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Cross Painting Update
About every 15 years, Jumonville finds itself in the position of needing to have 

the Great Cross of Christ repainted. It took over a year for the staff and board at 
Jumonville to get a reliable bid for this huge project; and the price tag came in at about 
$50,000! It seems that the price about doubles every time we need this work to be done.

“That’s a lot of money!” said Larry Beatty, Jumonville President. “But I have no doubt 
that the many friends of Jumonville will rise to the challenge and raise the funds that 
are needed to get the job done.” At the time of writing this newsletter, we have already 
raised about $45,000 of the needed $50,000! That has all been done in just a little over 
two months. “I have been thrilled with the response from individuals, local businesses, 
and churches that have contributed to the painting of the cross,” said Beatty. “I am 
humbled and blessed at the generosity, love, and support that is shown over and over by 
our Jumonville family. What a joy and privilege to serve a ministry that has touched so 
many lives in such a powerful way. 

The work at the cross was scheduled for late August and was finished in about two 
weeks. Weather caused a few slight delays, but we were very pleased with the progress 
and the work of the contractors. More photos of the cross painting can be found on the 
Jumonville website by following the links to “About Us” and then “The Cross of Christ.”

During the workdays, the roadway to the cross was blocked from all traffic, so no cars 
were permitted to drive up. The sandblasting and painting could easily cause vehicles to 
be accidentally damaged. 

The project was a pretty big one. It wasn’t just painting the outside of the cross. 
Workmen had to start with sand blasting on the inside of the cross. It then needed 
primer applied and then a full coat of coal tar epoxy. Once the inside was done, the 
outside of the cross received a commercial blast and then spot sand blasting any spots 
to a near white. It was then power washed, spot primed, then a full prime, and then 
two full finish coats of white two part epoxy. The exterior work was done with a JLG 
lift. So no, this wasn’t exactly a project for work group! Professional contractors that do 
projects like bridge painting provided the equipment and experience that was necessary 
to complete this great project.

We have been blessed by the vision of those who have come before us, such as Rev. 
Dr. Will Hogg who had the vision for a “great cross on top of the mountain.”  The cross 
has served as an inspiration for tens of thousands of Christians, not-yet-Christians, 
curious passers-by, and visitors from around the world.  

You know you are a United Methodist when....there is a special 
place in your heart for The Cross of Christ/Jumonville.

shared by Mt. Pleasant UMC on Facebook

No, we didn’t decide to paint the Great Cross 
of Christ at Jumonville mustard yellow!

This was simply the color of the primer paint 
used after sandblasting, But yes... for a short 
time the cross was painted mustard yellow!

Thank You Carole Baierl

Jumonville was extremely blessed earlier this past year, with a surprise gift by Carole 
Baierl given in memory of her late husband Bill Baierl. Carole attended our 2013 
Jumonville Sponsors Dinner. Carole and her husband Bill have been strong supporters of 
Urban Impact (an inner-city ministry serving the North Side of Pittsburgh) and it just so 
happened that we had the Urban Impact Singers as part of our 2013 dinner. The project 
for that evening was raising money to replace our very old truck that we used for snow 
plowing. We were fortunate that evening to raise the money needed to replace that truck, 
but we had also given a challenge goal of replacing our vehicle used for town runs (that 
had been cut apart and sold for scrap). Carole called me after the dinner and asked me 
how we did with the dinner. I shared the status, and she said, “I want to help!” Carole 
then proceeded to give a very generous gift of a used GMC Envoy to cover our need for 
a second vehicle. Thank you Carole and Praise God for meeting our needs!

When we posted the request for contributions on Facebook, 
it was shared 145 times! Here are a few of the quotes:

The cross on the hill tells a story without speaking - Shirley Cooper
Always loved going there. When it was a clear day, you could see the 
cross from my uncle’s house in Charleroi. - Charlene Evans
Used to go there as a kid!! Great, great memories and I loved the cross 
on top of the mountain! - Deborah Stinson
We just had are retreat there this past week we had a great time. We all 
love walking up to the cross - Chrissy Pfender



  
 

Again this summer at the conclusion of our summer camp events, we asked our campers to 
participate in a brief camper survey. Here are the results:

100% of our campers had an awesome time at camp.
98% of our campers felt like they learned more about God.
95% of our campers tried something new.
97% of them made a new friend. (64% came to camp with a friend.)
98% of our campers feel good about themselves.
95% of our campers enjoyed the worship time.
82% of our campers worked at solving a problem.
98% of them were comfortable with their cabin group & counselors. 
90% of our campers learned to talk about Jesus in a new way. 
98% of our campers plan to come back to camp next summer. 

Once again, we want to express our incredible gratitude to every volunteer and staff member 
who gave their efforts to make a difference in a child’s life!

More Churches Needed 
for Every Kid 2 Camp!

2014 Summer Camp Survey Results...

In 2013 the Jumonville Board formed a Task Force and developed just such a program called Every 
Kid to Camp!  We had 10 churches join in the initial effort to be a part of our pilot program.

Now we are looking for more churches to sign up. 
If your church is interested in investing in the future of our families, churches, and communities, 

please contact Larry Beatty, President, at larry@jumonville.org or call him at (724) 439-4912. 

What if every child in every church could come to camp? 
What if EVERY CHURCH committed to sending EVERY ONE OF THEIR YOUTH 

to be immersed in this transforming community at least once? How would it 
change our church, our members, our own hearts and our children’s lives?

Summer Camp Gift Certificates and Retreat 
Eventificates now available!

You probably already figured out what a Summer Camp Gift Certificate is... 
but what in the world is an eventificate?  Actually, we just made up the word! The idea is rather simple: 
... a gift certificate that can be used for any Jumonville sponsored event. Now you can help your family or 
friends with a gift towards attending a Jumonville event. 

YOU... 1) ...complete an online form with the name and address of the person that you want to 
give the eventificate
2)...choose the amount you want to give toward their event cost and pay by credit card
(gifts must be at least $25 for us to be able to process the required paperwork)

WE... 3) ...send a card to you that you can give to the person telling them of your gift
4) ...explain the process of how they can redeem their gift to reduce the cost of their event.

THEY... 5) ...can now afford to attend the Jumonville event because of your generosity
6) ...are very happy because you were so very thoughtful

The Jumonville website’s home page has links near the bottom of the page for both Summer Camp Gft certificates 
as well as Eventificates. What better gift for those you love than to help provide a Jumonville experience!



President’s Corner
I bring you greetings in the name of 

Jesus from the Jumonville mountaintop. 
I am actually writing this issue of the 
newsletter while at the beach for some 
time away with my wife and good 
friends. No matter whether I am back 
home on the mountaintop or away for 
a few days, my heart is never far from 
Jumonville... I know many of you feel the 
same way, and we are all indeed blessed 
to have experienced the wonder and 
awesome power of encounters with God 
on the Jumonville mountaintop. Hear 
this word from my wonderful spirit-filled 
friend, Pastor Tom Shirer.

“...The cross and flame should be more 
than a cutesy graphic image.....I believe 
that God in His Faithfulness wants to 
(and WILL) use each person for His 
Glory - as we come bringing baggage, 
preconceived ideas of who He is and how 
we want him to move on our behalf....
it is being sold out and submitted to do 
what ‘He’ wants to do in us and in our 
churches!”

     “There have been many Mountain 
Top Experiences at Jumonville, some 
we have heard about, others we may 
never know, but there are testimonies 
that have touched and changed lives. 
The encouraging ministry of that 
AWESOME BEAUTIFUL WHITE 
CROSS and the lights that shine on 
it calling others to ‘come Higher, and 
receive MORE.’ The cross is more than 
a local sight-seeing attraction, it has been 
and continues to be Eternal and 
Life-changing.”

  Larry Beatty,

  Jumonville President

U n d e r  t h e  C r o s s  N e w s l e t t e r

Ahh, the camp afterglow. There may be sand in the suitcase and bug bites on the leg, but the glow 
campers catch may be akin to what Moses experienced when he returned from the mountaintop in 
Exodus 34:29. (And I am not talking about a sunburn). 

Moses had an experience with God. The summer Christian camp experience invites children, youth, 
and adults also to experience God; it is a faith formation laboratory.

What is so amazing about the camp experience? From dawn to dusk, campers are reminded that 
God is Creator, that God is present and relational and that God is love. 

From morning praise to campfire embers, they sing songs about Jesus and are invited to embrace 
and own the Christian life. At camp there is a saturation of intentional religious language, a pausing 
for prayer and day-long examples of a lived faith. 

At camp the staff is energetic, positive and lovingly goofy. At camp, music can be both crazy and 
contemplative; there is often movement and lots of smiles.        

It would serve us well as parents, grandparents, pastors, mentors of children and youth to remember 
and replicate in our homes and congregations what happens so naturally at camp. There are a myriad 
of reasons why camp feels like a mountaintop experience. 

But there are also reasons why the after-camp glow is hard to maintain. With no additional nurture, 
“this little light of mine” may become a stubby candle with a faulty wick. 

Here are some “campy” ideas to keep the fire burning and to continue faith formation in the home 
and community: 

Build community:
• Host a campfire in your backyard or around your grill. Toast marshmallows and ask your kids to 

lead you in “camp songs.” Invite other family members and neighbors.
• Host a neighborhood talent or skit night. Serve popcorn.
• Take a risk and invite other families over for Bible study or prayer. Since it is intergenerational, it 

will be relaxed and even fun. 
• Together, write a (real paper) letter to your kid’s camp director, cooks, Bible study leader or 

counselors. Express appreciation for the time they spent with your kids and fill them in on what is 
happening in your family today.

• Invite friends from camp (from other churches/towns) to a get-together. Support these friendships; 
they may be lifelong.

Simple fun: 
• Cook a favorite meal from camp.
• Have family announcements after a meal. (Crazy is optional.)
• Sleep in a camper, tent or under the stars.
• Discover the wildlife in your yard or a nearby park. Look up the critters in a book (think library) 

or go to the web to read about what they need to thrive. 
• Have a backyard water fight.
• Go fishing.
• Find a river, lake or waterpark and play together.
• Ask your child to teach you a craft they made at camp. 
• Ask your child to teach you some songs and actions they learned at camp. 
• Turn off your home air conditioning and live like they do at camp. (Except if your camper stayed in 

Washington Lodge or the Inn! - Larry’s footnote)
• Wake them up with a crazy good mornin’ song.
• Do a technology-free day (no phone/internet/TV/computer/electronic games)—just like at camp.

Faith builders: 
• Sing a “camp” grace before your meal. The kids know the words. Have fun at your meals. Invite 

kids to plan a mealtime activity. 
• Talk about the best thing that happened at camp and the worst thing that happened at camp.
• Ask your child about their life with God. Was their faith changed or challenged during camp? 

How did they experience God’s love in a new way? Was a significant decision made?
• Continue or begin to do daily or weekly family devotions together. Take turns, with all members 

of the family leading, reading, praying. Use the Scripture that was studied at camp.
• Ask only a few questions every day. Allow them to share experiences with you over time. 
• Pray together as a family, thanking God for the experience of Christian camp, the friendships and 

the challenges.
• Share with your children your own faith story. Be honest about your questions and challenges. 
• Attend a family camp together. 
• Have a quiet time outdoors before bed, star gazing, listening to nature sounds or taking a short 

walk.
* Marlene Bogard is minister of Christian Formation for 
Western District Conference of the Mennonite Church.

Twenty Five 
Ways to Keep the 
Campfire Burning
How to Sustain the Church Camp Experience at Home 

We would love to have you or 
your camper share about your 
summer camp experience at 

Jumonville this past summer!

Are you coming to summer camp? Here’s 
what one young lady had to say…….

“I LOVE IT I CAN’T WAIT TIL NEXT YEAR. 
IT JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER AND 

FUNNER. GREATTTTTTTTT!!!!!!!!!!!!

I CAN’T EVEN PICK OUT THE BEST. IT IS 
ALL GOOD - ROCK WALLS, BUM SLIDES, 

AND WEDNESDAY WORSHIP ROCKS!

I RE LEARN[ED] ABOUT TEAMWORK AND 
DOING UNTO OTHERS. 

YOU ALWAYS NEED REMINDED.

13 year old girl

by Marlene Bogard*



Friday, March 20th, 2015   Summer Camp Dean’s Training  
Saturday, March 21st, 2015 Summer Camp Dean’s Training  
Sunday, April 5th, 2015   Easter Sunrise Service at Jumonville
Sunday, May 3rd, 2015 Jumonville Spring Dinner
Sunday, May 17, 2015 Summer Camp Open House
Friday, August 14, 2015 Jumonville Golf  Fundraiser @ Cedarbrook Golf  Course
September 4-7, 2015 Singles Labor Day Weekend Retreat

Visit the Jumonville website and click on Calender of  Events
or call the office for more information.

Other Upcoming Events for 2015

Whether you’ve been quilting forever or just want to learn some beginner basics…  
Join us for an autumn weekend of sewing, sharing, & devotions as we ‘quilt at the cross’.

Both expert quilters and those who want to learn some basics of the craft are welcome to attend our 
first Quilters Weekend at the Cross. The retreat will stitch in selected scriptures and worship times 
with planned fellowship as we share our common interest of quilting. Come to laugh and learn from 
each other as we enjoy the beauty of the Cross and the Laurel Highlands in the Fall. 
Intermediate and advanced quilters may want to bring along their current projects. Have special 
techniques or hints? We’ll be ready to listen and learn. Need to know the easiest way to ‘pop a knot’ 
or the best end of the thread to knot? Helping hands will be right there to assist. 
We will send an ‘Interest & Abilities Inventory’ to all Registered Participants and adjust our quilting 
sessions accordingly. Planned projects may include a craft, home project, and even a wall hanging! 
Costs for the weekend is $200 for double occupancy or $229.50 for single occupancy. We will be 
staying in the Inn at Jumonville and the price includes registration, lodging (with linens), meals, and 
project materials. Check in is at 6:00 pm on Friday and we will conclude after lunch on Sunday.

Contact the Jumonville office or the Jumonville website Calendar of Events
for more information, to download a brochure, or to register online.

Quilter’s Weekend
O c t o b e r  2 4 - 2 6 ,  2 0 1 4

A g e s  1 4  t h r u  a d u l t
(14-17 year olds must be accompanied by an adult

The Braddock Road Preservation Association is an advisory organization 
that helps Jumonville through research, interpreting and promoting 
the French and Indian War history of Jumonville, Dunbar Camp, the 
Braddock Road, and the Pennsylvania Soldiers’ Orphans School that 
were a part of the history of Jumonville. Annual French & Indian War 
seminars have been conducted at Jumonville for over 25 years during 
the first weekend in November. Friday kicks off with a bus tour of the 
Braddock Road to the Braddock Field History Museum in Braddock, 
PA. with stops along the way. Additional sessions will be held beginning 
Friday evening and continuing all day Saturday. Refreshments will be 
served both days, with an optional lunch available with registration.

Contact the Jumonville office for a brochure or 

... and Three More Fall Weekend Events to Choose From
F o r  H i s t o r y  B u f f s ,  M o t h e r s  a n d  D a u g h t e r s ,  a n d  M a r r i e d  C o u p l e s

Remember the day you said “I do!” ...and then discovered that “you do things 
differently than I do”? Join us for a weekend you just won’t forget. You’ve already 
made your commitment to each other. Now make your commitment come alive with 
new understandings of each other’s strengths and differences. Enjoy two days and 
one night with your spouse in the luxurious Inn at Jumonville; remove yourself from 
everyday concerns and concentrate exclusively on each other. Pamper yourself with 
some quality time together in very comfortable and cozy accommodations.

Cost is only $199/couple. Add an extra overnight and breakfast for just $50 more. 

Contact the Jumonville office for a brochure or check the Jumonville website.

Want to share a wonderful opportunity for a spiritual retreat at Jumonville with your 
daughter(s)? This event is designed to give families a time away from work, home, and 
any other distractions. We invite you to come and enjoy our hospitality, the outdoors 
God created, and God Himself. It will be an amazing time for you to spend bonding 
with your daughter and with God. You will stay in Washington Lodge at Jumonville 
and the girls will be separated by ages 8 - 10 and 11 - 14 for some programs. Your 
investment of quality time with your child will include games, devotions, Adventure 
Center activities, a movie, hikes to the Cross & Green Cathedral, campfires and snacks. 

Costs for the weekend is a very affordable $99 for adult and $49 for each daughter. 
Contact the Jumonville office for a brochure or the Jumonville website Calendar of Events


