
problem is they’ve missed the point. God’s call is not an “inner urging” in any way. 
Perhaps we deem it such because that’s where we often first notice it, but God’s call is 
more than an urging. Perhaps the word commission is a better term. It’s defined as “that 
which one is authorized to do for another” or “to give an order to do.” God’s call in our 
lives is imperative. It lives itself out in every action that we take. While many of the 
participants you will interact with may be realizing for the first time that God calls people 
to action, others may have a solid understanding of how God’s call takes shape in their 
lives. There may also be individuals who utilize a phrase like “God is calling me” to 
justify an action in their lives. Don’t feel you have to be the keeper of Christian sanctity 
in this study. If you have a comfortable group, the ebb and flow of conversation will pull 
you back to middle ground. 
There are so many factors that determine perspective. Both internal and external forces 
shape the vision we have of the world around us. When we take time to remove ourselves 
from our normal point of view, to step away from the noise and haste that cloud our 
perspective, we can again hear the still, small voice of God calling us. Calling us to 
action. Calling us to change perspective. 
In this study, we’ll open ourselves to a change in perspective as we hear God calling. 
We’ll recognize the unique desire God has for us as Christians to be loved. God created 
us, and God loves us. In Scripture we read, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39 King James Version) This love 
freely given from God allows us to be open to God’s call for us to be thankful, faithful, 
loving people who freely share this love with others. 
 
Objectives 
This study will help adult campers and leaders: 
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• recognize through Scripture the unique perspective they have as Christians regarding 
what God desires for them in their lives.  

• explore how God’s call for their lives shapes their interactions with others and 
themselves. 

• contemplate where they can further live out God’s call for them. 
 
Working with adult campers 
Gaining comfort and trust among the members of your group is essential to a positive 
study experience. Set some ground rules for how you will interact with one another. A 
good one to follow is: Do unto others as you would have done to you. Also, to encourage 
dialogue, have everyone commit to respecting the privacy of others—what is said in the 
community stays in the community unless there is a danger that forces otherwise. 
The adult participants in this study come with a life full of experience to share. Let their 
conversations about the texts be central to the study. See yourself as facilitator more than 
teacher. Look for ways to include everyone in the conversations, recognizing that for 
many, the natural inclination may be to observe until they are comfortable enough to 
speak. Also recognize that silence is not always a bad thing. Allow a few seconds after a 
prompting question for someone to formulate a thought and begin to speak. This will lead 
to a more productive conversation. 
Prepare yourself for the study by: 
• praying. 
• becoming familiar with the materials and Bible texts prior to leading the session. 
• creating a safe, comfortable environment. 
• encouraging and interjecting humor. 
• being familiar with your camp’s facilities, rules, and customs. 
• maintaining the role of facilitator. 
 
Retreat suggestions 
• Friday evening: Do one or more of the “First Night” icebreaker activities. Then 

introduce the theme for the weekend, and read the Day 1 scripture text from the Bible 
study. Close with the Day 1 “Daily Watch” devotional activity and the closing prayer 
from the Day 1 Bible study. 

• Saturday morning: Use the Day 2 Bible study materials. Conclude with the Day 3 
“Daily Watch” activity, and use the Bible study closing prayer from Day 3.  

• Saturday afternoon: Use the Day 4 Bible study materials. 
• Saturday evening: Use the Day 4 “Daily Watch” activity as your evening devotional. 
• Sunday morning: Use the Day 5 Bible study materials, closing your session with 

worship. 
 
General retreat hints 
Remember that time to relax is essential to our ability to open our hearts and minds to 
learning. Provide plenty of free time. Remember that this study is designed for use in a 
unique setting; don’t give in to the temptation of doing it just like it would be at home. 
Challenge yourself to provide a perspective-changing experience.  
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First Night 
Even adults are sometimes nervous and intimidated when they’re in new surroundings 
with new people. Right about now it’s probably hitting some of them that they’ve given 
up the comfort of their homes and daily activities for a week with strangers in a strange 
place. Fatigue may be setting in as they are recovering from a drive and the preparation it 
took to get there. Tonight should be all about community. Make getting to know one 
another the primary goal. Also be sure to address daily schedules, property orientation, 
and rules. 
 
Who am I? 
Have everyone in your group find a partner. Have the partners decide who goes first, then 
have them spend three minutes each telling about themselves. When both partners have 
had an opportunity to share, gather the group again in a circle and pass out an index card 
to each person. Without allowing them to talk, have participants write down everything 
they learned about their partners, without including the partner’s name or the names of 
the partner’s spouse or children. At the bottom of the card have them write their partner’s 
name (purely for you, the facilitator). Collect all the cards and mix them in a hat. Then 
pull one card and read the description (but do not read the name). See if anyone in the 
room can guess which person the card is describing. The fun in this game is that very 
often even the person written about does not know he or she is the one being described. 
The lesson in this game is communication—how we convey ourselves, and how we listen 
to others. It can introduce the idea of perspective. 
 
Listen! God Is Calling 
Review the theme of the week, “Listen! God Is Calling,” using the theme verse, 2 
Timothy 1:9. Explain to the campers that God calls us in all aspects of our lives to the 
work that has been set out for us. 
Form groups of three. Ask participants to share within their groups their understanding of 
what it means to be “called” by God, and how God calls us. Gather as a group and allow 
the small groups to share their conversations with the larger community. 
Introduce the five daily themes: 
• Called to Be Loved 
• Called to Gratitude 
• Called to Faith 
• Called to Love 
• Called to Share 
Explain to the group that God loves us beyond measure, and that God’s love is a gift. In 
fact, God calls us to be loved. With that love comes a further call for our lives to be filled 
with thankfulness, faithfulness, love, and the desire to share with and serve our 
community. 
Review the schedule for tomorrow, reminding campers where you’ll meet the next time 
you gather. 
 
Closing prayer 
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Loving God, for the gifts of today and all days we give you thanks. We thank you for the 
opportunity to come to this place and experience your creation and your word. We ask 
that you open our hearts and minds to you. May this be a time of growth in us so we 
might better serve you in this world. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Daily Watch 
“Daily Watch” is a time for reflection on what the group will (or did) explore in Bible 
study that day. It’s an opportunity for individual reflection, combined with a small group 
experience. Encourage campers to use the journals during these times of reflections. If 
campers do not have journals, make a simple booklet by binding sheets of paper together. 
Make this a relaxed time to be together, focused on the common themes of: “How am I 
doing today?” “What have I experienced?” “How do I connect with these people?” 
“Where is God in my life today?” 
“Daily Watch” times reinforce daily themes and give adults a chance to start or 
reenergize a habit of personal devotional time each day. For some, this will be a familiar 
and welcome part of the day. Others may not be sure about doing this. Keep the tone 
relaxed and assure the “silent partners” that participating by observing and listening is 
valuable and there is no right or wrong way to participate as long as everyone respects the 
others in the group. 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Materials: Bibles, journals, pens. 
In a quiet and comfortable outdoor setting, gather the group and read together Psalm 
139:13-18. 
Invite the campers to take 15 minutes alone to reflect on the following questions. 
Encourage them to write or draw in their journals. 
• How does knowing that God knew you before you were born change your interaction 

with God? 
• Since God is the creator of all things, is there anything we can do separate ourselves 

from God’s love? 
• Remember a time when you have felt the most distant from God. What caused that 

feeling? 
After this personal time, gather the group and encourage the campers to share where they 
went in their spiritual journeys during the quiet time. 
Once conversation quiets down, invite campers to consider the psalmist’s use of the word 
ordained: 
• What is the meaning of the word ordained? 
• How do we use it today? 
• Are we ordained? 
Close with a prayer that gives thanks for God’s ever-present love and the joy that we 
know as recipients of that love. 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Materials: Bibles, journals, pens, permanent markers. 
In a quiet and comfortable outdoor setting, gather the group and read together Psalm 103. 
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Invite the campers to take time to journal alone, reflecting on the following questions. 
• What are you thankful for? 
• When was the last time you publicly gave thanks to God with a phrase such as 

“Thanks be to God”? For something good that has happened? 
• How can I better give thanks to God? 
Gathering the group together, invite them to share whatever has risen for them. Then 
reflect on this question: 
• What would life be like if we thanked God in the same manner that we celebrated a 

touchdown in a football game or the winning pull on a slot machine? 
A worry stone is a small stone that you carry in your pocket to rub with your thumb in 
times of stress. Invite the participants to find a small stone. With the permanent markers, 
have them write on the stones something for which they are thankful. By carrying the 
stone in a pocket for one week, each participant can give thanks to God for the item 
written on the stone each time he or she touches it. Encourage all to reflect in their 
journals at the end of that week what it was like to be so focused on being thankful. 
Close with a prayer, allowing all in the group an opportunity to offer thanks for the gifts 
in their lives. 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Materials: Bibles, journals, pens. 
In a quiet and comfortable outdoor setting, gather the group and read together Hebrews 
11:1-40. 
There are two kinds of rules in our lives: real rules and implied rules. Real rules are the 
absolute truths that we live by. For example: If I hit my hand with a hammer, my hand 
will hurt. If I steal and get caught, I will be punished. Implied rules are the rules that we 
or others place on each other based on perspective. For example: I can’t run a marathon 
because I’m too old. I can’t read in church because I’m not a good speaker. The text from 
Hebrews gives example after example of people, through faith, breaking the rules implied 
in their lives. 
As a group create a list of needs in the community. (You can define community by 
whatever boundary you think is appropriate: camp, town, state/province, church body, 
congregation.) Talk about what is keeping those things from being met. How do real 
rules, and implied rules, affect it? 
Allow the group, members alone time to journal on the following question: 
• What would I be doing right now if I were acting on faith? 
Close with a prayer asking for the strength to be faithful people of God. 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Materials: Bibles, journals, pens, poster board, markers. 
In a quiet and comfortable outdoor setting, gather the group and read together Romans 
12:9-21. 
The text from Romans gives us a list of things to do to or with one another as loving 
members of God’s family (for example: to be joyful in hope). As a group, list on the 
poster board all of the items from Romans, discussing them as they arise. 
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Then allow time for participants to journal about each item listed. They should include 
one example of how they are currently living out that item, and what more they could do. 
Bring the group back together and offer a time for sharing. 
Close with a prayer that gives thanks for the opportunity to live joyful and loving lives. 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Materials: Bibles, journals, pens, blank cards, envelopes. 
In a quiet and comfortable outdoor setting, gather the group and read together Proverbs 
21:26. 
If you were to reinterpret this text, you might say, “Because we have been given so much, 
we are able to give freely of ourselves.” God has blessed us with more than we will ever 
need, and requires only that we do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. 
Have the participants take a few moments to journal on the following questions. 
• How am I sharing God’s love with others? 
• Who in my world is in need of God’s love? 
At the end of their journaling time, give each participant two cards and two envelopes. 
Invite them to write one card to a person they named as needing God’s love to share a 
message of hope. On the other card, have them write a brief statement to themselves 
reminding them to be sharers of the Word in the world. They should mail the first card to 
the person or deliver it personally. Have them give you the card they have written to 
themselves, and send it to them one week after your session is over. 
Close with the following prayer or one of your own. 
Lord God of our salvation, it is your will that all people might come to you through your 
Son Jesus Christ. Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his 
forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection. We pray in his name. Amen. (LBW, p. 46) 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Focus question 
What can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ? 
 
Theme statement 
God loves us without condition. There is nothing we can do to earn it, and nothing we 
can do to lose it. Before anything else, God calls us to be loved by God! 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand what it means to be children of a God who loves them no matter what. 
• experience the love of God revealed in the Bible story.  
• sense and celebrate God’s extraordinary love for them. 
 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Materials 
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Bibles, worship books such as Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW), With One Voice, 
Worship and Praise, Renewing Worship.  
 
Gathered 
Opening reflection 
As the group gathers, take a few minutes to pause and reflect on God’s presence in our 
lives. Ask the campers to get comfortable and silently reflect on their experiences the past 
day. The question for today is: When did I feel most loved today? 
After a few moments for reflection, encourage everyone to share. 
 
A glimpse of God 
Form pairs of discussion partners. Ask each camper to take several minutes to think of a 
person who has shown God’s love to him or her in tangible ways through a supportive 
gesture, encouragement in a difficult time, or care in a crisis. Remind them to be specific 
about the details, and be sure to have them include details about how that gesture of love 
affected them. Encourage them to answer this question: How was this a glimpse of God 
for you? Allow 10 minutes for the pairs to share their stories with each other. 
 
Called 
Our prodigal God 
Set the stage for this activity by reminding your group that today’s theme is “Called to Be 
Loved.” Have each camper find Luke 15:11-24. 
This is the story commonly called “The Prodigal Son.” Some prefer to call it the story of 
“The Waiting Father.” The name we give the story affects how we read it. Note that we’ll 
look at it from both perspectives in just a little while. 
It’s possible that some in your group may not understand what the word prodigal means. 
It can mean to squander, be recklessly wasteful, profuse in giving, exceedingly abundant, 
or lavish. Spend a little time discussing the word and how these meanings might affect 
one’s understanding of the Luke 15 story. Note that some of these meanings sound more 
negative while others seem more positive. 
Once you’ve discussed these possible meanings, have each person read the story silently. 
After all are finished, ask the group to count off by threes. Now have each group gather 
according to number and wait for your instruction.  
Once assembled in the three groups, say that each group will now read Luke 15:11-24 
again, out loud. Have each group choose a strong reader. Suggest that everyone follow 
along in the Bible. Before they actually read the text, though, tell them that each group 
will examine the story from a particular point of view: Group 1 will pay close attention to 
the young son—what he says, how he acts, his attitude, his perception of the world, and 
his priorities. Group 2 will pay close attention to the father—what he does, what he 
thinks, how he responds at the beginning of the story and at the end. Group 3 will 
examine the story for words or phrases that might carry a deeper, even hidden, 
meaning—for example, the ring is not just an object of jewelry but it is a symbol of 
honor, a public sign of power and authority, perhaps an official seal by which he is 
permitted to act on behalf of his father and his father’s estate. Each group will keep track 
of its own observations. 
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Allow plenty of time for the groups to work with the story and compile their findings. 
Then reassemble as a large group and have each small group share its findings.  
After all three groups have presented, discuss with the whole group the new insights that 
stand out for them. Are there any other Bible stories that remind them of the extravagance 
told about in this parable (such as the farmer who lavishly scatters seed on the soil 
[Matthew 13:1-9])? Call attention especially to the unconditional love expressed by the 
father to the son. Ask the group, “In what ways does this parable shed light on who God 
is and how God shows love for us?”  
Now personalize the reading by asking how participants see themselves in the story. 
Suggested approaches include:  
• Tell about a time you behaved like a prodigal son (or daughter), taking your share of 

the inheritance and going away. What was that experience like for you? For others? 
• Describe a time when you came to your senses. How did that change things? How did 

you act on this change of heart? What were the results? 
• Report a situation in which you have experienced the unconditional love of God. 

What difference did that make in your life? In the lives of others? 
 
Baptism 
If time allows, distribute a worship book and have participants open to the rite of Holy 
Baptism (such as LBW, pp. 121-125). If Holy Baptism is a sacrament of grace as we 
believe it is, then it will be interesting to have the group look for parallels between this 
story of the prodigal son and the rite for Holy Baptism: 
• Where and how is the “prodigal” love of God bestowed on us? 
• How and with what words are we clothed with the royal title “child of God”? 
• How is baptism a sacrament in which we are brought from death to life (“For this son 

of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” [Luke 15:24])? 
• In the rite for Holy Baptism, where do we catch a glimpse of God? 
Underscore that Holy Baptism, like the welcome embrace of the waiting father in the 
parable, is not about our own doing but the doing of a God who deeply loves us and 
chooses us as sons and daughters. Holy Baptism is God’s gift. As the prodigal son was 
given royal treatment, in Holy Baptism we are given royal treatment, even named “little 
Christs” and marked with the cross of Christ. And, as with the prodigal son who’s come 
home to all the rights and privileges as an heir to his father’s estate (again), we now have 
all the rites and privileges as “children of the same heavenly Father.” Discuss these 
insights. 
 
More love 
Form four small groups; assign each group one of the additional Bible readings (Isaiah 
49:14-16a; Psalm 139:13-18; Romans 8:31-39; Romans 5:6-8). Ask each person to first 
read his or her group’s text silently. Then one person within each group should read the 
text aloud. Have each group, working from the text, create a slogan or ad that captures 
what the text says about God’s love. Bring the groups together and have each group read 
its text and then share the slogan or ad the group developed. Discuss as a group what else 
the various texts say about the love of God.  
(Isaiah says that though sometimes even parents might forget about their children, God 
will not; Psalm 139 indicates that God knows us even before we are born and is always 
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with us; Romans 8 says that nothing in all of creation can separate us from the love of 
God; Romans 5 indicates that even while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.) 
In your own words, help the campers understand that no matter what they have done, 
where they have been, or how they have been treated, God receives them with open arms, 
loves them without condition, and celebrates that they are God’s own children. 
 
Sent 
We sing of love 
If you did not already do so, distribute worship books that include a hymn index (LBW, 
With One Voice, Worship and Praise, Renewing Worship) to everyone in the group. Have 
participants open to the hymn index at the back of the book. Look for the subject “love.” 
Then note which hymns are listed under that subject heading. If several different worship 
books are used, have one person read the hymn list for each book.  
Now have each person choose one hymn from the list (under subject “love”) and read the 
lyrics of that hymn silently, looking for words or phrases that refer to God’s love for us. 
After each one has had time to review a hymn, ask that each one read aloud the portion of 
the lyrics that express God’s love for us. (Some may not find such words or phrases. The 
hymn chosen may express our love for God instead. That’s all right. Have them read the 
words anyway and make note of this detail.) Encourage participants to note the way 
hymns function to express the character of God. Challenge them to look for these clues 
whenever they sing hymns in worship.  
Finally, choose one of the hymns you’ve just examined to sing together before finishing 
today’s lesson, ideally one that clearly expresses God’s abundant love for us. If you are 
not confident in leading the song, ask a member of the group to lead the singing. If no 
one is comfortable leading the singing, then speak the lyrics in unison.  
 
Closing prayer 
Loving God, you promise that nothing in all of creation can separate us from your love in 
Jesus, who is our Savior. Even so, we imagine that there are things that stand between us 
and your love—our fears, doubts, struggles, and mistakes. Help us trust that even as the 
father embraced the son and celebrated his return without condemnation or condition, 
you race toward us each and every day with a love beyond our wildest imagination. You 
lift the burdens from our backs and set us free. Thank for your love and for all the things 
you daily provide to sustain us in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Focus question 
How do we respond to the knowledge that God loves us absolutely and without 
condition? 
 
Theme statement 
Because God loves us, God calls us. It is a gift from God, this call, and it flows from love 
that is both without condition and beyond our understanding. Our first response to this 
gift is gratitude, the thankfulness that one feels when one is given a wonderful and 
unexpected gift. Gratitude appreciates God’s gifts and recognizes that they are enough; it 
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reminds us that we are called to appreciate what we have been given and not recklessly 
consume more than what we need. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that their response to the gift of God’s call is simply to give thanks to God 

for the gift. 
• experience the deep gratitude of one who has been given a gift beyond measure. 
• practice gratitude in the many and various opportunities of the day. 
 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, chart paper, markers, small table, notepaper, pens, envelopes, postage stamps, 
basket. 
 
Gathered 
Opening reflection 
As the group gathers, take a few minutes to pause and reflect on God’s presence in our 
lives. Ask the campers to get comfortable and silently reflect on their experiences the past 
day. The question for today is: When did I feel most grateful today? After a few moments 
for reflection, encourage everyone to share. 
 
Expressions of gratitude 
Remind the group that today’s theme centers on our being called to gratitude. Ask the 
group to help you compile a list of characteristics and behaviors that demonstrate a 
person is grateful. List as many specific items as possible on a piece of chart paper. (You 
may want to choose a member of the group to be a recorder.) Title this list 
“Characteristics of Gratefulness Demonstrated by Others.” Give campers enough time to 
think of ideas and make sure everyone has a chance to respond.  
Now add a second list, this time more personal in nature. Ask campers to name ways they 
themselves express gratitude. Remind them to be as specific as possible. Title this list 
“Ways I Show Gratitude.” 
Note the similarities or differences between the two lists. Briefly discuss whether it’s 
easy or difficult to express gratitude. Why? Why not? Finish this part of the exercise with 
this question: “In your opinion, what’s the source of an attitude of gratitude?”  
Do not hurry the conversation. Make sure all who wish to say something have a chance to 
do so. If it is not mentioned by one or more of the participants, be sure to say that for 
Christians, the source of gratitude is God’s grace made evident in the numerous gifts—
life, health, work, family, faith, creation, freedom, and more—that we experience day by 
day. 
To conclude, invite the campers to take a stroll around the camp on their own. As they do 
so, ask that they reflect on what they’ve just discussed. Ask them to find an object from 
nature—being careful not to remove living vegetation or destroy something—that 
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reminds them of their gratefulness to God and others. Have them return within 10 
minutes with their found objects. They will place the objects on a table you’ve prepared. 
This will become a temporary altar of gratitude that helps focus attention on the theme of 
the day and the Bible study to come. There is no need for participants to explain what 
their objects are or why they chose them. They are placed on the table as visual and 
tangible pieces of a greater gratitude. 
 
Called 
A bountiful feast 
Invite the campers to follow along in their own Bibles as you read John 6:1-15. Be sure to 
ready slowly and loudly enough so all can hear the story. Now ask the group to look for 
the details: 
• In this account of the feeding of 5,000 people, what gifts are given? By whom? For 

whom? 
• Look for signs of gratitude in this text. Who gives thanks? For what is gratitude 

given? How do we know? (There may be subtle evidence of gratitude buried in the 
story that may be difficult to detect. Still, these subtle details may add richness to 
your discussion.) Point out that the large crowd that followed Jesus (verse 2) may 
well suggest gratefulness for the miracles Jesus had been performing as well as 
enthusiasm for Jesus’ charismatic teaching. It’s also worth noting that the Passover 
itself, the festival of the Jews (verse 4), is the annual meal of celebration and 
thanksgiving acknowledging their being set free from bondage. Passover recalls what 
was then and what is now—a theme that is repeated annually as part of the 
celebratory feast. The fact that those who ate were satisfied (verse 12) suggests a 
fullness that is accompanied by gratefulness. Spend plenty of time looking for these 
subtle details. 

• John compares the disciples’ focus on scarcity (“Six months’ wages would not buy 
enough bread for each of them to get a little,” verse 7) with Jesus’ focus on 
abundance (“Gather up the fragments left over,” verse 12). Discuss how often our 
view is similar to the early disciples’. 

• Jesus seems to be the only one explicitly grateful (“Then Jesus took the loaves, and 
when he had given thanks,” verse 11) in this text. But we don’t know what exactly he 
said or how precisely he expressed his gratitude. What do you suppose he prayed 
when he gave thanks to God for the five barley loaves and two fish? Take time to 
compose a prayer of thanks that Jesus might have prayed. 

• The Christian liturgy retells the story of God, who is active in the world, and recalls 
specific words and actions of Jesus. Do you see any similarities between this gesture 
of Jesus (“When he had given thanks, he distributed them,” verse 11) and the 
eucharistic prayer offered by the pastor before Holy Communion is served? Talk 
about those similarities. 

• The story of Jesus feeding 5,000 people underscores the bountiful gifts God gives. 
These gifts feed, satisfy, and are never depleted. In what way has God fed and  

satisfied you more than you ever imagined possible? 
Wrap up this discussion by reviewing the gifts that are given in this miracle; the subtle 
signs of gratitude included in the telling of the story; the difference between a life that 
focuses on scarcity and one that emphasizes abundance; the gratefulness Jesus 
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exemplifies; connections with liturgy and the eucharist; and the experiences we have of 
God satisfying our needs. 
 
Living a life of gratitude 
Form two groups. Ask one person in each group to be a reader, another to be reporter. 
Group 1 will read Colossians 3:12-17. Group 2 will read Philippians 4:4-7. These 
readings are almost like doxologies in praise of God. The thankfulness of the authors is 
explicit.  
Invite each group to read the assigned text and then discuss ways in which the reading 
might serve as a commentary on the “loaves and fishes” story from John 6. Notice in 
each reading what is given as the reason for gratitude and how thanksgiving is 
specifically expressed in daily life. (Hint: Colossians: Clothe yourselves and be thankful; 
Philippians: Do not worry and rejoice.) Discuss. 
Ten to 15 minutes should be sufficient for this exercise. Call both groups back together 
and ask reporters to summarize their findings.  
 
Psalm 100 
Have campers to turn in their Bibles to Psalm 100. Ask them to find a quiet place by 
themselves and read the psalm aloud several times, paying attention to the different ways 
in which the psalmist expresses thanks to God. Then have them think about the ways in 
which they would express the profound gratitude to God that the psalmist feels. In other 
words, how would they give voice to their own thanksgiving to God? Some may make a 
joyful noise, some may notice sounds that the creation makes, some may give thanks 
through song, and some may offer prayers of thanks. Encourage them to be both genuine 
and creative in their responses. After 10 minutes, call the group back together and invite 
them to share their responses. Then have a volunteer from the group read the final verse 
of Psalm 100 and have the group respond as loudly as they can, “Thanks be to God!” 
 
Sent 
You’ve got mail! 
Provide notepaper, an envelope, and a pen  
for each camper. Invite each camper to find a quiet spot on the campsite to write a brief 
letter of gratitude to God on the paper provided. Assure the campers that no one will see 
this letter. In fact, have them address the envelope to themselves at their home address 
and, once the letter is finished, have them fold and insert the letter into the envelope and 
seal it. Allow about 15 minutes for this activity.  
Then reassemble the whole group. Campers will bring the envelopes bearing the letters to 
the gathering area. Place a large basket on the table of found objects of gratitude (from 
the “Gathered” activity). Ask each person to bring the sealed envelope bearing her or his 
prayer of gratitude forward and place it in the basket as a sign of gratitude to God for this 
time together. After the closing prayer put sufficient postage on each envelope and place 
in the outgoing mail. In a few days participants will receive the envelope at home as a 
reminder of their experience at camp. 
 
Closing prayer 
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Gather campers together in a circle. Explain to them that you are going to invite each of 
them to offer thanks to God. Assure them that the prayer can be just a word, or it can be a 
whole list of things. Begin the prayer by thanking God for each of the campers. Go 
around the circle and give each camper an opportunity to offer a prayer or thanks  
to God. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Focus question 
How does faith enable us to follow and trust God? 
 
Theme statement 
God loves us unconditionally. We respond to this love not only by our gratitude, but also 
by living lives of faith. God calls us to faith and even creates faith in us so that we have 
the strength to trust in and follow God. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that faith, the strength to trust God’s promises, is a gift of God. 
• discover that God is unfailing, that God’s promises are true, and that God gives them 

the strength to believe these things and follow in the way of Christ. 
• respond in faith when other voices call and other pressures are put on them. 
 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles, paper, pencils, pens, crayons, markers, chart paper, Lutheran Book of Worship 
(LBW), card stock, paper punch, ribbon or cord. 
 
Gathered 
Opening reflection 
As the group gathers, ask each person to take a few minutes to pause and reflect on God’s 
presence in their lives. Ask them to get comfortable and silently reflect on their 
experience the past day. The question for today is: When was I most aware of God’s 
presence today? After a few moments, encourage everyone to share. 
 
My spiritual journey 
Give each person a piece of drawing paper. Provide an assortment of pens, pencils, 
crayons, and markers. Instruct the campers to take one or more of the writing tools they 
like best. Once everyone has the required supplies, ask each person to create a visual time 
line of her or his spiritual journey. The more creative the time line, the better. Some may 
be more linear, including a graph with high points and low points. Others may be visual, 
with illustrations of scenes from the person’s spiritual autobiography. A few campers 
may use words, dates, or symbols to mark certain events. It is not the goal to see how 
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clever or how artistic participants can be; it is the goal to convey a sense of one’s spiritual 
life from beginning (however one understands that) to the present. The project is, by 
nature, unfinished—we don’t know where our spiritual lives are leading. But it will serve 
as an illustrative map of the terrain of one’s spiritual journey.  
Allow at least 10 minutes to work on this project. Once the time has elapsed, invite all 
back to the whole group and ask them to take turns briefly to share their time lines. Ask 
them to tell how God seemed to be especially near (or far away) at significant turning 
points in the spiritual journey. Thank each camper for sharing. 
Point out any trends or common themes among these presentations. Consider asking the 
whole group to note trends they see in these various creations. Once discussion seems to 
be finished, post the time lines around the room or gathering space so other participants 
can review each person’s work later. 
 
Called 
Child of honor 
Begin by establishing the theme and context. Remind campers that today’s session 
emphasizes the presence of God in our lives, especially as God calls each of us to faith. 
To better understand the call of God, today’s study centers on the story of the healing of 
blind Bartimaeus. Explain that sometimes it’s very valuable to hear a familiar story read 
by different voices with time to pause for reflection between each reading. That’s what 
the group will do today.  
Choose three people who differ from each other in some way (such as: young adult,  
middle-aged adult, older adult; rural person, small-town person, large-city person; Anglo, 
Latino, Asian). Each person needs a strong voice to read deliberately and clearly. Have 
the three people find Mark 10:46-52 and read it to themselves. As they’re doing this, tell 
the whole group that each reader will read the story of the healing of blind Bartimaeus 
and then pause for quiet reflection by everyone before the next reader reads.  
Explain that after each time of silence, there will be an opportunity for those who wish to 
comment on something new they noticed in the story. Give examples of how this might 
work: “I never heard ________ in this reading before now.” “When ________ read the 
story, I noticed ________, which gave me a new insight.”  
The pattern will be: Reader 1. Silence. Sharing observations and insights. Reader 2. 
Silence. Sharing observations and insights. Reader 3. Silence. Sharing observations and 
insights. 
The value of this slowed-down, deliberate reading and hearing of the story is to help 
hearers pay close attention to the words and meanings of Scripture. Do not hurry this 
activity. The goal is not to find the right answer, but to discover the new insights coming 
directly from the story to the mind and imagination of the hearer. 
After the three sequences are complete, return to the text and discuss: 
• Bartimaeus is known for his remarkable faith in God. From the text before us, how do 

we know that Bartimaeus trusts Jesus (verses 47, 51)? What is different or unique 
about his faith as distinguished from others in the story (verse 52)? 

• There is a play on words here. Bartimaeus is blind but he can see, and those who have 
physical sight (such as the disciples) seem to be blind to who Jesus really is and what 
it means to be a true follower. Give examples of how this is still true today. 
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• Being physically imperfect, Bartimaeus was considered an outcast and therefore was 
relegated to making a living sitting by the road and asking for money from passersby. 
His was not a socially honorable position, nor was it spiritually redeemable. It’s 
interesting, then, that his name is another play on words. Bar (from the Aramaic) 
corresponds to the English word child. Timaeus is a Greek word for “time” and 
corresponds with the English word honor. Hence, Bartimaeus is a “child of honor.” 
How ironic, given the way he was viewed by those of his day as a person of dishonor. 
But that’s just like God to surprise us with honor when we are considered beyond 
acceptance. Discuss this observation in light of Bartimaeus’s story. Now read 
Romans 3:21-28. It’s a familiar passage that describes the faith as a gift. Discuss how 
these two texts are related. 

• Bartimaeus exhibits exemplary faith. His sight is restored and he follows Jesus on the 
way of discipleship. How can he help us live more faithfully? 

 
Faith’s family tree 
Have participants turn to Hebrews 11 in their Bibles. Have several people read sections 
of this long passage aloud while everyone follows along in the Bible.  
At the top of a piece of chart paper, write “By faith.” Under that phrase, create a list with 
the participants of every name included in the lineage of faith from Hebrews 11. Then ask 
the group to discuss what they know of each of the individuals listed—their virtues and 
their vices—and list those next to the corresponding names on the chart paper. (It may be 
necessary to refresh participants’ memory; come prepared to retell the stories briefly.) 
Emphasize that not all on the list were “perfect,” yet all were called by God because of 
their faith.  
One of the aspects of this reading that stands out is how “faith begets faith,” or how faith 
is passed on from generation to generation. We are recipients of faith because of the 
testimony of those who’ve gone before us. In small groups of three or four, have the 
participants talk about the ancestors of faith who’ve influenced them (parents, 
grandparents, Sunday school teachers, mentors, church leaders, pastors, and others). Take 
10 or 15 minutes for this discussion. 
Once everyone in each small group has had a chance to share, discuss how faith is passed 
on in their local congregations. Be specific. What congregational programs or structures 
support, encourage, and ensure that faith is transmitted from one generation to another? 
Discuss why it’s important to pass on the Christian faith and what happens if it’s not 
passed on. Finally, ask the small groups to discuss how congregations (theirs in 
particular) could do better in sharing the faith to ensure it passes from generation to 
generation. 
It’s not necessary to report these discussions back to the larger group. Instead, encourage 
individual participants to pay attention to what they’ve learned, the importance of 
continuing the practice of faith sharing, and the desire to keep on living by faith so that 
others may be positively influenced by their witness. 
 
Sent 
A traveler’s prayer 
Distribute LBW. Ask campers to turn to page 153. As they find the page, remind them 
that this book is a source of sustaining faith practices and prayers that express trust in 
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God’s leading. Here we have an example of such a prayer. It is sometimes referred to as 
the “traveler’s prayer.” It reads: 
Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Read the prayer together and take note of the ways it expresses deep faith in God and 
confidence in the things we cannot see. Provide paper or card stock the size of a 
bookmark along with markers, crayons, or pens so every participant can write the prayer 
in his or her own script on the paper—and embellish it with decoration, if desired. Punch 
a hole at the top of the bookmark and tie a ribbon or cord through the hole. They will take 
this simple project as a constant reminder to trust Christ at all times, in all circumstances, 
in all ways. 
 
Closing prayer 
God, you have created us and continue to give us countless gifts every day. We thank you 
and praise you for these gifts, especially the gift of faith. Give us courage and strength to 
respond to the gifts you give us, even when life throws difficult and challenging things 
our way. Help us trust you, for we know that your promises are true. We pray in the name 
of Christ who healed the sick and who died for us. Amen. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Focus question  
What are some creative ways we can love our neighbors? 
 
Theme statement 
God’s extraordinary love for us invites us to be thankful and to have faith, to trust God 
for all our needs. God’s love also prepares our hearts and minds for the command to love 
one another, to reach beyond ourselves and our sense of comfort to love those whom 
Jesus loved—those who are poor, hungry, outcast, oppressed, forgotten, lonely, or 
considered an enemy or a sinner. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand who their neighbors are and what it means to love them. 
• feel a sense of hope that compassion for others can make a difference in the world. 
• be creative and collaborative about discovering ways to love their neighbors. 
 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles. 
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Gathered 
Opening reflection 
As the group gathers, take a few minutes to pause and reflect on God’s presence in our 
lives. Ask the campers to get comfortable and silently reflect on their experiences the past 
day. The question for today is: When did I give the most love today? 
After a few moments for reflection, encourage everyone to share. 
 
Who is my neighbor? 
Welcome everyone to a new day. Introduce the day’s theme, “Called to Love,” by saying 
that you’ll be exploring with them Jesus’ teachings concerning retaliation and treatment 
of enemies. To get started, have each person open to Matthew 5:38-48. Read the text 
aloud while each one follows along silently. Then ask, “Who hasn’t said, ‘If only I could 
do that all over again, I would!’” Of course, each of us has said that at one time or 
another. Tell the group that in this exercise they’ll have the chance they’ve been looking 
for—to imagine starting over, that is. 
Form small groups of four or five. Each group will create a mini drama in which the 
group members depict an encounter with someone who is very different, which left them 
saying, “If only I could do that all over again!” In other words, they’ll portray an 
embarrassing moment when they handled an encounter with a stranger poorly. Ask them 
to be brutally honest in portraying what really happened in this encounter. 
Each group works out the details of the drama it wishes to enact. They will need to agree 
on a scenario, develop the dialogue, assemble modest props and costumes, and practice 
several times. Help the groups assemble what they need. Be sure to encourage them to 
think in detail about their situations: 
• What did you really do? 
• What did you say? 
• How did the stranger respond? 
• Why did you do it? 
• How did you feel after the encounter? 
Once they are prepared, call all the groups back together and have them take turns acting 
out their dramas for the other groups. Allow time between presentations for feedback.  
After all have presented and shared, reassemble the small groups. This time have them 
revise their dramas to reflect how they wish they had responded to the stranger. Give 
sufficient time for the groups to rewrite and rehearse their revised dramas before the 
presentations. Follow again with feedback. 
 
Called 
Cheek to cheek 
Read Matthew 5:38-48 again. Talk about verse 39, often summed up as the “turn the 
other cheek” passage. Discuss how this verse has been misinterpreted most of the time, as 
it seems to suggest that Christians must just let others do whatever they wish to them, 
however violent or evil. This is a difficult concept to swallow, and it’s inaccurate. 
Exploring the cultural context in which Jesus spoke these words might help campers 
understand a deeper, more productive meaning for this verse.  
Invite the campers to partner with someone they’ve not yet been paired with this week. 
Have the partners stand face-to-face approximately one arm’s length apart. Ask pairs to 
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choose one person to be the “master” and one to be the “slave.” Now they should imagine 
that the slave has done something to displease the master, perhaps forgotten to empty the 
master’s chamber pot. Anyone higher in rank or social status could backhand slap 
someone lower in rank or status as a way of “putting them in their place,” which 
happened all the time in the Roman Empire during Jesus’ time. The master wants to 
discipline the slave, so she will use this typical form of punishment. Have all campers 
hold up their left hands and explain that this is the hand people used for personal hygiene. 
To use this hand in public would be disgraceful for anyone, even to dole out punishment. 
Have them hold their left hands behind their backs. Now, the master’s only hand option is 
the right hand. If they do an open-hand slap to the left cheek, it’s a sign of social equality. 
So they must do a backhand slap to the right cheek in order to humiliate the slave. Invite 
campers to pantomime this action—cautioning them not to actually slap each other!  
Now the slave, having heard Jesus preach, knows that he has another option besides 
simply accepting the humiliation. He turns his head so that his other cheek is exposed, 
ready for another slap. The master now has a couple of options: She can open-hand slap 
the slave’s left cheek, but that would mean that the slave is a social equal; or she can use 
her left hand, but you’ve already established that using one’s left hand in public is 
disgraceful. Therefore, the master is not likely to strike again. The slave has not allowed 
himself to be humiliated and or the violence of the master to overcome him. 
While we have different rules and customs today regarding how we treat others, Jesus’ 
main message in this verse is that we can be creative in how we respond to those who 
wish to harm us. Ask campers to share typical situations from work, family, or 
community life in which someone tried to humiliate or do violence to someone else. Ask 
them to think of a time when they felt bullied or put down. Encourage volunteers to 
briefly share their situations, how they handled them, and whether their responses worked 
or not.  
Remind campers that Jesus tells us later on in today’s Bible passage that there is 
something we must do for our enemies: We must pray for them. Ask campers to share 
possible reasons why praying for our enemies is something God wants us to do. (Praying 
invites God’s love into the situation; helps us have patience; perhaps helps us calm our 
fears; helps us try to understand the other person’s position and to love that person.) 
God’s circle of love is meant for all people. Talk about how truly loving someone 
sometimes means that you have to give of yourself, even if it is scary, like dealing with a 
bully or someone who really needs your help.  
 
Reverse order 
Have campers open their Bibles to Matthew 5–7. This is the section of Matthew’s Gospel 
usually referred to as the Sermon on the Mount. Notice the various themes covered in this 
scripture passage: blessedness, anger, adultery, divorce, oaths, almsgiving, prayer, 
fasting, treasures, obedience, anxiety, and more. We have here a series of sayings or 
teachings attributed to Jesus in which he outlines a new way of looking at the world. A 
signal to this change is found whenever Jesus says, “You have heard it said, but I say to 
you.…” In fact, this phrase is found in our reading today, which concerns retaliation 
(5:38) and the treatment of our enemies (5:43-44). By his life, teachings, and actions, 
Jesus announces God’s new reign and ushers in God’s kingdom. This is a principle 



Listen! God Is Calling / 10 Adult / p. 19 
 

concern of Matthew. In the reading before us (5:38-48) Jesus talks about what that new 
reign of God is like. 
Select someone from the group to read Matthew 5:38-48 aloud. When the reader is 
finished, ask participants to identify those who would have been considered “enemies” in 
Jesus’ time. (Examples include the Romans, those who held political office, those who 
persecute the community of faith, those who would eradicate the early Christians 
community, those who could oppress the vulnerable.) Discuss why each of these groups 
might have been considered “enemies.” (They controlled the legal system, they influenced 
their friends and public policy, they used their wealth to get their way, they had the 
capacity to launch military attacks, and so on.)  
Next, ask the campers to list people we might consider enemies today. Why do we 
consider them enemies? How do we characterize them? Why do we fear them? Are the 
reasons we consider them enemies—and therefore fear them—similar to or different from 
those reported by Matthew? How do these characterizations affect relations between 
people?  
Remind the group that Jesus does not deny the reality of enemies. But Jesus offers a 
different approach as to how a follower of Christ engages the enemy. (“But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven,” verses 44-45.) Discuss how Jesus’ teaching about reordering 
one’s response to enemies corresponds with being children of God. Can’t one be a child 
of God without being so radical as this? Ask the campers whether they have tried to 
implement Jesus’ teaching concerning enemies. If so, what have they experienced and 
learned that would be beneficial to the group? If not, why haven’t they put Jesus’ 
teaching into practice? Jesus is very clear. What holds us back from acting on Jesus’ 
mandate? 
Read the last line of the Bible text for today. It says, “Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect” (verse 48). This line restates and adds emphasis to what has 
gone before (verses 44-45). Many Christians tend to be uncomfortable with talk of 
perfection. In fact, being perfect like God is impossible, isn’t it? Help participants 
understand that this saying probably has more to do with “godlikeness” than moral or 
behavioral perfection. You may choose to have the group turn to and read 1 John 4:7-21 
for added understanding. Ask and discuss: How is behaving as Jesus teaches (“You have 
heard it said, but I say to you…”) a sign that the reign of God is alive in us? How does 
this compassionate approach hold promise for changing enemies into allies? How might 
this assist the aim of peace? What kind of support do we need to make this a daily habit? 
 
Sent 
Strategic planning 
Those in war rooms make strategies to defend a country or a cause. Companies position 
themselves in the world market by making strategic plans for developing and producing 
goods and services. Vocational counselors help people achieve a job-training goal by 
outlining steps toward completing a skill-building program. Medical practitioners 
develop treatment plans for those recovering from serious illnesses or injuries. So also, 
Christian individuals and communities do well to make a strategy for loving one’s 
neighbor. Let’s try it. 
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Reassemble the small groups in which the campers began today’s study. Each group will 
make a strategic plan for a local congregation to solve an imaginary neighborhood 
problem. First decide on a few details about the congregation: How big is the 
congregation? How old? Is it a central city congregation? Rural? Set in a traditional 
neighborhood? Generally describe the demographics of the congregation—age, ethnicity, 
economic background. 
Next determine the issue you’ll focus on—people who are chronically mentally ill, 
elderly folks who are poor, gangs, high unemployment, environmental deterioration, teen 
suicide, hunger, graffiti, city governance, gentrification, or something else. 
Finally, ask how the congregation is affected by the neighborhood problem. (Such as: 
homelessness leads to unwelcome camping on church property; unattended teens have 
tagged the church building; unemployment diminishes the Sunday offerings; drug 
addiction results in syringes scattered across the church property.) 
Come up with the basics of a strategic plan that addresses the “enemy” as Jesus mandates 
in our text today. How is the community need satisfied? How is the community made 
whole? What new life comes to the congregation because of the plan?  
Each group works for 15 minutes and then reports back to the whole group. Take time for 
feedback and conversation about these strategic plans, recognizing they are only first 
steps toward a much longer planning and implementation process. Thank the campers for 
their creativity and diligence in helping reorder their world. 
 
Closing prayer 
Holy God, you are perfect. And in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, your Son, you 
have shown us every perfect gift. We thank you and praise you for giving us the grace, 
the strength, and the gifts of time, talent, and community to live out your will in our lives. 
Show us the way. Help us be bearers of grace, agents of mercy, and proclaimers of peace 
for the sake of the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Focus question 
How can sharing what God has first given us make a difference in our own lives and in 
the world? 
 
Theme statement 
God’s love for us invites us to be thankful, to trust God for all our needs, to love our 
neighbors, and to share all God has given to us. Sharing what we have and who we are 
can make a difference not only in the lives of others, but also in our own lives. 
 
Objectives 
This Bible study will help campers and their leaders: 
• understand that God’s love for them in Jesus frees them to share what they have and 

who they are, for the sake of the world. 
• feel deep joy in sharing what they have and who they are, recognizing the profound 

impact their sharing can have on the world and themselves. 
• be empowered to be generous and creative in their sharing.  



Listen! God Is Calling / 10 Adult / p. 21 
 

 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Materials 
Bibles. 
 
Gathered 
Opening reflection 
As the group gathers, encourage campers to take few minutes to pause and reflect on 
God’s presence in our lives. Ask them to get comfortable and silently reflect on their 
experiences the past day. The question for today is: When did I give the most today? 
After a few moments for reflection, encourage everyone to share. 
 
God’s gifts are shared 
Ask campers to select a partner, preferably someone with whom they have not already 
been paired. Then instruct each pair to choose one of the following readings from the 
Bible: 1 John 3:16-18 (believers share God’s love in truth and action); 2 Corinthians 8:1-
15 (early Christians shared generously with all who had need); or Luke 10:25-37 (the 
good Samaritan is a model of generosity and selfless sharing). Have each pair read its 
chosen scripture passage and identify the resources God gives and how the people in the 
passage share their gifts with others. Give campers about 10 minutes to complete this. 
Now have the pairs share with each other what they believe to be their top three God-
given gifts, and tell how they use those gifts to benefit others. Explain that each 
participant will report to the whole group one of the partner’s three gifts and how the 
partner shares that gift with others. Allow five minutes for partners to share with each 
other, then reassemble in the large group.  
 
Called 
An unexpected response 
Invite the group to turn to Luke 19:1-10 in the Bible. If you haven’t done so already, 
mention that today’s theme is about sharing with others because God in Christ has shared 
so bountifully with us. The central character of our consideration today is a tax collector 
named Zacchaeus.  
Assign one person in your group the part of Jesus, and another, the part of Zacchaeus. 
Other lines may be assigned to a narrator, or the whole group can read these lines all 
together. Ask everyone to follow along as the story is read. 
This story warrants a verse-by-verse examination to appreciate the work of God and the 
response of Zacchaeus. Reread the passage one verse at a time. Pause after each verse to 
discuss each point with the group. 
• Verse 1: It looks as if Jesus is on the way to somewhere else, just passing through 

Jericho. If that’s so, what does it say about Jesus that he is willing to change his plans 
and stay with Zacchaeus? 

• Verse 2: We learn that Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector, and rich too. Why might 
these details be important? This made him unpopular with his fellow townspeople 
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first because he worked for the Roman occupying force (the taxes were collected for 
Rome), and second because he, like all tax collectors, had to pay the taxes up front to 
Rome, which meant tax collectors often charged local citizens the tax plus a fee to 
provide for their own salaries. As chief tax collector, part of Zacchaeus’s wealth came 
from still additional fees he collected from those working on his behalf—a kind of 
pyramid scheme. It’s understandable why eyebrows were raised and “sinner” came to 
mind when people thought of Zacchaeus. He was one of the last people regular folk 
would want to spend time with. Why did Jesus? 

• Verse 3: Two things prevent Zacchaeus from seeing Jesus: the crowd and 
Zacchaeus’s stature. If Zacchaeus is being shut out, why doesn’t he just forget about 
getting a quick glimpse of Jesus? 

• Verse 4: Here we find a short, rich, curious man up a tree. How does this humorous 
report add to the surprise events unfolding here? Is the Gospel writer saying 
something funny or ironic (such as, “All the riches in the world won’t add height to 
your frame or a front row seat to see a celebrity!”)? 

• Verse 5: Jesus called Zacchaeus by name. Do you think they knew each other 
already? If so, what difference does that make? 

• Verse 6: Zacchaeus is the happy host. Or is he? In this story, who is really hosting 
whom? Giving what? Sharing? 

• Verse 7: The bystanders grumble because they know this little man and his 
reputation, and they are disgusted. Which is to ask, “What kind of a Jesus is this 
anyway who keeps such bad company?” What does this suggest about Jesus’ 
character and purpose? 

• Verse 8: Zacchaeus sounds like a condemned (or defensive) man. Jesus hasn’t even 
opened his mouth and Zacchaeus is already explaining himself and his behavior. 
Commentators suggest there are two possible readings of Zacchaeus’s answer to 
Jesus. Whichever explanation one chooses, it remains that Zacchaeus is a model of 
how a person with material wealth should share generously in response to the God 
from whom all good gifts come. What’s the message for us? Consider: 

1. The more familiar explanation is that Zacchaeus is making a promise about 
what he will do in the future now that he’s encountered Jesus; that is, he will 
give away half of his possessions and restore fourfold the amount taken from 
those who were defrauded.  

2. The other explanation is that this practice of giving half and restoring fourfold 
is already part of his practice (the verb form is in the present tense) and, 
though he is wealthy, he is generous to a fault.  

•  Verse 9: Abraham was promised a land and a people. He was blessed to be a 
blessing. Here Zacchaeus, the one held in disrepute by his fellow citizens, is 
considered by Jesus to be reputable and worthy of his ancestor Abraham. Which goes 
to show that sometimes those we least expect are signs of God’s in-breaking. What do 
you think about that? 

• Verse 10: The “lost” of the house of Abraham has been restored, reconnected. If God 
gives great promises and fulfills them, we who are followers of Christ are meant to be 
signs of God’s blessing and fulfillment, too. Zacchaeus, having been touched by 
God’s amazing grace, shares his bounty with others. For this he is remembered. What 
about us? 
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Wicked or righteous? 
Have campers turn to Proverbs 21:26 and read it together. Now read the story of 
Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10).  
Tell campers they will prepare a court case based on these two readings that argues 
whether Zacchaeus is wicked and therefore covetous, or righteous and therefore 
generous. Form two panels of litigants by dividing your group in half. Each panel will 
prepare and argue a case before an imaginary judge. One panel will accuse Zacchaeus of 
his wickedness and covetousness—negative attributes associated with being a tax 
collector and wealthy—by bringing character witnesses who testify against him. The 
other panel will defend him based on the evidence suggested by his conversation with 
Jesus. Use information from the “An Unexpected Response” activity to help prepare 
these arguments. 
After both groups have made a case, for or against Zacchaeus, each may cross-examine 
the other. When all are finished presenting their cases and asking questions of the other 
group, reconvene the large group and discuss what was learned, what still remains 
unknown, and how they would conclude the case. The group decides: Is Zacchaeus 
wicked or righteous? 
 
Sent 
Imagine that 
Present to the campers: “You’re preparing to visit your attorney. You need to write a new 
will. One of the things you’ll discuss is how you want your assets distributed when you 
die. Even though it’s uncomfortable to think about your death, this is an opportunity to 
make clear your wishes once and for all. In addition to providing for your loved ones, 
you’ve always wanted to do something good, something that lasts long after your mortal 
life is over. Think creatively. You don’t have to be too worried about the details of how it 
will be accomplished; you just need to imagine what will be accomplished in your name. 
In the next 15 minutes, come up with a preliminary idea of what you might do with your 
accumulated wealth that witnesses to your faith and helps a need or supports a cause you 
care about. Begin something like this: ‘Because I am a beloved child of God, greatly 
gifted in every way and blessed through my lifetime, I now wish to give (fill in details 
here).’” 
Afterward, reassemble the group and share briefly what ideas were imagined.  
Briefly recap the themes and major learnings of the week. Thank campers for their 
participation and contributions. Wish them well in their growing faith and safety in their 
travels home. 
 
Closing prayer 
Giving God, you give us so many gifts for sharing. Thank you for the gift of life; the gift 
of our time, talent, and resources; and, most of all, for the gift of your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Help us cultivate our gifts and use them wisely for the sake of those who are 
in need. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 



Listen! God Is Calling / 10 Adult / p. 24 
 

Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
 



Listen! God Is Calling / 11 Challenge Course / p. 1 
 

Challenge Course Activities 
Activities in this section create experiences that require both effort and cooperation from 
group members. Some participants will experience strong emotions during the activities. 
Those who have done such activities before may not have the same depth of emotional 
response. Understand that campers sometimes make connections leading to learning or 
growth weeks, months, or years later. Always strive for the best experience possible for 
each camper, but do not be disappointed if you do not see instant results during the camp 
week. 
Throughout the week, as you get acquainted with the campers, follow a progression of 
activities from less challenging to more challenging. More challenging activities work 
best when trust has been established. This often happens by midweek. 
A good facilitator will help a camper find ways to modify her or his participation in an 
activity and continue to have some influence over the outcome. Always leave campers 
with an open invitation to make attempts. Trust-building happens when you allow 
campers to be challenged by choice. 
The purpose of this section is to name activities for each day, then relate those activities 
to the day’s themes. Several challenge activities are noted for each day. The activities 
themselves are described in detail in resource books named within each activity. If you 
do not have the books available at your site, consider purchasing them. 
Each day’s plan includes the following: 
• Bible text 
• focus points 
• challenge activities with additional notes to help relate the activity to the theme 
• process conversation questions 
 
Using blindfolds 
Several of the activities this week include the use of blindfolds. A person wearing a 
blindfold must be able to trust completely in his or her environment. Remember that any 
time you have participants use blindfolds, you are asking them to trust that their 
emotional and physical safety will be protected by you and the others around them. Make 
sure they know that while they are blindfolded, their safety is your number one priority. 
Guard against anyone taking advantage of a sightless person during an activity. 
 
Spotting and participation 
During your challenge activities be sure proper spotting is observed and you are 
observing how the group attempts to reach its goal. Encourage, but do not force, 
participation by all members of the group, reminding them that their differences can 
make the group stronger. (Actually, let them tell you that.) 
 
Low and high challenge course development criteria 
It is important to note that low and high challenge course development brings with it a 
long-term commitment both programmatically and financially. These long-term 
commitments should be thoroughly examined and understood prior to the development of 
a challenge course. Consider carefully these categories, as well as others relating 
specifically to your site: 
• budget 
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• construction 
• specialized training of staff 
• maintenance of elements 
• inspection 
• equipment 
• care and maintenance 
• equipment replacement 
 
Specific course design 
Challenge course design should take into account the program needs in your setting, 
financial requirements, and site location. Because there are many styles of courses from 
which to choose, research options available to select one that is best suited for your 
setting. 
 
National standard requirements 
The Association for Challenge Course Technology (ACCT) is the international 
association that sets the standards for the challenge course industry. These standards are 
very specific and deal both with installation and training practices. 
 
Choosing a challenge course construction or training company 
ACCT provides vendor endorsement and accreditation through a review process. Vendor 
companies that receive either a Level 3 or Level 4 Professional Vendor Member (PVM) 
classification should be used for the specialized services they offer. Standard services that 
require professional contracting typically include: 
• course design 
• construction 
• training and certification 
• inspection (required every 12 months) 
• retrofitting 
A typical profile of a Level 3 or Level 4 PVM includes: 
• significant number of years of experience in the field 
• outstanding references 
• full specialized insurance (challenge course specific) with coverage for product 

liability, workers’ compensation, completed operations, general liability 
• full-time professional in the industry 
• financial viability 
Upon request, ACCT will provide a list of all Level 3 and Level 4 PVMs. Contact them: 
ACCT Membership Office 
P.O. Box 255 
Martin, MI 49070-0255 U.S.A. 
telephone: 269-685-0670 
fax: 269-685-6350 
www.acctinfo.org 
acct@net-link.net 
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Course construction 
Contract with a Level 3 or Level 4 PVM to assist in the design and execution of the 
construction of low and high challenge course facilities. In addition, ACCT requires all 
challenge courses to be inspected yearly by a qualified professional. 
 
Training 
Professional third-party training and certification should be in place for all challenge 
course programs. The number of staff who are third-party trained, however, as well as the 
role they play in the supervision of the course, can vary on a site-specific basis. Note that 
if there is in-house staff training, the camp is responsible for all liability associated with 
the actions of those in-house trained staff. This is true even if the staff member doing the 
training is third-party trained and certified. 
A comprehensive training typically covers the following: 
• technical instruction for general course operations 
• skill teaching and testing 
• development of an outline for a policy and a procedure manual 
• activity sequencing 
• liability considerations 
• national standard (ACCT) interpretation 
• course maintenance 
• equipment care 
 
An existing challenge course 
Camps with an existing challenge course must have it technically inspected. Prior to 
contracting a builder for an inspection, ask these questions: 
• Will you help get this course up to standard over time? 
• What is the process for repairing this course if it needs to be done? 
• What is the time frame in which you can get this course fixed, if necessary? 
• Can you fix the course at the time of inspection? 
• What is your fee schedule for retrofitting existing courses? 
 
Bibliography 
• Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 

Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke) 
• Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 

Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler) 
• Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust Activities 

(Karl Rohnke) 
• The Bottomless Bag (Karl Rohnke) 
• Zoom (Istvan Banyai) 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
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(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Key verse 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran 
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Luke 15:20 
 
Focus points 
• We do not have to get our lives together before God will love us. 
• God loves us more than we can imagine. 
• There is nothing we can do that will make God stop loving us. 
There is a common thread for this first day of challenge activities: getting from one 
distinct point to another—a journey of sorts. It is intentional that campers experience 
frustration, disappointment, a feeling of lack of control, and perhaps a sense of failure at 
times. These are feelings we all feel through our lives, and it is God’s unconditional love 
that helps us persevere and continue. A word of caution: Monitor these “negative” 
feelings to ensure campers do not become overwhelmed. This day is more introductory 
and each day builds upon the other.  
 
Activities 
Commonalities 
Variation to also do activity highlighting differences. 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• What did you find revealing in this activity? How does this make you feel toward 

group members? 
• As a group being together this week, how can we use what we’ve just learned about 

each other? 
• Read Romans 8:31-39 and discuss what this reading may mean within the context of 

today’s theme. 
• Based on this, what are some commonalities that we could use throughout the week? 
 
Sherpa walk 
Variation with a storyline related to one’s life, or faith, journey. 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• Ask for one-word descriptions of how participants felt during the activity. 
• How may these words be used to describe life’s journey? 
• How did it make you feel knowing that others in the group were also blindfolded? As 

individuals, are we alone in our struggles? Discuss our relationships with others and 
God’s relationship with us. 

 
Mine field 
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From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• What enabled you to get through this activity, and how was that helpful? 
• What does it mean to be loved? Discuss God’s love for us. 
• How does God’s unconditional love get us through life’s minefield?  
 
Tire traverse 
Do this as a group activity. 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing:  
Insert the words previously used to describe what it means to be loved. 
• How did support (love) from group members help us get through this activity 

(journey)? 
• What does it mean to be called by God? When might this “calling” process begin, and 

are we always aware of it? 
• About God’s call to us: God’s unconditional love is the first and most basic truth 

about vocation and we are not left alone to make sense of our lives. 
 
Dangle duo 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• How did you feel looking up at this element prior to your attempt? 
• How did your partner help you overcome apprehensions and support you during this 

activity? 
• How do you think God’s love for us helps us through life’s apprehensions and 

struggles? 
• Conclude with that which Martin Luther thought was a good idea: Have campers 

mark a cross on themselves with their fingers as a way of reminding them how much 
God loves them. 

 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Key verse 
Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those 
who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. John 6:11 
 
Focus points 
• God gives good gifts. 
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• God’s gifts are enough. 
• Gratitude focuses on what God has given. 
• Gratitude is not obsessed with trying to acquire more stuff. 
 
Activities 
Before beginning the activities, ask the campers what they believe would be “good” gifts. 
 
Mergers 
When describing the activity, identify the “loops” as a “gift” to each camper. 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• How did you feel when your “gift” was eliminated? 
• What happened to the group as more of the loops were removed? 
• With the elimination of the loops, did other “gifts” appear? What were they? 
• What “gifts” could you give to others—in this activity, in general? 
 
Do-I-go? 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• How much communication or sharing of ideas was involved with this activity? Why 

is that important? 
• Who from this group was involved with this activity? Who, therefore, is of value? 
• Why was it important or necessary to wait your turn or be patient for this activity? 
• Based on what you experienced during this activity, what could be considered gifts? 
• Read Galatians 5:22-23. Discuss relevance to this activity, then to life experiences. 
 
Human ladder 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• Who helped and supported you through this activity and why was that important? If 

you fell, who was there to help you up? 
• Describe some of your feelings for those helping you. (Target the word grateful.) 
• How can a person show gratitude; say thank you? Encourage campers to say thank 

you during activities when a “gift” is given. 
• How are the gifts from God similar to what was experienced in this activity?  
Discuss. 
 
Nuclear fence 
Spotting is important for this activity and throwing of participants is not allowed. 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
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• What do you think it means to be grateful for the little things? 
• What were you grateful for in this activity? Were they things easily given yet 

immensely appreciated? 
• Think of gifts that God has given us. What does it mean that God’s gifts are enough? 
• How often do we thank God for those gifts? 
 
Two-person trust fall 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• What had to happen between partners to enable you to do this activity? 
• What have you learned about yourself by doing this activity (as faller and catcher)? 
• In our lives and our relationships with God, do we still stumble and fall? What does 

God do? What then may we learn about ourselves after such a fall? 
• Is a fall always negative? 
• Remind group members to thank each other. 
 
Cat walk 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• What did you need to do in order to this activity? 
• How could the trip across the log relate to our life’s journey? 
• Describe how consumer culture encourages us to never be satisfied. What does this 

mean and how does it affect our lives? How did doing all of today’s activities satisfy 
us? 

• Read Colossians 3:12-17. 
• How can we give thanks to God the Father? End the day’s challenge activities in 

prayer expressing gratitude for our abundance of gifts, such as unconditional love, 
from God and from each other. 

• End the activities with the same question with which you started: What do you 
believe are good gifts? Compare to earlier answers and briefly discuss. 

 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Key verse 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight 
and followed him on the way. Mark 10:52 
 
Focus points 
• Faith trusts in God’s faithfulness. 
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• Faith recognizes God’s priorities. 
• Faith does not follow peer pressure. 
• Faith follows the way of Jesus. 
 
Activities 
Yurt circle 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• What is faith? 
• Why did each person in the group need to have faith in order to do this activity? 
• In our relationships with God, what role does faith have that may be similar to this 

activity? 
 
The almost infinite circle 
Consider pairing those who may not be getting along; this activity may lead to good  
conversation. 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• How many thought this activity was impossible, and what would have happened if 

you had given up? 
• How many times in our lives have we encountered that which is difficult? What 

would happen if you give up? 
• Read Mark 10:46-52. Ask participants to tell of times in their lives when they had to 

have faith. 
• Through times in our lives, we need to have _________. 
 
The Meuse 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke) 
Processing: 
• Raise your hands if you had an idea about how to solve this problem. How many of 

you had an idea and did not share that idea with the group? Why would people be 
hesitant to share ideas in a group setting? What’s the definition of a “wrong” idea? 
(An idea not shared.) 

• How does peer pressure play a part in our lives? How do we allow this pressure to 
restrict our ideas, imagination, and dreams? How does peer pressure affect what we 
say and do? 

• Leader should plan ahead and read selected portions of Hebrews 11:1-40 and make 
sure you conclude with Hebrews 11:39-40. Discuss. 

 
Fidget ladder 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
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Processing: 
• Compared to the first activities, this was more of an individual effort. How did that 

make you feel with your approach and outcome expectations? 
• How many of you had become frustrated during this activity and what did you need 

to do to overcome? 
• What helped, or could have helped, you through the obstacles of this activity? 
• Through God’s love for you, and your gratitude (thanks) for that love, how could 

faith help you overcome obstacles in life? 
 
The beam 
Variation to adjust height for different age groups. 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
• What was it that helped you mentally do this activity? 
• What role did you play in helping the group? 
• Describe how actions toward others give witness to our faith—in this activity and 

throughout life. 
• Please identify how struggles could be positive. 
 
Pamper pole 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• To jump off the pole was a leap of _______. Why? 
• The previous two days we talked about God’s unconditional love, and we discussed 

gratitude—how do they, plus faith, get us through life’s adventures? 
• What does today’s theme, “Called to Faith,” mean to you after what we just 

experienced? 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Key verse 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. Matthew 5:44 
 
Focus points 
• God calls us to love our enemies as well as our friends. 
• Love is not the same as weakness or failing to resist evil. 
• Praying for our enemies helps us love them. 
• Love sometimes requires creative imagination. 
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Please make sure the campers bring their Bibles with them today; ensure everyone has 
one. 
 
Activities 
Tricky triangles 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• Was it easy and/or did it take time to find all the triangles within the larger triangle? 

How could this be compared to how we look at people? 
• If we take the time in looking into fellow campers and other people, what might we 

find? What could it mean that love sometimes requires creative imagination? 
• Help campers find Romans 12:9-21 in their Bibles. Read aloud, then discuss. 
 
Pairs walk 
Consider pairing those who may still not be getting along, and watch carefully. 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• How did the blindfolded person need to feel toward the guide? 
• As the guide, what did you need to do in order to make your partner feel more 

comfortable? As the blind person, was your partner always successful in making you 
more comfortable? Why or why not? 

• As the guide, how would you handle this activity if it were with someone you 
disliked? 

• Open Bibles and read 1 John 4:7-21 and discuss. What does God say about treating 
our “enemies”? 

 
Trust falls 
This is done from platforms; to accommodate different age and heights of campers, 
construct a couple of platforms. 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• How did you have to feel toward members of the group before, during, and after this 

activity? 
• What if, when you all first met on the first day, you had been told to do this activity? 

How easy would it have been compared to today? Discuss. 
• Open Bibles and read Ephesians 4:1-6. Say nothing and move onto the next activity.  
(If they ask later, discuss.) 
 
Disc jockeys 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
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• How did what happened to one person affect others?  
• How did helping one person help someone else? 
• On Day 1 we talked about God’s unconditional love for us. On Day 2 we discussed 

gratitude for God’s gifts. And on Day 3 we experienced how we are called to faith. 
With that in mind, what do you think Jesus may have meant when he said there is no 
limit to the circle of that love? 

 
Flying squirrel 
Variation: blindfold the belayed participant if he or she wants. 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• What were you going through mentally as the person who was lifted, and as part of 

the group doing the lifting? 
• Open Bibles and read aloud Luke 10:25-37. Compare this story to the activity and 

notice similar words describing each. 
• Ask the campers what’s different with them now compared to when they started 

today’s activities, when they started the week’s activities, and on the day they 
arrived? 

• End in prayer and make sure it includes our enemies as well as friends. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Key verse 
Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I will pay back four times as much. Luke 19:8b 
 
Focus points 
• Sharing is basic to Christian life. 
• Sharing is a response to God’s goodness. 
• Sharing is an indication that the Spirit of God is at work. 
 
Activities 
Everybody up 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• Identify all that was shared during this activity. 
• Read Proverbs 21:26. What is sharing? 
• What forms of sharing have taken place during this week? 
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Two in a row 
From Silver Bullets: A Guide to Initiative Problems, Adventure Games and Trust 
Activities (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• During the activity, the group had to share the difficult part, the frustrating parts, and 

the happy parts. How would this be different if you had to encounter all this alone? 
• What do you think is meant by “action is stronger than words”? 
• Read 1 John 3:16-18. What is it that we are called to share? 
 
Hammeroids 
If the group cannot figure this one out, go ahead and show them and this in itself leads to 
good discussion. 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• Was this task seemingly impossible? 
• With all in balance, the task is complete. How also could our lives be put in balance 

based on the experiences of this week? 
• In order for this activity to work, the items had to be on the edge. In following Jesus, 

how can this relate to our daily lives; to how we interact with others; to how we view 
ourselves; to how we share? 

• How can those who accept the call to share be seen as leaders? 
 
Toxic waste 
From Quicksilver, Adventure Games, Initiative Problems, Trust Activities and a Guide to 
Effective Leadership (Karl Rohnke and Steve Butler). 
Processing: 
• What happened to the leadership roles during this activity? 
• What sharing had to take place? What if there were no sharing—what would have 

happened? 
• What does it mean to “give and take”? How was that utilized in this activity and how 

does that relate to sharing? 
• Read Luke 10:36-37, and put emphasis on “Go and do likewise.” In that context, 

what might it mean to be called to share? 
 
Multivine traverse 
From Cowstails and Cobras II: A Guide to Games, Initiatives, Ropes Courses, and 
Adventure Curriculum (Karl Rohnke). 
Processing: 
• Was this activity a challenge? For those who did not make it all the way across: Does 

it mean you’ll never be able to do this? How are these questions relevant to life’s 
journey? 

• Using the themes from each day this week, ask campers to share how those words and 
themes assisted them through this challenge and the challenges of the week. How is 
that relevant to life’s challenges? 
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• As the campers are “sent out,” how may they share with others what they have 
experienced this week? 

• End with a circle prayer, all connected, with each participant sharing. 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Creative Activities 
The creative activities found in this section include visual, language, and performing arts. 
As with the other sections of this curriculum, the activities are organized around the five 
daily Bible study themes. They are intended to reinforce and supplement what the 
campers have learned in Bible study. As you select and carry out the activities, allow for 
the variety of expressive skills and aptitudes of the campers in your group. Focus on the 
desired learning outcome with campers rather than on the quality of the creation. Some 
campers will be reluctant to demonstrate or display their products to peers. Respect their 
sensitivities. The process is what counts.  
 
Age-level coding 
Each creative activity is recommended for use with 
specific age levels. To find out which activities are 
best suited to your group, look for the letter 
corresponding to the age level of your group. Feel 
free to adapt an activity for use with your group. 
The Bible study writer for each age level has 
contributed two creative activities for each daily 
theme. The coding letter in bold type indicates the 
source of the activity. 
L = Lower elementary 
U = Upper elementary 
J = Junior high 
S = Senior high 
A = Adult 
I = Intergenerational 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Mud painting 
U J S 
Materials: Scratch paper, pencils, water, dirt or clay, mirror. Optional: face paints. 
Encourage campers to think of a personal symbol that represents God’s love for them. 
They might choose something general (like a heart or sun or something more intricate 
like a symbol they design). Provide scratch paper and pencils for them to work out their 
designs if they wish. Mix some water into dirt or clay to make a pasty mud (or use 
standard face paints). Invite campers to use a mirror to draw the symbols on their faces, 
or to ask someone else to draw the symbol for them. Explain that God created us in God’s 
image, so God’s love is all over our faces.  
 
Luzzles 
U J S A I 
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Materials: Graph paper, pencils. 
Have the campers use the love scripture passages for today to create love puzzles,  
or “luzzles,” for others to complete, such as word finds, fill-in-the-blank stories, or 
crosswords. Provide pencils and graph paper. Assist with hints if necessary. For example, 
to make a word find, campers could come up with a list of words from today’s Bible 
passages, write the words on a grid so they fit and intersect in different ways, then fill in 
the remaining spaces with random letters. Fill-in-the-blank stories are the simplest, and 
campers can put clues in parentheses underneath the blank spaces if they wish. For 
crosswords, campers might decide on a list of words and clues, then create the boxes for 
them to fit together, numbering the clues and boxes, and filling in the blank spaces with 
shading. Encourage campers to exchange their “luzzles” with someone else. 
 
Love on the cross 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Wooden cross for each camper, paper, magazines, brushes, string, hot glue 
gun, decoupage sealer. (Remind campers to be cautious when using the hot glue gun.) 
We were created to be loved. God expressed this love not only through Christ’s death on 
the cross, but through many things in the world and creation. This activity will allow 
campers to conceptualize this love as being on the cross and expressed throughout 
various blessings in creation. Allow campers to decoupage onto a wooden cross things 
that remind them of God’s love. They can find symbols or representations in magazines, 
draw things on paper or write out words, or use various parts of nature in their creations. 
Allow the projects to dry. Use string and hot glue to make a hanger on the back of the 
cross, so campers can display it at home as a reminder of God’s unending love. 
 
Light of love 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bible, glass votive holders, decoupage sealer, tissue paper in various colors. 
Read Psalm 136:7. This psalm reminds us who made the great lights. The creator’s love 
endures forever. God is the one who made the light, and that light can be a reminder of 
God’s love. Pass out a glass votive holder to each camper. Allow campers to tear tissue 
paper and decoupage the tissue paper onto the outside of a glass votive holder. After 
allowing the holders to dry, give each camper a votive candle to place inside the holder. 
Encourage campers to use the candles when they return home during devotions. The light 
of the candle can be a lasting reminder of God’s never-ending love.  
 
Love poem/love song 
S A 
Materials: Paper, pens. 
Have each camper write a poem or song to herself or himself as if it were being written 
by God. Ask campers to consider why God loves them and express it in their poems or 
songs. 
 
Valentines from God  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Card stock, markers, crayons, various decorative items. 
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Have the campers create valentines for other campers expressing God’s love for them, 
and reminding the recipients that God’s love for them will never end. Then give the cards 
to others. 
 
Plant a seed 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Small flowerpots or clear plastic cups (one per camper), potting soil, seeds 
(lima beans, kidney beans, peas, or carrots work well to see growth in a week), water. 
Gather your group together around a large table so that everyone has room to work. Lead 
them through the planting process. Give everyone in the group a pot, some soil, and a 
seed. If you use plastic cups, your first step should be to poke a hole in the bottom so that 
the water can drain through the soil.  
Have each participant fill his or her pot with soil. Make sure that the soil is not too tightly 
packed. Growth works best when there is a little room to expand. When the soil is in the 
pot, have the participants place their seeds about an inch (2.5 cm) below the soil surface. 
Then give the seed a little water. Make sure that you don’t water too much over the week. 
A little each day is more than enough.  
Talk together as a group about what it means to be the creator, or caregiver. Ask the 
group to think about problems that may arise in the lives of their plants. How can they 
keep their plants safe and encourage growth? What do they hope their plants might grow 
to be? If you are working with an intergenerational group, have parents talk about what 
they do to protect and ensure growth in their children—and what do they hope their 
children might grow to be? To pull the kids in, ask them to talk about pets and their 
needs.  
Then bring the conversation around to God. As our creator, what does God do to care for 
us? What is God’s hope that we might grow to be?  
At the end of your session, place your pots in a place where they will receive sun 
throughout the day. Check on them throughout the week, and continue to provide the care 
they need. At the end of the week, let the participants take their plants home with them. 
 
Painted crosses 
L U J S A I 
Materials: A long 1" x 1" (2.5 cm x 2.5 cm) trim board cut into the following pieces: one 
4" (10 cm) piece per person and two 1" (2.5 cm) pieces per person. Drill, wood glue, 
string, scissors, paint, paintbrushes. 
Work in a space that can survive a messy project. Hand out the pieces of wood that have 
been cut for each participant. Have each camper glue the two short pieces to the side of 
the long piece, about two-thirds of the way up, making a cross. When that is dry (five to 
ten minutes), drill a small hole through the top of the long piece so that the cross can 
hang from a string.  
As the glue is drying, you can pass out the painting materials. Invite the campers to paint 
their crosses in a way that reminds them of God’s unconditional love for us. While you’re 
working, you can talk about the cross and its role in God’s greatest gift to us. When the 
crosses have been painted and are dry, cut a length of string for each individual so that 
the cross can be worn around the neck. Tie the string on the crosses, and invite the 
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participants to wear them throughout the week, then take them home as a reminder of 
God’s love. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude  
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Scattered scripture story  
U J S A 
Materials: Bibles, small slips of paper, writing paper, pencils. Optional: dictionary, 
thesaurus. 
Write several letters of the alphabet individually on slips of paper. Group the campers 
into twos or threes, give each group a piece of writing paper and a pencil, and have them 
open their Bibles to today’s theme story, John 6:1-15. Invite each pair to choose a slip of 
paper (or you may simply ask the groups to randomly select a letter from the alphabet). 
Tell them to rewrite the theme story using the letter they’ve chosen as the first letter of as 
many words in the story as possible. For example, a group that’s using the letter S might 
begin their story like this: “The Savior slipped away by sailing across the sea. Still, he 
couldn’t shake the swarms stalking him.…” If possible, provide a dictionary or thesaurus 
as an aid. Invite the groups to share their stories when they’ve finished. 
 
That ’70s craft 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Tempera or watercolor paints, paintbrushes. 
Invite the campers to make a gift for someone else using a gift from God. Have campers 
find a small piece of bark, a short thick stick, a sturdy leaf, or a rock on which they can 
paint a face or a happy message with tempera or thick watercolor paints. A message 
might read, “Grateful for you” or “You are a gift from God.” Encourage them to think of 
someone they’ve noticed who might need some cheering, and to sneak the little gift into 
that person’s possession without notice. 
 
Journey of praise  
J S A 
Materials: The book Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss, paper, pencils. 
Because of God’s love, we are called to thank God for God’s presence and goodness in 
our lives. Read the story Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss. Talk about how God is 
with you all the places you go. Hand out paper and pencils and have each camper draw a 
lifeline of the significant parts of her or his life. You may want prepare your own lifeline 
beforehand as an example. Have campers share their life journeys. When they are done 
sharing, have them write “GOD” all over the lifeline. Talk about how God has been with 
them throughout the journey—the hard times as well as the times of celebration. Have 
them look at their lifelines and see how God was there. Close in prayer, thanking God for 
being present in all the places we go. 
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Rockin’ for the Lord 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bible, Christian music CD with praise and thanks messages (select one song 
for this activity), CD player. 
Explain to campers that there is a wide variety of ways to give thanks to God. Some 
people simply pray, while others may choose to sing praises of thanks. Today, we are 
going to make up a dance of praise to God. Play the song that you have selected. Talk 
about the words and message of the song. Encourage campers to work together to form a 
dance of praise and thanksgiving to the tune of the song. If time is a concern, pick a 
portion of the song, such as the refrain, to create the dance for.  
 
Christmas in July (or June, or August)  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Craft supplies, wrapping paper. 
Arrange with the craft person to use the craft supplies. You may also use items from the 
environment, being careful not to destroy anything living. Make small gifts to give to 
people to thank them for the ways that they share God’s love with you or other people. 
Wrap the gifts and present them to the recipients. 
 
Mission possible  
L U J S A I 
Challenge your group to make a list of every person who helps make this week at camp 
possible, and then find a way to thank each person anonymously. 
 
A singing prayer 
U J S A I 
Materials: Paper, poster board, pens, markers. 
Bring your group together in a place where you can work undisturbed for a period of 
time. As a group, talk about the things you are thankful for; create a list that you can look 
back on in a few minutes. Explain to the group that the goal of your time together is to 
write a singing prayer that will be taught to the rest of the camp at some point.  
As a group, choose a familiar tune to use as the base for your prayer. It helps if most of 
your group knows the original song. Work together to write a prayer to the tune you have 
chosen that will express your thanks for God’s gifts. Practice singing the prayer. When 
you have it exactly the way you want it, write the words in large letters on a piece of 
poster board to aid in teaching the prayer to others. Choose a time when it would be 
appropriate to introduce the prayer to the rest of camp, and let your group teach the new 
prayer.  
 
Thank-you cards 
L U S J A I 
Materials: Paper, markers, pens. 
Gather at a location where each member of your group will have enough space to work at 
a table. Hand each participant a piece of paper and invite everyone to design a thank-you 
card using the markers and pens provided. When they have finished designing their cards, 
tell them that these cards are intended for God. Provide some quiet time where the 
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campers can write some words of thanks to God in their cards. If the whole community is 
involved in this process, at that day’s worship have an offering—not an offering of 
money, but one in which each member of the group brings his or her card to the altar in 
an offering of thanks for the gifts God has given. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith  
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Faith sculptures 
U J S A I 
Materials: Campfire, crayon bits, paraffin (or old candle wax), large tin can, pliers, oven 
mitts, long stick. (Use caution when working with melted wax. It will be extremely hot.) 
Make sculptures from sand and wax that represent faith. This activity may take a while, 
and it requires the use of fire and lots of wax pieces. Gather on the beach or in a place 
where the ground is sandy enough to allow for digging.  
Set up a campfire in a safe place. Place old crayon bits and paraffin (or old candle wax) 
in an empty coffee can or other large tin can. Using heat-resistant pliers and oven mitts, 
carefully hold the can over the fire to melt the wax, stirring it with a long stick or swirling 
the can around to mix the melted colors together.  
While the wax is melting, invite the campers to dig in the sand, creating a reverse 
sculpture of whatever they wish, but making sure it is shallow and not too large. When 
the wax is melted, slowly pour it into a sculpture hole until it is filled to the surface. 
Repeat this for each sculpture.  
After the wax has hardened—a few minutes or more—tell the campers to dig up their 
sculptures and brush off the excess sand. Ask them to tell how their sculptures turned out. 
Was it as they had pictured? Invite them to share how this is like acting on faith. 
 
Drawing in the dark 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bible, chart paper, tape, markers or crayons, blindfolds. 
Tape chart paper to a smooth wall or a table, one sheet for each camper. Give each 
camper a marker or crayon and a blindfold. Have campers position themselves in front of 
their papers, put on their blindfolds, and then draw on their papers as you read Mark 
7:24-30 to them. Read the passage through a few times. You might encourage them to 
listen to the story once or twice first before they begin to draw, and they can draw 
anything that comes to mind. When they feel they are finished, they may take off their 
blindfolds and see their pictures. Ask what they would have drawn differently if they had 
been able to see. Sometimes we must go along with blind faith and do the best we can, 
but we are still given the tools we need to follow Jesus—even if it turns out differently 
than we expected. 
 
Faith bracelet 
L U J S A I 
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Materials: Hemp cord or some sort of string, beads (with Christian symbols, letters, and 
of different colors and shapes).  
This activity allows campers to create a daily reminder of their faith. For this activity, 
you will want to purchase a case of Christian symbol beads and/or letter beads. Start out 
by talking about the various faith symbols that the beads represent and how they relate to 
our faith lives. Allow campers to knot, tie, and use the beads and cord to create a bracelet 
that will remind them of their faith. They can choose either three beads with faith 
symbols or beads to spell out a word to put on their bracelet to encourage them on their 
faith journeys. 
 
Pillowcase reminder  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Bibles, pillowcase for each camper, dark-colored fabric markers, fabric dye. 
During this activity, campers will find their favorite Bible verses and put them on their 
pillowcases, reminding them to be in conversation with God as they lie down and wake 
up. Give each camper a pillowcase. Have each camper choose two to four scripture 
passages and write them on both sides of the pillowcase with fabric markers or permanent 
markers. (Note that permanent markers will eventually fade through multiple washings, 
but are more readily available.) When finished, tie-dye the pillowcases with light-colored 
dye. After rinsing and drying, the campers can bring home a reminder to continue seeking 
God in their faith journeys. 
 
Body building  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Large sheets of paper, markers or crayons. 
Provide, or have campers trace, an outline of a body on a large sheet of paper. Then have 
them decorate that body outline in a way that illustrates their faith and the ways that God 
strengthens that faith. This could be people, favorite Bible passages, special places, 
songs, and so on. 
 
Cross training  
U J S A 
Using items found in the environment, have campers make or decorate small crosses that 
they can wear or keep in a pocket to remind them of God’s love for them and encourage 
them to respond in Christian faith when they feel pressured to stray from sharing God’s 
love with others. Finish by reminding them that, as for athletes, it takes lots of training 
and practice to become good at living out our faith, but God is always there to help keep 
us going. 
 
Prayer walk 
J S A 
Materials: Labyrinth. 
Gather your group together at the labyrinth. If your facility does not have a labyrinth, one 
can be created in a large open area with a long piece of rope or stones, or by drawing in 
the ground. (This, however, is a project you will want to take on prior to this activity.) If 
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a labyrinth is not available, this activity could be substituted with a faith walk around 
your property on a designated path that would provide areas for quiet contemplation, and  
a goal, or centering space, at the midpoint.  
Explain to your group that one of the struggles we have as Christians is our inability to 
listen. God’s voice can only be clear when we take the time to listen for it. The goal of 
the labyrinth is to walk slowly to the middle in silence. The journey can take as little or 
much time as you need. Use the time spent walking to pray, exhausting your litany of 
concerns along the path. When you reach the middle, be ready to listen. Sit or stand in the 
middle and just be still. Listen. When you are ready, begin the path back out of the 
labyrinth, preparing yourself to return to the world. 
 
Hymn sing 
L U S J A I 
Materials: Instruments, musicians. 
Gather your group around a piano, guitar, or other instrument. Have various music 
resources available for use. Talk about the fact that songs are one of the tools we use to 
spark our faith, or to remind us of God’s love. Most of us are inspired and feel close to 
God when we sing or listen to music. Explore the many kinds of music that are available 
in the church and how each of them has meaning to individuals. Then have a hymn sing. 
Invite your group to share songs that have meaning for them. If there are stories 
connected to songs they choose—about why the songs are important—invite campers to 
share the stories if they wish. Close the session with a song of the group’s choosing that 
is familiar to all, and perhaps holds some meaning at the camp. 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love  
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48 
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Love commercials 
U J S A 
Materials: Bibles, silly props. 
Form the campers into groups of three to five. Instruct the groups to create a television or 
radio commercial that aims to convince people that they should love the way God has 
asked them to. Provide miscellaneous silly props or invite the campers to choose props 
from around the area where you are meeting. Point out some possible scripture passages 
that might help them, such as Matthew 5:38-48; 1 John 4:7-21; Luke 10:25-37; Romans 
12:9-21; and Ephesians 4:1-6. Encourage campers to be as creative as possible, but to 
limit their commercials to one minute or less.  
 
Accordion prayer journals 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Chart paper, markers, pencils or pens. 
Use long, thin strips of chart paper—perhaps 2' (61 cm) long by 3" (8 cm) wide—to make 
these journals. Fold the paper accordion-style. They may decorate the top page with 
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markers. Explain that remembering to pray for our friends or family members is 
challenging, and remembering to pray for our enemies might be even more so. This 
journal is meant to be a reminder to pray. Encourage the campers to jot down a brief 
prayer or prayer concern on each segment of the accordion journal. 
 
Quilt of love  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Fabric quilt squares, fabric markers, Bible. Arrange for the services of a 
quilting group to finish the quilt. 
Prior to doing this project, designate and research a local agency or one that partners with 
developing countries to provide blankets for those in need. Start this project by sharing 
some information about the agency and the people who receive the quilts. Have campers 
decorate one or two quilt squares each with symbols of love, the camp, or their faith 
lives. They can put Bible verses on their squares if they would like to.  
Partner with a local quilting group to put the squares into a quilt. If possible, share the 
quilt with campers at the close of the week. Keep for local use (shelters, for example) or 
partner to send to a developing country. 
 
Collection of love  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Special offering (requested from campers in letter or postcard sent before 
camp).  
For this activity, partner with a local agency or food pantry. Prior to campers arriving at 
camp, find out the needs of a local shelter, food pantry, or other emergency service. Also 
gain some information about the needs of the people the shelter or agency serves. Write 
campers a letter or postcard asking them to bring an item or two as an offering to the 
agency. During Day 4 worship, collect the offering from the campers. Have a member 
from the agency (if available) speak about the way the camper’s gift will show love to 
those who are helped from the agency. 
 
Love poem/love song  
S A 
Materials: Paper, pencils or pens. 
During Day 1, campers had an opportunity to write a love poem or song about 
themselves. Now have them try doing it again, but this time they are writing to another 
individual or group. The poem or song should express God’s command to love one 
another and tell how God is calling them to share that love with others. 
 
Random acts of kindness  
S A 
Find ways to share God’s love with others to brighten their day in unexpected ways. Try 
to be secretive and leave no marks that will identify you. 
 
Letters of faith 
S A 
Materials: Paper and pencils, addresses of local government officials. 
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Hunger is a constant issue in our world. There are multitudes of resources on this issue 
and many local organizations that deal with hunger in your community, including many 
that are faith based. Invite a representative from one of your local hunger organizations to 
address your group. Have that person talk about the struggles organizations face as they 
try to battle this issue. Have the representative also talk about ways individuals can help, 
and ways the government could be more supportive.  
At the end of the session, if the group is so inclined, invite the campers to write letters to 
local government officials expressing their concern with the hunger issue, and asking the 
individual to take the specific actions. Campers can base their letters on what was shared 
with them in this session. Not everyone in your group may be comfortable doing this, so 
don’t force the task on anyone.  
 
The rose 
U J S A I 
Materials: Notebook paper, pencils, a wooden cross with a 3" (8 cm) nail through the 
center facing up, so the point is exposed at least 2" (5 cm), a bucket of water, matches. 
(Before lighting a flame, check your local firecodes and the camp’s fire policies 
regarding the use of open flames) 
Gather in a place where it will be safe to have a small fire. Hand each member of your 
group a sheet of paper and a pencil. Have them tear their sheets of paper in quarters so 
they have four equally sized pieces. Instruct them to write on the pieces things for which 
they feel they need forgiveness or things that they have received forgiveness for. Invite 
them to place their pieces of paper facedown centered on the nail sticking up from the 
cross. Have them alternate the direction of the corners of each piece so every two pieces 
form a star with eight points. Also make sure that the papers are not too tightly pressed 
together, but are laid on top of each other loosely. When all of the squares have been put 
on the cross, move the group a safe distance away. Light the papers on the cross, making 
sure to get all of the papers lit. As the papers burn, they will curl into the form of a rose, 
reminding us of God’s forgiveness and love for us. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share  
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10 
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Nature’s orchestra 
L U J S A I 
Work together with the campers to gather objects from around camp that will make 
sounds when blown into, struck, or rubbed together—large flat rocks, hollow sticks or 
logs, long blades of grass, sand and pebbles (to put in cans or pie tins), water (in glasses 
at different levels), strong sticks, sturdy leaves, and so on. Explain that two gifts that we 
have to share are God’s creation and music, and your group will combine them. Invite the 
campers to experiment by making sounds with the different “instruments.” Then have 
each camper choose an instrument to play in the “orchestra.” The conductor (you or a 
camper) will begin the beat and direct each camper when to play. Practice for a while and 
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then encourage the campers to exchange instruments. Consider playing your instruments 
for another group at camp.  
 
Partner weave 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Wood frames or multi-branch sticks, nails, yarn or string, natural weaving 
elements. 
Create simple looms from wood frames and nails, or use sturdy multi-branch sticks. 
Invite the campers to work together in groups of two or three to create unique weavings, 
using traditional weaving materials, such as yarn or string, as well as natural elements, 
such as long grass pieces, dandelions, or sticks. When their creations are finished, they 
should decide who will keep it—an exercise in sharing.  
 
Light shine  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Tissue paper, stamps or markers, candles, waxed paper, Bible, hair dryer. 
God calls us to let our light shine and to share the good news of God. We were 
commissioned with this during our baptisms, and reminded in our calls to share the love 
of God. Have campers use stamps or markers to create an image on tissue paper. Wrap 
the tissue paper tightly around a candle, and cover it with a piece of waxed paper. Blow-
dry the tissue paper and watch it melt into the candle. When the tissue paper is fully 
melted, just the stamped image will remain. Remove the waxed paper. Read Matthew 
5:16.  
 
Scripture tiles 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Ceramic tiles, porcelain or enamel paint, paintbrushes. 
To make this project more affordable, check with local construction companies or 
contractors to see if they have leftover ceramic tile.  
The tiles made in this activity are intended to share scripture verses and faith images with 
others, as God calls us to do. Ask each camper to paint a favorite scripture verse onto a 
tile and decorate it. Allow the tiles to dry. Then take campers to a local care center, where 
campers can give these tiles to the residents, sharing God’s love with them.  
 
Sharing bowl  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Paper bowls (or similar containers), markers or crayons, other decorative 
items. 
Give each camper a paper bowl or other container and explain that everyone will make a 
bowl to use for giving. Have campers decorate their bowls to illustrate the skills, talents, 
and other things they can share with others. Challenge them to consider putting the first 
10 percent of money they earn into the bowl and then giving it to church or a charity, and 
to put the sharing bowl on a dresser or someplace they will see daily as a reminder of 
how they are called to share their gifts with others. 
 
Warm fuzzies  
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L U J S A I 
Materials: Yarn, scissors. 
Have campers create warm fuzzies by wrapping yarn around one of their hands to create 
a yarn ball with many loops. With a long piece of yarn, cinch the middle of the ball to 
create an 8 shape; keep the long piece of yarn attached to it. Cut through the loops on 
either end of the 8 shape. Tie the loose end of the long string around the middle so the 
whole thing becomes a necklace. The warm fuzzies should then be given away to others 
with a hug. Warm fuzzies only stay warm fuzzies when they are shared with others—if 
they are not shared, they become cold pricklies! How that is like our call to share God’s 
love with others? 
 
Tell the story 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Props. 
Invite the group to come up with a skit based on what it might be like when they go home 
and tell their peers what they did at camp. Allow them the freedom to be creative, and use 
their own situations in the skit. If you have multiple ages in your group, invite the 
children to come up with a skit about the adults as they return home, and the adults to 
come up with one about the children. Then share the activities with one another or with 
other groups at camp. Talk about the issues that might arise as they face going home. 
 
Invitations 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Card stock, paints, paint brushes, markers.  
Have each member of your group create a greeting card. Campers can design the front of 
the card to show a way they feel God’s love for them. On the left side of the inside, have 
them write a word that reminds them of the love that God shows them. On the inside right 
of the card, have them write a note to someone at home whom they would like to invite to 
church. Remind the campers that the card is just a tool. They can give the card to the 
person if they wish, but the real power of the card is the feeling that is expressed in it. 
Those feelings are probably better expressed in person, leaving the card to be used as a 
tool to remind them of what to say when someone asks why they believe. 
 
 
Listen! God Is Calling Outdoor Ministries, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. May be reproduced for local use. 
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Environmental Activities 
The environmental activities section will help campers and their leaders: 
•  explore God’s call to them in creation. 
•  examine how their relationship to creation is part of God’s call. 
•  discover how all of creation points to their dependence on God, who calls them into 

relationship with their creator, each other, and the world. 
Each activity provides an opportunity to explore the week’s theme of “Listen! God Is 
Calling.” Take time for discussions and the sharing of ideas. Take time to connect these 
activities with the daily theme. Encourage, but never force, campers to participate in 
planned activities. Find ways to affirm each camper’s unique gifts in engaging ways. 
Adapt activities as necessary for use at your specific outdoor ministry site. 
 
Age-level coding 
Each environmental activity is recommended for 
use with specific age levels. To find out which 
activities are best suited to your group, look for the 
letter corresponding to the age level of your group. 
Feel free to adapt an activity for use with your 
group. 
L = Lower elementary 
U = Upper elementary 
J = Junior high 
S = Senior high 
A = Adult 
I = Intergenerational 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Wilderness Recipe 
L U J S A I  
Hike to a beautiful place at the camp. Tell the campers that for 30 seconds they will 
quietly observe the sights and sounds of the natural environment around them. Allow 
them to spread out a bit. Then tell them to stand completely still and do nothing more 
than look, listen, and feel. When the time is up, ask them to quietly return and sit in a 
circle. 
Go around the circle and give each camper a chance to say one thing he or she saw, 
heard, or felt during the quiet time. Ask what ingredients they think make up a perfect 
natural environment. Encourage them to use their imaginations. Things such as water, 
soil, air, and plant life are important. Their creativity might include stars in the sky, pink 
clouds, or a misty morning. 
Talk about the value of natural areas. Why are they important to society? What kinds of 
things could spoil the wilderness? What would life be like if there were no wilderness 
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areas for people to enjoy? What are some ways we can help wilderness areas remain 
healthy and abundant in our part of the world? Why did God make the world so 
beautiful? Close with a “squeeze prayer” for the care and preservation of the 
environment.  
 
Scalawag tag 
L U J I 
Materials: Writing paper, pens or pencils. 
Many animals risk everything to protect and nurture their young. From giving birth in an 
open field to laying eggs in the presence of predators, animals of all kinds are driven to 
give their young the best chance possible at life. Ask the group to name some examples 
of animals that risk their own lives to protect their young.  
Instruct the campers to line up on one side of an open field. They represent a herd of 
antelope. Choose one person to be the scalawag—referring to a predator of some kind 
such as a mountain lion, wolf, or shark. The scalawag waits out in the middle of the field 
for the antelope to cross. Choose one of the antelope to be a stag—the protector of the 
herd. When the antelope try to cross the field, the stag tries to protect the herd by 
attempting to tag the scalawag before it tags members of the herd. If the scalawag tags an 
antelope, it must sit down until the end of the game. If the stag tags the scalawag, it must 
stop chasing the antelope until the next round—all antelope proceed across the field and 
the next round starts. Allow the antelope to run across the field several times until all 
have been tagged or until the scalawag has been tagged three times. Give each person a 
chance to be the scalawag or stag. 
Relate the game to our lives of faith. How have people—parents, teachers, pastors, 
friends—sacrificed their lives for us? How does God show sacrificial love for us? What 
can we do to live sacrificially for others? Give the campers time to write letters of thanks 
to their parents or other adults in their lives for the sacrificial love and care they have 
shown throughout their lives.  
 
Watch it float 
L U J S A I  
Take the campers on a hike to an aquatic area. Along the way, tell each person to gather 
one object that will float on water. (If someone picks up a piece of garbage, talk about 
why it would not be wise to throw it into the water. Invite the person to collect something 
else.) Once the group has arrived at the water’s edge, instruct the campers to drop their 
objects into the water. Take a few minutes to observe where the objects are taken as they 
float on the water.  
Where do the objects go? What is causing the objects to move? (Waves, the current, 
wind.) What might be preventing some objects from floating away? (Aquatic plants, lack 
of wind.) How are we like the floating objects? What forces of nature are moving us? 
What forces might be holding us back? How is God like the water and the wind? How is 
God moving in our lives? 
 
The least of these 
L U J S A I  
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Lead the campers on a hike. Tell them to look for objects along the way that are smaller, 
weaker, or more fragile than the campers are. When you reach your destination, give each 
person a chance to share one object with the group. Ask the campers to think of 
something or someone in their lives at home that is also smaller, weaker, or more fragile 
than she or he is. 
Who is responsible for caring for the earth? Does the earth have a way of sticking up for 
itself? Why do some people injure the environment? How can we care for our world? 
Choose something in the environment to care for at camp this week. 
How can we care for other people in the same way? How does it feel to have someone 
stick up for you? How can you do that for others? Choose someone to care for at home. 
Make a commitment to show your love for others in some concrete way. 
 
Star shaping 
L U J S A I  
Every culture has different stories and traditions that are told in the stars. The Greeks 
looked up into the heavens and saw a bear, Ursa Major. Certain Native Americans 
observed the same group of stars as three hunters chasing a great beast. Today we simply 
call it the Big Dipper. All of these traditions are valuable, and it is important to value 
each one in its own right. Each story deserves to be heard and respected. 
Go out at night and find an open space. Gather the group and have them lie in a circle on 
their backs looking up into the night sky. Tell the group that each person will have a 
chance to create an original constellation and describe it to the group. Give the campers 
time to pick out their own group of stars and think of a story about it to tell the group. 
After a few minutes, encourage the campers to listen silently as each person shares with 
the group.  
Why is it important to listen to others? What does listening mean? How does it feel to be 
interrupted or ignored? How can we honor the traditions of other cultures? How does 
God speak to us? Do we ignore God sometimes? How can we be better listeners?  
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Thankful hike 
L U J S A I  
Take campers on a nature hike. At some point, give them a few minutes to go on solo 
hikes. Tell them to find something in nature for which they are thankful. They can bring 
their items back to the group if doing so won’t disturb nature. Otherwise, campers can 
return and simply tell what they saw. 
Give each camper a turn to share his or her reason for choosing that item. Did anyone 
choose something that cannot be held or touched? How are our lives enriched by the 
beauty of creation? How can we be more appreciative for the blessings that have been 
freely given to us? End with a “squeeze prayer,” giving each camper a chance to offer 
thanks to God. 
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Thank you, God! 
L U I  
Instruct the campers to stand in a large circle (40' [12 m] diameter is a good size) with 
one person in the middle. The person standing in the middle names something for which 
he or she is thankful, such as, “Thank you, God, for trees.” All the campers respond, 
“Thank you, God, for trees!” Then they are allowed to take one step forward. If the 
person in the middle does not include the phrase, “Thank you, God,” before naming the 
object, the people in the circle are not allowed to step forward. If someone steps forward 
nonetheless, that person must go back to his or her original spot and start over. The goal 
for those standing in the circle is to be the first one to reach the person in the middle. 
When someone reaches the middle, that person is allowed to be the one who calls out the 
phrases for the next round of the game. 
Gather everyone after the game to talk about what took place. How do you express thanks 
to people who help you? How can we express gratitude to God for the many gifts of 
creation? What happens when people aren’t satisfied with what they have been given in 
life? What happens to creation when people continually strive for more? Close with a 
prayer of thanks for food, family, friends, the world, and all gifts given to us by God. 
 
Consumer digest 
U J S A I 
As a group, make a list of all the things we possess or use daily that come from the 
environment. Encourage the campers to be as specific as possible. Include things such as 
clothing, food, water, gasoline, automobiles, air, junk food, video games, electricity, 
television, fossil fuels for heat, lumber for homes, fertilizer for lawns, toys, books, 
education, money for entertainment, and so forth.  
Relate this environmental inventory to the story the loaves and fish. The boy was willing 
to give everything he had to help others. Talk about capitalism, fair trade, consumerism, 
and the emphasis our society places on material possessions. How does overconsumption 
affect the global community? How do materialism and consumerism affect our faith? 
Discuss whether or not we are willing to give up what we have to benefit others in the 
same way the boy did. How can we give back part of what we have received? How can 
we use what we have been given to honor God and better serve others? 
 
Nature charades 
L U J S A I 
Campers take turns silently portraying scenes from nature while the others try to guess 
what is being acted out. Encourage campers to choose actions instead of objects to act 
out—a leaf falling, seed sprouting, stream flowing, cloud raining, bird building a nest, 
squirrel storing food for the winter, and so on. 
Talk about how everything in creation is a gift from God. Why is it important to stop to 
appreciate these gifts? How does appreciation and gratitude affect us? How does it affect 
others around us? How does it affect the world around us? 
Play charades again. This time instruct the campers to act out ways they can show 
gratitude for the world they have been given. 
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Silent servants 
L U J S A I 
Take a hike through field and forest to an aquatic area. Gather together near the water’s 
edge and let the campers share some things they noticed along the way. Ask them to 
name some things in nature that do not move or make a lot of noise, such as trees, 
prairies, wetlands, clouds, sun. Talk about the ways these silent servants benefit our 
existence. Challenge the campers to name several silent servants in nature and to list at 
least two benefits we receive from each. For example, trees provide shade and oxygen. 
Wetlands filter out toxins from the soil and prevent flooding. The sun warms the earth 
and allows things to grow. 
Talk about how some of these silent servants have been abused by humans over the years. 
What can we do to protect and preserve them? How can we be silent servants to others in 
our world? How can we help, love, or serve others?  
 
Mission possible  
L U J S A I 
As a group, think of something the campers can do as a silent service for another group at 
camp. Some examples might include building a fire, cleaning the cabin, serenading a 
cabin, clearing the table of another cabin during a meal, serving the other groups during a 
meal, leading part of a campfire program, or writing secret notes of encouragement. 
Make a plan and take time to carry out the idea before the week is out. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible basis 
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
 
Deer trails 
L U J S A I 
Deer make easily identifiable trails through the woods. Fawns often follow their mothers 
on these trails—hopping over logs, crossing streams, bedding down in grassy meadows. 
The fawns have to follow and trust that their mothers know what is best for them. They 
are free to run off on their own, but they are wise to stay on the paths made by older and 
wiser deer.  
Take campers on a hike through the woods. Search for animal tracks along the way—
crossing the path, along riverbanks, in muddy or sandy areas. Try to identify the animals 
that walked there. Imagine what each animal was doing or thinking. Allow campers to 
share their thoughts. 
As Christians we are called to follow the path that Christ laid out before us. We are called 
to listen to those who have gone before us and to follow them. We are free to run off on 
our own, but often this will get us into trouble. What kinds of spiritual paths are we 
following as Christians? What kinds of behavioral paths have our parents and other adults 
set for us?  
 
Tree tag 
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L U J A I 
One person is a consumer who tries to tag the others, who are trees. When people are 
tagged, they must stand still until a restorer comes and crawls through their legs, after 
which they can run again. Start with one consumer and one restorer. Play a few rounds of 
the game, changing the number of consumers and restorers. Afterward, gather to discuss 
what happened in the game. 
Talk about how the game could apply to all kinds of overconsumption: clear-cutting a 
forest, overfishing, overfarming, unregulated city expansion, air pollution, and so on.  
Ask, “What is a tree good for? (Lumber, paper, oxygen, firewood, shade, beauty, and 
more.) What about a river, ocean, field, mountain, or the sky? What are they good for?” 
If we logged all the big trees at camp, what would it look like? What would happen to the 
camp environment? What value do we put on trees, water, air, soil, and open space? Is it 
just a dollar figure or is there a deeper value? How can we heal the environment and 
world around us? How can we encourage others to care for the environment?  
 
Call of the wild 
L U J A I 
Ask the campers to think of their favorite wild animals. Give each person a chance to 
make the call of her or his favorite animal while the others try to guess the animal and its 
sound. For example: a coyote howling, squirrel chattering, deer snorting, bird chirping. 
Animals communicate to claim territory, attract a mate, defend themselves, and sound an 
alarm. What animal sounds have campers heard at camp? What kind of messages were 
the animals trying to communicate? Why do some animals remain mostly silent?  
Relate animal communication to the way humans communicate with each other. What are 
some examples of good communication, or poor communication? When is it good to 
remain silent? How can we effectively communicate our faith in God to others? How can 
we communicate our faith without using words? 
 
Squeak buzz 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Blindfold. 
The game is played like Marco Polo, a version of Tag. A blindfolded person is a bat who 
tries to catch mosquitoes. The bat walks through the group of mosquitoes saying, 
“Squeak.” Each time the bat squeaks, the mosquitoes must respond by saying, “Buzz.” 
The bat attempts to tag the mosquitoes and the mosquitoes attempt to avoid being tagged. 
They are allowed to take just one step each time the bat squeaks. Before starting the 
game, determine the outer boundaries and make sure the area is free of dangerous objects. 
Play several rounds, giving everyone a chance to be the bat. 
Gather to discuss what happened in the game. Bats communicate by echolocation—they 
send out a high-pitched signal that bounces off objects and returns to them, indicating 
where the objects are located. This is how they are able to catch mosquitoes. Even though 
bats’ eyesight is about as good as humans, they need to use echolocation to navigate at 
night. 
Relate this activity to the story of the blind man who called out to Christ in faith. How do 
we receive help and direction from God? Why does God encourage us to walk by faith? 
Why are we called to listen to God’s voice? Why are we called to pray in faith? 
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Night vision 
L U J S A I 
Many animals are much more active at night than they are during the day. Raccoons, 
skunks, and opossums are examples of nocturnal animals. Owls have many special 
features designed for night life, including eyes that can see far better in the dark than 
humans’ eyes can.  
In the evening, gather the campers in the cabin and tell them they are going on a night 
hike. Notice how dark it appears to be outside when looking from the well-lit cabin. Step 
outside and walk to a dark area of the camp. Tell the campers to turn their flashlights off 
and wait for one minute while their eyes adjust to the darkness. Lead the campers in a 
quiet or silent night hike. Tell them to try to keep their flashlights turned off. After about 
five minutes, stop and notice how their eyes have adjusted to the darkness. Lead them out 
of the dark area into an open field or prairie. Notice how bright everything appears in the 
open area. 
Allow campers to talk about their night hike experience. Did they see or hear any animals 
on the hike? Why are some animals nocturnal? What are the benefits of being active at 
night versus the day?  
Following someone in the dark takes a certain degree of faith. Share a time in your life 
when you had to trust the lead of someone else. How does God lead us? Why does God 
allow us to go through “dark” times in life? Does the darkness cause us appreciate the 
light?  
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48 (The Christian life is love.) 
 
Minimum-impact hike 
L U J S A I 
While hiking on a trail, stop and invite the campers to talk about the impact humans have 
on the environment as they hike along—walking on the trail, picking up rocks, throwing 
sticks, breaking branches. Decide to reduce the impact on the environment before 
continuing the hike.  
After hiking a bit farther, stop again and discuss the unseen ways humans affect the 
surrounding environment: Animals react to our talking, our smell, and our very presence 
in the forest. Decide to continue the hike silently for a while.  
After the hike, discuss the differences between normal hiking and the minimum-impact 
hike. Did it affect your senses and what you noticed around you? Talk about ways to 
“leave no trace” at camp: take photos, leave only footprints, clean up after yourselves, 
listen more, talk less.  
Relate the hike to how we treat others in our lives. Are we always talking or do we take 
the time to be quiet and listen to others? Are we careful not to hurt other people’s 
feelings? Do we throw emotional trash around or are we careful with the needs and space 
of others? How can minimum-impact living have a high impact on others in a good way? 
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The extra mile: Find an area of camp (stream, shoreline, path, fire ring, cabin) that 
shows the wear and tear of human activity. Point out the human impact on the natural 
environment in the area. Ask campers to name the things they see in the area that are 
signs of human impact on the natural environment such as trash, worn trails, noise, lights, 
personal belongings, erosion, broken branches. Talk about ways to reduce the human 
impact and help restore the area to its original state. Take five to ten minutes to clean up 
the area and make it more beautiful and welcoming for both humans and animals. 
 
Fair ball? 
L U J I 
Materials: Ten to 20 balls. 
Tell the campers to form a large circle about 30' to 40' (9 m to 12 m) in diameter. Scatter 
a bunch of balls in the middle of the circle. Explain to campers that they are going to race 
to gather as many balls as possible. Before starting the game, form the campers into three 
groups. One group run to get the balls. The second group can only walk. The third group 
can only crawl. At your signal, let the campers begin gathering the balls. 
Clearly, this game is unfair. By the time the campers who are only allowed to crawl reach 
the balls, there probably won’t be any left, while the campers allowed to run probably 
have most of the balls. Replay the game a few times, giving each camper a chance to run, 
walk, and crawl. 
Gather the group to discuss what happened in the activity. Talk about personal feelings, 
fairness, and the fun factor. Make a connection between the activity and the world’s 
limited resources that we all must share. Discuss the need for an equitable distribution of 
the world’s resources to all people instead of to only a small percentage of the world’s 
population. What can we do to help bring about greater fairness in our world?  
Jesus calls his followers to love others even in the face of unfair situations. In what ways 
can we love others in spite of how they treat us? Name one thing we can do to bring more 
equality to the world in which we live—our home, school, community, church. 
 
Sticks and stones 
L U J S A I 
Take campers on a hike along a trail or by a river. Give campers time to find a stick or 
stone that they like. Gather as a group. Talk about how the natural environment has been 
used by people for their own profit. One example: Logging in wilderness areas has 
resulted in erosion, pollution, lack of wildlife habitat, and a visible wasteland that will 
take centuries to heal. Ask the campers if they can name other ways people have taken 
advantage of the natural environment for personal gain or profit.  
Talk about how sticks and stones are sometimes used to hurt people. Tell the campers to 
hold their sticks and stones silently as they think of ways they have been hurt by others. 
Give each camper a chance to share a story of personal injury. Do not force anyone to 
share, but set a tone of openness, acceptance, and caring. Emphasize that we all have 
shared similar stories of suffering and pain. Ask the campers where we can find help, 
hope, and healing. 
Talk about how the natural environment, besides being severely damaged, has also been 
carefully preserved and used for the benefit of society. Ask campers to describe their 
favorite natural landmark in their city or area, or name their favorite state/province or 
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national parks. Talk about the importance of caring for creation. Discuss ways to care for 
the environment and love others. 
Tell the campers that they are going to put the sticks and stones back where they 
originally found them. Instruct them to say a silent prayer for the healing of the world as 
they replace the sticks and stones. Continue with the “Cross Craft” activity if you wish. 
 
Cross craft 
U J S I 
Materials: String, small sticks. 
Give the campers a few minutes to find small sticks scattered on the ground. Reflect on 
the “Sticks and Stones” discussion and how sticks are sometimes used to hurt people. 
Read Matthew 5:38-48. Discuss effective ways to respond to hatred with love. How can 
love change a hateful situation? Jesus conquered sin and death with love—by giving his 
life on the cross. Talk about how love is a powerful force that can overcome evil, anger, 
and hatred. 
Give each camper two small sticks and some string, and show everyone how to make a 
cross by crossing the sticks and wrapping string around the point where they intersect. 
Give the campers time to make their own crosses.  
 
Life on the edge 
U J S A I 
Visit an area of camp where a lake and marsh merge or where a field and forest meet. 
Quietly listen and observe the plant and animal life in this area for a few minutes. This is 
called a transition zone because it is an area where different plants and animals meet and 
overlap. It is commonly referred to as the “edge.” This type of environment attracts a 
greater diversity of animals and plants. Life on the edge can be dangerous, but for many 
animals the benefits outweigh the risks. Why is it important for animals to listen and 
observe intently when approaching the edge?  
Identify some “edges” in society—at home and school, in the community and the world. 
What can be dangerous about daring to approach these edges? What are some benefits? 
In what way does Christ lead us to the edges of society? Why? How are we called to 
share space with others who hold different opinions than we do? How can we show 
respect for other people’s beliefs? 
 
 
Day 5:  Called to Share 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
The giving tree 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Blindfolds. 
Group the campers into pairs and give each pair a blindfold. Instruct the campers to 
blindfold their partners and lead them around the area, taking care to keep them safe. Tell 
them to lead their partners to a tree in the area. The blindfolded campers are to feel the 
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bark and leaves of the tree, after which they are to return to the starting area. After 
removing their blindfolds, campers try to guess which tree they were led to while 
blindfolded. Let the campers switch places and repeat the activity. 
After the blindfold activity, gather the group under a large tree. Talk about how trees give 
us many things—shade, oxygen, lumber, beauty, and so on. What does a tree need to 
survive? What does it take from the earth? What does it give back to the earth? What 
does a tree provide for us?  
Encourage the campers to think about what they give and take in life. How can we give 
something useful back to the earth? What are some ways we can give good gifts to others 
when we return home? How can we start giving here at camp? 
 
Unfair tag 
L U J A I 
Play this game like Everybody’s It Tag, in which everyone may tag or be tagged by 
others. Before starting, however, change the rules as follows. Some people can run and 
play like normal. Others can use only their right hands for tagging players. Still others are 
only allowed to stand in one spot with their eyes closed. When someone is tagged, she or 
he must sit down until the end of the game. The game is over when only one person is left 
standing. Play a few rounds, giving everyone a turn at each limiting factor. 
Gather to talk about what happened in the game. What was unfair about the game? What 
unfair advantages do some people in the world have over other people? What can we do 
in our world, town, school, and family to make life fairer for all? 
 
Fair share 
U J S A I 
Materials: Hat, 30-40 colored cards (enough for each camper to get at least one of each 
color).  
• Blue cards = water 
• Green cards = food 
• Brown cards = shelter 
• Orange cards = clothing 
• Gold cards = luxury items 
Place 30 to 40 colored cards in a hat. Allow the campers to reach into the hat and take 
five cards each. Say that the cards represent items needed for survival. State that the goal 
of the game is to survive. Explain that the colored cards will be revealed gradually in 
progressive rounds of play. By the end of the game, the meanings of all the colors will be 
revealed.  
For the first round, give the group one minute to trade cards, but don’t tell them what the 
colors stand for. Before playing a second round, tell the group that the blue cards stand 
for water. Then give them another minute to trade. Prior to each round, state the meaning 
of another card color, until all have been revealed. Before the final round, emphasize that 
the object of the game is for everyone to survive. After the last round, gather in a circle 
and give each person a turn to show her or his cards. 
Talk about whether or not each person would survive based on the five cards and discuss 
the reasoning. Do people get second chances at survival in real life? Did the distribution 
of the cards seem fair or not? Did people trade fairly in the game? Did people help each 
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other out or not? What do unfair trade circumstances cause? (War, fighting, hatred, 
mistrust.) What does sharing do to people? How can we share our possessions, our faith, 
and our lives? 
 
Stick races 
L U J A I 
Hike to a bridge that crosses a stream. Along the way, give campers time to gather three 
small sticks. From the bridge, instruct the campers to throw one stick in the water at the 
same time. Watch the sticks float downstream and determine which stick travels the 
fastest. Allow the campers to move to different spots on the bridge and do another stick 
race. Do a third just for fun. 
From the vantage point of the bridge, talk about the dynamics of the river below. Where 
is the stream flowing most quickly? Why? Where is erosion occurring along the stream 
bank? Is the erosion natural or caused by human impact on the area? How clear is the 
water in different areas? What does the visibility of the water tell us? From where is the 
sediment in the water coming? Where is it going? What happens to a river when people 
don’t care for its cleanliness? How can people care for this stream? How can we care for 
other bodies of water? 
 
Signs of life 
L U J S A I 
Lead your group from a relatively arid environment to the water’s edge in an aquatic 
environment—stream, pond, marsh, or ocean. Take time to quietly look and listen. 
Compare the sights and sounds of this environment to other areas around camp that are 
more arid, open, or populated. Water is a source of life for fish and insect larvae; in fact, 
water attracts animals of all kinds. Look for signs of animal life—tracks, scat, bones, 
feathers. Try to identify the animals that left the tracks or markings. Common tracks 
include those from raccoons, deer, ducks, and many other kinds of birds. What draws 
animals to the water? What do you think the animals were doing here? When we leave 
this area, what other signs of life will be left behind? (Human tracks.) 
What kind of “tracks” or signs of life do we leave in our world? How can we live so as to 
leave good and helpful “tracks” in the places we live—home, school, church, and 
neighborhood? 
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Games 
People of all ages enjoy games. The games in this section relate specifically to the daily 
themes in some way. Remember, it is always a good idea to stop a game when it is at its 
peak, rather than after everyone is getting tired of it. Also, it is advisable to proactively 
meet any safety measures appropriate for each game. 
 
Age-level coding 
Each game is recommended for use with specific 
age levels. To find out which games are best suited 
to your group, look for the letter corresponding to 
the age level of your group. Feel free to adapt an 
activity for use with your group. The Bible study 
writer for each age level has contributed two games 
for each daily theme. The coding letter in bold type 
indicates the source of the game. 
L = Lower elementary 
U = Upper elementary 
J = Junior high 
S = Senior high 
A = Adult 
I = Intergenerational 
 
 
Day 1: Called to Be Loved 
Bible basis 
Luke 15:11-24  
(God loves us unconditionally.) 
 
Cotton ball capers 
L U I 
Materials: Rope or cones, spoons, cotton balls, masking tape, pens. 
Divide a playing area in half by stretching a rope or setting up cones across the middle. 
Give each child a spoon, a cotton ball, and a piece of masking tape. On the tape, each 
child should write his or her name, then wrap the tape around the cotton ball. Form two 
teams and send them to their respective sides of the playing area. When you give the 
signal, all players should launch their cotton balls across to the other team. Each camper 
picks up a cotton ball, reads the name on it, and then finds that person. When they do, 
each camper should share one thing about himself or herself that they think God must 
have had particular fun designing. For example, a camper might say that God probably 
really enjoyed planning the camper’s sense of humor or ability to do math. Invite the 
campers to play the game a few times. Change the information they must share each time. 
Ask them to tell about a favorite book, why they wanted to come to camp (or why they 
didn’t), or their favorite pizza toppings.  
 
Clothe yourselves with love 
L U J S A I 
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Materials: Oversized clothing from the lost and found. 
In this relay, campers work together to “clothe” themselves with love. Each group in the 
relay will need some large clothing items, such as a large T-shirt or sweatshirt, big pants, 
oversized shoes, and a hat. Have the groups line up at one end of the playing area; the 
first person in each line should put on the large clothes. Those players run to the opposite 
end and back again, and then must pass the clothes to the next people in line to wear as 
they run. Continue until all players have run the relay. As the groups are playing, pay 
attention to how they work together. After the relay, announce an “award” category for 
each group, such as fastest, funniest clothing-changing scenario, worst clothing fit, best 
cooperation, and so on. 
 
Sticky love  
J 
Materials: A can of shaving cream for each cabin, two small water guns for each cabin. 
Have campers come to this activity wearing swimsuits or old clothes. Explain to campers 
that God’s love is sticky—it sticks to us, regardless of what we may want or how we may 
feel. Give each cabin group a can of shaving cream. Explain that their cabin’s goal is to 
make a piece of art—the “paint” is shaving cream, and the “canvas” is one of the campers 
in the group. The finished artwork will have the camper covered from head to toe in 
shaving cream. For safety reasons, ask them not to place shaving cream near the eyes or 
mouth. Allow campers to make their art creations. Take time to allow the entire group to 
admire each “work of art.” Explain that God’s love is like these pieces of art—God’s love 
floods our worlds, covering every part of us.  
Explain to campers that there are things that try to separate us from the love of God. Ask 
campers to share what some of these things may be. Give two campers in each group 
small water guns that have been filled. The two campers with guns can try to rinse all of 
the shaving cream off of their cabinmate. It will be impossible to get all the  
shaving cream off. Close by reading Romans 8:38-39. 
 
Ice block challenge 
L U J S A I 
Materials: An ice block for each cabin group. 
Hand out an ice block to each cabin group. Explain to cabin groups that their goal is to be 
the first cabin to completely melt and get rid of their ice block. For safety reasons, tell 
campers that they cannot throw the ice block. Give campers about 20 minutes to try to  
melt the ice block, or less time than would be possible to completely melt the ice block. 
(Campers will be surprised at the length of time it takes to melt the ice block. Even on a 
hot summer day, it often takes at least 30 minutes to melt completely.) At the end of the 
time, share with each other the sizes of their ice blocks. Afterward, award the cabin with 
the smallest ice block a prestigious title. Discuss that even though the ice block will 
eventually melt, there is nothing that can melt away God’s love for us. 
 
Overflowing love  
S 
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Materials: Water source, a container with many holes cut into it (enough so it will be 
difficult but not impossible for the group to cover them so the container can fill with 
water). 
Have the group try to fill the container up to the top. Process the activity by connecting 
the hole in the container with the sin in our lives: In spite of our sin, God’s love (the 
water) pours out, fills us, and overflows into our lives (shown in this activity if the group 
succeeds in covering all the holes!). 
 
Trust falls 
U J S 
Teach proper spotting and catching techniques (talk to the person in charge of the ropes 
course for this) and have campers take turns falling and being caught. Be sure to let 
campers opt out if they are very uncomfortable with this. Process the activity by 
connecting the trust that the faller had in the catchers with the love that God has for us, 
and even though a faller may not have had total trust, we can be sure that God has total 
love for us. 
 
Protect me 
U L A 
Materials: One bandanna for each player. 
Have campers work in pairs for this game. Hand each player a bandanna to tuck into his 
or her shirt collar at the back, leaving at least half of the bandanna visible. Then have the 
pairs stand back-to-back and lock arms. They must keep one set of arms locked at all 
times. The object of the game is for each camper to steal as many bandannas as possible, 
while protecting her or his own bandanna. When stealing a bandanna, the camper places 
it in his or her collar. Pairs are knocked out when all of their bandannas have been taken. 
The pair with the most bandannas at the end wins. 
 
Can you do what I can do? 
L U J S A I 
Stand in a circle. One at a time, each participant should perform a unique action for the 
rest of the group to copy. If anyone in the circle is unable to complete the action, that 
person is out of the game. The game continues until only one person is left in the circle. 
The tie-in: God gave us each unique talents and loves us for them. 
 
 
Day 2: Called to Gratitude 
Bible basis 
John 6:1-15  
(Gratitude sees that God’s gifts are enough.) 
 
Sardines 
L U J S A I 
This is a reverse form of Hide and Seek—one person hides and everyone else tries to find 
her or him. It works best when played after dark, but it can also be played indoors with 
lights off or during the day wherever there are many good places to hide. Ask for a 
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volunteer for be the hider. Everyone else waits for a specific amount of time, such as 
three minutes. As people find the hider, they should hide there, too, and be as quiet as 
possible, until everyone finds the hiding location. Where there was one, now there are 
many! Play as long as time and interest permits. 
 
More and more stuff 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Rope or cones, scratch paper or newspaper. 
In this game, campers try to give away as much as possible. Divide the playing area in 
half with a rope or cones. Make two teams by having everyone whose birthday is in 
January through June stand on one side, and everyone whose birthday is in July through 
December on the other. Place a pile of scratch paper or newspaper in the middle and 
invite players to crumple up as many pieces of paper into balls as they think they’ll need 
to win, but don’t yet explain how the game is played. When the teams think they have 
adequate supplies, begin play. When you give the signal to start, players should throw 
their crumpled paper balls to the opposite side. Players should keep throwing and 
returning paper balls to the opposite side until you stop the game. Play for a 
predetermined length of time, such as one minute. Each side counts the number of balls 
on their side; the team with the least is the “winner.” Play as many times as you wish. 
This game also works by rolling gym balls. 
 
Speedy McDraw 
U J S A 
Materials: Paper, pencils, list of words. 
This is a good rainy-day or indoor game. Beforehand, brainstorm three lists of 10 to 15 
words to go with the theme of blessings to be thankful for. Play a few rounds of Speedy 
McDraw: Have campers get into cabin groups or groups of eight to ten people. Give each 
group paper and pencils. Groups send one person up to get a word from another team’s 
list, run back, and draw the word for the team. When the word is guessed, another camper 
from the group can run up and get the next word. The cabin group that finishes the list 
first for that round is the “winner.” Explain to campers that all of the items that they drew 
were blessings that we can thank and praise God for.  
 
“Thank You” tag 
L U J S A I 
Play a regular game of Freeze Tag. Have one or two people be “It,” and the rest of the 
campers are players running around the field area. If a player is tagged by It, that player 
must freeze in position and stay frozen until another player comes and “unfreezes” him or 
her by crawling under the player’s legs (or some other way of unfreezing). When the 
person is unfrozen, he or she has to yell, “Thank you!” and can continue playing.  
 
Give me, give me 
U J S A 
Find something that you can give to campers as a gift—candy or other food always works 
well, but be creative with what you have. (Before serving any food, always check with 
caregivers for learners who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
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Wrap the gift so the campers don’t know what it is. Give each camper one of the gifts and 
say that there is one thing the camper must do before opening the gift, but you won’t tell 
what it is. The campers have all day to figure out what they have to do in order to open 
their gifts. When they figure it out, they can’t tell anyone else.  
The one thing they have to do is to say thank you for the gift. At the end of the day, or 
when everyone has figured it out, talk about the activity and share that our response to 
God should be the same—to give thanks for all that we have been given. 
 
Thanks-giving dinner  
L U J S A I 
Materials: Multipiece snack food. (Before serving any food, always check with 
caregivers for learners who have food allergies. Provide an alternative if necessary.) 
Request some type of snack food from the kitchen that campers can take multiple pieces 
of (pretzels, chocolate-coated candies, chips, slices of apples) and hand them out, letting 
people take as many as they want. Then before they eat each piece, they need to share 
one thing that they are thankful for. 
 
The best we can do 
U J S A I 
Gather your group and tell them that you’d like to do something really special for the 
camp or for another camp group. When you get them to agree, tell them that you don’t 
have any supplies available, and ask the group if anyone has anything that the group can 
use to serve others. As a group, inventory all that you have on you, and come up with a 
plan for the best thing that you can do using only what you have. Push the group to come 
up with a meaningful activity. 
The tie-in: God gives us all that we need. 
 
Mega models 
L U J S A I 
Have each member of your group bring an extra article of clothing to your gathering. 
Form two teams. Have each team create a pile of all their extra clothing and then choose 
one person to be the model for their team. The object is to dress the model in as many 
articles of clothing as possible in 30 seconds. When the time is up, the team that has put 
the most pieces of clothing on model wins that round. For the second round, have the 
models try to complete a task while still dressed in their multiple layers. The first to 
complete the task wins that round. For a final round, have a timed undressing of the extra 
garments. The team whose model gets back to her or his original clothing the fastest wins 
the final round. 
The tie-in: It’s possible to have too much. We are not called to be gatherers but sharers. 
 
 
Day 3: Called to Faith 
Bible basis  
Mark 10:46-52  
(An outcast welcomes Jesus with faith.) 
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Bartimaeus and Jesus 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Blindfold. 
Clear your playing area of any obstructions that might trip a player. Gather the campers 
in a large circle, standing about an arm’s length apart. Blindfold one player, who is 
“Bartimaeus.” Choose another player to be “Jesus.” Bartimaeus and Jesus stand inside the 
circle. Each time Bartimaeus calls out, “Jesus, Son of David,” Jesus replies with, “Your 
faith will make you well.” Bartimaeus then tries to follow Jesus’ voice and tag him, but 
Jesus can move out of the way. Ask campers to gently keep Bartimaeus within the circle 
by guiding him with their hands if he is about to step out. Give the players a set amount 
of time to play, such as two minutes. If Bartimaeus tags Jesus, Jesus tells him, “Your 
faith has made you well.” Choose two new players and continue the game. 
 
On the line 
U J S A I 
Play a simple game of Telephone. Sit in a circle and whisper a phrase in the ear of the 
camper next to you. Suggestions include “Listen! God is calling” or “Go; your faith has 
made you well” or “Son of David, have mercy on me.” Then that camper whispers it to 
the next camper, and so on until the message returns to you. Have fun laughing about 
message inconsistencies by the end of the line. Ask the campers if they trusted the person 
to pass along the correct message. Also ask if they trusted the person listening to carry 
the message on correctly to the next person. Gauge how important the factor of trust 
seems to the campers in order to play the game. It might not seem important at all, but 
suggest that without trust, we wouldn’t believe anything ever told to us. 
 
Blindfold kick ball 
J S 
Materials: Blindfolds, kick ball, bases. 
This game will allow campers to consider faith and trust. It is a regular game of kick ball, 
except the players work as partners instead of individually. The rules are the same as 
regular kick ball, having three outs with the same bases and foul lines. One of the 
partners is blindfolded. When on the kicking team, the sighted partner kicks the ball 
while the blindfolded partner does the running (while being coached by the sighted 
partner). While playing defense in the field, the sighted partner can catch the ball and 
stop it, but the blindfolded partner must throw the ball to the bases or the pitcher. After a 
few innings, partners can switch roles. Debrief the activity by talking about trust and 
faith. 
 
Believe it or not  
U J S A 
Have each camper think of (or make up) something that other people in the group 
probably wouldn’t know about, the more outlandish the better. Take turns sharing these 
things and have the rest of the group decide whether or not they believe the story. Finish 
by saying that we hear lots of stories in life, but God’s love for us is always true and we 
can have faith that God is there for us in all of life’s crazy times. 
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Wind in the willows 
A 
Gather your group in a tight circle standing shoulder-to-shoulder with no space between 
each person. Move one person to the center of the circle and close the space that was 
vacated. Instruct the person in the middle to cross his or her hands and fold them up into 
the center of the chest, in a trust-fall position. All in the outside circle should raise their 
hands in a spotting position no farther than 6" (15 cm) from the person in the center. 
When ready to fall, the person in the center gently falls backward, eyes closed, into the 
hands of the spotters, who begin to gently push the person in the center back and forth 
around the circle. After a few moments, raise the center player to a balanced standing 
position. The center player can then open his or her eyes. Repeat so that everyone who 
would like to gets a chance to be in the center of the circle. 
The tie-in: Trust in those around you; trust in God. 
 
Who’s in charge? 
L U J S A I 
Gather your group in a sitting circle facing one another. Invite one person to leave the 
circle and go to an area out of hearing range. While that person is away, the rest of the 
group chooses someone to be the conductor. The conductor’s job is to lead the group in 
actions, such as snapping, clapping, patting knees, and so on. The rest of the circle needs 
to follow the conductor’s actions as closely as possible without giving away the identity 
of the leader. The conductor should begin the first motion prior to the return of the person 
who left the circle. When the person returns to the circle, her or his goal is to determine 
the identity of the conductor.  
The tie-in: Whom do we follow? 
 
 
Day 4: Called to Love 
Bible basis 
Matthew 5:38-48  
(The Christian life is love.) 
 
Cootie tag 
U J S A I 
Materials: Dot stickers or pieces of tape. 
Choose one camper to be “It.” It starts out with “cooties” (dot stickers or pieces of tape) 
all over himself or herself. To tag people, It has to spread those cooties. Keep playing 
until everyone has cooties. Discuss what it is like to be left out and avoided. Have 
campers come up with ways they can demonstrate love by including everyone in their 
activities. 
 
Fairy trails 
U J S A 
There are lots of conflicts in traditional fairy tales and nursery rhymes. Consider: Snow 
White and the witch queen; the three little pigs and the wolf; Cinderella and her wicked 
stepsisters; and so on. Assign half of the campers the roles of traditional villains (the 
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witch queen, the wolf, stepsisters), and send them off to hide. Tell the remaining campers 
that they have gone into hiding because they feel like they have been treated unfairly. 
Assign the other half of the campers the counterpart roles (Snow White, the pigs, 
Cinderella). They need to find their missing partners and work through the conflict in 
some way. Have the pairs report back to the group about how they resolved their long-
standing conflict.  
 
Love dots 
U J S A I 
Materials: Sheet of colored dot stickers for each camper. 
Give each camper a sheet of dot stickers. Tell campers that the dots represent God’s love. 
They have a whole bunch of God’s love and today are called to share it. Throughout the 
day, their goal is to secretly place dots on other people, thereby sharing God’s love. By 
the end of the day, they must use all of the dots of love. During closing devotions, ask 
campers to count up the amount of “love” they received that day. Some may be surprised 
at the various locations where they find the love dots! Tell campers that even though we 
may not feel it or realize it, God’s love is everywhere and is always with us. Because of 
this, we are called to share this love. 
 
Grandma’s big toe 
U J S A 
This game is a spin-off of Honey, If You Love Me. Have campers sit in a circle. Have 
one person sit in the middle and ask questions of the people in the circle. The answer is 
always “My grandma’s big toe.” If the responder laughs while answering the question, 
she or he must move to the middle. The person in the middle has full creative license in 
creating the questions, asking silly things such as “What did you put in your hair today?” 
or “What did you eat last night?” Afterward, debrief the game. Just as it is difficult to 
hold back laughter in this game, we should be overflowing with, and unable to hold back, 
the love of God. We are called to go out and share this unending love of God. 
 
So many neighbors  
J S A 
Have a friendly competition to see who can list the most neighbors in a given amount of 
time. Share the lists with others and talk about all the possible groups that can be 
considered and how we connect with them in our lives. 
 
Why Chuck is great 
L U J S A I 
This is a simple game that makes everyone feel great. Have your group sit in a circle 
facing each other. Invite one member of your group to sit in the center of the circle. Then 
one at a time, everyone takes a turn saying why the person in the center is great. Starting 
with the phrase “Chuck’s great because…” (substitute names according to who’s in the 
center). Continue until everyone has had the opportunity to be in the middle. It’s 
important that the leader begins the first person’s compliments to set an appropriate tone. 
 
Reverse knockout 
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U J S A I 
Materials: Two basketballs, a basketball hoop. 
Knockout is played on a basketball court with two basketballs. With everyone in line 
behind the free throw line, the first person shoots a free throw. If the ball goes in, the 
shooter retrieves the ball, passes it to the third person in line, and then returns to the end 
of the line. While this is going on, the second person in line begins her or his turn. If the 
first shooter missed, he or she must chase the rebound and try to make a basket before the 
second shooter does. If the second shooter puts the shot in before the first shooter does, 
the first shooter is then knocked out of the game. The game continues without stopping, 
and ends when there is only one player remaining.  
To play Reverse Knockout, form two teams. Have each team choose a player to start. 
Those two players begin a regular game of Knockout, but play as if it were the last round 
with only two players left. When someone is knocked out, the opposite team adds a 
player to the game. The game continues until one team has all of its players in the game. 
 
 
Day 5: Called to Share 
Bible basis 
Luke 19:1-10  
(In response to God’s goodness, Zacchaeus shares his possessions.) 
 
Reverse capture the flag 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Rope or cones, two brightly colored pieces of cloth, several balls or other 
objects. 
Play a new version of Capture the Flag. Form two teams. Place a dividing rope or set of 
cones down the middle of your playing area. Give each team a brightly colored piece of 
cloth and instruct the players to place it somewhere where it is partially hidden but still 
able to be seen. Give each team several balls or other objects. Predetermine an amount of 
time to play the game, such as 10 minutes (longer if the playing area is quite large). 
Within that time, each team wants to deliver as many “gifts” (the balls or objects) to the 
other team’s marker without getting tagged. If players get tagged on the other team’s 
side, they will be escorted back to their own side. (There are no jails in this game.) After 
delivering a gift, a player must return to his or her own side immediately; at this point, 
the player cannot be tagged. At the end of the game, the winning team is the one that has 
delivered the most gifts to the other team. 
 
The real Zacchaeus 
L U J S A I 
Materials: Slips of paper, pencil. 
On several slips of paper, write different, incorrect versions of how Zacchaeus responded 
to Jesus. For example, you might write, “Half of my possessions I will give to the poor, 
and the other half I’ll sell on eBay” or “Half of my possessions I will give to the poor, but 
if you do the chicken dance I’ll give the other half away too.” On one slip write the 
correct response: “Half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.”  
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Give each slip of paper to a camper; send those campers out to find hiding spots. After a 
few minutes, instruct the remaining campers to go out and find the real Zacchaeus. When 
they find someone hiding, they should say, “Come down, Zacchaeus, for I must stay at 
your house today.” The hider responds by reading her or his slip of paper, and the 
campers must determine whether they have found the real Zacchaeus or not. When 
campers have found him, they return to a designated place. Play until everyone has found 
the real Zacchaeus. 
 
Gimme! 
U J S 
Materials: Piece of paper for score keeping. 
Gather campers in a central location. Allow them to take five minutes to go back to their 
cabins and put as many things into one sleeping bag as possible and bring it back to the 
central location. When all campers have returned, explain the game. The counselor is 
going to yell out something, and one person from the group needs to bring that item up. If 
the group doesn’t have the item, they can be creative and bring another item, showing 
how it is as useful as the item asked for. The groups will be given points for the order 
they arrive at the counselor and share their item. Additional points may be given for 
creativity. Start out with easy items—toothbrush, hairbrush, bug spray—and move to 
more interesting items—someone with a shirt on backwards, someone brushing teeth 
with toothpaste, someone shampooing her or his hair. After playing for an allotted 
amount of time, talk with campers about all the different things that they have in their 
sleeping bags. We certainly have a lot of resources. Wonder with campers how they are 
called to share their resources.  
 
Shoe mix-up 
U J S A 
This is a funny little game that will cause some laughs and get the campers interacting 
with one another while giving an opportunity to consider what it means to share and work 
together. Have the group stand in a circle. Instruct all to take off their shoes and put them 
in a pile in the middle of the circle. When all shoes are piled in the middle, the leader 
gives a cue and all the campers run and grab two nonmatching shoes that are not theirs, 
return to their spots, and put the shoes on. Then players need to find the mates to the 
shoes they are wearing. They are to find and stand next to the foot with the mate. If 
desired, debrief this activity, talking about what it means to share and work together.  
 
If you love me  
S 
Have campers sit in a circle and pick one person to be “It.” It approaches someone and 
says, “If you love me, won’t you please, please smile,” and attempts to make the person 
smile. (Anything is acceptable for trying to coax a smile, except physical contact and 
anything that would be inappropriate or degrading.) The person responds to It, without 
smiling, “I love you, but I just can’t smile.” If the responder does smile, she or he 
becomes It; if not, then It continues to the next person. 
 
Smile study 
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U J S A 
Materials: Paper, pencils. 
Set this activity up in the beginning of the day with your campers. Explain that they will 
be involved in a scientific study of the effects of a smile. They will need to smile at as 
many people as possible (outside of their group) during the day and record the responses 
they get back (smile, no smile, no response, blank stare, and so on). Later in the day, talk 
about the responses and how it affected them to smile at others so much.  
 
Ring around the dodgeball 
S A I 
Materials: Kickball. 
Form two standing circles, one slightly smaller inside the other. The inner circle must 
join hands and begin moving clockwise in whatever manner they choose. The outside 
circle is then handed a kick ball. The object of the game is for someone in the outer circle 
to hit someone in the center circle with the ball. All throws must land below the knees. 
When a player in the inner circle is hit, he or she joins the outer circle. If a throw hits an 
inner circle player above the waist, the thrower must join the inner circle. The game ends 
when everyone is on the same team. Make sure you repeat the game to switch roles. To 
calm the game down a bit, make the outer circle players roll the ball on the ground 
instead of throwing it. 
 
Instructions 
J S A 
On a large field, form teams of four. Choose one player from each team to stand across 
the field from her or his team. The three remaining players must then quietly decide an 
action that they would like to make their distant teammate do. When each team has made 
a decision, it has to convey the action to the distant teammate without speaking, and 
without acting it out. When the distant teammate understands what is being conveyed, 
she or he must complete the action. The first team to get the distant teammate to complete 
the action wins that round. Make sure everyone gets a chance to be the distant teammate.  
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